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HOT MUSICALS EASE LECH CHILL 


- | 1-Year Pacts, No Blacklists, Shee | SFf B'WAY of ABC-Eastman-Philco’s Fast Developing 
Of Reissues, Loanouts Asked by SAG 


SUES, L WARY OF TUNEAS Film a Boon for Television and Pix 


By BOB STAHL 
Capping a long list of demands to | 

be put before film execs when con- 
tract neg@tiations open April 15, the 
Séreen Actors Guild will propose a Hollywood, April 8. 
one-year time limitation on all new Ellis Portable Theatre Corp. IS/is any indication. Such shows as 
talent pacts. Switch from the old | putting out a juke-sized automatic | “Pinian’s Rainbow.” “Brigadoon” and | 
10-year span is being made due to/ film machine using l6m. Outfit will | “Ca1) Me Mister” 
the rapidly changing economic pic- lease to groceries at $10 monthly 
ture which is making it difficult for | With advertisers to pay for the films 
actors to plot their futures for long | Bill will change weekly with each 
periods. One-year limitation wil] | 12-minute short to be followed by 
cut both ways since, if business is three-second commercial, Outfit ex- 
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° Producers used to scan scripts of . b 4 

Portable Jukepixers | legit musicals—and run. But not | Geo. M. Cohan Jr. a Bow Philadelphia, April 8 
; so from here on in, if the success | : , A new fast Alm developing pro- 
George M. Cohan, Jr., is readying | cess that will prove a boon to tele- 
a radio show based on plays writ-/| vision and the motion picture in- 
ten by his father. Meanwhile, he | dustry through its speed and low 
| makes his debut as a song and dance | cost was revealed here today (8) by 
| man in the manner of his sire atithe American Broadcasting Co. in 
| Fay’s theatre, Providence, starting | cooperation with Eastman Kodak 


| of three Broadway tune-and-dancers | 
j 
} 


are the mints that 
have changed the minds of many 
showmen who, during the war, shied : - . 
away from that type of production | Friday (11). : ) and Philco. Process will be a special 
| because of the extreme hazards of John McLaughlin, who did the! aid to television in coverage of nev 
| musicals. Each is expected to pay | Plane accompaniment for his father | events while the film studios 
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‘good, SAG ‘can renegotiate for | pects 36,000 to be in use nationally | o¢¢ more quickly than most musi- | for 20 years, will very foe young | to profit from it by large savings in 
higher terms next year; but if biz, Within two years. cals Cohan. } costs through reduction in labor 
is bad, studios will be in position to ae ee. ee There cre sundry reasons fof this | time in turning out of release prints. 

- make readjustments to fit the new | + * new attitude. One is that producers | During the demonstration here be- 
situation. have limited the budgets, as witness in c Cet fore a crew of newspapermen, films 
Guild is-aldo demanding 2 100% on alrs IX “Brigadoon,” which came out of re- | were shot, developed and screened 
. ‘closed shop. with all provisions hearsal at under the $155,000 mark. as lover the Philco television station, 
; agreed upon in negotiations to be | ‘ against the wartime’ revival of WPTZ, within one-half hour. Piec- 
made retroactive to May 15, 1947, | e “Show Boat.” under Metro’s aegis. reeze, it. Ax tures were taken by a United Air- 
in all previous contracts drawn uP | all nm ] S which topped $300,000. An important |lines passenger plane during a trip 
between actors and studios. Con- } > ] angle, too, is that each of the afore- | from Philadelphia to Atlantic Cits 
ciliation and arbitration machinery | mentioned hits is a “special” type and back, and, while en route, they 
would also be set up under en | of musical that permits lower. costs, | an were developed in a special tank 
plans which also call for prohibi- oncer . f er and this is the angle being stressed a * installed in the plane. Although 
tien of the blacklist and other forms | (Continued on page 51) films for the test were 16m _ size, 
of combination to keep actors from ee ; : American low-budget films are fac- | Process can also be applied to stand- 
working. | Terrific grosses on one-night een of. } B ard-sized film by using. an enlarged 
cert tours have spoiled coneert e ing a complete shutout from the Brit- 

New contract proposals by the). py aE "4 . aeodte tod ; A binati 2 on | developing tank. 

* Screen Actors Guild also cover such | ieee — Vou “— that es a 0 ar ish market, combination © aie One shot trom the plane caught a 
problems as television, loanouts, re- paren Rauch, Roxy . eatre. N. X., nomic pressure plus @ pileup of prod-;| bushfire which was aflame on the 
issues, wage increases, overtime, | “+ oy? ae Ng yoy . uct which finds Yank pix now backed | outskirts of Atlantic City. Quality 

ge os 43 to get top longhair talent into tha . peepee ecg 

- Options and working conditions. | Pact oe _ aaaank ~-in.. ane up all the way to November is the | 0! the film as it was seen over the 

Guild proposals prohibit the use | OUSE. Haueh — : | one é cause of their plight. Even AA fifck- | television screen was firstrate with 
in television of any filmvin which | propositioned, among others, Yehudi ers have been compelled to sit it out. high definition and perfect lighting 
SAG members take Part. A separate | Menuhin, Jascha Heifetz, Jose Iturbi ' é eady in retreat in the U. S.. the | Successful use of the developing 

‘ land Albert Spaldi but ices | Telephone strike up to last night | Already in retreat in the U. 5. the)" 7” ' 

~ contract will be demanded, calling | 4" el paicing, Dut prices (8) had failed to cause a single hitch | British freeze on B's means another | process during this demonstration 

for -additional compensation when | asked for these names, he said, | °°’ Dac ta ole 5 ee node low te their eymaking po- | indicated fact that video’s news cov- 
Pe ‘ in radio network programming, but | 2Ody blow to their moneymaking po- | , a 
meh ee pre. Was. Selevision. frome ee ee ee network officials were not unmind- tential. Pipe will soon be as fast, if not 

The reissue problem is covered by | houses. aah ot Une duet: tak Mende permanent | Since the British film industry is faster, than the daily newspapers. 

* Several alternative proposals aimed Rauch said that managers of top operating 5 a were without maiff-| tacking its collective brain to stem | According to television execs pres- 
at actor participation in the profits | concert artists when offered a run at ‘tenance as a result of the walkout, | the flow of dollars, J. Arthur Rank | nt, the process now makes large- 
Whenever old pictures aye taken out | 4 vauder immediately bring out thes ond mrestnieurins caida wéaier poor ‘intends to dispense with American | Screen theatre television an easily 

© of the vaults for screening. SAG | fact that the top virtuosi pick up | ti; 1 eee robably will if the strike | Second features*by producing me- | realizable possibility. With a devel- 
contends that the increase of re- | around $1,500 to $2,500 for one eve- | anne on Rte days | dium-length films. Rank last week | OP!8 tank installed in a theatre 
issues has developed into an abuse | ning performance. Figuring around | [ Already all of show biz has felt | named John Croydon, formerly as- | booth, pictures from a normal sized 
unfair to players and public alike. | 30 shows a week in a theatre, they | the result of the. strike maemuse of | sistant producer at the Ealing stu- television screen can be_ rephoto- 

Guilders declare their demands ask a proportionate sum. Besides, | the comparative slowup due te tee dios, to assist in the production of , 8’aphed and transferred practical], 
for overtime pay are not aimed |! Rauch said, they feel that four shows of telegraph] the middle-lengthers at Highbury | (Continued on page 54) 
primarily at profit but to “protect |a day is too much, when in reality | "Shei ar the useel Gik or te studios. They’H take the place of the pone Leeman 
the actor from being worked un- | four turns daily of 15 minutes each | previous emergencies of this kind Yank low-budgeter wherever that’s | 

~ conscionably long hours, which en- | is considerably less than the play- (Continued on page 54) feasible, 
danger _ his health and shorten his | ing time at one regulation concert. a A ee While big American pix have liar a e 4 
Career. Rauch has previously succeeded maintained high grosses in England, | 

Document calls for wages of bit ) in getting longhair talent into the | WORLDWIDE BALLY ON | the smaller U.S. version have suffered 

(Continued on page 54) | theatre. Among those who have | |a sharp decline in revenues ever" 

i played the house include the late | RADIO FOR BRITISH PIX since the native film industry under- | 

1/ » on? |Grace Moore, Irina Baranova and | (Continued on pase 54) | 
it a él n |composer Ernesto Lecuona. The | on London, April 4. ii agit Former New York mayor Fiorello 
/ Bon Cossack choir played the Radio| The British film industry is to Decca’ Ss Disked Comedy |'H. LaGuardia is the winner of the 
City Music. Hall, N. Y., some years | launch an all-out radio propaganda K I :B : -1947 Wendcll Willkie One World 
back. | offensive on overseas markets this | By aye, AWS, UFrOWS Award. Announcement of the winner 

{ mmer ll S —_—_—— } month. : Record firms are taking an in- | was made last night «(Tues.) by Nor- 
. | J. Arthur Rank, Michael Balcon, | creased interest in comedy material, man Corwin, winner of last vear’s 

, On the basis of a handful of aes Shor e-Sinatra on 1 Both Herbert Wilcox and other top pro- as evidenced by Decca’s pacts com- award, on the concluding Corwin 

ae > » . 2 . . - 

Wrapped up thus far as summer re- ! Disk Sides for kr und duction chiefs are going to put thelr pleted this week for platters by “One World Flight” series on CBS. 

plac 4 ‘ ' , Socaeadl .| stars and pictures on the airwaves | Daniy Kaye. Joe E. Lewis and radio Award, as in the case of Corwin. 
ements in radio, it would appear Columbia Records will combine . ¢ , ; ; ; : 

that word has gone out fr yon } ‘oice f Dinah Shore and !} Canada, Australia, New Zealand. | scripter Abe Burrows consists of a trip around the world 

‘ sors to ag al a a 8 _ ina 2 : " te South Africa. Europe, the Middle Most elaborate deal is the one | by plane. 
surs to agencies to keep the hot Frank Sinatra on one disk (two : ; este ‘ By : : . 
Weather tala ok © ‘papi ra s nv and Far East. set up for Kaye. Pact calls for a This year’s award to LaGuardia, 

ler talent nut down to $3.500 sides). the first time the compa! . : . : oso 

“4 weekly : ; : : . 5 akeinacos a America. North and South. is ex- term of nearly three years during | former director general of NRRA, 

CAly. There may be a few excev- has used two top-seede a names on : : : 7 . : : 

7 tions, such as Y - s & Rubic: : : lisk—and the resultant ro 4]- nected to be added to. this formid- vhich time he'll do around 30 sides. is in recognition of his “outstanding 
$5,000 ° ‘Big Tit oe: San : vu hades S| one disk _ itt b agp eae d over able list of countries that will be Most of his material will be written national and = international public 
dangle ater saewveng | tics from Sees wi hominis taking the transcription programs. by his wife, Sylvia .Fine. It's the ‘service in his fearless stand on the 

ed before Borden's, but for the to the Damon Runyon Cancer Fund. * : —— : , 
most part the $3 00 li : bia. Sinatri i d Miss Shore These canned shows are being muce comic first long term record deal. |radio and in the press. as well as in 
be in order. - asi = ate pe es a of t) , tom tt nes Britain for both state ai d com- He recorded a heavy selling album | his public life genei illy, in further- 

Bristol-Mye ane the eae ae nna val Ww - « mercial broadcasting networks in for Columbia six years ago which is. ing the highest ideals of One World.” 
replacement sh seeking a summer involved—7 . Harn , . cag arious parts of the worl till much in demand. _ Formal presentation of award to 
ern.” | show for “Duily’ s Tav- Bros.—will forego roya' Brain behind thi cheme of The Burrows deal calls for waxing LaG. is scheduled for May 11 at 
f Ee notified its agency to keep. tund. ae > readine the gospel of British films of six of his own songs, while Lewis Carnegie Hall. N. Y., ceremonies, 

at lbw $3.500 bracket. That's Funes to be handied »b ‘i the ace English radio produc il supolio two of the songs she’s’ Meanwhile, a 1947 One World wine 
= for a ae ee openin- on. Seem eer ‘- : be i “Tea Harry Alan Towei Through his been identitied with for Decca re- ner for motion pictutes will be an- 

Show, its “Silver seemee” Blin rstendards, “My Mame 7 i (Continued on page 486) pacase. jnounced April 14. 


‘For, Two.” 








MISCELLANY 


e 
Wedmesday, April 9, 1947 





Stolz 


Set For New Metro Musical, | ' 
Named Honorary Vienna Citizen) 





Vienna, Aprill. ¢ 

Robert Stolz, called by Viennese 
the Johann Strauss of the present 
century, has received the rarely 
bestowed honorary citizenship of 
the city of Vienna. It is only the 
third time since the war ended that 
the award has been made. First 
recipients were Albert Basserman, 
veteran German stage star, also 
making a postwar comeback in Eu- 
rope, and General Mark Clark. On 
the same day that Stolz won the | 
award, he was granted the title of | 
professor by the Austrian president. 

Stolz leaves soon for Paris where 
he will score the French film, “Bal 
Tabarin” before going back to Hol- 
lywood where he reports to Metro 
for musical version of “Reunion in 
Vienna.” Full import of the profes- 
sor title is realized when known that 
such titles are granted usually only 
after a lifetime of teaching. Burgo- 
master General Koerner in pre- 
senting the honorary citizenship 
complimented the composer of “Two 
Hearts in Three Quarter Time” and 
scores of other Viennese hits for 
having brought “the laughter and 





spirit of Vienna to the world” es- | 
pecially through Stolz conducting | 
of “Night in Vienna” concerts with 


top U. S. orchestras from coast to 
coast. 

Stolz took a well advised powder 
from this part of the world shortly 
after the 1938 anschluss. Although 
Aryan, he had little hope of any- 
thing better than concentration 
camp from the Nazis, after publicity 
throughout the world for composing 
Hitler’s funeral march for Hitler. 
After a stay in England, Stolz went 
to New York and Hollywood. He} 
will receive final U. S. citizenship | 
papers this year. 

Stolz returned here last fall and 
has been active in rounding up 
loose ends. He also presented and 
personally conducted a new operet- | 
ta, “Fate with Music” at Apollo 
theatre. Production folded . without 
expected prospects of later U. S. 
presentation. Another Stolz operetta 
is set for world premiere at Vienna’s 
Stadttheater in September. It is 
titled “Three on the Danube.” ~ The | 
composer is scheduled to return 
here in August for rehearsals, and 
will make some outdoor concert ap- 
pearances in July. 


REP’S BABE RUTH BIOG 
BID STIRS A TEMPEST 


Announcement last week that Re- 
public was - negotiating for the 
screen rights to Bake Ruth’s life 
story has stirred up a minor tempest. 
J. J. Amiel, operator of the Turf 
eatery “on Broadway, claimed he’d 
obtained an option on the story last 
year and was under the impression 
he still had first crack at it, while 
it's known that other studios have 
also been bidding for it. 


Rep chiefs have been huddling 
consistently with Ruth’s represen- 
tatives but nothing has been signed 
yet, according to Melvyn Gordon 
Lowenstein, Ruth’s attorney. Low- 
instein saia that Amiel had ap- 
proached Ruth last summer claiming 
he had the backing of a film pro- 
ducer, which gave him the right to 
negotiate, but that the negotiations 
had long since terminated. Amiel’s 
backer is supposedly Alec Moss, 
eastern representative for Howard 
Hughes, who declared he’d originally 
been in on the deal with Amiel but 
had subsequently bowed out, selling 
his interest at a profit. 


Ryth, meanwhile, was hosted by 
Rep prexy Herbert J. Yates and 
sales veepee James R. Grainger last 
Wednesdiy (2) at the N. Y. Athletic 
Club and later appeared at the Rep 
sales meet in the same building. If 
Rep obtains screen rights to the 
story, its expected that Ruth will 
sit in on the scripting if his health 
permits. He eft yesterday (Tues- 
day) for several weeks’ vacation in 
Miami, meaning he'll miss the big 
leagues’ season opener next week 
for the first time. 











Sports Shorts 

With negotiations being ironed | 
out between managers of Rocky 
Graziano and Tony Zale for a 
possible meeting somewhere 
outside N. Y., question confront- 
ing the Jacobs Beachcombers is, 
“What if Rocky beats Zale?” 

If Graziano were to beat Zale 


in an out-of-town engagement 


he would be recognized as 
champ. Except in New York 
(which recently banned him), 


and all towns abiding by N. Y.’s 
decision. 

Ringling Barnum and Bailey 
circus rolled into town on the 
rainiest of Saturdays (5) and 
racing opened at Jamaica in the 
same gooey going. There were 
more people at the track despite 
the downpour than the number 
of kids disappointed because 
they couldn’t view the unload- 
ing of the big top, which opens 
its season tonight (9) at Madi- 
son Square Garden. : 

More than 45,000 went to the 
Monday (7) about 7,000 
more than on opening day, indi- 
cating the number of addicts 
who celebrated the day after 
Easter. 

Jimmy Dawson _N. Y. Times 
sports reporter with, the Giants 
baseball team, choked while eat- 
ing a hot dog and required 
medical attention, covering an 
exhibition game in the west on 
the following day. 


races 











| veloped, biggest unknown quantity 





TRAVEL STILL BIG SNAG 
T0 SALZBURG FESTIVAL 


Salzburg, April 1. 
With plans for the 1947 Salzburg 
Festival in August pretty well de- 


is just how many travelers will want 
or be able to surmount the still 
complex travel difficulties and pri- 
vations on the Continent in order to 
attend. First two postwar festivals, 
in 1945 and 1946, while artistically 
okay and staged mainly to keep the 
franchise alive, were far from paying 
off. 

Pre-war Salburg Festival’s biggest 
value lay in heavy spending by 
fancy international set supplemented 
by some thousands of more modest 
music and drama lovers, most of 
whom did some additional traveling 
and spending, before leaving Aus- 
tria. But expected lifting of Allied 
occupying powers’ restrictions on, 
travel in Austria hasn’t come to pass, 
with little likelihood that it will be 
any better by summer, or any time 
before final signing of Austrian 
treaty and withdrawal of occupation 
entirely. Some talk. that Allied 
Commission wiil hand travel control 
back to Austrians soon, but Soviet 

(Continued on page 48) 


Ardrey’s World Tour To 
Use Up His Blocked Coin 


Screenwriter . and playwright 
Robert Ardrey has figured out at 
least one way to use up blocked cur- 
rency that has accrued to his credit 
in various countries. He’s planning 
a trip around the world in the next 
few years. 

Money has accumulated in royal- 
ties from Ardrey’s play, ‘Thunder 
Rock,” which—while a flop on 
Broadway—was a tremendous suc- 
cess in London and has played since 
the end of the war in almost every 
country of Europe, as well as in 
Australia and some Latin American 
countries. In many of these there 
are restrictions on export of cur- 
rency, so Ardrey is figuring on pack- 
ing up his family and living in each 
one long enough to use up what's 
accumulated. 

Ardrey just finished script of 
“Three Musketeers” for Metro, hav- 
ing previously done “The Green 
Years” and “Secret Garden” for the 
same studio. He’s currently vaca- 











Raft Loses Round in Suit 
Los Angeles, April 8. 


George Raft lost a technical point 
in the $300,000 damage suit filed 
against him in L. A. superior court 
by Edward Raiden, attorney, who 
charges assault. 


Actor was denied a motion to 
strike out certain parts of the com- 
plaint and was given 10 days to file 
an answer. 





}tioning via a six-week drive: from 
New York to the Coast and is plan- 
ning to do another play before re- 
iturning to Metro. 


Douglas Goes RKO 


Hollywood, April 8. 

Melvyn Douglas has inked an 

RKO term contract similar to 

pacts recently signed by Cary 

Grant, Myrna Loy, Robert Young 
and Laraine Day. 











25let WEEK ! 
KEN MURRAY’S 


“BLACKOUTS OF 1947” 


E! Capitan Theatre, Hollywood, Cal. 
“You'll find few comedy revues 
anytime that can rival Ken Murray’s 


‘Blackouts.’ ” 
LINDA DARNELL. 


Corwin NY-to-LA 
For Pic Deal Cues 








With Norman Corwin’s “One 
World Flight” series on CBS wind- 
ing up last (Tues.) night, the writer- 
director-producer heads for’ the 
Coast next month for a picture com- 


mitment. Corwin leaves in mid- 
May to do the screen version of his 
“Mary and the Fairy” radio play, 
which he also plans to co-produce 
and co-direct. 


It was originally on the Corwin 
agenda for last year, but his Wiilkie 
One World global trip award and 
subsequent 13-week CBS series 
necessitated putting it off. Corwin 
will hang around New York long 
enough for a guest shot on “Author 
Meets the Critic” air show May 1, 
to “defend” his new “Untitled” col- 
lection of radio plays due off the 
Henry Holt presses April 24. 

Corwin’s contract with CBS, 
which has another year to go, per- 
mits him to freelance in other 
branches of showbiz six months a 
year, but it’s possible that Corwin 
may spend a year on the Coast. In 
fact, there’s speculation in some 
quarters as to whether Corwin will 
take an indefinite radio hiatus in 
favor of pix and legit, which he’s 
been considering for several years. 
} His experiences on the “One World” 
series, some say, may be a factor in 
hastening the decision. 

While Corwin has a completely 
free hand on the series, with no at- 
tempt made to censor the outspoken 
global episodes, nevertheless it's 
known that so far as the writer- 
director was concerned, there were 
a flock of disturbing elements sur- 
rounding the series. For one thing, 
Corwin wasn’t particularly happy 
over his opposite-Bob Hope Tuesday 
Pnight slotting. 

It’s felt, too, that promotion-wise, 
the series was given a_ brushoff, 
save for the initial pre-series bally, 
and some close to Corwin say that 
he was more. than a little miffed 
over the fact that among the net- 
work hierachy it was the feeling 
that the “One World Flight” series 
didn’t exactly add up to what was 
expected. 


IRISH COVER GIRL, 16, 
DUE FOR KORDA TEST 


Dublin, April 2. 

Sir Alexander Korda seems to be 
following J. Arthur Rank in turning 
to Ireland for new film talent, with 
the announcement that he'll test 16- 
year-old Pamela Fitzgerald, recent 
Irish cover girl contest winner, for 
London Film Productions. 

Miss Fitzgerald was pupil of 
Gaiety School of Act.ng from which 
Kathleen Ryan, who plays opposite 
James Mason in “Odd Man Out,” 
graduated to studios. Another pupil, 


Sheila Martin, has just been named 
for a part in “Vice Versa,” now in 
production for Two Cities. 


Bill O’Bryen of the Korda outfit 





over other finalists in cover girl 
contest which was judged by Film 








First role is unset as yet. 


Society President Edward Toner. 





Pitching Horseshoes 





By Billy Rose 





Spec on Air Exit 


is ‘set for a Dublin visit to look | 
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I can remember when almost everybody on Broadway walked apd 
talked like George M. Cohan. I can remember when the production plans 
of Morris Gest were printed in the space now reserved for the Moscow 
Conference. ~I can remember when they did everything but close the 
schools and banks when a Ziegfeld Follies opened. 

As I run down the list of shows on Broadway tonight, I can’t help wish. 
ing a few of the old tinsel-and-thunder boys were still around. By rt 
footlight magic, the wildness and“wonder of their own lives used to spill 
over onto the stage. The current crop of producers may be smart and com. 
petent, but no psychiatrist would give them a second glance. The Inver. 
ness cape and beaver collar have been replaced by banker’s grey and the 
worried look. And the shows show it. You could lose one of today’s 
extravaganzas in a corner of “Ben Hur” or “The Miracle.” 

I was discussing this with Henry L. Mencken the other night. The 
Mahout of Maryland doesn’t get up to New York very often these days. 
Says he prefers the red bricks and white stoops of Baltimore. But he must 
have liked Our Town once—he knows so much about it. 


He told me several yarns about these legendary loonies of the theatre. 
According to H. L., when there were no movies and no radio these earth. 
quake-makers were the despots of the entertainment world. They could 


put your name up in lights, or fix it so you couldn't get a job as usher. 

One of the Mencken stories hit me right where I keep my notebook. 
I can’t spin it like the Baron of Baltimore, but shucks, I can’t dance like 
Astaire, either. 

Back in the days when the Gay White Way was white, instead of neon- 
red, one of the Kings of Show Business was a producer-playwright named 
Paul Armstrong. Each season he would shake a couple of hits out of his 
black moustache. Even Diamond Jim Brady was tickled to walk into the 
Claridge Bar with him. 

Occasionally, Armstrong would permit himself an affair of the heart, 
much in the spirit of a monarch conferring knighthood on a worthy sub- 
ject. The lucky lady was not expected to take this honor lightly An 
honor has its obligations as well as its rewards 

Consequently, Armstrong was displeased when a young actress whom 
he had raised to the peerage was reported to have allowed herself a ro- 
mantic aside. While appearing in Bridgeport in one of his road companies, 
she had played pattycake with the leading man. : 

Armstrong at once summoned her back to New York. The actress 
entered his office next day as if it were the Supreme Court. She knew 
that she and her career were on trial. 

Armstrong motioned her to a chair, and rapped his desk with a paper- 
weight, like a judge bringing court to order. 

“Let us review your case,” he began. “I found you in a Greek pageant 
in Mount Holyoke. I make you an actress. The second season, I promoted 
you to the rank of featured player. Outside the theatre I was not unat- 
tentive. Your conduct in Bridgeport has been testified to by competent 
witness. What is your defense?” 

The actress stood up. The moment was reminiscent of Zola in the Drey- 
fuss case. 

“There is no explanation, really,” she began. “After several months 
with you, I found myself in a dull little road company playing dull little 
towns. Instead of sweetbreads at Delmonico’s, it was hamburgers and 
ketchup at greasy lunch counters. Instead of a suite at the Murray Hill, 
I was bunking in hotels with roller towels.” 

Armstrong examined his monogrammed cufflinks. 
ketchup .. . Greasy lunch counters. . . Roller towels... 

“Proceed,” he said. 

“What you’ve heard about me and the leading man is true,” she went 
on. “It started in Utica. When I came offstage, he was waiting for me 
in the wings. You know those lines you wrote in the first act love scene? 
He told me I read them better than Julia Marlowe, and looked lovelier 
than Maxine Elliot. I knew the ham was lying, but what actress can 
listen to such outpourings and not be touched? 

“In Syracuse, in the garden scene in the second act, I found myself lis- 
tening to the impassioned love words you had written. For the first time 
I sensed the heartbeat in your lines. As the curtain was falling, the ham 
kissed me, as he had at 54 previous performances. But this time. carried 


away by the realistic writing of the scene, I kissed him back. In Bridge- 
, Bre 


“T know,’ 


Hamburgers and 


‘ said Armstrong. “The stage manager wrote me.” 
Well, then,” said the actress, “you know everything. Except this. After 
a snack of supper at his hotel, he suggested we rehearse the reconciliation 
scene in Act Three. Said we’ were missing some of the values in your 
lines. Well, you know the scene. When he finished your speech about 
living dangerously, and romance making its own laws. . .” 

ie 8 playwright-producer was a just man. He rapped with the paper- 
weight. 

“You are acquitted,” he said. 
(Copyrignt, 1947, By Billy Rosé) 


The English Idea —_| Buddy de Sylva Sues _ 
Relief in Paternity Case 


Here’s ‘the favorite after-din- 
Hollywood, March 8. 


ner joke of a top English pro- 
duction chief: 

Three old men were discussing Buddy de Sylva, suing as George 
the ideal wey of leaving this |%¢ ‘Sylva, has petitioned the 
world. First, aged 75, said he Superior court for cancellation of 
would like to crash in a car |‘*he Support agreement with his for- 
traveling at 80 m.p.h. and go out mer secretary, Marie Ballentine, 
quickly, Second, aged 85, thought |Whose child he fathered in 1944. 
this showed little imagination, |48eement provides for $6,000 an- 
declaring he'd like to take off in |"¥@! payments until 1949 and $100 
a jet-propelled plane and crash | ¢ekly thereafter until 1965 for sup- 
at 400 m.p.h. into & hill. _ of - gy hg ang — 

“TD oe yiva charges tha iss entine 

I've got a better idea,” said (now Mrs. William G. Moskovita) 
continually demanded more money 


the third—aged 95. “I'd like to 
be shot by a jealous husband.” through threat of exposure and 
scandals. 


Producer asked that the court de- 
iermine his rights and obligations 
to the child and abrogate the old 
pact which is claimed to have been 
obtained through fraud. 

Mrs. Marie de Sylva, producers’ 
wife, joined him in the suit on the 
ground that the settlement involves 
community property. 

De Sylva has been tapering off on 
his film activities for some time and 
is now chairman of the board of 
Capitol Records. 























e 
Jean Simmons May Play 
eo e > 
Opp. Olivier’s ‘Hamlet 
London, April 8. 

Attempts to sign Vivien Leigh to 
play Ophelia opposite Laurence Oli- 
vier in the latter’s planned filmiza- 
tion of “Hamlet” have been dropped. 
Currently heading the sweepstakes 
for the choice role is the young 
British actress Jean Simmons, who 
carved her niche in “Great Expecta- 
tions,’ dramatization of the Dickens 
novel. 

Miss Simmons is s.ated to go be- 
fore the cameras shortly in the 
Launder-Gilliat production, “Blue 
Lagoon,” but the producers are con- 
sidering postponing that film until 
“Hamlet” is finished. It’s figured that 
the actress’ b.o. pull can be zipped 


up considerably by a stint with 
Olivier. . 





DICK POWELL’S CHECKUP 
Hollywood, April 8 
Dick Powell is laid up at St. 
John’s hospital, Santa Monica, for 
checkup following penicillin poison- 
ing contracted in New York, during 
a treatment for hives two weeks ago. 
He’s expected out in a couple of 
days to resume’work in “Assigned to 
Treasury” for Columbia. 
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FILM BIZ DIPS TO ‘ONLY TERRIFIC 





Ingenious Film Booking Ideas, Shorter 
Runs, Relieve B way First Run Pile-Ups. 


virtually + 
the Broad- 
suddenly 


Aiter five years of a 
continuous booking jam, 
‘way theatre situation has 


| 

become extremely fluid. While the | 
allocation of certain distribs’ product | 
to certain houses has been almost | 
automatic in the past, new order 
finds a wide mixture of companies 
and theatres. 
Another current Broadway phe- | 


nomenon is the flock of unusual ex- 
hibition policies coming up. Some} 
are more or less radical and all offer 
interesting variations on the ordinary 
that will be watched—and possibly 
copied — by theatre operators | 
throughout the country. 
Broad- 
is slack- 
has suffered 
other parts | 
nation, in the | 
has been felt 


Reason for the ease in the 
way product jam, of course, 
ening biz The Street 
considerably more than 
of New York, or the 
slide at the b.o. which 
recently. While a year ago, prac- | 
tically any picture was assured of | 
five to cight weeks in the Stem’s de- 
luxers, it’s a rare one that’s holding | 
more than three stanzas now, Result 
has been a greater call for product 
and the letting up of the jam. 

Greatest departure from the ordi- 
nary is the booking of David O. 
Selznick’s “Duel in the Sun,” which 
opens May 7 day-and-date at the 
Canitol and in 37 other Loew thea- |! 
tres in the New York metropolitan ! 
area, Capitol engagement is of in- 
definite length, hinging on hitting 
the usual holdover figure each ses- 

(Continued on 20) 


UA PRESIDENCY CHOICE 


page 





Better Late, Etc. 
Hollywood, April 8. 
Fan clubs for live film players 
are numerous, but now comes 
one dedicated to an actor who 
died in the Boston Cocoanut 
Grove fire several years ago. 
It is the Buck Jones Memorial 
Fan Club. 





| next 


_—— 





Studio Boss To 


Head Rep’s Prod. 


Next on Agenda’ 


Republic’s new directorate at its 
meeting, set for April d4 in 


New York, is expected to go deeply 


feel that it imposes too heavy a bur- 
den on Yates. considering his ntani- 


| fold other duties as head of the 
| company. 
VAMPING TILL READY Samuel Becker, attorney for the 
Harry and Ben Goetz interests in 
Little progress has been made by | Republic, and a new member of 
United Artists in its search for a | the board, brought up the subject 
president to succeed Edward C. (Continued on page 20) 
Raftery. UA board met yesterday | ee 
(Tuesday) afternoon for further dis- | PR S. TR MAN? S ME T 
cussion of the problem, but no real E U E 


action is to be expected before next | 
week. 

Huddles on the presidency, as well 
as a number of other prime points | 
in future operation of the company, | 
are being held off pending opening 
of UA owner Charles Chaplin’s | 
“Monsieur Verdoux” at the Broad- | 
way theatre Friday (11) night and | 
the return to New York this week | 


from a Bermuda vacation of Arnold | 


Grant, counsel 
Pickford. 

Final decisions on a flock of mat- 

ters will be made when Miss Pick- 
(Continued on page 20) 


for owner Mary 





Academy’ s P.A. Does Good 
Job—So He’s Cut Down| 


Hollywood, April 8. 
Donald H. Biack has ankled the 
Academy publicity spot following Ss, 4 cant 
action of the board of governors in of them. But it is difficult to Easter Week Perks Biz ‘Years,’ ‘Brunette,’ ‘Egg,’ 
appointing a special committee to, pictures into countries behind the | ‘ 9 6 “—- 
“establish and maintain all public | iron curtain and to get money oul. | Brooklyn, Apley, Stallion’ Top Leaders 
relitions policies.” Committee is | We feel it is important that Ameri- | 
composed of board members William ¢an films be shown in other coun- Easter week, with the end of Lent (WB). Others in the Golden Dozen | 
Dozier Walter Wanger and Mary | tries and that film of other countries prepping most theatres. finds busi- are Late George Apley (20th), 
McCall, Jr. ‘Latter is the board's | be shown in this country to promote /ness soaring per usual in most keys “Happened in Brooklyn (M-G). 
writer rep and wife of former chief | better understanding. The showing covered by VaRIEt yY this session. | Suddenly It s Spring (Par), e. are | 
Academy flack, David Bramson. of these films implements our bi- | Overall total for top grossers prob- | Nival in Costa Rica (20th). ‘Pur- 
The announcement whittling the | partisan foreign policy.” , jably will be 10-30% ahead of recent sued (WB), Stairway to” Heaven 
coeerity of whatever flack succeeds | President Truman praised the | sessions which have been below «t ) Jolson Story (Col) and 
lack wes preceded by a statement | value of U. S. newsreels abroad, expectations. Main thing obviou: Locket (RKO). 
rf Jean Hersholt, Academy prexy, Oe ef ee even with the upsurge is that pa-|; Prize money ug very evenly 
receipt of the * “greatest volume M G H ddl ltrons are more than ever spending | split up among other coin-getters 
5 rs . me ol t | ; LA : 
Publicity ever given an annual | annix, oe Z u e 'their coin for hit pictures and pas “Apley ( 20th) soared to fifth place 
awards presentation.” In the three | li hP d ing up lesser entries ince teeing off in Boston an .OGGiy 
months ending March 31, the | In N. . On ng IS rod. Best Yeat (RRO) agai oe Ln a ee 2) 
Acace: ny received a total of 31.847 | er M: . Metro executive f the | h “Fave eB Ha Currentls doing a ter- 
inc} 1es against 23 127 inches in the Eddie Wiahnnix 4 daa a. 1 ae site (Pat ; md olan vais $] ‘4.000 at the Hall new Ea ter 
first » oat a ‘ , , yroducer, arrived in New York from ) ‘ oe ta et 4 t} ' 
il months of last veal } : . af “ ries oO Tox l B the a ft i i r rt 
acini Ceadlea the Coast Sunday (6) fol a we Ag OF ieniiaeni ie , the playir ‘ ’ za there 
homeoffice Conserenee " — pst vr l ho i? 1 ‘ if ne | Stree } () none 
n irm Par- Fox 16m Pool prexy Nicholas M. Schenck . Since I (UT) Nic teed of! ke | ew entre 
Pa : . Ben Goetz. M-G production cniel - nals b VARIETY f : rst 12 b - 
os amount and 20th-Fox combine , England, also arrived from the ; ' ; hie ead ae 
2) ; . as aoe it { 0 ( l f O £ . 
Ct the joint distribution of 16m PIX |Coast over the weekend, [ts e- ® Menthe nit / ' fo we ate 
Ca r foteign countries, except lieved the confabs will revol Te: — , ber ’ 3 a “ as 
anads : : . . me tr +} r i r va 
(T “Ua, Was contirmed vesterday yround production plans it ( , eg” , ; . ; fo +} ies Tw 
uesday) by Emanuel Silverstone ‘ tii in Londo ; " . 
20th In 5 F abe a Metro studios 1 eo an ¢ Years.” plaving oppo | Carré (WB in oO one 
and nte ‘tnational’s homeoffice rep Company chiefs recently “0 f in Ind gre 590.000 N.Y That 
} prexy ) > tar — ss oun aa sig . - would be re na il Kl \ 
ach aaane et ae wo Cot _— nouncea the Racer ws Brean Cincint tease andl Ma (Rep). j ame caterers 
it ‘Pany Nas a 00%, share in wened for the re . —* rs operatio ot ouse? K« 1k it N Y “Harold Diddle- 
war s » ti >» this spring. nM it~ F . hie “shige 
Dar Sa 4 ‘ | wal ome time u a he De big Lo , ‘ : or TA) o new. is fail 200d 
r iniel Frankel, former veepee of dications that “The Secret Garde ae ean rena Seer arte Tecate 
out Continent Fil ot aret O'Brien. wo itd be eacde oO A ( 
Named ve ilms, has been starring Margaret sen, W' Goetz | $82,500 is. Sten Fime Out of Mind” (0) dx steams 
bine nati = manager of the com-. the first film to be turned out — A oO , co ¢ } ) 12 ts N. Y. pree 
le I . . ¢ wmor toc. « ‘ on 
tributj inal arranagements for dis- und his wife sail fo Loi Q oe i tin oe stall — i : (Cc omplete ee ce Reports 
on . . , . , a 1@ wee! an SIN 
and. will sg still under discussion | (Wednesday) aboard — the ; of money done, is “Stall Ou Road” ‘| ou Pages 8-9) 
“it be announced later, | Elizabeth. ! 7 
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WITH PIC EXECUTIVES 


Washington, April 8. 
President Truman was invited yves- 


| terday (Monday) to attend the 25th | 
| anniversary dinner of the Motion | de 


Picture Assn. at the Waldorf in New 
York, May 8, but indicated he would 
be unable to make it. 

Invitation was extended by Eric 
Johnston, Nicholas M. Schenck. N. 
Peter Rathvon and Barney Balaban, 
who called at the White House as 
an industry committee. Truman did 
not positively close the door, asking 
Johnston to contact him in two 
veeks. However, the President said 
chances were slim. 

Johnston took occasion to explain 


the industry’s* foreign problems to | 


Truman. Discussing the cOonversa- 
i tion afterwards with newsmen, 
Johnston said: “We have so’ many 


foreign problems, I can’t tell you ng 


—___—_____— 


SENSATIONAL 


Slump at the b.o., 


long-anticipated 





by the American film industry, is | 
| definitely here. While grosses held 
up excellently during the first two 
months of the year, meeting or 
| exceeding on a nationwide average 
the returns for the same period of 
1946, downgrade was hit during 
March and has continued to the 


present, check by 


While any drop naturally brings 





| office period, and 
| more than it 


biz can fall plenty 


has before it even hits 


j; the level of what was considered 
good” before the war. 

| Still applicable to the situation is 

| what has by now become something 


of an industry 
fallen off 
| terrific.” 


cliche: “Business has 
from sensational to merely 


into the problem of employing a top| One of the factors in the March 
exec to take over studio production | letdown, of course, is that Lent came 
reins. This was the -only matter | earlier this year than last, and so 
of major importance touched on at | direct comparison for the month is | 
the initial conclave of the revised | not accurate. There seems no doubt, 
| board in New York last week and | however, that the effect of the pe- 
is believed a certainty for more | (Continued on page 
detailed discussion at the coming | eas era 
meeting, j : . «tis 
Rep production for the past three! WB F t 

a had been under direct super- | ingerpoin Ing 

vision of president Herbert J. Yates. ° ? 

A substantial number of the board At Boston Via Wald S$ 


On-Location Picture 


the 
matter 


Possibly 
| subject 


most controversial 
Hollywood has yet 


tackled will be the theme of Warner | 


Bros. “Up Till Now,” according to 
| Jerry Wald, who will send the pic- 
jture into production at the end of | 


}this month. Film, to be shot com- 
| pletely in Boston, treats of political 
| extremists, of both the right and left, 
and calls on the average man to 
wake up to the imminent danger of 
losing his civil liberties and to take 
— Wald said. 

| Producer, who 
week in Boston 


spent all 
choosing locations, 
clared he had chosen the town 
|because of its reputation as “The 
{Cradle of Liberty.’ He said he feels 
that the film’s message will be 
|; pointed up by showing that in the 
|jsame city where America . found 
|many of its traditional liberties, it | 
{is perilously close to losing them. 
| City fathers were being 100% co- 
operative, Wald said, and indicated | 
lin no way that they minded the 
fingerpointing. 
Pic will be made with a 
(C ontinued on _bage 18) 


docu- 


VARIETY discloses. | 


on a wave of pessimism, that’s hard- | 


ly called for in this case. Com- 
parisons, it must be remembered. | 
j}are being made with a peak box- 


of last 








Beaucoup Lenshounds 


New York’s annual Fifth ave- 
nue Easter parade, always a 
heavy draw fon out-of-town 
trade, appears to have outdone 
itself in that department this 
year. 

Suie indication of how many 
hinterlanders had migrated into 


the big city was the checkroom 
of the Capitol theatre on Broad- 


way at 6 p.m. It housed an as- 
sortment of 400 cameras, great- 
est number ever ticketed there 


under house policy of not allow- 
ing patrons to carry them to 


their seats. 





Selznick Scoffs 
“At Trade Reports 
He Would Sell Out 


Repeated that 


negotizting to 


reports 


Selznick is 


sell 


its holdings to 


his 


indie unit and all 


major company, of which he'd be- 
chief, 
producer in 
(Tuesday) as 
to even dignify by comment.” It 
has been authoritatively learned, 
however, that at least preliminary | 
negotiations of such a nature have 
taken place, although they are be- 
lieved to have since died, with DOS 
determined to carry on with his 
new Selznick Releasing Organiza- 
tion. 

Selznick spokesman acknowledged 
that a deal 
Alexander 


come production 
by the 


yesterday 


were 
New 
“too absurd 


Korda for release of the 


latter's films by SRO in 
and for SRO films by Korda’s dis- 
tribution outlets abroad. Such a 


(Continued on page 48) 


Marcel Sidinien’s Deal 
For 2 for 20th, London 


Hollywood, April 8. 
Marcel Hellman, British producer, 
| closed a deal here to make two pic- 
tures for 20th-Fox in London before 
|March, 1948. Films will be “This 
|Was a Woman,” based on 
|play by Joan Morgan, and “Sabina,” 
| built on a novel by Joyce Langton. 
| Understood 20th-Fox is negotiat- 
| ing for the two features to be pro- 
“duc ed in England by Mauri ice Ostrer. 








National Boxoffice Survey 


David O. | 


termed | 
York | 


might develop with Sir | 


! 
the U. S. | 


FROM USEN-TI-RE Tendency to On-Location Shooting 


Part of New Concept for Economies 


. With 


skyrocketing 
| production 


costs of picture 
Holly- 


and with no 
be possible in 


continuing to be 
}wood’s No. 1 joy-killer 
indication that it will 
|the foreseeable future 
| those ecosts—the 
Starting to 
anothe1 


concept of 


‘down 
studios are tenta- 
attack the problem 

That's in 
itself, 


reasons 


to brings 


| tively 
| from angle 
the film 

chief 
i Surge to 
| on 


the 
and is one 
the sudden 


lensable completely 


|of the for 
stories 
location 
David O 
film almost 
} now, Jerry 


Selznick is making one 
entirely in New York 
Wald starts another for 
| Warner Bros. in Boston at the end 
|of this month, Mark Hellinger has 
| plans underway for a film to be shot 
completely in Manhattan this spring 
Sol Lesser has an- 
Edd 


and 


summer, 
nounced a Similat plan 
Bracken hopes to get 
with a New York 
a flock of others are 
20th- Fox just completed 
Kiss of Death” in New 
While the ostensible 
the sudden splurge of eastern 
duction is the realism to be 
by on-the-scene shooting, there’s a 
more basic factor. It’s not that it is 
cheaper to film a picture on location 


under way 
and 
the wavy. 
shooting 
York 


reason 


yarn in June, 


on 


ior 
pro- 


gained 


than it is to build sets in a studio 
It often isn't Transportation of 
personnel and equipment 3,000 
miles can easily eat up that dif- 
ferential, 

What's causing the move out of 


(Continued on page 52) 


BUCHMAN TO GC 1007 
INDIE, PROBABLY VIA UA 


Film he’s 


currently working. on, 
“Assigned to Treasury.” will be the 
last he’ll make in association with 
jany studio, according to Sidney 
|Buchman. All his future pictures, 
the producer declared, will be made 
| strictly on an indie basis. “Treasury” 
is being turned out on a 50-50 profit 
sharing arrangement with Columbia. 


Buchman said he has no deal 
definitely set, but it is likely that 
he'll release through United Artists, 
Next pic on his program is “The 
Dark Page,” from a novel by Sam- 
uel Fuller published a few years 
ago. Buchman bought it from How- 


ard Hawks. 

Other yarns he’s preparing for his 
indie unit, he said, are “The -Last 
Frontier,” from the book by Howard 
Fast; “Beethoven,” for which he is 





a Stage 
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(Continued on page 47) 
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WB and Eagle-Lion Bury Hatchet; 


Move Towards Early Peace With U 





The strained relations between? 


Warner Bros. versus Universal and 
Eagle-Lion, for alleged studio raid- 
ing, were halved this week when WB 
and E-L patched the break at peace 
talks, The U-WB tiff also appeared 
close to settlement since talks be- 
tween William Scully, U’s sales head, 
and Harry Kalmine, Warners’ top 
theatre man, are slated for later this 
week. Meanwhile, WB restored 
Universal newsreels and_ started 
booking U’s pix in scatterer spots. 

WB’s armistice with E-L resulted 
in renewed bookings of E-L product 
by WB theatres throughout the 
country. For the past two weeks 
E-L pix had been under the threat of 
@ ban and theatre supervisors had 
marked time pending final word 
from the WB h.o. 

WB’s ruffled feelings over the 
claimed unethical signing of Joan 
Leslie, alumnus of the company, 
were mollified in huddles launched 
in the east by Al Schwalberg, E-L’s 
sales head, and on the Coast by 
Bryan Foy, company’s studio chief. 
Miss Leslie, who’s currently wran- 
gling legally with Warners over her 
contract, had been ticketed and 
played for E-L in that company’s 
“Repeat Performance.” 

WB's ire against U stems from ne- 
gotiations of William Goetz, U’s top 
studio official, for Robert Buckner, 
a Warner producer who’s contract 
expires soon. Reprisal by WB took 
the form of a nix on all U's product 
so far as the former’s theatres are 
concerned. 

While the breach between E-L 
and Warners has been healed there 
still remains the moot point of Miss 
Leslie’s future. She’s been the victor 
so far in her court battle but should 
Warners obtain a reversal on ap- 
peal, E-L may well be out on the 
limb with “Repeat Performance.” 
There’s no question but that it 
would face a legal injunction against 
distribution of the pic unless it set- 
tled eut of court with the WB 
studio. 


Robert Siodmak Seeks 
To Establish Citizenship 
In Unique Memphis Test 


Memphis, April 8. 

Robert Siodmak, Hollywood direc- 
tor who has rung the bell lately with 
“Spiral Staircase,” “The Killers” and 
“Dark Mirror,” has entered the 
courts here to establish proof of his 
citizenship. 

Action is believed to be unique in 
court circles here. Through his at- 
torney, R. L. Taylor, Siodmak asks 
that chancery court order Carl 
Stokes, criminal court clerk, to come 
before it and testify so that the facts 
of his American citizenship can be 
spread upon official records. (Natur- 
alization was the jurisdiction of 
criminal court here until 1906.) 

Siodmak’s plea alleges that his 
father, Ignatz Siodmak, came to 
Memphis from his home at Krakow, 
in Austria-Hungary, on Jan. 1, 1886, 
and was naturalized in the criminal 
courts here on April 29, 1893, but 
that a record of the granting of 
citizenship can no longer be found 
in official documents here. 

Several years later, the elder Siod- 
mak returned to Leipzig, Germany, 
married Rose Phillipine Bloom, and 
to that union the present director 
was born in Leipzig on Apri! 8, 1900. 
For years, various tradepaper biog- 
raphies had listéd Siodmak as having 
been born in Memphis and returned 
to Germany with his parents during 

(Continued on page 20) 








Helprin Flying Across 
For Korda London Confab 


Morris Helprin, American rep of 
Sir Alexander Korda, planes to Lon- 
don Friday (11) for conferences 
with the British producer. At the 
top of their agenda, it is understood, 
are discussions of a releasing deal 
now pending for product of Korda’s 


Ivan Foxwell in U.S. On 
Talent Hunt for Eng. Pic 


With Joan Temple’s’_ current 
London play, “No Room at the Inn,” 
planned as his first independent film 
production, British pic producer 
Ivan Foxwell arrived in New York, 
Monday (7) aboard the Queen Eliz- 
abeth and leaves for the Coast, Fri- 
day (11) on a talent hunt, among 
other things. He expects to re- 
main in the U. S. for three or four 
weeks before returning to England. 
Just out of the Army, Foxwell has 
prepared a rough draft of the script 
in collaboration with Paul Tabori. 
Starting date has not as yet been 
set. Before the war producer was 
associated with B.U.P. Francais. 
Firm made “Carrefour” in 1938 
which Metro bought and filmed as 
“Crossroads,” a Hedy Lamarr-Wil- 
liam Powell starrer four years later. 


Schlesinger Due 
For U.S. Contab 


Tri- power meet among Nate 
Blumberg, Universal’s prexy J. Ar- 
thur Rank and I. W. Schlesinger, 
head of the Schlesinger theatrical 
interests in South Africa, is slated 
for early in May in New York. 
Schlesinger sails for the States this 
month to meet with his new part- 
ners and to map their future course 
in Africa. 

Final details on the tri-pact in 
which Rank and U last month 
bought into exhibition and distribu- 
tion phases of the Schlesinger or- 
ganization will be nailed down, It’s 
also understood that the trio will 
talk a production program for 
South Africa. That’s in the cards 
under the current deal recently an- 
nounced. 

It’s understood that I. W. Schles- 
Inger would like to remain in the 
U. S. and turn over actual operation 
of his South African interests to his 
son. With that aim, it’s reported that 
he’ll 0.0. the American scene to see 
whether it’s feasible for the South 
African group to build up a circuit 
in this country. Schlesinger was 
born here and later emigrated to 
the British Dominion. 


ENTERPRISE EXECS’ N.Y. 
MEET PRE-‘ARCH’ PREEM 


Enterprise exec staff will conclave 
in New York this week, with David 
Loew, David Lewis and Bill Blowitz 
already east; Bob Taplinger arriv- 
ing today (Wednesday) and Charles 
Einfeld coming in Friday (11). They 
will view “Arch of Triumph,” which 
was brought east at the end of 
February for editing, and stay for 
the preem of “The Other Love” at 
the Rivoli, N.Y., April 30. 

Loew and Einfeld, Enterprise 
pards, will confer with United Art- 
ists distribution chief Grad Sears 
on releasing plans for “Arch,” while 
Taplinger, publicity-advertising di- 
rector, and Blowitz, top flack, will 
huddle with UA pub-ad head Paul 
Lazarus, Jr. 


J. H. Cooper Foundation 
Active in Two States 


Denver, April 8. 

Philanthropic works of J. H. 
Cooper, who died last year, are be- 
ing carried out by trustees made up 
of Lincoln, Neb., business men. 
Cooper operated theatres in Colb- 
rado and Nebraska in partnership 
with Paramount. Pet project of 
Cooper was with cattle, and before 
his death he donated $80,000 to 
, Colorado Agricultural College to 
| improve dairy herds in Nebraska 
and Colorado. 


Other projects of —. Cooper 














London Film Productions in the 
VU. S. 

Helprin will. clso visit Korda’s 
Paris offices to confab with Walter 
Schmidt, French rep. He will be 
gone two to three weeks in all. 

Robert Stevenson, who is under 


contract to direct a film for Korda | 


in England, .and Leslie Mitchell, 
Korda’s top flack, who has been in 
the U. S. learning American pub- 
licity methods, will leave for Britain 


| delinquency by both 
| Colo., and the Greeley, Colo. Ki- 
| Wanis 


| Foundation include supporting nine 
| young women in nursing training; 
two scholarships at School of Music 
at Colorado College; two scholar- 
ships at University of Denver; four 
scholarships at Colorado State 
, Teachers College. 

Foundation furnishes half of 
,money in campaign against juvenile 
the Pueblo, 
Clubs; 10 


boys are main- 


aboard the Queen Elizabeth tod:iy |tained at Father Flannigan’s Boys 


(Wednesday). 


© 26th 


j Town, 


/ P > ‘ l¢ 


Wright at NW Allied Meet 


Minneapolis, April 8. 

Robert Wright, assistant attorney 
general, will be principal speaker at 
convention of North-Central Allied 
Theater Owners, April 21-22 at 
Nicollet hotel here. Ben Berger, 
North-Central president, announced 
Wright had agreed to. talk. 

Wright will interpret the decree 
in the feature session of the conven- 
tion. 


Rank’s Busy U.S. . 
Sked, May 8 On 


J. Arthur Rank will spend the first 
few weeks of his U. S. visit on busi- 
ness and public appearances and 
then devote the balance of his two- 
month stay to personal affairs, ac- 
cording to Robert Benjamin, prexy 
of Rank’s U. S. organization. He 
plans to board the Queen Elizabeth, 
May 2, along with his wife and John 





Davis, his top assistant, arriving 
May 7 in New York. 
Details of the British tycoon’s 


itinerary are as follows, Benjamin 
said: 

1, May 8—the 25th anniversary 
dinner of the Motion Picture Assn., 
as guest of honor, where he and Eric 
Johnston will be principal speakers. 

2. May 9—address the World Sun- 
day School Assn, of which he is 
world chairman. 

3. May 19—journey to Toronto to 
talk before the Empire Club of 
Canada. 

4. May 24—continuing his Domin- 
ion visit, address the Canadian Club 
of Vancouver. 

5. Thereafter visit his daughter, 
Mrs, Fred M. Packard, in Los 
Angeles, where Rank will see his 
grandchild for the first time. He’ll 
spend at least four weeks with his 
daughter, 

6. July 17—return to England, 

While in New York, Rank will at- 
tend Universal board meetings as a 
director and confer with Nate Blum- 
berg, U’s prez; Arthur Krim, Eagle- 
Lion chief; and Robert Young, head- 
man of Pathe Industries, Benjamin 
said. 

Before another year is up, the 
British filmmaker also intends trek- 
king to Australia, New Zealand and 
South Africa, Benjamin disclosed, 


‘Casting’ MPA’s 25th 
Anni Dinner a Problem 


One of the problems that has been 
keeping the Motion Picture Associa- 
tion committee on the 25th anni din- 
ner in almost daily sessions is de- 
termining who can be eliminated 
from the list of invitees. Shindig 
May 8, at which J. Arthur Rank will 
be a principal speaker, must be 
limited by space restrictions to the 
750 to 800 top people in the film in- 
dustry. That necessitates some cau- 
tious pruning to prevent creation of 
ill-will, rather than the good-will 
for which the dinner is intended. 

About 1,500 persons can be accom- 
modated in the ballroom of the 
Waldorf-Astoria, N. Y. Intention is 
to divide the invitations about even- 
ly between picture people and out- 
siders, including leading Govern- 
mental figures—President Truman is 
being asked to attend—bankers, in- 
dustrial tycoons and public opinion 
leaders. 

About $25,000 is being budgeted 
for the dinner, with the cost-pro- 
rated among the MPA member com- 
panies. Admittance will be solely by 
invite. No tickets will be sold. 


’ ‘Dp: ? 
Hepburn’s Metro ‘River 
Hellywood, April 8. 
Katharine Hepburn draws the 
femme star role in “The House 
Above the River,” slated to roll in 
September at Metro. 
Sam Zimbalist will produce, with 
the director to be named within the 
next few weeks. 











N. Y. to Europe 
Lewis Allen 
Leonard Bernstein 
Jussi Bjoerling 
Alexander Brailowsky 
Virginia Cherrill 
C. S. Forester 
Ben Goetz 
John Grierson 
Joseph Hazen 
Morrjs Helprin ’ 
W. Ray Johnston 
Beatrice Lillie 
Leslie Mitchell 
Boris Morros 
E. Howard Reinheimer 
Robert Stevenson 





Hal Wallis 
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and Pix theatres. 


surprise lines: 
“Congratulations to the Arcadia 
the Academy Award winner, ‘The 


crowds in Philadelphia history.” 





Eagle-Lion, Like U, 
Preferestial Time in Rank Houses 


4 





Kaye’s Dad’s Illness 
Rushes Comedian East 


Serious illness of his father 
brought Danny Kaye and his wife, 
Sylvia Fine, to New York from the 
Coast last week, Couple arrived on 
Wednesday and returned over the 
weekend, Trip also gave them a 
chance to see their new baby. 

Kaye is awaiting start of shooting 
on “That's Life,’ remake by Samuel 
Goldwyn of his “Ball of Fire.” Miss 
Fine is in the midst of doing the 
lyrics for the pic—she’s doing all 
of them—thus the rush to return to 
the Coast. 


U-Rank Pact Set 
For Over 21 Yrs. 


Universal’s pact with J. Arthur 
Rank runs fof 21 years and gen- 
erally improves U's distribution 
terms with the British outfit, Robert 
Benjamin, head of Rank’s U. S. or- 
ganization, reported last week. The 
Anglo-American deal is threefold, 
Benjamin said on his return from 
a short visit to England, since it 
sets up a general partnership ar- 
rangement; provides for reciprocal 
distribution and covers the acquisi- 
tion of new theatres throughout the 
world. 

“Rank and Universal will pick 
up theatres wherever they can,” 
Benjamin explained. “It’s their hope 
that Universal will expand substan- 
tially in Latin America and the U.S. 
but the time, right now, isn’t ripe. 
In the U. S. we'll wait until we see 
how the decree makes out. Techni- 
cally speaking, the deal with the 
Schlesinger interests in South 

(Continued on page 20) 


Bevhills Nixes Oaters 


Hollywood, April 8. 

Sophisticated Beverly Hills citi- 
zens are uninterested in news or 
westerns, so Bevhills Hitching Post 
theatre is changing policy. Bows to- 
morrow (Wednesday) as the Beverly 
Canon, offering “Blue Skies” and 
shorts. 

Owners Buddy Adler, Gregory 
Carter and Horace Boos will con- 
tinue galloper policy on Saturday 
and Sunday mornings for the kids. 
The Santa Monica and Hollywood 
Hitching Posts will continue hoss 
opera policy. 


N. » to a A. 
Nate J. Blumberg 
Al Brackman 
Alphonse Brisson 
Herman Citron 
Anthony Collins 
Mike Curtiz 
Delmar Daves 
David Goodis 
David M. Holtzmann 
Arthur Krim 
Raymond Massey 
Bill Miller 
Irving Mills 
Sidney Mills 
Jerry Pickman 
Hal Roach 
Alfred W. Schwalberg 
Monte Shaff 
Barbara Stanwyck 
Dorothy Stewart 
E. J. Tait 
Jonie Taps 
Robert Taylor 
Jerry Wald 
Philip Waxman 














Max Youngstein 


‘ 





Bear Thee Gifts’ 


Philadelphia, April g, 


All that glitters is not gold and all that appears to be altruism, 
F’rinstance, the case of the Fox theatre ads here last week, which made 
Philadelphia's film row blink when it noted on the bottom the &ra- 
cious plug for “Best Years of Our Lives,” playing at the rival Arcadia 


Then someone at the Fox let the cat out of the sack: Since both the 
Arcadia and Pix are limited seaters and since crowds are coming into 
town to see the big Oscar-winner, and since many people are unable 
to get in, and since the Fox lies close to both the Arcadia and the p 
it figures on getting a hefty portion of the overflow. 

Ipso facto, the bigger the crowds drawn by “Years,” the better the 
attendance at the Fox’s “Carnival in Costa Rica.” That’s why, across 
the bottom of the latter’s ads, manager Harold Seidenberg put the 


ix, 


and Pix theatres on their book of 
Best Years of Our Lives.’ This js 


one of the great pictures of all time and deserving of the greatest 








ee 


Beneficiary Of 


With a terrific jamblock on Brit- 
ish playing time making it impos- 
sible for a new American pic to hit 
one of the three major circuits be- 
fore November, agreement between 
Eagle-Lion and the J. Arthur Rank 
interests is proving a sizeable boon 
to the U. S, company, E-L’s deal 
with Rank, according to Arthur 
Krim, former’s prexy, guarantees 
the Yank outfit that its pix will play 
either the Gaumont or Odeon ecir- 
cuits promptly upon delivery of 
prints. Only delay allowed under 
the pact is sufficient time to build 
up preliminary exploitation and ad- 
vertising. 

Universal is also a beneficiary un- 
der a similar arrangement. Conse- 
quently, “Lost Honeymoon” which 
Krim brought to England on his re- 
cent three-week visit will play the 
entire Odeon circuit as the first E-L 
export with its opening set for May. 
Krim, by reason’ of the pact, was 
also able to set dates for “Repeat 
Performance” on May 15; “Out of 
the Blue,” June 15; “Red Stallion,” 
June 30; “Love from a Stranger,” 
July 31; and “Captain Casanova,” 
Sept. 1. « 

Implementing E-L’s deal with 
Rank, arrangements have been con- 
cluded, Krim said, for a compre- 
hensive exchange of talent, material 
and knowledge between the two 
companies, This contemplates swap- 
ping stars, location and stock foot- 
age, files and other information. On 
request, Rank will shoot scenes for 
E-L and the latter will reciprocate 
for the British organization. 

While overseas, Krim also closed 

(Continued on page 47) 


L. A. to N. Y. 


Stuart Aaron 
Larry Adler 
Richard Aldrich 
Lewis Allen 
Barney Balaban 
Joseph Barry 

A. Pam Blumenthal 
Karen Booth 
Charles S. Boren 
Carol Brandt 
Lester Cowan 
Charles Einfeld 
Jerry Fairbanks 
Sylvia Fine 
Emerson Foote 
Charlie Foy 

Y. Frank Freeman 
Carl Guthric 
Cecilia DeMille Harper 
Ben Hecht 

Marcel Hellman 
William Ross Howard 
Ross Hunter 

Burl Ives 

Alien Jones 

Danny Kaye 
Veronica Lake 
Dorothy Lamour 
Mrs. Lyle Latell 
Frank Launder 
Gertrude Lawrence 
Howard Levinson 
Col. Nathan Levinsen 
Harold Lewis 

Dr. Peter Lindstrom 
Mrs. Paul Lukas 
Charles MacArthur 
Eddie Mannix 
Jerry Mason 
William Mayberry 
Booth McCracken 
Fred McCracken 
Jerry Fairbanks 
Quentin Reynolds 
Benny Rubin 
George Schneider 
Randolph Scott 
Jules Seltzer 
Frank Sinatra 
Robert Taplinger 
Andre de Toth 
Harry Warner 
Fred Wilcox 
Judith Woodbury 
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Despite Decree’s Stay, Competitive 


Film Bidding Idea May Be Retained 





With a stay of the decree granted 
| Decree Snarl Postpones 


esterday (Tues.) by U. S. Supreme 
Pourt Justice Stanley F. Reed, the 
chances of distribs continuing com- 
petitive bidding are still good. The 
fact is that bid selling, once viewed 
py the majors with a mixture of 
fear and dismay, has proved not to 
be the terrible bugaboo it sounded 
when initially edicted by the court 
last summer. A canvass of a good 
many. distribution execs indicates 
they like the taste they’ve had of 
bidding. 

Roundup of distributor opinion 
revealed company sales heads feel- 
ing they’ve really had too little ex- 
perience to give 2 full-scale opinion 
on it, but certainly the widespread 
tests they’ve all made during the 
past few months have proved highly 
successful. They, at least, at the 
moment, think they like the new 
method of selling. 


Exhibitor side of the industry is 
definitely not in agreement. hile 
gome theatre operators are un- 


doubtedly pleased at being able to 
obtain product never before avail- 
able to them, most of them have the 
idea that bidding is just another 
device that will enable the distribs 
to extract higher rentals. 

Distribs maintain they are not 
averaging any greater income from 
theatres in bidding areas, but they 
are getting longer playing time on 
their bigger pictures. Concessions 
being made by the exhibs in their 
bids is mainly taking this form of 
adding a day or two to a run—which 
suits the distribs fine, of course, 
since increased playing time is one 
of the basic factors in upping total 
gross of any film. 

On. the other hand, distribs are 
pot denying that they’ve been get- 
ting perhaps 5% more rental than 
usual in a number of cases, although 
they claim total so obtained is 
meager. Exhibs as a whole, they say, 
reasonable, despite that it has hap- 
pened in some isolated cases where 
an operator wants to establish a new 
policy for his house. 

The greatest bugaboo anticipated 
has hardly come to pass at all, say 
the distribs. That’s the difficulty 
that was foreseen in choosing be- 
tween close bids, with the resultant 
fear that there’d be a flock of law- 


(Continued on page 18) 


PAR PARDS’ POWWOW 
ON COAST RE DECREE 


Large contingent of officials from 
Paramount’s h.o. will attend the 
eneral powwow on decree prob- 
ems now set for May 6-9 at Arrow- 
head Springs, Calif. Conclave is 
planned as a followup on the Florida 
meet last winter and Par’s partners 
are also expected to gather en masse. 
H.o. forces will be led by Barney 
Balaban, Par’s prez, and Leonard 
Goldenson, theatre head. Also ap- 
Dearing will be Austin C. Keough, 
general counsel, and Edward L. Hy- 
man, Leon D. Netter and Robert 
Weitman, veepees of Paramount 
Theatres Service Corp. Other theatre 
execs included in the party will be 
Montague Gowthorpe, Walter Gross, 
Eonemnae, J. J. Deitch and Hal 
eira. 








Small Sets 2 in Public 
Domain for Col. Release 


Hollywood, April 8. 

Edward Small closed a deal to 

produce two films, both based on 

Stories in public domain, for release 
through Columbia. 

First to go is “D’Artagnan,” built 

On character by Alexandre Dumas. 

nd is a film version of the 


Robert Louis Stevenso novel, ‘The 
Black Arrow.” ” , 


Non-Profit Labor Pix 


n Non-profit film center to produce 
nd distribute non-theatrical films 
a been organized in New York by 
‘a Presentatives of about 100 na- 
_ labor and civic organizations. 
R Obert Delson, former counsel of 

public pictures, is chairman of 





ATA Convention a While 


Convention of the American The- 
atres Assn., originally scheduled for 
April, will probably be postponed 
several months. ATA’s prexy Si 
Fabian and board chairman Ted 
Gamble have decided to ask for the 
delay because of the current uncer- 
tainty in pix selling under the de- 
cree. ATA biggies figure that the 
present muddle, derived in part from 
the anti-trust stay, will unsnarl itself 
in the next 60 days. 

Consequently, ATA board mem- 
bers are being polled on a postpone- 
ment in the convention with an af- 
firmative answer more than likely. 


Indie’s Ad Reads: 
Closed on Acct 
Of Pix Monopoly’ 


Cape Girardeau, Mo., April 8. 

With a half-page blast against dis- 
tribs in a local newspaper as obli- 
gato and marquee signs reading: 
“Closed due to motion picture mo- 
nopoly,” The Esquire theatre, Cape 
Girardeau, Mo., has announced the 
closing of its doors because of a 
charged inability to book first-run 
pix. The house, ads declared, will 
reopen from time to time when 
“pictures of the type you want to 
see are available to us.” 

Tilting with the majors, the Es- 
quire asserted at length in its ad that 
a “ruthless dictatership” had pre- 
vented it from buying first-runs 
away from the Broadway and Or- 
pheum theatres, affiliates of the 
Fox-Midwest circuit. Esquire was 
opened Jan. 22 with an announced 
policy of exclusive first-runs and, 
rather than play oldies previously 
shown in all houses in Cape 
Girardeau, would resort to the new 
open-and-shut policy, the ad said. 

Publicly piling complaint upon 
complaint, the ad told the public 
that even when a film is made 
available “the price we have to pay 
is prohibitive and we are assured of 
a loss before we show it.” Appar- 
ently referring to the new competi- 
tive bid selling, ad continued, “Since 
the Esquire opened, some of the 
companies have placed minimum 
prices for their pictures in Cape 
Girardeau, higher than they have 
ever received here and higher than 
they receive in other cities of 
similar size.” 


Par May Distribute 
British-Made ‘Cradle’ 


Parzmount may acquire the U. S. 
release rights to the Madeleine Car- 
roll starrer, “White Cradle Inn,” 
according to the film’s producer, Ian 
Maclaren, who arrived in New York 
Monday (7) aboard the Queen 
Elizabeth for a two-week stay. He 
4 stated that, eccording to the terms 
of Miss Carroll's contract, Par is 
granted first call on any outside 
films she may make. 

Bringing a print with him, 
Maclaren said it would be screened 
for Par and the company’s option 
affords it 10 days to decide. Pic- 
ture, in which Ien Hunter appears 
as the mafe lead, was three months 
in production. Two-thirds were 
made on location in Switzerland 
while the remainder was shot at Sir 
Alexander Korda’s Worton Hall stu- 








dio. British-Lion is releasing in 
Europe. . 
His next film, Maclaren said, 


would be a remake of the 1927 UFA 
silent, “Blue Light,” which sterred 
Hitler’s favorite, Leni Reifenstahl. 
Part of this will be made in the 
Dolomite section of the Italian- 
Austrian Alps while the rest will be 
done in Britain as was the case of 
“White Cradle.” While in the U. S. 
the producer pointed out he'll seek 
a femme lead inasmuch as Miss 





© center’s executive committee. 


Carroll will not appear in “Light.” 


BUT THEATRE 
TABUS STAND 


Washington, April 8. 
All selling practices and restric- 
tions, provided in the anti-trust de- 


cree were stayed yesterday (Tues.) 
until final decision on the appeal un- 
der an order signed by U. S. Su- 
preme Court Justice Stanley F. Reed. 
There were but two exceptions—the 
order doesn’t apply to long-term 
franchises which are still out nor 
does it cover 20th-Fox and National 
Theatres since a special provision 
was inserted for those two defend- 
ants confining their stay to competi- 
tive selling and arbitration system 
provisos. 


As to the seven other majors, the 
order has the following effect: 

1. Stalls the official start on 
competitive selling. 

2. Legalizes gi Ar gs un- 
til the Supreme Court rules on 
the question. 

3. Permits block booking for 
the time being. 

4. Restores clearance regula- 
tions to their erstwhile state. 
In effect, this makes any reason- 
able clearance okay. Removes 
the rule placing the burden on 
distribs to justify the reasonable- 
ness of any clearance provision. 

5. Suspends the _ regulation 
which would have given an ex< 
hibitor the right to demand a run 
on written notice to a distrib. 

6. Keeps the arbitration sys- 
tem operating up until a Su- 
preme Court decision. 


applies only to one and six of the 
preceding paragraph. The duo 
through their lawyer, John G. Cas- 
key, had bitterly opposed any delay 
in the decree’s operations except 
that applying to arbitration and the 


|separate decision is a result of that 


opposition. 


To insure prompt action in the 
appeal proceedings, Justice Reed’s 
order provided that the stay be va- 
cated as to any defendant who failed 
to docket its appeal and file its rec- 
ord with the Supreme Court clerk by 
May 20, 1947, 


The order in no wise delays de- 
cree provisions on theatre opera- 
tions. Big Five must, therefore, pro- 
ceed with the breakup of pools; the 
freeze on theatre expansion stands; 
and the two-year deadline on par- 
tial divorcement still holds, 


WB’S FINALE DRIVE TO 
20TH ANNI OF SOUND 


As windup to the year-long cele- 
bration of the 20th year of talking 
pictures, Warner Bros. will hold a 
13-week sales drive beginning April 
26, according to Ben Kalmenson, 
vice-prexy and general sales man- 
ager. WB’s Canadian exchanges, 
which were prevented from joining 
the U. S. branches in sales drives 
held during the last several years 
because of wartime restrictions, will 
participate in the competition. 

Series of regional meetings in con- 
nection with the drive will be eon- 
ducted by division sales managers. 








Kussel Sues Par for 100G 
On ‘Cross My Heart’ Title 


Suit for $100,000 damages, plus an 
accounting of the profits, was filed 
in New York supreme court Monday 
(7) by playwright Daniel Kussel 
against Paramount for alleged mis- 
appropriation of the copyrighted 
title of Kussel’s original play, “Cross 
My Heart.” Par last year released a 
film under that title starring Betty 
Hutton and Sonny Tufts. 

Kussel charged in his brief that 
Par was guilty of unfair competi- 
tion. Since his play was completed 
before September, 1928, and has 
been publicly performed in theatres 
throughout the country since that 
day. 

Par attorneys offered a general 
denial of the charges, claiming the 
phrase “cross my heart” had been 
used for the titles of books, plays, 
etc., long before the date of Kussel’s 
play. They claimed the plaintiff had 
no original copyright to the title. 





As to 20th and NT, the suspension | 


M SELLING OFF 





Dissipate Fears 


4 


122 Pix From 12 Distribs in April-June 


of Any Shortages 





Goldwyn Resumes On 
‘Wife’ With Koster 


Hollywood, April 8. 

Samuel Goldwyn will resume pro- 
duction of “The Bishop’s Wife” April 
14, after a three-week delay during 
which the story was revamped by 
Robert E. Sherwood. 

Picture goes back into work with 
Henry Koster taking over the direc- 
tor chore, left vacant by the resig- 
nation of William A. Seiter, 


UA OKs Distrib 
Deals for Coslow, 
Gross and Small 


Three releasing deals with indie 
producers were approved yesterday 
(Tues.) at a United Artists’ board 
meeting in New York. UA biggies 
okayed five musicals to be produced 





lease. 

Board agreed to handle an all- 
star pic by Edward Gross and asso- 
ciates based on the current best- 
seller, “Mrs, Mike” by Benedict and 
Nancy Freedman. 
selection of the Literary Guild and 
will also receive condensation treat- 
ment by Reader’s Digest in July. 
Film is earmarked for a $2,000,000 





budget. 

Approval was given to a venture 
by partners Edward Small and Roly 
ert Young to turn out two high bud- 
get pix within 18 months with 
Young starring in both. First is 
based on the novel, “The Lovers” by 
Samuel Fuller while the second will 
be another best-seller, as yet un- 
announced. 

Mary Pickford, UA co-owner, and 
Grad Sears, veepee in charge of dis- 
tribution, attended the meeting. 





Coslow-Frank Producing™ 
Solo, Ditto Monte Proser 


Hollywood, April 8. 


Sam Coslow and David Hersh 
have split, following completion of 
their “Copacabana” (UA), indie 
production in which they were part- 
nered with Hollywood agent George 
Frank, Walter Bachelor and Monte 
Proser. Coslow is remaining on the 
Samuel Goldwyn lot, with other UA 
releases on his agenda, Frank will 
be his associate. 

Proser, meantime, is planning his 
own series of “Copa Girl” indies. 
Hersh also has other film financing 
plans since that is his particular 
metier. 





Salesmen Negotiate 
For Bargaining Status 


Chicago, April 8. 


In the first move to obtain recog- 
nition of the film salesman as a bar- 
gaining unit, Coliseum of Motion 
Picture Salesmen of America, 
headed by Arthur M. Van Dyke, 
20th-Fox, Chicago, announced here 
last week that it was negotiating 
with three film companies to cor- 
rect “inequalities” in salesmen’s 
salaries. 

Van Dyke emphasized that the or- 
ganization was not a union, and that 
it would not become a union unless 
51% of the membership requested 
union status, a possibility that he 
was loath to admit. 





BOGEAUS’ BROMFIELD BUY 


“Early Autumn,” Louis Bromfield’s 
1926 Pulitzer-prize-winning novel, 
has been purchased for the screen } 
by Benedict Bogeaus. It will go into 
production next fall for United Ar- 
tists release. 

Deal is being negotiated by which 





Bromfield may do the screenplay. 


4 


by Sam Coslow, each of which are | 
to cost over $1,500,000. Coslow last | and 1” 
completed “Copacabana” for UA re-| starrer, “Welcome Stranger;” War- 





Exhibitor wails of a product short- 
age should diminish to pianissimo if 
current releasing plans of the eight 
majors, Eagle-Lion and the three 
minors for 1947’s second quarter are 
followed through. The 12 distribs 
are aiming to step up the tempo by 
dispatching to U. S, screens a total 
of 122 pix during the months of 
April, May and June, survey by 
VarIeETY discloses. In effect, it means 
a considerable advance over the 100 
films which the companies ear- 
marked for the first quarter of the 
current stanza. 


Of that number the majors’ share 
will be 70 films, while the four other 
distribs contribute an added 52. Out- 
and-out Yank features will total 103 
pix, with the balance consisting of 
four British-made films and 15 oat- 
ers. T'wo of the British properties, 
“Great Expectations” and “Odd Man 
Out,” both handled by Universal, 
should prove above average grossers 
in their own right. 


Film buyers should have a fairly 
juicy flock of potential heavy earn- 
ers to choose from, since all majors 
will release at least one top-budget- 
ed vehicle. Among the most promis- 
ing to hit the theatres in the second 
semester will be Metro’s “The Year- 
ling,” RKO’s “Honeymoon” with 
Shirley Temple, Guy Madison and 
Franchot Tone, Universal’s “The Egg 
Paramount’s Bing Crosby 





ners’ “Stallion Road” and “The Two 
Mrs. Carrolls;’” United Artists’ “Car- 
negie Hall,” and 20th-Fox’s “The 
Late George Apley.” 


Two reissues are heading for gen- 


It’s the March | eral release accompanied by sizable 


| ballying. They'll be Metro’s “The 
| Great Waltz” and 20th’s “Alexander's 
| Ragtime Band.” And added to the 
| big pictures heading for the ex- 
| changes during the three months are 
| a number of solid grossers currently 
making the rounds. They include 
“Best Years of Our Lives,” “Stairway 
| to Heaven,” “The Jolson Story” and 
| “Razor's Edge.” 
| Columbia again heads the majors 
| for the number of releases planned, 
| (Continued on page 22) 


M-G STILL NURTURING 
ITS NO. OF RELEASES 


Metro has scheduled two new films 
and one reissue for May, bringing 
the total of releases since the first 
of the year to 14. Two new pic- 
tures include “High Barbaree,” Van 
Johnson-June Allyson starrer, and 
“Undercover Maisie,” starring Ann 
Sothern. Reissue is “The Great 
Waltz,” starring Luise Rainer. 

Fact that only two new films have 
been earmarked for May release 
indicates that Metro will adhere to 
its originally-announced plan of 
putting out only two or three films 
a month for the rest of the year. 
Recently-announced boost in Metro’s 
production slate, with the company 
having in the works 44 different 
films, had given rise to speculation 
that this might engender a coinci- 
dent boost in releases. 

“Waltz” follows “Boomtown” as 
the second reissue of the year. This 
is in line with the policy of Metro 
sales veepee William F. Rodgers to 
release the oldies sparingly so as not 
to flood the market and thereby 
harm boxoffice potentialities of new 
product. 


Amber Will Love In 
2-Dozen Languages 


Hollywood, April 8. 

Worldwide distribution of “For- 
ever Amber,” currently in produc- 
tion at 20th-Fox, will be hopped up 
by dubbing or subtitles in 24 lan- 
guages. Studio aims at early release 
of the picture in as many countries 
as possible to recover its heavy in- 
vestment. 

Foreign languages to be used are 
French, German, Spanish, Norwe- 
gian, Swedish, Danish, Italian, Czech, 
Finnish, Polish, Dutch, Hungarian, 
Turkish, Arabic, Chinese, Japanese, 
Afghan, Portuguese, Hindustani, 
Greek, Bulgarian, Siamese and Ja- 
vanese. 
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Loew's Well Heeled to Refinance 
Those Theatres Not 95% Controlled 


Loew's should retain its driver’s * 
perch in metropolitan New York as | 
the top-ranking circuit despite the 
threat of the decree’s partial di- 
vorcement. Only 15 of the com- 
pany’s houses in the five boroughs 
are partially owned and none of 
these by less than 50%. Of the en- 
tire Loew’s chain of 174 theatres, in 
and out of New York, some 76 fall | 
into the classification of being held 
by more than 5% and less than 
95%. 


The decree hits the company much 
harder elsewhere than New York} 
and Loew’s has already started 
trimming its financial sails to meet 
the demand for ready cash. That’s 
been done not only by the sharp 
curtailment of overhead ordered at | 
the studios but also by the new $15.,- | 
000,000 long-term loan which it 
closed last week. 


The parent organization already 
had in excess of $40,000,000 in cash 
and Government bonds which could 
be called on to buy out theatre 
partners. Its funded indebtedness of 
$40,000,000 (plus the new $15,000,000) 
is met by annual-payments of $2,- 
500,000 which is no great drain upon 
the company’s resources. The new 
loan consists of $6,000,000 for eight 
years at 2% interest and $9,000,000 
of 2.85% debentures, due July 15, 
1965, neither of which should hamper 
Loew’s while the company takes on 
the challenge posed by the two-year 
deadline for acquiring the theatres. 


Liquid Position 


It’s fortunate for Loew’s that its 
position is so liquid—following the | 
profitable war years—since there | 
are some substantial interests, fis- | 
cally speaking, in the hands of its 
partners. In Boston .alone, for in- 
stance, the 22% interest held by out- 
siders in three houses represents | 

(Continued on page 20) 


Alhed’s 6 at $750,000 
Via Monogram in ’47-’48 
Besides Regular Slate 


Minimum of six films from its pro- } 
ducing affiliate, Allied Artists, 





Rita Hayworth’s Bally 
Abroad for Her Col. Pic 


Rita Hayworth arrives in New 
i York next ong ey | (12) prepara- 
tory to leaving for Europe, April 16 
‘on the S. S. Veendam, She'll remain 
abroad until July 25, combining a 
vacation with a widespread exploita- | 
'tion campaign for Columbia's “Down 
to Earth,” which she just completed. 

Her first stop is Rotterdam for 
three days, then Brussels for three 
days and then Paris. She'll remain 
ithere for two months, making short 
trips to the south of France, Switzer- 
land and Italy. Following that she'll 
go to London. 

Col’s European staff is setting up 
press interviews for each stop on 
Miss Hayworth’s itinerary. 


Schenck Buys 
Big Loew's Block 


Philadelphia, April 8. 

Acquisition of a huge block of 
Loew’s common stock by Nicholés | 
| M. Schenck was hi, h spot of trad- 

ing in film securities during the | 
month ending March 10, according | 
to the monthly report of the Securi- | 
ties and Exchange Commission. 
Loew’s prez reported purchase of 
42,388 shares of Loew's, making his 
total 62,727. He also reported the 
presentation of 1,000 shares to charity 
last January. 

Spyros P. Skouras, 20th-Fox prexy, 
disclosed that he sold 42,000 of 20th- 
Fox common, bringing his total 
down to 5,250 shares. he transac- 
tion took place last January. « 

Activity in Warners’ stock 
cluded the sale of 4,000 shares by 
Harry Warner, bringing his total to 
296,000. His trust holds 16,000. Jack 
Warner disposed of 1,000 shares 
during the month, making his total 
428,000. The Jack Werner trust ac- 
quired 1,500 additional shares. Al- 
bert Warner reported holding 430,- 
000 shares of WB common. 

Daniel M. Sheaffer, Philadelphia, 
is| sold 600 shares of Universal Pictures 

















slated to be released during 1947-48; common. He now holds 17,707 
season, . according to Monogram | shares. 
prexy Steve Broidy, who added. that Herbert J. Yates added 4,700 


the pictures are to be budgeted at | shares of Republic Pictures common, 
$756,000 each. This is in addition to | making his total 44,300. Frederick 
the regular '47-'48 Mono production | R. Ryan purchased 1,000 shares of 
slate, which calls for 48 films. | Republic, 

Broidy said three Allied Artists’ | 
pictures will be ready for release tures exercised their options to pur- 
this year, plus some 10 or 12 regular | Chase Monogram common. Samuel 
Monogram features which are sched- | Broidy added 5,000 shares to his 
uled to be completed by Oct. 1. Aside | total, making it 12,709; Edward 
from Roy del Ruth’s “It Happened | Morey, 600 shares, total, 1,500; Sam- 
on Fifth Avenue,” already in release, | Ue! Wolf, 2,000 shares. 

Allied pix marked for distribution “ a 

this year include the King Bros.’ Montez’ 20 Min. ‘Exile’ 
“Gangster,” Jeffrey Bernerd’s “Black 

Gold” and Glazer-Finston’s “Tschai- Hollywood, April 8. 
kovsky.” Douglas Fairbanks, Jr. signed 

Regarding the possibility of more | Maria Montez for the femme lead in 
independents joining, Broidy said | “The Exile,” which he will picture 
Mono is “prepared to handle any in- | for Universal-International release. 
dependent producer through Allied Femme role calls for less than 20 

minutes on the screen, but Miss Mon- 
tez insisted on taking it, over ob- 


Artists.” 
jections of U-I execs. 





Broidy, who is in New York after 
a eross-country junket which took 





in- | 


Three officers of Monogram Pic- | 


Loew’s No. 3 


Analysis of Loew’s~ theatre 
standing under the partial di- 
vorcement provision of the anti- 
trust decree is No. 3 in a series 
devoted to the Big Five. While 
the final say on whether that 
proviso will become law is yet 
to be handed down by the U. S. 
Supreme Court, all theatre- 
owning companies are already 
shaping their fiscal policies to 
meet that contingency. 

VaRIETY has already printed a 
breakdown of Paramount and 
20th-Fox theatre holdings. Next 
week RKO. 


Par’s $44,040,000 
Alltme Record 











Film Earnings: 


Alltime record earnings for any of 
the major film companies’ was 
racked up this week when Para- 
mount reported estimated 53-week 
earnings of $44,040,000 after all 
charges including taxes for the year 
ended Jan. 4, 1947. Company, at the 
same time, turned in a fourth-quar- 


jter net of $10,163,000 for the last 14 
|weeks which compares with $4,111,- 


000 for the corresponding 13 weeks 
of 1945. 

The year’s harvest compares with 
$17,952,432 for ‘45, heretofore the 
peak take for Par. Included in it is 
| $4,840,000 which represents the com- 


| pany’ s direct and indirect interest in 


combined undistributed earnings of 
partially owned  non-consolidated 
subsids. 

Equivalent earnings on the 7,443,- 
772 shares of common outstanding is | 
$5.92 per share as against $2.39 last | 
year on 7,504,272 shares, which rep- 
resents 3,752,136 shares then out- 
standing adjusted for the two-for- 
one stock split put through during 
°46. Employing the same basis, Par 
estimates equivalent earnings for the 
|quarter at $1.37 per share against 
55c in the corresponding quarter of 
"45. 


Hitchcock’s Subjective 
Camera Idea for ‘The Rope’ 


Alfred Hitchcock plans grabbing 
off a record of some sort by filming 
| “The Rope,” adaptation of the Pat- 
rick Hamilton play, in no more than 
20 days. He’s going to use the sub- 
jective camera technique, employed 
by Robert Montgomery in Metro’s 
“Lady in the Lake,” even more ex- 
tensively than Montgomery did. 
With that in mind, entire film will 
be a one-shot—which means there'll 
be no cuts and ne panning off the 
players. 

Hitchcock figures the novel one- 
shot device can be used because the 
entire action of “The Rope” takes 
place in one room. To slash his 
shooting time drastically, he _ in- 
tends thoroughly 





scene. Pie is a joint venture of 


der the Trans-Atlantic Films’ tag. 
Originally, 


latest plans call 
Holly wood. 


for shooting 





rehearsing his 
players before cranking a_ single 


Hitcheock and Sidney Bernstein un- 
British production of 


“The Rope” was contemplated but 
in 


Many Anti-Amusement Tax Bills 
Were Aimed at Biz But Few Take 





Acad. Lists 14 Nominees 
For 4 Governors Seats 


Hollywood, April 8. 


and Sciences announced 14 nominees 
ifor the election of four new gov- 
|ernors, two in the music branch and 
two in the short subjects division. 

Musie nominees are Louis Lip- 
stone, Miklos Rozsa, Morris Stdloff, 
Harry Warren, Ned Washington, Roy 
Webb and Charles Wolcott. Short 
subjects candidates are George Bil- 
son, Saul Elkins, Jerry Fairbanks, 
Walter Lantz, Louis Notarius, Fred 
Quimby and Ralph Staub. Candi- 
date with the most votes in each 
division will serve two years, his 
running mate one year. 


UA Backlog Cut, 
I] Await Release 


Heavy backlog of features United 
Artists had piled up a few months 
back is being rapidly whittled down 
| While there are 11 pictures currently 
jin cans and awaiting distribution, 
| approximately eight of them will go 
|into regular or pre-release engage- 
|ments within the next few months. 

Reservoir to fill the hole in the 
| backlog consists of eight pix now in 
| the editing stage. Before the cam- 
| eras currently are only two films, 














|;one of them a feature-length car- | 


| toon. That compares with 12 editing 
| and five shooting six months ago. 
| Awaiting release at the moment 
|are “Ramrod” 
had some pre-release engagements), 
“Arch of Triumph” and “Other 
Love” from Enterprise; “Carnegie 
Hall” from Morros-LeBaron, “New 
Orleans” from Jules Levey, “Copa- 
cabana” from Sam Coslow, “Mon- 
sieur Verdoux” from Charles Chap- 
lin, “Personal Column” and “Dis- 
honored Lady” 
| berg, “Adventures of Don Coyote” 
| from Comet, and “Dangerous Adven- 
| tures” (Hopalong Cassidy ). 

Editing currently are Benedict 
Bogeaus’ “Christmas Eve” and “A 
Miracle Ca“ Happen,” Seymour 
Nebenzal’s “Heaven Only Knows,” 
Howard Hughes’ “Vendetta,” Enter- 
prise’s “Body and Soul,” Howard 
Hawks’ “Stampede” (formerly “Red 
River”), Comet’s “Stork Bites Man” 
and the Hopalong Cassidy western, 
“Hoppy’s Holiday.” 

Before the cameras is Nebenzal’s 
“Atlantis,” while Harman-Ising are 
animating “The Little Prince.” 


RUSSIANS YEN CAVIAR 
CROP OF 20 YANK FILMS 


Russia is showing a revived in- 
terest in American pix and is again 
putting the bee on Yank producers 
for new product, I. Napoli, head of 
Artkino, U. S. distributor of Soviet 








instructions from the Soviet govern- 
ment, Napoli has chosen a list of 





him to Chicago, Detroit and Toronto, 
disclosed that he had huddled in 


' 


: | 9 
Canada with Earl Lawson, Rank- | 
oazen apes sere concrina's- LOW $ Theatres Owned Less Than 95%, 


newal of the’ Monogram Canadian 
franchise, which expires in August. 

Commenting upon reports that for- 
mer RKO film buyer Harold 
Mirisch may enter the Monogram 
preducing fold, Broidy declared that 
“various phases of production were 


the decree are listed here. 
in the last column. 








discussed with Mirisch, and a definite | Ce., , Cit ow Stat 4 aa % Int. 
oat 3 s ... ew $4 an atres, 
decision will be forthcoming Wout! Geas, end Mee. cea cce 7D 
both parties soon.” Mirisch and the | Buffalo Theatres Co., Buffalo.. 9 50 
Mono prexy had previously huddled | gat hm pale STi i a 
in Chicago, along with Maurice! cieveland Theatres Co., Cleve- 
Maurer, who operates the Broadway PRMD 006000 d0 066s 06 0c05 6é080 o & 14H)" “ 
. . “Or he 
film holdings of the City Investment | end 931 1 
Co. Mirisch’s brother Walter, al- _ 7 pref. 
ready is a Monogram producer. go tl payor ears a 3 78 
| Century- Parkway Corp., Balti- 
° ‘ SNES  .04s cobs ences ofeeenessu0 3 MM 
Wallis to Shoot Wrong McNaughton Realty Co., Buf- 
me Sri ei rer er ee 2 45 
Number’ Around N. Y. | Great Lakes “Thentre Corp., - 
2 BED 2s 0 6.000 0.080.000.0658 vensee . 
Hollywood, April 8, Frontier Theatre Co., Buffalo. 1 43 

Hal Wallis has bought for Para- | we Theatre Corp., Buf- : “i 
mount release “Sorry, Wrong Nume |} ¢y)4) nestiy & Improvement 
ber,” oft repeated CBS suspense | €o.. New Orleans....... wesee SO tei? 
thriller in. which Agnes Moorehead |““purban Theatre Corp., White 56 
starred. Anatole Litvak will co- pro- | Penn-Federa! Corp., Pittsburgh 1 47.5 
duce and direct. No cast is set but | & im pref. | 
Wallis is seeking top names. , | Chapel State Theatre Corp., 

Lucille Fletcher, who wrote orig- | Columbus, ©... ........ sees 1 ” 
inal airer, is doing screen treatment, | “7) sje EO, tH) 
outlining .woman’s baekground be- | Mererall Realty Co. N. Y.... 1* ne 
fore a phone call. Plans cal) for ex-j/'XS''y""* Amusement Coy pan 
tensive shooting around N. Y. iacm Theatre Corp., N. ¥.... 1 34 


No. of Loew's | 


Loew's theatres which come within the partia] divorcement provision of 


more than 20 films from the last 
two years’ lineup and has asked the 
Motion Picture Export Assn. to for- 
werd prints to Russia for Selection | 
there. 


USSR. has not 





indicated how 


Percentage ownership by Loew’s is indicated | many films they want to buy, Napoli 
This analysis of the company’s theatres dates back | said, and that will depend on the re- 
several years and there may be a number of minor changes: 


action of Soviet film officials to the 











new crop. List forwarded to the 


No. of Loew’s MPEA stresses musicals and come- 





Academy of Motion Picture Arts | 


(which already has | 


from Hunt Strom- | 


instr said last week. Under recent | 


Hollywood, April g 

Motion Picture Assn. disclosed 
yesterday (7) that two more states, 
Delaware and Oregon, had wound 
up their legislative sessions without 
action adverse to Hollywood or the 
film theatres, 

In Delaware, tax and censorship 
bills died. In Oregon a general 3% 
| Sales tax, affecting theatres as wel] 
| as purchases, was passed, but this 
is still subject to a popular referen. 
dum in the fall. 

Thus far 19 state legislatures have 
completed their work, leaving the 
industry untouched. Another 25 
legislatures are currently in session, 





5% Tax Threat In St. Louis 
St. Louis, April 8. 

St. Louis exhibs are holding their 
breath in the hope that a proposed 
5% amusement tax that was per- 
mitted to die in the Ways and Means 
Committee of the Board of Alder- 
men last week, as the 1946-47 session 
ended, will not be revived when the 
board meets for the next fiscal year. 

Through the distribution of ap- 
proximately 50,000 cuffo postcards 
by the exhibs in the lobbies of their 
theatres a strong protest against the 
measure was registered by natives, 
The St. Louis Motion Picture The- 
atre Owners Assn., led by Fred 
Wehrenberg and James Arthur, reg- 
istered a vigorous gripe against the 
bill, which was designed to garner 
more revenue for municipal pur- 
poses. Wehrenberg pointed out to 
the members of the Ways and Means 
Committee that the Federal tax has 
been absorbed by the exhibs, and 
| any additional tax would have to be 


(Continued on page 18) 


‘Jacksonville, Fla., And 
San Antonio Likely 2. 
New Exchange Centres 


An increase of the traditional 31 
exchanges may become general with 
the majors under plans currently 
being mulled. Paramount has taken 
the first step in that direction by 
ordering the opening of a fully- 
| manned exchange in Jacksonville, 
Fla. June 1. Metro and 20th-Fex, 
it’s ‘understood, are considering a 
| similar move and it’s likely the Par 
| action will be the clincher. Metre, 
20th and Par are also weighing the 
addition of an exchange in San An- 
tonio, Texas. 

Par’s decision was made to save 
exhibs in Florida and thereabouts 
the long haui to Atlanta whieh pre- 
viously serviced that seetor. The 
company has been operating a ship- 
ping base in Jacksonville for a num- 
ber of years. There’s no intention 
of eliminating the Atlanta office, a 
Paramount spokesman noted. 

Some of the majors, including Par 
and RKO, maintained exchanges in 
Jacksonville up to seven or eight 
years ago. At that time the dis- 
tribs closed down as an economy 
move but the feeling now is that 
with trade screenings and other de- 
cree practices the distance te At- 
lanta is too far for many exhibs. 


Little Carnegie’s Lease 
In Litigation in N. Y. 


Showdown argument over who's 
entitled to operate the Little Car- 
negie theatre, one of New York's 
top moneymaker sureseaters, was 
staged yesterday (Tues.) before the 
appellate term of the N. Y. supreme 
court. Little Carnegie Realty Corp., 
as landlord, maintained that the 
lease now held by Max Goldberg 
and Irving Lesser in the name of 
First Run Films, Inc., had been can- 
| celled as a result of the former's re- 
cent purchase of the building from 
the owners of Carnegie Hall. 

Dispute centers over a clause in 
the original lease to Goldberg and 
Lesser which grants a purchaser of 
'the realty the right to cance! if it 
| also acquires adjoining property. 
| It’s the contention of the tenants 
that no such purchase of adjoining 
property was made. The lease, or- 
| dinarily, would have two more years 
, to run. 

Decision of the municipal court 
found in favor of the landlord’ and 
| ordered Goldberg and Lesser to va- 
cate the house. Appeal was filed— 























\stages at the new Motion Picture | hence yesterday's hearing—and a 


All of Wurtzel's indie productions | of the appellate term, 


| Ce., City er State Houses % Int. | dies with the films culled, in the 
| Hero Park Theatre Co.. N. Y. 2 667; 'main, “for their artistic qualities,” 
Dyck weed Amusenent Co. iN li d. 
OD RR Te nee. 1 es, | Napoli sai 
Sherman Amusement Ce., | The rest is up to the MPEA, ac- 
Me ie. cbabadabies ctancecet wn 1 O62 : : 
Chate au Amusement (e.. N.Y. tl uw cording to the Artkino chief, since 
Hemlock Theatre Co.. N. Y¥... 1 ow | that organization must not only ob- 
— Amusement Co. , - tain consent of the majors but also 
Landrell Realty €o., N. Y¥.... 1 ~ (Ship the prints to Moscow. Once 
| Otte, ine. m, *. teks Sakae : « \the Soviet officjals make their 
restos a. ste . oe ” * . . . 
asa Adeeewmees Ge. 4. 8 1 ~» | choice it will be up to Napoli to | 
Lee-Richmond Corp., N. ¥.... 1 3» «6 Carry on negotiations on terms, etc., 
Yeankers Operating Ce., Yen- 
Pee ee ee 1 Hee, in the U. S. 
Broad«hester Corp... Yonkers 
ie, Wnkeusecdeenetssansessdac 1 33% | . 
Delken Theatres Corp Ken- | 1 
5 ere «| Wurtzel Rents 2 Stages 
| Loew-l nitec Artists, (Ceolbum- ; 
| a. Corp., Columbus, O...-. 1 NM Hollywood, April 8. 
Teledo Oper: ‘orp Telede e 
wr sme \. yet. = — 1 “ | Sol M. Wurtzel closed a deal ‘for | 
ver .... Ricans e 0 _ the rental of two of the nine sound | 
Valentine The: itres Co . Toledo. 1 7 
Rhodes Theatre tiperating 
Corp., Atlanta. Seeua 1 NM | Center Studios. 
Superior Thestre Corp... Toledo 1 et) 
\ tian A s (‘a Kich- | 
a apes ae i 7 ; 12% | for 20th-Fox release will be filmed | 
West Reading Theatre Ce., on the new lot. 
| West Reading, Pa. .....s00e «A _ 


‘ i e ° Capltel, 


“Roses ‘Are Red,” starting early -in 
May. 


fstay of the order, pending a ruling 
was granted. 
| Walter Beck of Phillips, Nizer, Ben- 


First to go will be | jamin & Krim argued for the ten- 


‘ants and David Lewis fronted for 
| the landlord. 
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CLOSER PIX-RADIO TIES PAY OFF 





Double-Billed Reissue Packages 
Prove Surprising B.0. on B'way 





Double-bill reissue packages, most #—— 


of which have been cleaning up be- 
yond expectctions in situations 
throughout the country, proved their 
worth to Broadway over the week- 
end with the Republic theatre’s 
hooking of “Kit Carson” and “Last 
ef the Mohicans.” Duo of Edward 
Small productions, now being dis- 
tributed as reissues by PRC, played 
to near-capacity at the small theatre 
on Saturday (5) end Sunday, topping 
all house records with a $7,000 gross 
for the two days. 

Although Easter Sunday was ex- 
pected to be a good boxoffice day, 
the Saturday crowds were consid- 
ered especially remarkable in view 
of the fact that it rained continu- 
ously that dey. Crowds began to 
queue up outside the theatre-at 11 
am. and, although the rain con- 
tinued until well after 5 p.m., the 
line never eased, with standees still 
in evidence at 1:15 a.m., only 15 min- 
utes before the boxoffice closed for 
the day. Fact the show ran more 
than three-and-a-half hours, eccord- 
ing to the house management, was 
the only thing that kept the gross 
from climbing still higher. 

Two films, first of a group of 
Small productions optioned by PRC 
for reissue, were originally sold on 


(Continued on page 18) 


RKO-Pathe Not Intent 
On Wooing Coast Prods. 
East, Says Fred Ullman 


Lensing of RKO’s “Closeup” at the 
new Harlem studios of RKO-Pathe 
in New York has been indefinitely 
estponed, according to Pathe prexy 

rederic Ullman, Jr. Film was to 
have been the first of several which 
RKO plenned to shoot in N. Y. and 
which were reportedly to serve as 
bait for others of the majors to rent 
the studios. David O. Selznick’s 
“Portrait of Jenny,” meanwhile, 
broke the ice as the first major fea- 
ture to be lensed at the studio with 
a prolog of the French-made “Man 
About Town” starring Maurice 
Chevalier also being shot there cur- 
rently. 

Uliman, who returned recently 
from a trip to the Cozst, the pur- 
pose of which wag ostensibly to in- 
terest mejor producers in the studio, 
declared Hollywood had no particu- 
lar aversion to eastern production. 
If the film's locale is laid in N. Y., 


(Continued on page 18) 


STATE CENSORING IN 
MISSOURI PROPOSED 


: Kansas City, April 8. 

A state board of censors is a pos- 
sibility in Missouri as a result of a 
bill being introduced in the General 
Assembly by Rep. Harry Schendel, 





of St. Louis. Bill would create a) 


board in the department of educa- 
tion to censor films as well as ban- 
‘ners, posters and other ad matter. 
The board would have three mem- 

bers, each getting $6,500 per year. 
‘Films approved would require a 
stamped certification by the board. 
Fee for the work of the board would 
two dollars per 1,200 feet of film. 
Chances for bill’s passage appear 
8s exhibitors will oppose the 
measure. Officials of the Kansas 
uri Theatre Assn, here indi- 
cated they would fight the bill. Op- 
bosition is basing main attack on 
reas body on the grounds that 
is unnecessary expense since cen- 
“ership has not been an issue in 
uri in recent years. 





Guild Suspends 4 Extras 
For Jumping to $20 Call 


Hollywood, April 8. 
Four members of the Screen 
Guild were handed 30-day 
en for “set jumping.” mean- 
Aye they played hookey on $14 
® grab $20 jobs on another lot. 


-Beginner’s Luck 

Charles Maling, who werks in 
the 20th-Fox homeoffice photo- 
stat department, had been 
bothering the 20th radio pub- 
licity staff for months for tickets 
to some radio show. Irv Kahn, 
radio publicity chief, finally gave 
him a pair of ducats fer “Give 
and Take,” CBS audience par- 
ticipation show aired across-the- 
boards. 

Result: Maling hit the jackpot 
on the show, carrying home a 
53-piece China set, a vacuum 
cleaner and a cigaret lighter. 
seectinaansii nt = 


‘Macomber’ Jerked 
In Memphis; Censor 


Orders Too Many Cuts 


Memphis, April 8. 

“Macomber Affair,” skedded to 
preem locally at Loew’s Palace 
Thursday (10), was jerked suddenly 
over the weekend, and Metro’s “Sea 
of Grass” substituted after Lloyd T. 
Binford, chairman of the Memphis 
censor board, had ordered three ma- 
jor slices in the United Artists pic- 
ture starring Gregory Peck, Joan 
Bennett and Robert Preston. 

Binford confirmed ordering dele- 
tions, but declined to name them. 
VARIETY learned, however, that he 
ordered stricken these three scenes: 
One involving a night episode in 
which Miss Bennett wanders from 








| her husband’s tent, apparently for a 


nocturnal tryst with the other man; 
another in which she shoots her 
spouse to death instead of a charg- 
ing animal; and, third, the sequence 
in which she discusses question of 
her guilt of murder in such a way 
as to leave some doubt with audience 
as to whether killing of the hus- 
band was accidental or deliberate. 

It’s indicated that Loew manage- 
ment felt these cuts would complete- 
ly wreck the picture. However, the- 
atre has kept mum publicly, simply 
switching the booking and tossing 
the “Macomber” ball back to UA. 
Local reps of UA aren’t talking at 
the moment, though understood some 
higherups may come in to have a try 
at out-talking Binford. 

Censor’s objection is said to stem 
from personal feeling that gal is 
guilty as blazes and ought to get 
what’s coming to her without leav- 
ing any doubts in anybody's mind. 

Incident marks one more in long 
series of brushes UA has had with 
Binford, including outright banning 
of “Brewster's Millions,” “The Out- 
law” and “The Southerner” (latter 
finally was allowed to play under 
strong public protest against ban), 
and the deleting of many scenes 
from UA pix, particularly those 
showing Negro entertainers in light 
that Binford regards as objection- 
able. 


U Tees Off ist of Series 
Of Exploitation Meets 


Universal tees off today (Wed.) 
on a new policy of regular 
exploitation meets for both h. o. and 
field flacks. Series wil] be held 
three times yearly with the second 
conclave already Set for September. 
The meets follow up the idea of 
augmenting the company’s field staff 
with flying squadrons of exploiteers 
from the h. o. 

Special plans will be set at the 





place in the Hotel Astor (N, Y.). 
With John Joseph, U's national di- 
rector of advertising and publicity, 
unable to attend because of a leg 
injury, Maurice Bergman, eastern 
ad-pub chief, will wield the gavel. 
U’s top men will brief the ex- 


company’s activities. Among those 
slated to do blackboard chores are 
William Scully, sales head; Matty 
Fox, exec veepee who'll talk on the 
program of United World Pictures. 





‘ enalize 
Member o¢ the Pog bs = oct 
rectors: Rope: Guild's board of di- 
ec. 


Jack Le Laswell, Jay Eaton 


d were Brooks Benédict, | 





U's 16m subsid; William Heineman. 
jhead of the Rank division; Henr; 


| A. Linet, eastern 


|chain exhib and indie producer, has 


current two-day huddle which takes | 


PAIGE {5 RIGHT 
ON BOTH SIDES 


Radio and motion picture indus- 
tries, until only recently at logger- 
heads because of the fear of com- 
petition on both sides, have finally 
cemented relations, and to the ex- 
tent that the film industry has found 
radio to be the most productive and 
least costly form of ad-publicity. 

Chief method of capitalizing on 
radio advertising is the plugging of 
songs from musicals and the record- 
shattering grosses being rung up by 
such current films as “Jolson Story” 
and “Blue Skies,” along with the 
tremendous sheet and record sales 
of songs from the pix, indicates 
why the film ad-pubchiefs now smile 
benignly on the idea of radio ad- 
vertising. Twentieth-Fox, for ex- 
ample, figures it lost $1,000,000 gross 
on “State Fair” because the radio 
campaign wasn’t timed right with 
the film's opening. Public, it’s 
claimed, didn’t associate the score | 
with the picture until six months af- 
ter the film was released. 

Most alluring factor in obtaining 
plugs for films on the ether is the 
almost negative cost involved for 
the film companies. With guestars 
now an accepted part of most top 


(Continued on page 22) 


JAMES NASSER BUYS 
GEN’L SERVICE STUDIOS 


: Hollywood, April 8. 
Nasser, north California 





James 


bought General Service Studios for 
a reported $2,500,000. Deal was an- 
nounced by William Cagney, part 
owner with Benedict Bogeaus. It 
involves both partners’ interests. 
Cagney continues tenancy and has 
use of studio facilities, due to his 





|; Ralph W. Baur. 


RKO-Pathe’s Ullman Decries Idea 


Of Ad-Pix Spreading Into Theatres 


7% 





‘Alex’ Makes LSMFT 


“Alexander’s Ragtime Band,” 
written by Irving Berlin many 
years before World War I, is 
finally slated for the Hit Parade. 
This is the result of the radio 
promotion campaign given the 
film of the same name, which 
20th-Fox plans to reissue in the 
immediate future. Most. of the 
radio publicity, of course, re- 
volves about the song. 

Song missed the Hit Parade 
when the film was first released 
in 1939 beczuse 20th gave it no 
such radio promotion at that 
time. By the same token, 20th 
chiefs hope the film will gross 
$500,000 more as a reissue than 
the $2,000,000 it earned during 
its original run. 


Walsh and St. Loo IA 
Head Named in 1096 





ore: 





St. Louis, April 8. 

Richard E. Walsh, prez of the 
International Alliance of Theatrical 
Stage Employees; Elmer Moran, head 
of Local No. 6 here, and 15 members 
of the local body were named de- 
dendants in a $109,750 damage suit 
filed in the U. S. district court last 
week by two former members of the 
local, Henry H. Klaverkamp and 
Their petition 
charges officers of the union with 
illegal assessment of dues that re- 


listed because of their protest against 
dues payments. 





United Artists commitment for at 
least two films annually for five | 
years. Bogeaus, who denied such | 
deal last we@®k was unavailable for 
comment. 





HAWKS INKED FOR ‘LIFE’ 


Hollywood, April §&. 
Samuel Goldwyn signed Howard 
Hawks to direct “That's Life,” next 
starrer for Danny Kaye. 
Filming starts late in May, from a 
screenplay by Harry Tugend. 





Klaverkamp is seeking $54,825 for 
himself, and Baur a similar amount. 


Both are former members of the St. | 
| Louis Theatrical Employees Union 
| Local B-2, an affiliate of the stage- 


hands local No. 6. 

The petition that B-2 members 
were charged 15% of their wages as 
dues, in violation of union bylaws, 
which set up 5% as the maximum. 
Members of the B-2 affiliate, it is 
charged, were not allowed to take 
any job without a special permit 
from the officers of local No. 6, 








Briefs From the Lots 








Hollywood, April 8. 

Warners assigned Douglas Ken- 
nedy as Zachary Scott's bodyguard 
in the pugilistic picture, “Whiplash,” 
which William Jacobs is producing 
and Lew Seiler directing. .. . Tru- 
man Bradley will narrate “Rhythms 
of the Big City” and Knox Manning 
will do the same for “Living With 
Lions,” Technicolor shorts to be pro- 
duced by Gordon Hollingshead at 
Warners. . . . Michael Curtiz re- 
turned from New York for final 
editing on his first indie production, 
“The Unsuspected,” at Warners and 
to start work on his next, “Shadow 
of Fear”... . Joanell James gave up 
her player contract at 20th-Fox and 
returned to Chicago and mother. ... 
Michael Gordon brought “Jeopardy” 
in on the nose at Universal-Inter- 
national. 

Permits granted 20th-Fox for 
erection of a $19,875 set for “The 
Foxes of Harrow” and to Harry M. 
Warner for a $25,000 structure on 
the Warner ranch. . . Republic 
yought screen rights to “The Miracle 
of Charles Dokin,” a novel by, 
Charles Larson, which Al Santell | 
will produce. . . . Stephen Auer’s 
first production since returning to | 
the Republic lot is “The Defense 
Rests.” based on an original story | 








f the 
ploiteers on different phases o | wood,” to be produced by Allan | 


ad chief: and A! : 


by Bradbury Foote. Walter | 


| Brennan and Natalie Wood, moppet, 


were signed for key spots in “Drift- | 


| Dwan at Republic, starting May 12. | 


' ., Reed Hadley winds up his player | 
| econtract with 20th-Fox on coimple- 


‘tion of his current chore in “Captain 
From Castile” and will return to, 
| Broadway legit. 


Pine-Thomas upped Richard Den- 


|Horwits, eastern publicity manager. | niug to siardom, with bis Aisi wp | 


role in “Caged Fury” slated to start 
in three weeks. 


Walter Wanger switched from 
“The Lost Love” to “The Lost Mo- 
ment.” .. . Thomas Gomez inked for 
a featured role in “Ride the Pink 
Horse” at Universal-International. 
..+ Metro used 780 atmosphere play- 
ers in the waterfront sequence of 
“The Pirate.” . . Lillie Messinger 
checked in at Universal-Internation- 
al as production aide to Leo Spitz 
and William Goetz. ... Charles R. 
Rogers postponed the starting date 
of “Hollow Triumph” to late July 
because of scripting delays. ... 
Harry Mendoza, former magician, 
inked as technical adviser on gam- 
bling sequences in “The Foxes of 
Harrow” at 20th-Fox. . . . Edward 
Alperson will send “The Big Cur- 
tain,” Robert Cummings starrer, into 
work Aug. 15, for 20th-Fox release. 


ing of “Love From a Stranger,” pro- 


Suit by 2 Ex-Members 


sulted in the plaintiffs being black- | 


+ Possibility of high-quality come 


mercially - sponsored shorts eventu- 
ally making their way into the na- 
tion’s theatres was scoffed at this 
week by Frederic Ullman, Jr., RKO- 
Pathe prexy, and Phil Reisman, Jr., 
head of the company’s script depart- 
ment. Mere fact that most exhibi- 
tors have consistently voiced opposi- 
tion to the idea in the past, despite 
the payola some of the sponsors use 
as bait, is enough to outlaw the sug- 
gestion, according to Ullman. 

Idea was broached last week by 
Richard de Rochemont, March of 
Time producer, who pointed out that 
the public has become so accustomed 
via radio to taking their entertain- 
ment with a heavy dash of commer- 
cialism tossed in that theatregoers 
no longer seem to resent the in- 
clusion of ad-pix on commercial 
screens. Ullman, however, averred 
that such was not the case since the 
public doesn’t pay for its radio en- 
tertainment and can always switch 
off a show it doesn’t like, whereas 
the people pay to get into theatres 
and won't go for any hint of com- 
mercialism in the screen medium. 

For this reason, plus the fact that 
exhibs squawk if any commercial- 
ism is included in the shorts for 
which they must pay rentals, Pathe 
has been forced consistently to lean 
over backwards to get away from 
(Continued on page 20) 


Marathon Picts, New 
Indie Via PRC, Plans 
4 at 100-2006 Budgets 


Principally backed by Harry 
Brandt, new firm known as Mara- 
thon Pictures, Inc., plans to make 
four low-budget features Starting 
July 1 for PRC release. Distribution 
deal calls for delivery of the quar- 
tet within a year. Heading the set- 
up is legit producer Frank Saten- 
stein, who'll act as producer. Asso- 
ciated with him in the venture are 
Pete Mayer -as director, son of 
Arthur Mayer; Max Wilk as writer, 
son of Warners’ Jake Wilk; and Bob 
Joseph as associate producer, son of* 
New York Citr’s comptroller 
Lazarus Joseph. 

Marathon marks Satenstein’s first 
excursion ifto film-making. He re- 

turned from the Coast, Sunday (6) 

after lining up PRC's Sutherland 
studios as a base of operations next 

July. Talent has not been set as yet 

(Continued on page 22) 


Wilcox and Anna Neagle 
May Make Pic in H’wood 


British film producer Herbert 
Wilcox and his actress-wife Anna 
Neagle may come to the U. S. later 
this month to make a picture in 
Hollywood, according to Wilcox’s 
musical director Anthony Collins, 
who returned from Britain Friday 
(4) aboard the America after a five- 
month stay abroad, He said the 
pair had recently completed the 











| 


“Courtneys -of Curzon Street” at 
Korda’s Shepperton studios for 
British Lion releage, 
Wilcox - Neagle had previously 
made “Piccadilly Incident,’ which 
Metro will soon release in America 
and there’s a possibility that it may 
also distribute the “Courtneys.” Col- 


|lins makes a guest appearance on 


duced by James Geller and direcied | 


by Richard Whorf at Eagle-Lion.... 


Herman Hack doubled as star and} 


producer of “Frontier Parson Reads 
the Bible,” a 16m two-reeler to be 
released to churches and Sunday 
schools by Scripture Films. . 
Columbia inked Helen Morery jor 
a key role in “Destiny,” a Rudolph 
Flothow production, to be directed 
by D. Ross Lederman. . . 
prise is sending out questionnaires 
to theatre audiences to find a new 
title for the Harry Sherman pro- 
duction, “They Passed This Way.” 

. Mink De Ronda, carnival op- 
erator, was signed .as technical ad- 


viser in “Nightmare Alley,” to. be 


' produced by George Jessel at 20th- 


Fox. 


. Enter- | 


} 


| 


' 


| 


e} 





| a] ~e 
| CBS 
Sylvia Sidney’s illness halted film- | . 


“Invitation to Music” today 
(Wednesday) and plans to leave for 
his Hollywood home tomorrow 
(Thursday). He said originally Wil- 
cox and Miss Neagle had planned 
to come to the U. S. aboard the 
America but circumstances forc 

a temporary postponement. 


35 Pickets Convicted 
In Hollywood Stril. 


Los Angeles, April 86. 

Mass trial of film studio pickets in 
L. A. municipal court resulted in 
conviction of 35 strikers arrested for 
disturbances outside the Columbia 
lot last January. 

Jury “found them guilty on fow 
charges: blocking and impeding an 
entrance. disturbing the peace, fail- 
ure to disperse and violation of a 
restraining order. 
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‘Egg’ Torrid $82,500 in 6 L. A. Spots: 
‘Grass’ Tall 646, 3; ‘Stallion’ 616, 3; 
‘Band Hot 506, 4; 


‘Janet Only 276, 2 





Los Angeles, April 8. 
“Egg and I,” being launched here 
in six houses, is proving a perfect 
Easter vehicle, teeing off with a big 
$82,500, most of six theatres being 
small-seaters. “Sea of Grass” looks 
to hit nice if not socko $64,000 in 





three spots. “Stallion Road” is 
good $61,000 also in three. Reissue 
of “Alexander’s Ragtime Band” is 


sighting close to $50,000 in four loca- 
tions, very pleasing. 

Sole dud appears to be “Guilt of 
Janet Ames” which is pulling only a | 
thin $27,000 in two houses. Biz 
zenerally is up from revent pre- 

aster levels. 

Estimates for This Week 

Apollg (FWC) (600; 50-$1)— | 
“Locket” (RKO) and “Code of West” 
(RKO) (2d wk). Okay $3,000. Last 
week, nifty $5,400. 

Belmont (FWC) (1,532; 50-$1)— | 
“Locket” (RKO) and “Code of West” 
(RKO) (24 wk). Near $3,500. Last 
week, smart $7,900. 

Beverly (FWC) (1,352; $1-$1.80)— 
“Best Years” (RKO) (15th wk). 
Down to $6,500. Last week, good 
$8,400 


| 


Beverly Hills Music Hall (G&S- 
lumenfeld) (824; 65-$1)—‘‘Fzibulous 


orseys” (UA) and “Little Iodine” 
(UA) (2d wk). Fair $3,000. Last 
week, good $5,200. 

Bruin (FWC) (876; 50-$1)—“Egg 
and I” (U). Immense $7,500. Last 
week, “Smagh-Up” (U) (3d wk-10 
days) and “Gentleman Joe looka” 
(Mone) (2d wk-10 days), finished 


run at $3,300. 

Carthay Circle (FWC) (1,518; 50- 

1)—“Egg and I” (U). Sock $11,000. 

ast week, “Locket” (RKO) and 
“Code of West” (RKO) (10 days), 
nice $9,300. 

Chinese (Grzuman-WC) (2,048; 50- 
$1)—“Alexander’s Ragtime Band” 
(20th) (reissue) and “Brasher Dou- 
bloon” (20th). Neat $13,000. Last 
week, “Carnival Costa Rica” (20th) 
(2d wk-9 days), fair $11,600. 

Dewntown (WB) (1,800: 50-$1)— 
“Stallion Road” (WB). Sturdy $24,- 
000. Last week, “Pursued” (WB) 
(3d wk), nice $13,800. 

Downtown Music Hall 
feld) (872; 55-$1)—“Fabulous Dor- 
seys” (UA) and “Little Iodine” 
(UA) (2d wk). Fazeir $10,000. Last 
week, slumped off to $15,400. 

Egyptian (FWC) (1,538: 50-$1)— 
“Sea of Grass” (M-G). Good $17,- 
000. Last week, “Happened in 
Brooklyn” (M-G) (2d wk-8 days), 
light $9,100. 

El] Rey (FWC) (861: 50-$1)— 
“Locket” (RKO) and “Code of West” 
(PKO) (2d wk). Nice $4,500. Last 
week, art $7,200. 

Four Star (UA-WC) (900; 50-$1)— 
“Bedelia” (E-L) (3d wk). Swell 
$3.000. Last week, okay $ , 

Guild (FWC) (968; $1-$1.80) — 
“Eest Years” (RKO) (4th wk). 
Hefty $10,000. Last week, $12.400. 

Hawaii (G&S-Blumenfeld) (956; 
50-$1) — “Fabulous Dorseys” -(UA) 
and “Little Iodine’ (UA) (2d wk). 
Oke $4,000. Last week, brisk $6,200. 

Hollywood (WB) (2,756; 50-$1)— 
“Stallion Road” (WB). Smart $19,- 
000. Last week, “Pursued” (WB) (3d 
wk), okay $10,200. 


(Blumen- 


Hollywcod Music lt (Blumen- 
feld) (475; 50-85) — “Fabulous Dor- 
seys” (UA) and “Little Iodine” 
(UA) (2d wk). Near $3,000. Last 
week, nice $5,100. 

Iris (FWC) (828: 50-85) —.“Egg 


and I” (U). Sock $11,000. Last week, 


“Smash-Up” (U) (3d wk-10 days) 
and “Palooka” (Mono) (2d wk-10 
days), $5,500. 

Loew's State ‘Loew-WC) (2,404; 


50-$1)—“‘Alexander’s Ragtime Band” 
(20th) (reissue) and “Brasher Dou- 
bloon” (20th). Pleasing $18.000. Last 
week, “Carnival” (20th) (2d wk, 9 
days), slow $15,500. 

Los Angeles (D’'town-WC) (2,097; 
0-$1) “Sea of Grass” (M-G). 

ousing $30,000. Last week, “Brook- 
lyn” (M-G) (2d wk-8 days), $14,800. 

Leyola (FWC) (1,248: 50-$1) — 
“Alexander’s Ragtime Band” (20th) 
(reissue) and “Brasher Doubloon” 
(20th). Stout $8,500. Last week, 
“Carnival” (20th) (°d wk-9 days), 
fair $6,100. 

Marcal (G&S) (900: 50-$1)—‘‘Fan- 


+ 
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Broadway Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 





‘STREET’ SMASH 106, 
OMAHA; ‘SPRING’ 1136 


Omaha, April 8. 
Neither a three-day rain and cold 
winds nor Good Friday could check 
the astonishing draw of “Trail Street” 
at the Brandeis, film getting terrific 
$10,000 at this 1,500-seater. This is 
the biggest figure at this house for 





time of year. “Suddenly It’s Spring” 
is okay at Paramount. 
Estimates for This Week 
Brandeis (RKO) (1,500; 16-65)— 
“Trail Street” (RKO) and “Cigarette 
Girl” (Col). Smash $10,000, remark- | 
able in view of weather and Holy 





Ts - Wee ies cs owen $797,800 | 
(Based on 18 theatres) 
Leet Wear... ..c.6s% . . $732,500 


(Based on 16 theatres) 








‘Carnival Best Of © 


New Pitt Pix, 136 


Pittsburgh, April 8 | 
Easter weekend was way below | 
expectations and that, added to the | 
few days of Holy Week most of cur- | 
rent attractions also came in under, 
is resulting in a sluggish session here. 
Nothing is really clicking. Among 
new films, “Lady in Lake” at Penn 


will wind up in lead but it’s noth- 
ing to write home about. “That Way 
With Women” is thin at Stanley, 
while “Carnival in Costa Rica” looks 
only a shade better at the Harris. 


Estimates for This Week 


Art Cinema (260; $1.20-$2.40)— 
“Henry V” (UA) (5th wk). Near $3,- 
000 as against $3,700 last week. 
Fulton (Shea) (1,700; 90-$1.40)— 
“Best Years” (RKO) (5th wk). Eas- 
ing off to $17,000 after last week’s 
fancy $20,000. 

Harris (Harris) (2.400; 40-70)— 

“Carnival Costa Rica” (20th). Got a 
big publicity boost from p.a. here 
om J day of three native Costa 
Rican beauties, who grabbed plenty 
of space in dailies, but only $13,000 
is likely, moderate, Last week, sec- 
ond of “Smash-Up” (U), okay $7,000 
in 5 days. 
Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3,300; 40-70)— 
“Lady in Lake” (M-G). Got a gen- 
erally good press but nothing seems 
to be doing much biz this week. Mild 
$16,000. Last week, “Secret Heart” 
(M-G), $14,500. 

Ritz (Loew’s) (800; 40-70)—“Secret 
Heart” (M-G) (m.o.). First week for 
this small-seater under Loew opera- 
tion, house having just been acquired 
from WB. Modest $2,500. Last week, 
“Favorite Brunette” (Par) (m.o.), 
$3,000. 

Senator (Harris) (1,750; 40-70)— 
“Wicked Lady” (U). Takes more 
than names of James Mason and 
Margaret Lockwood to overcome 
scissoring job censors did on this. 
Won't do $4,000. Last week, seventh 
of “Jolson Story” (Col), swell $5,500. 

Stanley (WB) (3,800; 40-70)—“That 
Way With Women” (WB). Will have 
to struggle to get thin $12,000. Last 
week, second of “California” (Par), 
solid $11,500. 

Warner (WB) (2,000; 40-70)—“Song 
of South” (RKO) (3d wk). School 
vacation giving Disney picture great 
matinee break; strong $10,500, almost 
same as last week. 





Daughter” (Col) 


Smash-Up’ $20,000, 


Week opening. Last week, “Johnny 
O'Clock” (Col) and “Child of Di- 
vorce” (RKO), above average $7,500. | 

Omaha (Tristates) (2,000; 16-65)— | 
“Magnificent Doll” (U) and “Vacation | 
Days” (Mono). Moderate $9,500. | 
Last week, “Dark Mirror” (U) (m.o.) 
and “Flight to Nowhere” (SG , | 
$10,000. j 

Orpheum (Tristates) (3,000; 16-65) 
—‘Gallant Bess” (M-G) and “Bring- 
ing Up Father” (Mono). Good $12,- 
000. st week, “Temptation” (U) 
and “Sunset Pass” (RKO), $9,500. 

Paramount (Tristates) (3,000; 16- 
65)—“Suddenly It’s Spring” (Par). 
Plenty good at $11,500. Last week, 
“Love Laughs Andy Hardy” (M-G), 
$10,500. 








Philly; ‘Years 

> Le@ars 
y; 

Philadelphia, April 8. 

Biz is on upbeat in Philly this 
week with the end of Holy Week 
and hypo of important product. 
High spot is local preem of “Best 
Years of Lives,” with smash biz at 
Arcadia and Pix, where day-and- 
dating. “Stallion Road” also is 
strong. “Smash-Up” looks great at 
the small-seater Aldine. 


Estimates for This Week 
Aldine (WB) (1,303: 50-94) — 
“Smash-Up” (U). Great §20, or 
over. Last week, “Bedelia” (E-L) 


(2d wk), $8,500. 

Arcadia (Sablosky) (700; 90-$1.80) 
—‘“Best Years” (RKO). Near capaci- 
ty at colossal $22,600 or close. Last 
week, “Lady in Lake” (M-G) (od 
run); $6,000 at 94c. top. 

Boyd (WB) (2,350; Bo-94 \—“Stair- 
way to Heaven” (U) (2d wk). Good 
$20,000 after okay $24,500 opener. 

Earle (WB) (2,760; 60-99)—“Easy 
—, (Par) with Bob Crosby orch. 

air $23,500.. Last week, “Seven 
Were Saved” (Par) with Jimmy 
ee orch on stage, only $18,- 


Fox (20th) (2,250; 30-94) — “Car. 
nival Costa Rica” (20th). Tri at 
$27,000. Last week, “Brasher Dee: 


bloon” (20th), thin $15,000. 
Karlton (Goldman) (1,000: 50-94) 
—‘The Locket” (RKO) (4th wk). 


Mild $7,500 after $9,000 last week. 
Keith’s (Goldman) (1,500; 50-94)— 
“Pursued” (WB) (2d run). Fair $6,- 
500. Last week, “Dead Reckoning” 
(Col) (2d run), only $6,000. 
Geldman (Goldman) (1,300: 50-94) 
—‘“Sinbad Sailor” (RKO) (3d wk). 
Fancy $17,000 after rousing $22,000 


last week. 

Mastbaum (WB) (4.392; 50-94)— 
“Stallion Road” (WB). Hefty $34,000 
lus $3,500 for Earle Sunday show. 
ast week, “Favorite Brunette” 
(Par) (2d wk), down to $19,000. 

Stanley (WB) (2.950; 50-94)—‘“Jol- 
son Story” (Col) (6th wk). Superb 
$27,000 after last week’s $24,500. 

Stanton (WB) (1,475; 50-94) — 





(2d wk) (6 days), 
oke $11,400. 


Paramount (F&M) (3,398: 50-$1) 
— “Favorite Brunette” (Par) and 
“Renegade Gir)” (SG) (3d wk). Nice 
$17,000. Last week, $22,500. 

Paramount Hollywood (F&M) 
(1,451; 50-$1)—‘Favorite Brunette” 
(Par) (3d wk). Hefty $14,000. Last 
week, $16,900. 

RKO Hillstreet (RKO) (2,890: 50- 
80)—“Guilt Janet Ames” (Col) end 
“Blondie Knows Best” (Col). Dull 
$14,000. Last week, “Sinbad Sailor” 
(RKO) (3d wk) and “Millie’s Daugh- 
ter” (Col) (2d wk) (6 days), okay 
$11,800. 

Ritz (FWC) (1,370; 50-$1)—‘“Egg 
and I” (U). Bright $15,000. Last 
week, “Smash-Up” (U) (3d wk-10 
days) and “Palooka” (Mono) (2d 
wk-10 days}, $7,000. 

Studio City (FWC) (880: 50-$1)— 
“Egg and I” (U). Big $10,000 or 
near. Last week, “Smash-Up” (U) 
(3d wk-10 dzys) and “Polooka” 
(Mono) (2d wk-10 days). fair $4,000. 





tasia” (RKO) (reissue) (3d wk). 
Solid $9,000. Last week, $9,500. 

Million Dollar (D'town) (2,420: 
50-85)—“‘Queen Amazons” (SG) and 
“Buffalo Bill Rides Again” (SG) 
with Harry “Hipster” Gibson on 
stage. Slow $9,000. Last week, 
“Mighty McGurk” (M-G) and “Gal- 
Jant Bess” (M-G) (2d wk-8 days), 
okay $6,200. 

Orpheum (‘D'town-WC) (2,210: 50- 
oe eee (RKO) and “Code of 

est’ (RKO) (2d wk). Neat $12,000. 
Last week, stout $24.500. 

Palace (D’town-WC) 
$1.80) — “Best Years” 
wk). Smooth $14,000. 


$18.800. 

Pantages (Pan) (2.812: 50-$1) — 
“Guilt Janet Ames” (Col) and 
“Biondie Knows Best” (Col). Only 
$13.060. Last week, “Sinbad Sailor” 
(RKO) (3d wk) and “Millie’s 


(1,237: $1- 
(RKO) (11th 
Last week, 


| United Artists (UA-WC) (2,100; 
| 50-$1)—"“Egg and I” (U). Great 
| $28,000. Last week, “Smash-Up” 
(U) and “Palooka” (Mono) (3d wk- 
| 10 days), good $13,000 
Uptown ‘(FWC) (1,719: 50-$1)— 
“Alexander’s Ragtime Band” (20th) 
(reissue) and “Brasher Doubloon” 
| (20th) Brisk $10,000. Last week, 
| “Carnival” (20th) (2d wk-9 days), 
slow $6,200. 
| Vogue ‘(FWC) 
|“Duel in Sun” 
| Stezdy $10.500. Last week, same 
| Wilshire (FWC) (2,296: 
| “Sea of Grass” (M-G). 
| Last week, “Brooklyn” 
| wk-8 days), only $8,500 
| Wiltern (WB) (2.300: 
‘Stallion Road” (WB). 
000. Last week, 
| (3d wk), $7,700. 


(885; $1.20-$1.80)— 
(SRO) (14th 


Neat $17,000. 
(M-G) (2d 


“Pursued” (WB) 


50-$1 )— | 


“Mighty McGurk” (M-G) (2d wk). 
Pale $9,000 after trim $14,000 opener. 


Pursued’ $17,000, Balto: 
‘Brooklyn’ Stout $18,000 


Baltimore, April 8. 

Ideal weather on weekend kept 
them out of the theatres here and 
will nick grosses for current session. 
Best of current crop is “It Happened 
in Brooklyn,” at Loew’s Century, and 
“Pursued,” at the Stanley. Steady re- 
sponse also is reported for Keith’s 








“Suddenly It’s Spring.” 
Estimates for This Week 
Century ‘Loew’s-UA) (3,000; 20- 
60 )—“Hanpened in Brooklyn” (M-G). 
'Fine $18,000. Last week, “Boo 
Town” (M-G) (reissue), $10,200. 
| Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,240; 
| 25-70 )—“Johnny O'Clock” (Col) plus 
vaude. Steady $15,500. Last week, 
second of ‘“Locket’’ (RKO) and “Gay 
90's” stage revue, fair $12,800. 
Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,460: 20- 
60)—‘“Suddenly It’s Spring” (Par) 
(2d wk). Starts second round today 
(Tues.) after nice starter to $13,000. 
Mayfair (Hicks) (980: 25-55)—“Red 
House” (UA). 
good $9,000. 
“Abie’s Irish Rose” (UA), $4.900. 
New (Mechanic) 








wk). Holding well at 
| strong preem at $11,100. 


sued” (WB) Solid $17,000. 


400. 


—“Best Years” (RKO) (3d 


} 


M | “Welldigger’s Daug 





Nicely spotted for | fect 
Last week, second of | $13.000. 


(1,800; 20-60 )— | “Pursued” (WB) 

| “Carnival in Costa Rica” (20th) (2d | (Mono). 

wk). | $9,000 after |stzy for second week. 
|“That Way With Women” (WB) and 

Stanley (WB) (3.280; 25-75)—“Pur- | “Crack-Up” (RKO), $9,000. 

Last | 

| week, “Beast 5 Fingers” (WB), $14,- | $1.20-$1.50)—“Best 


50-$1)— | 
Stout $18,- | 


) $7,500. 


Hub Not So Hotsy But ‘Apley’ Neat — 


286, ‘Locket’ Big 266; ‘Spring’ 286 





Key City Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
Tile WOR 36s cians . -$3,459,000 
(Based on 22 cities, 205 thea- 
tres, chiefly first runs, tncluding 
N. Y.) 
Total Gross Same Week 
ee Bee $2,896,000 
(Based on 22 cities, 180 theatres) 








Trail -Vaude Fa 





$36,000 in Frisco: 


San Francisco, April 8. 

Big news currently is the business 
being done by ‘Trail Street’ aided 
by the personal appearance of 
Gabby Hayes at the Golden Gate. 
He was only slated to show on 
opening day, which brought biggest 
first day since “Bells of St. Mary’s,” 
but holds over for whole week. Re- 
mainder of city is a bit colorless. 
“Sin of Harold Diddlebo¢k,” playing 
the comparatively small-seater 
United Artists, looks good but not 
smash. “Guilt of Janet Ames” is 
comparatively milder at the Or- 
pheum. 

Estimates for This Week 

Fox (FWC) (4,651; 55-95)—“Stal- 
lion Road” (WB). Thin $19,000. Last 
week, “Perfect Marriage” (Par), 
$14,500., 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2,844) 60-95) 
—‘Trail Street” (RKO) plus vaude 
pended by Gabby Hayes and Peggy 

an. Excellent $36,000. Last week, 
‘“Parzan and Muntress” (RKO) plus 
vaude headed by Smiley Burnette 
and pucnwagen i $15,000. 
Orpheum (Blumenfeld) (2,448; 55- 
oe Of Janet Ames” (Col). 

eat $18,000. ast week, “Song 
cheherazade” (U-I) (3d wk), just 
8,500 in 5 days. 

Paramount (Par) (2,646; 55-85)— 
“Favorite Brunette” (Par) (2d wk). 
Fine $29,000. Last week, giant 
$42,500. 

Stagedoor (Ackerman) (350: €1.80 
to $2.40)—“Henry V” (UA) (28th 
wk). Strong $5,500. Last week, 
$4,300. 

St. Francis (Par) 400; 55-85 )— 
“Suddenly Spring” (Par) (2d wk). 
Okay $16,000. Last 
$20,000. 

United Artists (Blumenfeld) 
(1,207; 55-85) — “Sin Of Harold 
Diddlebock” (UA). Good $14,009 or 
near. Last week, “Fahulgus or- 
seys” (UA) (2d wk), sad $7,500. 

United Nations (F of Bt, 149; $1- 

(RKO) ‘(4th 


$1.80) —"Best ears” 
wk). Solid $16,000. Last week, 


$20,000. 
Warfield (FWC) (2,656; 55-85) — 
“Gallant s” (M-G). Only $13,000. 
st week, “Lady In Lake” (M-G) 
(2d wk), down to $16,000. 


‘Egg’ Record 306, Paces- 
K.C.; ‘Years’ Giant 286, 
‘California’ Lush at 196 


Kansas City, April 8. 

“Best Years of Our Lives” moved 
into Tower Saturday at $1.50 top 
and will get second best total of the 
week. It may top $29,200. Top 
money goes, however, to “Egg and I” 
in the, Uptown - Fairway - Esquire 
theatres, where hitting new high for 
these three houses. “Pursued,” at 
the Orpheum, and “Love Laughs at 
Andy Hardy,” at the Midland, both 
are having good weeks. Rainy 
weather on weekend failed to hold 
down biz much. 

Estimates for This Week 

Esquire - Uptown - Fairway (Fox 
Midwest) (820, 2,043, 700; 45-65)— 
“Egg and I” (U). hind extensive 
ad campaign, this looks great $30,000, 


week, big 





new record for three houses. Holds. 
Last week, “Trail Street” (RKO), 
fancy $18,000 in 8 days. 

Kimo (Dickinson) (550: 65)— 


er” (Indie) (3d 
wk). Holding well at $5,500. Last 
week, big $6,500. 
Midland ‘(Loew’s) 
“Love Laughs Andy Hardy” (M-G) 
and “Brother Talks to Horses” 
(M-G). Stout $16,000. Last week, 
“Happened in Brooklyn” (M-G) and 
“Blondie’s Holiday” (Col), $14.000. 
Newman (Paramount) (1,900; 45- 
65)—“California” (Par). Big $19,000, 
and sure holdover. Last wéek. “Per- 
Marriage” (Par), 
Orpheum (RKO) (1.900: 45-65)— 
and 
Sturdy $13,000, and may 
Last week, 


Tower (Fox Joffee) (2.100; 


Years” (RKO). 


| Off to good start and looks colossal 
Town (Rappaport) (1,600: 90-$1.50) | $28.000. 
wk). loon” 

| Holding steadily at $17.000 after pre- , zanne” 
ivious round’s big $23,000, 


Last week, “Brasher Doub- 
(20th) and “Fabulous Su- 


(3,500; 45-65 )— | 


“Ginger” | 


$1- | 


creditable 








(Rep) with vaude, slow | — 


Boston, April g. 

Most houses got off to a poor Start 
with the combo Holy Week and bad 
weather hurting. Pickup in biz Sun. 
day helped, however. “Late George 
Apley,” fairly good at the Metro. 

olitan, is leading the town, “The 

cket” is okay at.-Memoria! while 
Carmen Cavallaro band plus “Mil. 
lie’s Daughter” is good at RKO. Bose 
ton, 
Estimates for This Week 

Boston (RKO) (3,200; 50-$1.19)— 
“Millie’s Daughter” (Col) plus Care 
men Cavallaro orch, Ross Wyse 
Wilson Bros., others, on stage. Mod- 
erate $28,000, but well belew fal] 
averages. Last week, “Tarzan Hunt- 
ress” (Col) with Phil Brite, Milt 
Herth Trio, Watson Sisters, others 
$29,000. ; 

Esquire (M-P) (1,200; $1.86) 
“Best Years” (RKO) (15th wk). 
Dropping off a little to $9.500 stil] 
impressive, Last week, $10.000 

enway (M-P) (1,373; 40-80) — 
“Suddenly Spring” (Par) and “The 
a (Mono). Here from one 
rame at the Met, lively $11,060 ig 
neat. Last week, “Beast Five Fin- 
gers” (WB) and “Hit Parade °47" 
(Rep), $9,000. 

Majestic (Indie) (1,500; 40-86) — 
“Lost Honeymoon” (E-L) and “It’s 
a Joke, Son” (E-L). Opened Sat, 
(5) with fairly good $10,008. Last 
week, “Adventures’ (E-L) and 
“Born to Speed” (PRC) (3d wk), 
stout $8,000. 

Memorial (RKO) (2,800; 40-80)— 
“The Locket” (RKO) and “Singin’ 


in Corn” (Col). Strong $26,000 or 
over. Last wom. “Sinbad” (RKO) 
and “Great to Be Young” (Col) (2d 
wk), $20,000. 


Metropolitan (M-P) (4,368: 40-80) 
—‘‘Late ectee Apley" (20th) and 
“Backlash” (20th) est in town 
with neat $28,000. Last week, “Sud- 
genly pring” (Par) and “The 

uilty” (Mono), $24,000. 

Orpheum (Loew) (2,900: 40-80)— 
“Dead Reckoning” (Col) and “13th 

our” (Col) (2d wk). Nice $22.000. 

ast week, $29,500. 

Paramount (M-P) (1,700; 40-80)— 
“Suddenly Spring” (Par) and “The 
Guilty” (Mono). Here from Met, 
fine $17,000. Last week, “Beast Five 
Fingers” (WB) and “Hit Parade "47" 
(Rep), $14,000. 

State (Loew) (3,200: 
— Town” (M-G) (reissue) and 
“Cigarette Girl” (Col). Moderate 
$14,000. Last week, “Dead Reckon- 
ing” (Col) and “13th Hour” (Col), 
$15,000. 

Translux (Tranglux) (900; 30-74) 
—“Overlanders” ( and “Magnifi- 
cent Rogue” (Rep). Nice $6,500. Last 
week, “Capt. Kidd” (FC) and “Hairy 
Ape” (FC) (reissues), $5,000. 


St. Louis Not So Blue: 
‘B’klyn’ Bright $25,000, 
‘Spring’ 246, Beast’ 146 





and spring temperature on tap, 
rosses at the big house are spurting 
his session. “Jt Happened in’ Brook- 


lyn” is the leader. “Suddenly It’s 

ring” is a close second, but only 
good. “Pursued” also is solid. 

Hetenne Hy MM 13,000; 50 75) 

Amba ( (3, ; 50-7! 
“pursued” (WB) and “Light House” 
(PRC). Solid $19,000. Last week, 
“Be Yours” (U) and “Beat Band 
(RKO), $18,000. 

ox (F&M) (5,000; 50-75)—‘“‘Sud- 
denly It's Spring” (Par) and “Fear 
in Night” ar). Good $24,000. Last 
week, “California” (Par) (2d wk), 
nage $15,000. 

oew’s (Loew) (3,172; 50-75) 
“Happened in Brooklyn” (M-G) and 
“Dark Night” (Col). Big 25.000. 

st week, “Red House” (UA) and 
“Thirteenth Hour” (Col), $19,000. 

Missouri (F&M) (3,500; 50-75) — 
a Five Fingers’ (WB) and 
“Brute Man” (PRC). Nice $14,000. 
Last week, “Wonderful Life” (REQ) 
and “Song of South’ (RKO) ‘ 
wk) (2d run), big $12,000. 

Orpheum (Loew) (2,000; 50-75) — 
“Red House”  ~ and “Thirteenth 
Hour” (Col). Okay $11,000. Last 
week, “Jolson Story” (Col) (4th 
wy 7,500. 

t. Leuis (F&M) (4,000; 90-$1.50) 
—“Best Years” (RKO) (4th wk). 
Fancy $18,000 after solid $22,000 
third stanza. 


—_— 


‘EGG’ STRONG $16,000, 
L’VILLE: ‘YEARS’ 206 


Louisville, April 8._ 

Pleasant weather is crimping biz 

now, but end of Lent is helping; 

Lot of bally is boosting “Egg and | 

at the National, to a strong stanza. 

“Best ears,” at the Strand, on 
upped scale, looks fine 


Estimates for This Week 


Brown ‘(Loew’s) (Fourth Avenue) 
(1.200: 40-60)—“Angel and Badman 
(Rep) and “Ghost Goes Wild” (Rep) 
(m.o.). Neat $5,000. Last week, 
“Rue Madeleine” (20th) and “Pil- 
grim Lady” (Rep) (m.o.). $3.500 
Kentucky (Switow) (1.200; 30-40) 
‘Jolson Story” (Col) and “Blon- 

(Continued on page 20) 
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Chi Perks; ‘Spring’-Price Hefty 62146, . 
‘Attorney -Monroe 54, ‘Prentiss’ 266 





Chicago, April 8. 

With three strong openers plus a 
string of hefty holdovers, week 
might have proved better than aver- 
gge because of the end of Lent ex- 
cept for the bad weather and accom- 
panying rain and high winds. 

Strongest of new contenders, 
“suddenly It’s Spring’ with Georgie | 
price heading the stage show at the 
Chicago should hit a hefty $62,500. | 
“Mr. District Attorney” is being | 
boosted by Vaughn Monroe’s band 





to rousing $54,000 at the Oriental. ‘ 


“Nora Prentiss” looks to do a 
strong $26,000 at Roosevelt, cided by | 
rave notices from crix. “Trail | 
Street” coupled with “Little Miss | 
Big” at the Palace is weakest of the 
new bills with an indicated $18,000, 
bill being jerked after one week. | 
“Smash-Up” still is fine at $20,000 | 
for third week at the Grand. 


Estimates for This Week | 


Apollo (B&K) 
son Story” (Col) (15th wk). Con- 
tinuing its smash run but beginning 
to slip at $17,500. Last week, great | 
$19,000. 

Chicage (B&K) (3,900; 95)—“Sud- | 
denty It's Spring” (Par) with 
Georgie Price heading stage show. | 
Strongest of new entries, and looks 
hefty $62,500. Last week, “Favorite 
Brunette” (Par) ~with King Cole 
Trio heading stage show (3d wk), | 
stalwart $55,000. 

Garrick (B&K) (900; 95)—“135 Rue | 








Madeleine” (20th) (3d wk). Down 
to $17,000. Last week, same. 

Grand (B&K) (1,500; 95)— | 
“Smash-Up” (U) (3d wk). Held up 


well for fine $20,000. Last week, sock | 
$24,000. ep 
Oriental (Esszness) (3,400; 65-95) 
—“Mr. District Attorney” (Col) with 
Vaughn Monroe orch on_ stage. 
Rousing $54,000, mostly from band’s 
draw. Last week, “Red House” 
(UA) with Jan August and Jerry | 
Lester on stage (2d wk), stout | 


7,000. 

Palace (RKO) (2,500; 95)—‘Trail | 
Street” (RKO) and /‘Little Miss Big” | 
(U). Mild $18,000 or near. To be 
jerked after one week. Last week, 
‘Bedelia” (E-L) and “Devil Thumbs 
Ride” (RKO), good $21,000. 

Rialto (Indie) (1,700; 
“Thief of Bagdad” (FC) and “Mur- | 
der Diamond Row” (FC) (reissues). | 
Scant $7,000. Last week, “Scarlet | 
Pimpernel” (FC) and “Return of 
Scarlet Pimpernel” (FC) (reissues), 
okay $9,500. | 

Roesevelt (B&K) (1,500; 95)—)| 
“Nora Prentiss” (WB). Crix liked 
this and it shapes strong $26,000. 
Last week, “Pursued” (WB) (3d 
wk), $16,000. 

State-Lake (B&K) (2,700; 95)— 
“Yearling” (M-G) (7th wk). Still | 
fair at $19,000. Last week, $21,000. | 

United Artists (B&K) (1,700; $6)— | 
“Secret Heart” (M-G) (3d wk). 
Falling off clso to $16,000. Last 
week, sturdy $17,000. 

Woods (Essaness) (1,200; 95-$1.80) 
—“Best Years” (RKO) (16th wk). 
In spite of 22-hour schedule begin- 
ning to wane although this week 
looks sturdy $28,000. Last week, 
$29,000. 


Wash. Out of Doldrums; 
Be Yours’ Vaude Lofty 
$30,000, ‘B’klyn’ Hot 276 


Washington, April 8. 

Town generally is doing fine this! 
week, with Lent out of way. Govern- | 
ment workers, far from home, went | 
to the theatre durin 
ried. Capitol, “I'll Yours” and a 
fancy Easter stage bill, rings the bell 
for top coin at single house. “Hap- 
pened in Brooklyn” is close second | 
at Palace. “Best Years” is starting 
te fade badly due to high tariff at 


| 
65-95 )— | 


} 








Keith's. It's now day-date with Re-| 


Public, Negro house. 
Estimates for This Week 

ac MPitel (Loew's) 

I'l! Be Yours” (U) 

Handsome $30,000. Last week, “Swell 

Guy” (U) plus vaude, $21,000. 

“ Columbia (Loew's) (1,263; 44-70)— 

13 Rue Madeleine” (20th) (2d run). 
Nice $10,000. Last week, “Boomer- 
ang” (20th) (2d run}, $7,500. 

Earle (WB) (2,154: 44-85)—“Pur- 
sued” (WB). Strong $25,000. Last 
week, “Johnny O'Clock” (Col), dis- 
§Ppointing $16,000. 

“B eith’s (RKO) (1,838: 90-$1.50)— 
best Years” (RKO) (4th wk ). 


in Taper- 
& off to $25,000, still big. Early 
morning show is now out as no 


Onger a reve er 
week, $30,000. — Z 
— (Miller) (285; $1.20-$2.40)— 
ry V" (UA) (20th wk). Off to 
but still okay for long-run 
Mer. Last week, fine $5,000. 

‘ ait repelitan (WB) (1,153; 44-70)— 
tlt of Janet Ames” (Col). Fancy 


J c Las y “ . ” 
about Bug week, “Framed” (Col), 


“ Palace (Loew's) 
Ppened in 


Last 


(2,370; 44-70)— 
Sane? rooklyn” (M-G). 
Brunet 000. Last week, “Favorite 

al (Par), cozy $16,000 for sec- 


(1,200: 95)—‘Jol- | under 
Keith's, 


|*Best Years” 


| ing 


| Daughter” 
| week, 


the holiday pe- | 





(3,434; 44-80)— | 
plus vaude. | 


s 
se. 


Grosses Are Net 


Film gross estimates, as re- 
ported herewith from the varie 
ous key cities, are net, ie, with- 
out the 20% tax. Distributors 
share on net take, when playing 
percentage, hence the estimated 
figures are net income. 

The parenthetic admission 
prices, however, as indicated, in- 
clude the U.S. amusement tax. 


g Record 196. 
Sets Cincy Pace 


Cincinnati, April 8. 
“Egg and I,” setting a new high 
Universal operation for 








fornia” at the much larger Albee to 
lead the Easter parade of new bills. 
“Best Yezars,” in fourth week at 
Capitol® still is big. 
other firstrun, is smash at the Granf@. 
Estimates for This Week 


Albee (RKO) (3,100; 55-70)—‘Cali- 
fornia” (Par). Good $18,000. Last 
|; week, “Red House” (UA), all right 


| $15,000. 


Capitol (RKO) (2,000; 90-$1.50)— 


for third stanza. Holds indef. 


Grand (RKO)? (1,430; 55-70)— 
“Pursued” (WB). Socko $14,500. 
Holds. Last week, “Lzdy in Lake” 


(M-G) (2d wk), oke $7,000. 

Keith’s (UP) 
and I’ (U). Big advance bally pay- 
house record under Universal oper- 
ation. “Egg” also helped by Satur- 


day (5) opening. Naturally holds. 
Last week, “Michigan Kid” (U), 
solid $7,000. 

Lyric (RKO) (1,400; 55-70)—“Mr. 


District Attorney” (Col) and “Millie’s 
(Col). So-so $4,500. Last 
“Apache Rose” (Rep) and 
“That Brennan Girl” (Rep), $4,000. 

Palace (RKO) (2,600; 55-70)— 
“Love Laughs Andy Hardy” (M-G). 


Modest $12,500. Last week, “Sud- 
denly It’s Spring” (Par), sprightly 
$16,000. 

Shubert (RKO) (2,100; 55-70)— 
“Red House” (UA) (m.o.). Oke 
$5,000. Last week, “Stanley Living- 


stone” (20th) and “Les Miserables” 
(20th) (reissues), $3,500. 





Det. Fine; ‘Years’ $45,000, 


‘Egg’ 386, ‘Prentiss’ 206, 
All Great, ‘Heaven’ 156 


Detroit, April 8. 

Business is being given a shot in 
the arm with a full crop of new 
top films this week. Best showing 
is being made by the Downtown, 
where “Best Years of Lives” will 
do smash week at boosted prices. 
Next biggest is the Fox with “Egg 
and I,” with a _ terrific session. 
Michigan’s “My Favorite Brunette” 
is pacing the holdovers at a big 
figure. “Stairway to Heaven,” at 
the Adams, and “Nora Prentiss,” at 
United Artists, also are doing well. 

Estimates for This Week 


Adams (Balaban) (1,740; 70-95)— 
“Stairway to Heaven”. (U). Stout 
$15,000. Last week, “Jolson Story” 
(Col) (13th wk), strong $8,000. 


| Broadway-Capitel (United 
troit) (3,309; 70-95)—‘Red House” 
(UA) and “Renegade Girl’ (SGP). 
' Good $18,000. Last week, “Beast 
| Five Fingers’ (WB) and “Brute 
Man” (PRC) (2d wk), $12,000. 
Downtown (Balaban) 
$1.50)—"“Best Years” (RKO). Smash 
$45,000. Last week, “One Million 
BC” (FC) and “Of Mice and Men 
(FC) (reissues), surprising $14,000. 
Fox (Fox-Michigan) (5.100; 70-95) 
—"“Egg and I” (U). Terrific $38,000 
or over. Last week, “Michigan Kid 


(U) and “Wake Up, Dream” (20th), 
$18,000. 

Madison (United Detroit) (1,866; 
50-60) — “Nocturne” (RKO) and 
“Shadow Woman” (WB). Fair $2.100 
in three days. Last week. “Blue 
Skies” (Par) and “Sunbonnet Sue 


(Mono). $2,900 in three days. 
Michigan (United Detroit) (4,039: 
70-95) —"Favorite Brunette ( Par ) 
and “Seven Were S-ved (Par) (2d 
wk). Lusty $25,000. Last week, huge 


35.000. ; 
’ Palms-State (United Detroit) (2,- 


976: 70-95) — “Happened in Brook- 
lyn” (M-G) and “Little Mister Jim 
(M-G) (2d wk). Okay $18,000. Last 


reek, strong $22,000. 

ea Artists (United Detroit) 
(1.941; 70-95) “Nora Prentiss | 
(WB) and ee North 
(Rep). Sock $20,000. Last week, m 
dela” (EL) and “It’s a Joke, Son 
| (E-L), fancy $17,000. 


is a shade ahead of “Cali- | 


“Pursued,” an- | 


(RKO) (4th wk). Still | 
|hefty at $18,000, trailing boff $20,000 


(1,542; 55-70)—“Egg | 
off with terrific $19,000, and a | 


De- | 


(2.683: $1- | 


‘Brunette’ Tall $16,000, 
Denver; ‘Yours’ Oke 23G 


Denver, April 8. 

“I'll Be Yours,” playing three 
houses, looks to hit top coin in so-so 
week here. “Favorite Brunette.” at 
the Denham, is really strongest for 
single theatre, and holds. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aladdin (Fox) (1,400; 90-$1.80)— 
“Best Years” (RKO) (4th wk). Good 
$8,500. Last week, fine $12,000. 

Broadway (Cinema) (1,500; 35-74) 
—‘Gallant Bess” (M-G) and “Borna to 
Speed” (PRC). Fine $10,000. Last 
week, “Dead Reckoning” (Col) (m. 
o.), fair $5,000. 

Denham (Cockrill) (1,750; 35-70)— 
“Favorite Brunette” (Par). Fancy 
$16,000. Holds. Last week, “Easy 
Come” (Par), $12,000 

Denver (Fox) (2,525: 35-74) —Tll 
Be Yours” (U) and “Lone Wolf in 
Mexico” (Col), day-date with 
quire, Webber. Nice $16,000 
week, “Nora Prentiss” (WB) 
“Vacation Days” (Mono), $14,000 

Esquire (Fox) (742; 35-74)—“Trll 
Be Yours” (U) and “Lone Wolf in 
Mexico” (Col), also Denver, Webber. 
Nice $4,000. Last week, “Nora Pren- 
tiss’ (WB) and “Vacation 
(Mono), $3,500. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 35-74)— 
| “Mighty McGurk” (M-G) and “Mask 
| of Diijon” (PRC). Fair $14,000. Last 
| week, “Lady in Lake” (M-G) and 
|“Blondie Knows Best” (Col), good 
| $15,000. 

Paramount (Fox) (2,200: 35-74) 
“Jolson Story” (Col), efter two weeks 


Last 
and 


| 





j at Denver, Esquire, Webber, Rialto. 
Good $11,000. Last week, “Michigan 
Kid” (U-I) and “Three on Ticket” 
(PRC), $10,000. 

| Rialto (Fox) (878; 35-74)—“Nora 


| Prentiss” (WB) and “Vacation Days” 
(Mono) (m.o.). Fine $4,500. Last 
week, “Jolson Story” (Col) (m.o.), 
big $6,000. 

Webber (Fox) (750; 35-74)—‘“I'll Be 
Yours” (U) and “Lone Wolf in Mex- 
| ico” (Col), also Denver, Esquire). 
| Fair $3,000. Last week, “Nora Pren- 
|tiss’” (WB) and “Vacation Days” 
(Mono), $2,500. 


Pursued’ Fast 
$20,000 in Prov. 


Providence, April 8. 

With the pre-Easter iull out of the 
| way, all stands are spurting 
week. Leading the list in its third 
| session is RKO Albee’s “Best Years 
;of Our Lives.” Loew’s State’s “It 
| Happened in Brocklyn” is hot, as is 
| Majestic’s “Pursued.” “Stairway to 


N. Y. Spurts; ‘Stallion’-Calloway Big 
656, Rooney Ups ‘McGurk’ Sock 456, 
Carrols’ 506, ‘Apley’ Wow 1546, 3d 


Despite rain Friday (4) night and ,» (3d wk), climbed to $21,000 or near, 
Saturday (5), which climaxed an fine, after $20,000 for second. 


e Paramount (Par) (3,664; 70-$1.50) 
—— ReneS Speky. Wee, Semen —Favorite Brunette” (Par) with 
way picture houses generelly are Jimmy Dorsey orch, Pat Henning, 





| school kids. 
Es- | 


| 


Days” 


| Dorsey band and others on stage, is 
| bringing the Par a smash $100,000 





| 
| 


© | stanza, 
this | 


| Heaven” also shapes fairly well at} 


Metropolitan. , 
Estimates fer This Week 
Albee (RKO) (2,200: 90-$1.50)— 
“Best Years” (RKO) (3d wk). Sur- 
| prising $30,000. Second sesh was sock 
| $38,000. : 

Carlton (Fay-Loew) (1,400; 44-65) 
—‘‘Les Miserables” (20th) and “Stan- 
ley Livingstone” (20th) (reissues). 
Snappy $6,500. Last week, “Thief of 
Bagdad” (FC) (reissue), $5,500. 
Fay’s (Fay) (1,400; 44-65)—‘Mar- 
| gie” (20th) and vaude. Very nice $7,- 
500. Last week, “Rolling Home” (SG) 
and vaude on stage, $6,500. 

Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 44-65)— 
“Pursued” (WB) and “Minstrel Days” 
(WB). Big $20,000. Last week, “Swell 
Guy” (U) and “Notorious Gentle- 
man” (U), good $16,000. 

Metropolitan (Snider) (3,100; 44- 
65)—"‘Stairway to Heaven” (U) and 
“Vacation Days” (Mono). Fairly good 
$15,000. Last week, “Wake Up. 
'Dream” (20th) and 
(Rep), fairish $10,500. 

State (Loew) (3,200; 44-65)—“Hap- 





doing great business this session.| Jordan Tympany Five (4th wk). 
The second Easter week since the } Saird stanza concluded last (Tues.) 
war, most spots are being helped by | night held to terrific $100,000 follow- 


ay an ling big $98,000 second frame. Doing 
influx of visitors and vacationing six stage and screen shows daily to 


| take care of Easter week crowds 
Radio City Music Hall (Rocke- 
fellers) (5,945; 70-$2.40) “George 
Apley’ (20th) and Hall’s Easter Show 
on stage (3d wk). Soaring to biggest 
Easter week here with colossal $154,- 
000 or near. This bests second week's 
big $141,000. This week house was 
forced to open doors at 7:45 a.m. to 
handle mob for first show. Stays on, 
with “Egg and I’ (U) due in next. 
Park Avenue (U) (583; $1.20-$2.20) 
—‘Time Out of Mind” (U). Playing 


Exceptions to this upbeat are thea- | 
tres with weakie holdovers or those | 
which have been playing too long. 
These are being pushed around by 
stronger fare, including new entries 
opening this stanza. N. Y. hzs eight 
newcomers in first-run locations this 
week, and 10 holdovers. 

One of the best new grossers is 
“Two Mrs. Carrolls,” which is do- | 
ing a rousing $50,000 opening week | 
at the Hollywood, making this show- | 


ing in face of harsh to lukewarm | two-a-day at $2.20 top for nights, will 
crix opinions. Another bright new- | wind up first week next Friday (11) 
comer is “Time Out of Mind” at} with strong $21,000. Reserved-seat 


$21,000 for the Park Avenue. 


+p | policy calls for three shows on Satur- 
Big news of week are the show- 


| days and four on Sundays. In ahead, 


ings being made by the Music Hall|“Years Between” (U) (4th wk), 
and Paramount: Former, with | $6,000 
George Apley” znd Easter Show on | Riaito (Mayer) (594: 35-85)— 
Stage, Is soaring to terrific $154,000, | « r ”* a, fredenue 

~ , ‘a be r) -G) (reissue) )- 
biggest Easter week ever for the Deere Seat Lie) eeu). 


| ing stout biz for an oldie with $10,000 

|likely on first week, and holds. In 

|} ahead, “Devil Thumbs Ride” (RKO) 

| (2d wk), fine $7,500. 

although this is for the third round. | Rivoli (UA-Par) (2,092; 60-$1.25)— 
While not sensational. “Adventur- |“Farmer’s Daughter” (RKO) (3d 


Hall although now in third stanza, 
“Favorite Brunette,” with Jimmy 


ess” shapes as trim $24,000 for first | Wk). Stepping along in nice shape 
week zt the Victoria, with reviews | to land $32,000 in initial holdover 


helping. “Stallion Road,” with plenty | session ended last Monday (7) night; 
of credit going to Cab Calloway band | first was strong $38,500. 
on stage, is getting the Strand a big| Roxy (20th) (5,886; 80-$1.50)— 
$65,000. i“Costa Rica” (20th) with Connee 
Mickey Rooney and his vaude re- | Boswell, Jackie Miles topping stage- 
vue will boost “Mighty McGurk” to | bill (3d-final wk). Getting fairly 
terrific $45,000, or better. at the | good $82,000 in second week ended 
State, crowds this week hinting that | last (Tues.) night; first was $85,500 
this combo might have come near |and not up to hopes. “Alexander's 
the house high if not opening against | Ragtime Band” (20th) (reissue) plus 
Holy Week and the rain. | Lecuona Cuban orch, Del Rios head- 
That's My Man” appears headed | ing stageshow, opens April 16. 
hie Vorable $26,000 at the Globe | State (Loew's) (3,450; 43-$1.10)— 
hence Rang co ON I ye |“Mighty McGurk” (M-G) (Ist run) 
likely will hit socks Aas ane | with Mickey Rooney vaude revue on 
at the Gotham. “Boom Town” looks | °'23°: Sockeroo $45,000 or better, es- 
to do $10,000 at Rizlto, stout i S| pecially great in view of conditions 
’ ae 4 | Thursday and Friday. Not new house 


reissue, 
_ “Farmer’s Daughter,” doing well tenet « —_ Ee 
in face of new competition. did |p‘ ee eee ee ae 


Rooney obviously the magnet. First 
line last Sunday was biggest ever for 
|Sunday here. Last week, “Strange 
| Woman” (UA) (2d run) plus Jack 
| Pearl heading vaude, nice $28,000 
Strand (WB) (2,756; 75-$1.50)— 
“Stallion Road” (WB) and Cab Callo- 


nicely on initial holdover session at 
the Rivoli with $32,000. “Best Years” 
is climbing via Easter week crowds 
to hit $42,000 in 22d week, bettering 
previous stanza. 

Capitol brings in “Smash-Up” with 
Xavier Cugat heading stage lineup 


tomorrow (Thurs.), winding up | Way orch heading stageshow. Land- 
fourth week of “Happened in Brook- | ing big $65,000 in first frame, and 
lyn” and Semmy Kaye band with | holds. In ahead, fourth week of 
only $52,000. Palace opens “Trail |“Pursued” (WB) and Louis Prima 
Street” today (Wed.) after three | Orch, $45,000, albeit below hopes. 
fairly good weeks with “The| Victoria (Maurer) (720; 70-$1.20)— 
eet. Alexander's Ragtime | “Adventuress” (E-L). Fancy $24,000 
and comes into the Roxy next /or better, and holding over. Helned 
week (April 16), house holding|by crix raves. Last week, “Thief 
Carnival in Costa Rica” with Bagdad” (FC) (reissue) (4th wk), 
Connee Boswell and Jackie Miles | $9,000. 
heading stagebill only into third| Winter Garden (UA) (1,312; 60- 
,round. Combo wound up second | $1.20)—"Stairway to Heaven” (U) 
week last (Tues.) night et $82,000. (4th wk). Pushing up to solid $19,000 
Estimates for This Week this. stanza after $17,000 in third. 


“The Guilty” | 


pened in Brooklyn” (M-G) and “Lar- | 


ceny in Heart” (PRC). Solid $24,500. | 


|Last week, “Love Laughs Andy | 
Hardy” (M-G) and “Brother Talks to 
Horses” (M-G), $21,000. 


Strand (Silverman) (2,200; 44-65)— 
“California” (Par). Opened Monday 
(7) to sock biz. Last week, “Ladies’ 


(Par), fair $14,000. 
fect Marriage” and 
(Col), $12,000. 


In ahead, “Per- 
“Blind Spot” 


‘Brunette’ Big 156, Mont’l 


Montreal, April! 8. 
Everything looks strong this week. 
Every theatre sports a new_ entry. 
“Favorite Brunette’ and “Razor's 
Edge” look like the best bets. 
Estimates for This Week 


Capitol (CT) (2,700; 35-63)—“Fa- 
vorite Brunette” (Par). Sock $15,500 
or near. Last week, “Miss Pilgrim” 


(20th). so-so $11.200. 

Imperial (CT) (1,850: 
“Bachelor's Daughters” 
“Rolling Home” (Col). Big $5,000. 
Last week, “San Quentin” (RKO) 
and “Beat Band” (Col) (2d wk), nice 
$4,500 

Loew's (CT) (2,800; 35-67)—"Ra- 
zor’s Edge” (20th). Big $17,000. 
week, “Jolson Story” (Col), nice $13,- 
000 for 7th week. 

Palace (CT) (2,300; 35-63)—“Hu- 
moresque” (WB). Fancy $14,500. Last 
week, “Secret Heart’ (M-G), okay 
13.000 for repeat session. ; 

Princess (CT) (2.300; 35-63 )—"Song 
if South” (RKO) and “Likely Story 
(RKO). Strong $8,200. Last week. 
“Man I Love” (WB) and “Beat Band 

i (RKO), $8.000. 


30-50 )— 
(UA) and 


Man” (Par) and “Seven Were Saved” | 


Last | 


i (Wed.). Last week, “Locket” (RKO) ' 





| Stays on. 


Indpls. Climbs; ‘Affairs,’ 
Beneke Lusty 256, ‘Egg’ 
Smash 156, ‘B’klyn’ 126 


Indianapolis, April 8. 

First-run biz is a lot sharper here 
this stanza, with stronger attractions 
and seasonal Easter rally helping. 
“Affairs of Geraldine” will split big- 
gest gross with Glenn Miller band, 
being week’s top magnet at the Cir- 
cle. “Shocking Miss Pilgrim” at In- 
diana, “It Happened in 


Astor (City Inv.) (1,300: 95-$2.40) 
—"Best Years” (RKO) (22d wk). 
Perking nicely with arrival of East- 
er week crowds, with strong $42,000 
likely; last week held to $39.000 
Stays on, natch! Lie 

Capitol (Loew's) (4.820: 70-$1.50) 

“Happened in Brooklyn” (M-G) 
with Sammy Kaye orch, Harvey 
Stone topping stageshow (4th-final 
wk). Drooping to $52,000 or near 
on blowoff; last week $60,000. 
“Smash-Up” (U) plus Xavier Cugat 
orch heading stage layout opens to- 
morrow (Thurs.). 

Criterion (Loew's) (1,700: 60-$1.25) 
—"Johnny O'Clock” (Col) Ga ue 
Second stanza finished last (Tues.) 
night fell to modest $22,000 or un- 





ar: ; ; ‘ rooklyn” at 
a ee poet. “Odd | Loew's and “Egg and I” at Keith's, 
around April 24 y wil open | all are headed for extra good takes, 
_ Globe (Brandt) (1,500; 70-$1.20)— | te yee especially strong at a 
‘That's My Man” (Rep). On first | > te Sp . . 
week ending next Friday (11) like- Estimates for This Week 
ly will hit favorable $26,000 or near. | Circle (Katz-Dolle) (2,800; 48-72) 
Holds. Last week. “Red House” | —‘‘Affairs of Geraldine” «Rep) with 
(UA) (3d wk), $14,500. | Tex Beneke and Glenn Miller orch 


Gotham (Brandt) (900; 70-$1.40)— | on stage. Hot $25,000. Last 
“Tarzan and Huntress” (RKO). Kid- 


week, 
“Scandal in Paris” 


(UA) and “Bach- 


dies helping this one during cur- | elor’s Daughters” (UA), thin $9,000 

rent holiday session, initial week | at 40-60c. scale. 

hitting strong $25,000. In ahead. fifth | Indiana (‘Katz-Dolle) (3.300: 40- 

week of “Angel and Badman” (Rep), | 60)—"“Shocking Miss Pilgrim” (29th) 

nice $10,000. and “Child of Divorce” (RKO), nice 
Golden (767; ($1.20-$240)—“Hen- | $12,000. Last week, “California” 

ry V’ (UA) (32d wk). Stiffened a | (Par), okay $13,000. 

bit to land profitable $7,800 in 31st Keith’s (Indie) (1,300; 40-60) — 

week ending last Saturday (5) night | “Egg and I” (U). Smash $15,000, 


against $7.500 for 30th stanza 
until May 3. 

Hollywood (WB) (1,499: 70-$1.10) 
—‘Two Mrs. Carrolls”’ (WB). De- 
spite crix, this one te@d off in sock 
fashion to hit great $50,000 in first 


aided by Marjorie Main selling tick- 
ets at opener. Last week. “Smash- 
Up” (U) (2d wk), only $5,000. 
Loew’s (Loew’s) (2,450; 40-60) — 
“Happened in Brooklyn” (M-G) and 
“So Dark Night” (Col). Fancy $12,- 


Stays 


week or thereabouts. Naturally 000. Last week, “Dead Reckoning” 
holds Beat Sunday house record | (Col) and “Susie Steps Out” (UA), 
last Sunday (6). Last week, “Nora | $12,000. 


Prentiss” 

$10,000 
Palace (RKO) 

“Trail Street” 


Lyric (Katz-Do!le) (1,600; 40-60)— 
“California” (Par) (m.o.). Nice $7,- 
509. Last week, “Captain Caution” 
(Indie) and “Captain Fury” (Indie) 
(reissues), $5.000. 


(WB) (6th wk), slid to 


(1.700; 60-$1.20) — 
(RKO). Opens today 
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RONALD COLMAN 
in “THE LATE 


GEORGE APLEY” 

with Vanessa Brown 
Richard Haydn 

Charles Russell 

Richard Ney 

Edna Best + Mildred Natwick 
Percy Waram » Nydia Westman 
and introducing 

PEGGY CUMMINS 
Directed by 

JOSEPH L. MANKIEWICZ 
Produced by 

FRED KOHLMAR 

Screen Play by Philip Dunne 

From the Play by John P. Marquand 
and George S. Kaufman: Based on 


the Pulitzer Prize Novel by 
John P. Marquand 


THE WHOLE INDUSTRY IS CALLING IT THE 
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| /-THE LATE GEORGE APLEY” 1st WEEK AT RADIO CITY MUSIC HALL TOPS 
RECORD 20h CENTURY-FOK FIGURES OF NA AND TE KING OF SIH” 
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>) THE LATE GEORGE APLEY” 2nd WEEK AT RADIO CITY MUSIC. 
“| HALL TOPS THE 20th CENTURY-FOX RECORD OF THE Ist! 








id WEK OF THE LATE GEORGE APLEY" 
5 TOPS EVERY RECORD FOR EVERY DAY 
©" OF Ist AND 2nd WEEKS! 
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‘Pi © THE GHOST AND MRS. MUIR «© THE HOMESTRETCH in Technicolor 
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Swedish Studios on Busy Schedule; 
Finnish Production Not Too Active 


Stockholm, March 25. ¢ 
the first 1947 
unprecedented num- 
Sweaish film 
intent upon maintain- 








With 
rolling up an 


quarter of 


2 Austrian Newsreel 


Cameramen Released 
Vienna, March 25. 


ber of picture preems, 


producers are 





| Board of Trade and Treasury for in- | 
‘sufficient currency allowance given 


Ann Todd Squawking 
On USS. Allowance 


London, April 1. 
Ann Todd, just back from Holly- 
wood, is latest British film star to 
join the others, including Phyllis 
Calvert, Patricia Roc and Rex Harri- 
son, in their squawk against the 


them while filming in Holfywood. 
Understood the Chancellor of the 
| Exchequer is now giving the matter 





iryl Zahuck. Latter, he soy’, only had 








Native-Play Rule, No Pseudonyms 


Seen Snafui wing 


French-English ‘Aiglon’ 
Mulled by Goldin 


Paris, April 1, 
Mitty Goldin is denying -reports 
that he has sold the fim rights of 
Maurice Rostand’s “Aiglon” to Dar- 





an option which expired last Novem- 
Goldin is AEF 

dickering with two English pro- 
ducers to make “Aiglon” in bilingual. 
Goldin holds the “Aiglon” film rights | 
twenty-five years, while | 
“Cyrano” rights are now public 





ber whereas 


for another 
the 


| 


}aomalin, 


Tough Times Seen 
Ahead for French 
Film Industry’ 


Paris, April 8. 
mes ahead for the French 
pix industry are anticipated by 


Tough ti 





iby J. 


ing an even flow of new product in Among Feces: Shanghai repa- | his consideration, with possible tilt 
ihe future. Svensk Filmindustri’s| ttiated Austrians are Luise and | in allowances imminent, 
studios Rasunda soon start on the | Julius Fleck, two of the first news- ed MINT 
celluloid version of the hit Swedish | reel cameramen in Europe. As far | 
, > er’s Reminder.” with | back as 1908 they covered the land- dh 
H ye F tman directing and Elof | ing of Bleriot, when he crossed the | H d ih n 
shri B fengroth, Gunnar | English Channel in a plane, U S. u g 
Bjo¢ d Bay Stenberg Shortly before the Nazis came, the | 
u g ine ast Flecks had an offer to work witl e ° 

I Lo-J¢ on’s | Warne n Hollywood but refused, f lal estiva 

ited | and had to go to Dachau concentra- 
¢ SF lot i itl t10n np F) TY) vhere tney man- ! ° 
A rg handling the direc- ged to get a permit for emigrat | Paris, April 8 : 
Now in work at the. to Shanghai American entries at the Brussels 
e studio is a film version of - ‘e RT ah AE ee | June film festival include ( olums | 

Stic Trenter novel. “A Guest % bia’s “Jolson Story, “Song of the 
Cc hile Gerd Hagman and | South” (RKO), “Best Years of Our 
A { Bjioerk head the cast I renc C wire L, ty es (RKO), e earling -G ), 
oun aue {or eal ly comple tion 1s i ro Each His ‘Own (Pat = vhs rs 
Woman Without Face,” sci ch ay" by | Wonder ful Life™ . (RKO), Razor ; 
] ! r Bergman and sta ng Gunn | yy dD; S d Edge (20th , Egg and I (T ) 
Val] “Humoresque (WB), plus a_ film 
a alg IX oun from United Artists gas yet un 

\ n eve to the toreign art } ) 
SA Swe on Wive sign ma will | i hegg: : ay. 
pro e the ereen version of the Participation of I 8S. filn pro- 
Britis Vy, Lady Behave.” Studio rom ermany —_" I wie festival is sponsored 
recently wound up “Two Women.” | by the Motion Picture Assn, ‘Their 
based on the French picture, “Prison 1; 3 CoOperearem ¥8 enthusing Belgiahs. 
P Femmes.” Next on the calendar ” Ly _Berlin April S. They zre particularly heartened by 
j [he Story of Goesta Berling.” Through their German Zone pic- the forthcoming huddles of several 
whic] ay be done in color, | ture organization, the French are U. S. biggies who are coming to 
Adapted from the 1 by the late | managing to get hold of the Klang Paris to confab with Frank Mc- 
\da} a | n 1e novel by the late | Managing g sag ; ‘ ORic : nal 
Sel! Lagerlof, it was previously | sound patents. Klang was 56% | Carthy, MPAs european sonar wh 
made as a silent in 1924 by Svensk! _ r rs +2 | Elias Lapinere, RKO European flack 
Wileainduetst ed Ae-enanieiie: wna owned by Siemens Halske, eeted chief; P. G. van Hecke, director- 
as the film in which Greta Garbo liquidated, and purchase , OS. : Wer | general of the festivals, and John 
achieved her greatest Swedish suc- Klang holdings will be virtually a van Cotten, editor of the fan meg, 
ce port ing the role of Elisabeth steal at about $4,500. \¢ ine Revue. 
Dohna Only the recording system will be} ae ine ieee ae > lan! ne 

Other possibilities include a pro- used in France. There are three} 


duction of equipments now available, 


Sandrew 


“Doctor Karin I 
Bauman Film, 


sange” by 
while an un- 





disclosed Swedish producer is said Pathe and Billancourt Lauer et 
to be mulling production of “Crime | Continental) studies, thus avoiding 
in the Sun,” based on Staffan Tjer- | P@Y'"8 American royalties on the 
neld’s Swedish play. Eva Dahlbeck, | "cording. 
who starred in the play, has been Understood that the reproduction 
mentfoned for the femme lead. |; equipment is not as good as Amer!- 
“ |can makes, but it will nevertheless | 
One Finn Film in Work | be sok for appreciated currency in 


countries as Switzerland and | 


like. 


such 


Helsinki < y 
elsinki, March 25. the 


production is rela- 

with “Pikajuna 
Pohjoisee” at the Fenno-Filmi studio 
the lone picture in work. Cast in- 
cludes Ansa Ikonen, Tauno Majuri | 
and Liisa Tuomi while Roland af | 


Finnish film 


tively inactive 
American Films in Lead 
In Finnish Houses 


Helsinki, March 25. 

Hellstreom is directing. Lief Wager| Of the 173 pictures opened here 
scripted. Touted as a find, Anja|since the season started August 2, 
Kola is making her bow in this pie. | 1946, 60°; were American produc- 

Soon to roll at the Suomi Filmi |tions. There were 104 U. S. films, 22 
lot is “Hanni” with Ilmari Unho di- |from England, 14 from France, 13 
recting. Script is a comedy, based from Sweden, 11 from Russia, seven 
on the Finnish bestseller. from Finland and one each from 

Irma Seikkula and Tauno Palo |Denmark and Spain. Probably the 
top the cast. Soon to open at the |!ongest-run American picture is 
Rex theatre here is “Hedelmaton | Arabian Nights” (U) which racked 
Puu,” a romantic drama produced ,UP a 10-week record. 


by Suomen Filmiteollisuus, with di- Among the American films to! port, 
rection by Hannu Leminen. preem here since the start of 1947 | 
fare “Tonight, Every Night” (Col). 
Ricky, on Girls” (Par), “Frontier —EIRE FILM IMPORTS 
PRINCESS MELBOURNE Gal” ¢U), “Sudan” (U), “Thin Man | 
’ ’ 'Goes Home” (M-G), “Jane Eyre” | 
REVERTS T0 CARROLL (20th), “Moon is Down” (20th), | ALMOST EVEN UP. 
“Gilda” (Col), “Three Strangers” ; 
"3 , 99 : Dublin, April 2.. 
Melbourne, April 1, (WB). “Rhapsody = Blue (WB), | During the early cathe a 1946 
The Fullers have bowed out of thank Lucky Star’ (WB), “Zieg- th it ortati f films Eir 
suet fs have Gowsd & Of | teld Follies” (M-G), “Valley of De- | ‘€ importation o ms into Eire 
Princess theatre here on an agree- ee ae = ae = | waS below the 1945 level. Later 
; we Fo ; cision” (M-G), “Affairs of Susan” | 
ment with Garnet Carroll, house | (Par) and “Stolen Life” (WB) | months, however, showed an upturn | 
going back to Carroll’s sole control. : : : ‘ P and in trade statistics for the first 11 
Princess, former ace legiter, has months of 1946, just issued by the 


which | 
will soon be placed in the Gaumont, ! 


Swiss-Austrian Teapot 
Tempest Stirred by Bad 
Synch of Music Track 


Vienna, April 2. 
Furore of more then moderate 
| proportions has been stirred up with 
| charges and counter-charges flying 
| back and forth between Zurich and 
Vienna Over mixing of sound track 
on “Earth,” outdoor number shot in 
Tyrol and Vorarlberg by Tyrol Film. 
Pic hasn't been released here but 
premiered in Zurich last week. 
Squawk concerns faet that 
ecorded in Vienna under 
Schmidt-Gentner, was 
synchronized in Zurich lab so that 
serious moments in film, particularly 
Tyrolean peasant funeral 
hillbillies) calls for laughs rather 
than tears, insultf#g Austrian sensi- 
poe in Zurich premiere audience. 
} 





music, 
Willy 


Leopeld Hainisch, who directed, 
reported planning action 
Film which did 
Pic is unlikely for ex- 


Swiss Omnia 
| mixing job. 











been playing films recently because 
of dearth of stage fare. It quits pix 
for time being soon to allow “Life 
With Father” to come in via an ar- 
rangement with Whitehall Produc- 
tions. 

Reported that the Fullers will im- 
port an Italian or French opera 
troupe late this year for Aussie tour. 


London, April 8. 
“Animal Kingdom,” Playhouse. 
“Anonymous Lover,’ York's, 
“Born Yesterday,” Garrick. 
“Clutterbuck,” Wyndham. 
“Dancing Years,” Casino. 
“Eagle Two Heads,” Globe. 
“Fifty-Fifty,” Strand 
“Fools Rush In,” Fortune. 
“Here, There,” Palladium. 





Stadt Theatre Reclaimed 


Vienna. April . . . . 

Stadt theatre has been handed _auinen Pig.” Criterion. 
back to Austrian owners here. | Jane, Aldwych. 
after having served the U. S. forces | “Lady F rederick,’ Savoy. 
when called the Rex theatre. Di- | ae From Ministry,” Comedy. 
rector Rudolf Oecesterreicher and ‘No Room at Inn,” Winter Garden 
Loube plan “Three From the Dan- | “New agree Vereen. 
ube” in September as first produc- | “Pacific 1860,” Drury Lane. 
tion. “Peace to Peckham,” Princes. 


“Perchance to Dream,” Hipp. 
“Piccadilly Hayride,” Wales. 
“Power and Glory,” Fortune. 
“Romany Love,” Majestys. 
“She Wanted Cream” Apollo. 
“Shop Sly Corner,” St. Martins. 
“Song of Norway,” Palace. 
“Sweetheart Mine,” Vic Palace. 
“Sweetest and Lowest,” Ambass. 
“Truant in Parklane,” St. James. 
“Under the Counter,” Phoenix. 
“White Devil,” Dutchess. 
“White Steed,” Whitehall. 
“Winslow Boy,” Lyric. 


It is a Robert Stolz operetta. 


a 


MORE MEX, FILMHOUSES 

Mexico City. April 8. 

Construction of six cinemas inj; 

northwest Mexico is being readied | 

by Gen. Abelardo L. Rodriguez, 

President of Mexico, now governor 
of Sonora state. 


eX- 


stockholder in the 
Credito Cinematografico Mexicano, 
the recently organized $30,090,000 ! 
(Mex.) film trade financing society. | 


He is a big 


TT ead 


Current London Shows | 


Dept. of Industry and Commerce, 
total footage imported was shown 
at 6.835.906—very 
Jan.-Nov. 
6.854.614. 

Official value placed on the im- 


figure of 1945, which was 


432 in 


Wanger to Try ‘Ballad’ 


London, April 1. 
Walter Wanger is to start film 
|production in London early next 
year. 
| His first pic 





will be “The Ballad 
jand Source.’ based on Rosamund 
|Lehmann’s best seller, with Ann 
| Todd to play the part Wanger orig- 
| inally intended for Ingrid Bergman 


| ‘EAGLE’ IN LONDON SHIFT 


London, April 8. 
“The Eagle Has Two Heads” goes 


into the Globe theatre. 


from the Haymarket when “The 
Gleam” quits the former house on 
(April 12. “Gleam” ran for four 
|months. 

“Eagle” had to move out of the 
| Haymarket to make room for Noel 
‘Coward's “Present Laughter,” which | 


lis being revived. 


Pierre O’Connel, French producer 
Hotel du Nord,” “Quai des 
Brumes”’) just back from a U.S 
First snag is the local habit of 
ing much to be decided until 
the shooting stage, in which his 
idgas are similar to those expounded 
Arthur 


0.0, 
leav- 
too 


Rank, 

Second is the necéssity of 
heavily for tints, which 
still in the pioneer stage. 
self placed an order for 2,000,000} 
feet of color raw stock, and con- 
siders Eclair lab facilities sufficient 
to handle five pix at the same time, 
due to German equipment imported 
during oecupation, 

From the distribution end, he finds 
business hampered. by the mass of 


going | 
here are 
He him- | 





improperly | 


| 
(local | 


pron Bor | French pictures are exported, killing 
the | the 


little below the) 


ports was $447,176, as against $581.- | 
‘45. Returns don’t show what | 
proportion of films came from U. S. | 


moving over | 


poor product marketed at bargain | 
basement rates. This does not only 
affect domestie sales, but exports as 
well. In several countries he finds 
exhibs often refusing to book good 





| product on account of high per- 
|} centage but willing to listen to of- 
| fers of inferior films dumped at 
| 10% or 15% instead of the normal | 


|, percentage. 
| This is furthered by mass imports | 
of American indies who sell for 
whatever they can get, and reacts | 
| om American businesS as well as on | 
producers here, especially when lat- | 
| ter, intending to do tints, will have | 
to maintain prices or get in the red, 
in a swamped buyers’ market. 
Reversely, too many inferior 


chances abroad of 


worthy 
| French product. 








Launder Heading Home 
Hollywood, April 8. 

Frank Launder headed back word 
after huddles with Eagle-Lion heads | 
on editing of British pix for U. S. | 
| audiences. He discussed angles ant 
appealing to U. S. patrons with up- 
coming $3, 500, 000 budgeter, “London 
Is My Town,” and “Blue Lagoon.” 

He sails for England on the Queen 
Elizabeth later this month. 


British Film Briefs 


London, April 1. 
Antheny Bushell, ex-actor, who is 
director of Laurence Olivier play | 
producing organization, which pro- 
| duced “Born Yesterday.” will be | 
| Olivier’s production assistant on his 
“Hamlet” film ... Arthur Krim, 
prexy of American Eagle-Lion, con- 














ferred with Air Commerce Fred- 
erick West, managing director of 
British Eagle-Lion, regarding the 


Hollywood studio’s product made by | 
' 
company. | 


Brvan Foy for 
Plans were 


Krim’s 
being made for distribu- 
tion of the American 
throughout the world with 
tion of Britain, U.S.A. and 

| America, 
James M. Franey, 


excep- 
Latin 


prexy of United 


| World Pictures, Uniyersal 16m 
subsid, meeting with J. Arthur Rank 
and Ian Javal, Rank’s 16m chief, to 


complete a world-wide arrangement 
for distribution of these films . . 
Laurence Olivier, now at work on 
“Hamlet.” gained 10 pounds on his 
| Italian vacation ... Reginald Baker. 
prexy Kinematograph Renters’ So- 
ciety, goes into hogpital shortly for 
j operation . 


| their 


product | 


Argentine Legit 


Montevideo, April 1. 

Although the Diaz-Collado Co, 
was able to open without difficulty 
at the Argentino theatre in Buerios 
Aires with a Spanish-translated ver. 
sion of “Lady Windermere’s Fan,” 
Pedro Lopez Lagar has had to aban. 
don his idea of presenting Jean Pau] 
Sartre’s “Huit Clos” at the Odeon, 
due to the ruling laid down by the 
Authors-and Artists Society that al} 
national dramatic companies must 


;} open their season with an Argentine- 


authored play, 
Josefina Diaz and Manuel Collado. 


who are responsible for the Oscar 
Wilde production, were able to get 
around this rule by advertising 
their show as presented | the 
Spanish dramatic company etc? 
Lopez Lagar refused to dodge the 
new regulation by this means as he 


has recently become an Argentine 
citizen and now considers himself an 
Argentine actor and producer. Ags 
an Argentine actor he has no vay 
of avoiding the nationalist angle and 


as he found it impossible to select 
and rehearse a suitable play by a 
lofal dramatist. he has foreswi ‘the 
stage altogether and 1 devote 
himself to the films — unt better 
times. 

Another snafu raising its ugly 
head to make things difficult for the 
acting profession is the proposal by 
the Buenos Aires federal police, 
| through its bureau of identification, 
| that pseudonyms may not be used in 
Argentina by any person whatso« 
ever—either author, actor, painter, 
cartoonist, etc. This would discount 
the possibility of anyone's hiding 


real name under a eloak. 

This is believed to be a measure 
inspired by anti-Semitic members of 
the government., So far it hasn't 


gone into effect, but the mere fact 


|} that the subject has been broached 


very definitely shows which way 
nationalist wind is blowing 


the 





RADIO EIREANN DUE 


FOR BIG BUILDUP 


Dublin, April 2 
With Robert Brennan, former Irish 
Minister in Washington, back ‘to 
take over direetion of Radio Eireann 


ire’s state-controlled radio setup 
=-janeidetablle interest is being 
focused on changes which have 


; been announced recently. 


The number of players in the sta- 
'tion orchestra is being increased and 
two orchestras will be ereated. The 
appointment of musical director is 
being offered for two years at $3,200 
annually, with the conductor of the 
second orehestra at $2,800 to $3,200. 
The 5 resent musical director, Michael 
Bowles, is at present in Europe on 
a speeial*study tour, 

Provision has also been made for 
permanent producers, script writers 
and a repertory company—all new, 
‘since Radio Kireann has previously 
relied on freelance operations for 
most of its scripts,.with producers 
and players paid for each job and 
not on the regular pay-roll. 

Work is being-speeded up on a 
|ghortwave station, to be directed by 
Charles E. Kelly, and it is believed 
a bigger effort will be made to en- 
eourage sponsored programs—cur- 
rently tolerated rather than encour- 
aged—to help bear the added cost. 





Korda’s Paris Search 
Paris, April 8. 
Vincent Korda spent two days 
here huddling with Fred Hotchkiss 
‘of the Western Electric Co. regard: 
ing equipment requirements. He 
subbed for his brother, $ir Alexan- 
|dex Korda, who was detained in 
| London. 


Hotchkiss stays a week here then 
goes to Holland, where he'll survey 
the equipment market. 








TORONTO MAY LEVY 2c TAX 


Toronto, April 8 

Levy of a 2c per ticket cily 
amusement tax would provide ap- 
proximately $1,000,000 for public re- 
lief and hospitalization costs in 
Toronto, accordmg to Mayor Robert 
Saunders, who has submitted this 
| proposal to the Ontario legislature. 
'He asks for authority to impose this 
tax on film and legit house admis- 
sions, niteries and dance spots and 
all professional sports. 


Meanwhile, Ontario’s amusement- 
seekers are paying the Feceral gov- 


ernment 204 tax on tickets. 
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South America, Caribbean Pix Houses 
In Sharp Increase Despite War Years 


Washington, April 8. 

The war years saw a substantial 
increase in the number of filmhouses 
and in seating capacity throughout 
Latin America and the Caribbean 
area, Nathan D. Golden, motion pic- 
ture consultant for the Dept. of 
Commerce, said today (8). 

All of this promises a growing 
market for Hollywood films in the 
Latin countries, Golden pointed out. 
“On January 1, 1947,” he said, “there 
were approximately 6,331 motion 
picture theatre sin the 21 countries 
of Central and South America, with 
a total seating capacity for 4,398,321 
persons This may be compared with 
the figures pertaining to January 1, 
1940, when there were 4,786 theatres 
in operation. (Figures of the number 
of seats in the earlier survey are not 
available, but there were probably 
one-third less than at present.) 

“This increase of 1,545 theatres for 
these two regions during the war 
years, when construction of new 
theatres was retarded by material 
shortages, assuredly augurs well for 
new theatre construction in all mar- 
kets below the Rio Grande when 
materials for such construction be- 
come really plentiful. It must be 
borne in mind, of course, that be- 
cause of the cited shortages, many 
theatres have put off remodeling un- 
til a freer flow of materials is in 
evidence. 

“The important countries of Cen- 
tral and South America in which 
new theatres have been built and 
the number increased during this 
period are: Mexico 540; Argentina 
$39: Brazil 190; Colombia 156; Ven- 


ezuela 164; Chile 49; Costa Rica 31; | 


and Ecuador 34. 

“In the Caribbean area as of Jan- 
uary 1, 1947, we found that there are 
659 picture theatres with a total 
seating capacity of 379,143 persons. 
This is an increase of 150 theatres 
during the past seven years for this 
area—Cuba accounting for 110 of the 
theatres in this increase. 

“The broad situation disclosed by 
such statistics may justly be called 
encouraging. Markets for United 
States films are plainly becoming 
larger. More, equipment will be de- 
manded. Receptivity to American 
goods of every sort should be appre- 
ciably stimulated.” 

Biggest Latin exhibition nation 
now is Mexico whose 1,369 theatres 
have 1,204,525 seats. Brazil's 1,490 
theatres have 936,000 seats; and Ar- 
gentina’s 1,547 theatres (the most for 
any Latin-American country) have 
872,000 seats. 


FRENCH UNION HEAD 
OKAYS PIX COMBINE 


Paris, April 8. 

Andre de Fontaine, head of the 
new government-promoted Union 
General Cinematographique, stated 
last week that he would be willing 
to cooperate with Edmund Corrig- 
lion-Molinier, Gaumont veepee over 
production, who recently started a 
concerted effort to group all French 
film production into one organiza- 
tion. 

De Fontaine implied that eventu- 
ally he anticipated the nationalized 
segment of the industry would re- 
vert to private hands. . However, 
should French Gaumont and its as- 
Ssociates get preferential treatment 
by gainigg some 42 choice houses 
throughout France which are 99% 
controlled by the UGC, it's figured 
that problems of American distribu- 
tors would be further complicated. 


Lober in Paris to Spell 
Lewis for Loew’s Int'l 


; Paris, April 1. 
Louis Lober, one of associate di- 
rectors for Loew's International in 
Europe, has arrived here to relieve 
David Lewis, company's other as- 
— director for European terri- 
day in London, prior to leaving for 


the U.S. is goin o home- 
office in uy! g back t 
w’s International no longer 
; regional headquarters here 
since the war, company figuring 
pean market is so close that it 
and operated from N.Y. Lober 
both Lewis split operational duties, 
F: headquarting in N.Y., but 
managing their time so that at least 








She is here or elsewhere in the Eu- | 


Topean territory 


. while the other is 
back in the U. S. 








om of Time is preparing to re- 
Se its issues in Germany. Product 


bed j for the Reich would be dub- 
iM Paris, 


le 





,' 
bf 


Burger, New Loew’s Int'l 


Sales Chief, To Africa 


Samuel N. Burger, who recently 
was appointed sales manager for 
Loew’s International, has arrived in 
Johannesburg, South Africa, on the 
first leg of his initial 
since elevated to this post. He left 
N.Y. March 18, and is being accom- 
panied by Charles Goldsmith, com- 
pany’s homeoffice co-ordinator f 
the British Empire. 

Burger, who for years was home- 
office rep for Loew’s foreign de- 
partment concerned chiefly wit! 
new theatre operations, likely will 
visit India before returning to the 
US. 

It’s doubtful if he will go to Paris 
to see Arthur Loew, head of Loew’s 
International, because the prexy is 
due to head back to America about 
the middle of this month. Loew is 
scheduled to arrive in N.Y. April 18. 
Prior to going to Paris, Loew was in 
England for about three weeks, and 
attended the preem of “Other Love” 
in London. 


Crosby Song Intro 
For Filipino Pic 


Manila, March 28. 

Bing Crosby will intro the local 
film production, “End of the Road,” 
based on the life of Capt. Manuel 
Colayco, one of the heroes of the 
Philippine underground resistance. 
It was Colayco who led the U. S. 
First Cavalry up to the gates of Santo 
Tomas internment camp, where a 
Jap sniper killed him. The Japs held 
American prisoners of war in this 
camp during the occupation. 

Crosby has consented to’ sing the 
Ateneo de Manila college song, “Blue 
Eagle,” as an introduction to the 
picture, and will probably say a few 
words in reference both to the pro- 
duction and the college. The song 
was airmailed to the screen singer 
early this month. 


MPEA PARIS MEETING 








INSTEAD OF BERLIN 


Paris, April 8. 

Motion Picture Export Assn. con- 
ference, previously scheduled for 
Berlin to discuss MPEA territories 
and British American zone merger, 
was held in Paris yesterday (7). 
Conference was attended by Irving 
Maas, Robert Vining, Frank Mac- 
Carthy, Fayette Allport, Arthur 
Loew and Joe Seidelman, 

Vining and Maas are going to Ber- 
lin for a visit. Maas will make a 





|Dutch-American Astor 
| Hague and heads back for the U. S. 
MacCarthy planes to Geneva | 
today (8). 


‘Pick-Up Girl’ Signed For 


Lewis, who will spend one | 


| Maas, veepee 


continental trip with one-week stop- 
over in Berlin, Prague and Amster- 
dam. He will attend opening of the 
theatre in 


May 1. 





Five Countries by Hylton 
London. April 1. 


Tom Arnold has informed au- 
thoress Elsa Shelley that her play, 
“Pick-Up Girl,” is doing capacity 


ing held for two weeks in each 
town. 
spite biz being off generally as com- 
pared to wartime period. Show ts 


to play return dates on entire Moss 





| 


| Empires circuit, starting June 23 at | 


|the Empire theatre, Sheffield. Ar- 
inold also is arranging for 
opening shortly. 

Jack Hylton has signed contracts 
for production of “Pick-Up Girl” in 


| Australia, South Africa, Sweuen, | 
Denmark and Finland. In Italy, | 
where show is now touring, prior | 


to opening in Rome. it is playing to 
capacity with Ruggero Ruggeri and 
| Laura Adani as the stars. Miss Shel- 
| ley’s new play will be titled “Un- 
| der a Fool's Cap” with cast to be 
headed by Sidney Blackmer. 





Maas, Allport to Berlin 
Paris, April 8 


assignment | 


‘Touchard Appt 


. Honest Count 

Metro International has dis- 
covered the perfect exhibitor- 
distributor relationship, which 
involves no problems of check- 
ing, no refunds or passout, No- 
body even asks for a pass to the 
theatre. And, since it’s a 16m 
operation, it's also perfect in 
that there’s no change of conflict 
with any 35m account. 

The Utopia? It’s the Central 
Prison in Pretoria, South Africa, 
with which Metro has just signed 
a contract for its total release 
slate of 16m product—and at the 
usual rentals. 





U.S. Pix Get Sharp Shears 


From Scandinavians 


Copenhagen, March 25. 

The way the censors 
“The Killers,” Universal release, 
points up again how severe Scan- 
dinavian censorial bodies are on 
gangster and horror pictures 
with the shears cut so deeply into 
the boxing scene and final shooting 
sequence that the entire effect of 
the production was marred. New 
setup here is that film censors in 
Denmark, Sweden, Norway and Fin- 
land work hand-in-hand, exchang- 
ing ngtes and comments on all films 


scissored 











Seen As Lift To 
Paris Comedie | 


Paris, April 8. 





Scandinavian censoring groups.ap- 
parently are out to slash all gang- 
ster pictures ruthlessly, while hor- 
ror films in the main will be banned. 





expected to gain a new lease on life Only encouraging sign fact that 
with last week's appointment of! newspapers are lambasting the cen- 
Pierre-Aime Touchard as its admin- | sors, claiming tt 
istrator. Inspector general of thea- | like infants. 
tres in the Ministry of Arts and Let- 

ters, he will draw up plans for 1947- 


it Rerun se ses AF ioa Market 
On Pix Upbeat 


Long noted as the House of 
Moliere, the Comedie Francaise has 
been slipping since the liberation. 
Cape Town, March 25. 
South Africa is rapidly develop- 
ing into an important market, in 


is 





Aubey’s departure further disturbed 
a condition which was especially 
bad due to the loss of experienced 
personnel to film companies and 
private theatrical producers. 
Pierre Bourdan, Minister of Arts 


Lads j 


Threatened witb disorganization | Censors also have indicated they 
since the resignation of dramatist | will prune pictures with a politico 
Andre Aubey as its head some two| background. Tough attitude, of | 
months ago, Comedie Francaise is | course, will hit U. S. films hardest. 


rat they treat people | 


and Letters, who placed Touchard in 
the new post, said that, if necessary, 
laws would be altered to enable the 
theatre to regain its prominence as 
in prewar times. Bourdan intimated 
that actors’ salaries would be given a 
boost, thus solving one of the major 
stumbling blocks to achieving amity 


the opinion of U. S. distribution of- 
ficials who have visited here re- 
cently. These American film exec- 
utives are watching developments 
Surrounding J. Arthur Rank’s 
entrance into this field to see if it 
will cut into their playing time. Most, 
of them believe the payoff will be 
largely which films attract the most 


{ 
biz in the provinces, where it's be- | Situation is seen as adding up to|Miniver” (M-G), “Bambi” (RKO) 


It's making this record de-| 


Paris | 


in the Comedie's personnel patrons, and that U. S. pictures will 


do okay. 

The Rank buy into the Sehlesinger 
operating circuit subsidiary means 
that the top British film official now 
has a finger im the biggest opera- 
tion in South Africa. The I. 
Schlesinger empire is a_ well-oper- 
ated organization that controls 128 





Wartime Honeymoon For 
Mexico City Nightclubs 


Over; Fewer Tourists 





much less coin to spend. Slump is 
so bad that one leading local night 
spot for which nightly grosses of 
$10,000 were not uncommon, now has 
dropped to as low as $100 per night. 
This is a reflection of the general 
trend, even chronic spenders spend- 
ing much less. 


offer a potential field with an ap- 
proximate 9,000,000 native popula- 
tion. Films used there are both 
dubbed and superimposed titles. 


PIX SRO IN DENMARK 





W.} 


Universal's Paris Huddles Shape 
Strong Europe, 


Africa Sales Polic 


Paris, April 8. 
Universal's continental and North 
African progress, induced by the 
aggressive sales policy of its con- 
tinental supervisor Harry Novak, 
was further pointed up last week by 
a five-day sales convention which 





teed off March 31 and ended with a 
| farewell luncheon = Saturday (5). 
{Some 30 reps of its foreign staff 
attended the conclave including 
overseas prexy Joe Seidelman, 
veepee Al Daff, publicity chief 
Fortunate Baronat and l6ém_ head 
Harold Sugarman 

Meet discussed moving up film re- 
leases on the continent afte i1iS- 
tribution of product in Ame i 
| Company also plans to embark upon 
'a drive to push its 16m features and 
will especially promote a circulating 
film library of nine and 16m gauge 


pix of its subsidiaries, United World 


and Carsal. Selection of individual 
territories to be hit by releases was 
facilitated at the conference’ by 
screening of the company’s “Egg and 
I” as well as nine others including 
Paul Graetz’s local made “Diable 
|Eau Corps,” which stars Micheline 
|Presles, and which was favorably 
| received 


| Seidelman, through with his Euro- 
pean junket, leaves for London next 
Monday (14) and returns to the 
homeoffice aboard the Queen Eliza- 
beth. Daff left for London yester- 
day (Monday) and expects to fly to 
jthe U. S., April 25. Sugarman ex- 
pects to remain for several more 
weeks here. Baronat, who goes to 
|London for two weeks there, also 
; will leave for the U. S. He stated 
that the poster artists of Italy and 
|France top the work of Americans 
| but pointed out that their exploita- 
ition is bad. 


‘OTHER LOVE’ SCORES 
ON LONDON PREEM 


April 8. 
“The Other Love,” Enterprise 

| Productions film, overcame Holy 

| Week slump in its first seven days 





London, 


| at the Empire theatre here to hang 
| up a new high for this time of the 
| year. 

First week's business beat every- 


thing for the last 12 months except- 





Mexico City, April 1. ; ing “Stairway to Heaven.” a Brit- 
4 : | theatres plus 21 tea-rooms showing ish-mad and “Easy T “ety* 
The honeymoon of lush wartime! pip ; IWs a made, anc “asy To Wed. 
| pictures. “IWS. also books 244! parbara Stanwyck and Robert Tay- 
spending that brought Mexico her| independent theatres. Only about , ‘ ee oe Ben 
“ae elle lor, who came here for the preem, 
greatest prosperity is over for the | oe indies are not booked bY! returned to N.Y. last week on the 
nightclubs. These spots here are} ~* —_ | America. 
admittedly on the decline, being! Outside of the South African | : - 
ascribed to «fewer customers and| Union, Belgian and French Congo,| Miss Stanwyck, who is the femme 


deprived of films during the war,| star of the film, and Taylor arrived 


in N.Y. last Friday (4). 





Huddles “Other Love” 

Bill Blowitz, Enterprise Produc- 
tions publicity director, was in N. Y. 
last Week for confabs with Loew’s 
International and United Artists on 





Another factor is that there are 
fewer big spending tourists, espe- 
ially -ricans. xplained by the 
-~- eggetassew ron ‘that “com- Copenhagen, March .25. | 
petition from Florida, particulariy Despite the printers strike that | 
Miami, and Canada has become seri-| started more than three weeks ago 
ous. It reported that more and more} .ng severe Danish winter 


DESPITE STRIKES, COLD 








2 ; - weather, 
Americans prefer Florida and Can- | : ial tir , ‘ati 
ada to Mexico because of heavy ad- waren ~ sor ev 4 nah 
vertising both do. Cited that Mex-| C@P@e'ty crowds in most spots. } 


| Strike halted all newspapers except 


ico, thinking that this lush trade , Rae es cane | 
would last forever, did nothing to | two Communistic publications. New | 
keep it and became even indifferent ! films, shown sans publicity, ads o1 | 
to it. Open hostility of some natives | notices, still are playing to sold-out 
to U. S. visitors persists despite the | OUS€S- 

|cordiality cemented by President; Big pictures doing well include 

| Truman during his recent brief visit. “Saratoga Trunk” (¢WB), “Mrs 


‘less work down here for American: “Killers” (U) and “Song to Remem- | 
|performers, most of whom usually | ber” (Col.). Now that milder weath- | 


| double in nightclubs with vaude-|er has arrived and the strike is ex- | 


|revue theatre dates. Though nitery | pected to end in a few days, distrib- 


operators are still keen for really|Utors are pondering what will hap- 
| 
|ineluding talent. Huddles by top-| 
*,* Lik ‘Ki d 9 
British Like ‘Kingdom’ 


good talent to draw trade, dwind-| Pen to current hits. 
drawer impressarios recently sought 
| French Gaumont, 
Londen, April 8. 





ling biz is trimming all departments, | = 
essarios re French Film Producers 
a solution 0 1e problem. 4 
| Due for American 0.0. 


| 
i 





Pierre Salard, general manager for 
and Alain 


Poire, 


Revival of Philip Barry’s uppe | head of distribution. will visit the 
eviva ) ys a ; 

| Animal Kingdom” at the Playhouse | U. S. during the summer on a pro- 
last Wednesday (2) was splendidly | jected tour of American studios. 


The Gaumont officials will also eye! 
Yank distribution methods since 
their company runs exchanges in 


received by a capacity house which 
included U. S. Ambassador Lewis 
Douglas, who made his first public 





~ Pic. | success is seen for the show despite 
Fayette W. Allport, Motion Pic- | 


‘ture Assn.’s London rep, and Irving | 
and general manager | 
lof the Motion Picture Export Assn., 


i rday 9) | previously toured the provinces. 
jare going to Berlin Saturday (12). | previously t Ik 


appearance at the preem. Medium | France, North Africa and elsewhere. 


With Gaumont currently planning 


the poor location of the theatre. 10-15 pix for the year in the old | 
Presented by Stephen Mitchell} Paramount studios and on other lots! 
and Emile Littler, “Kingdom” had|in France, U. S. production tech- 


nique will be studied intensively. 


publicity plans for “The Other 
Love,” EP pic which preemed in 
London recently. 

Loew's International is handling 
the film overseas and UA in the 
U.S. and Canada. 


Tamara Toumanova Wins 
Paris in ‘Giselle’: To Tour 


Paris, April 8. 

Tamara Toumanova made her de- 
but last Wednesday (2) at the Opera 
in “Giselle.” . With many notables 
in the audience, including President 
Vincent Auriol, her bow was 
marked by a terrific reception and 
the show was repeatedly stopped 
by endless curtain calls. 

Following her performance Miss 
Toumanova was asked to come to 
the office of Georges Hirsch, head 
of national theatres, where she re- 
ceived the official thanks of Pierre 
Bourdan, Minister of Fine Arts, fer 
the international boost she gave to 
French showbiz. Scheduled tours 
abroad, beginning in Copenhagen, 
are seen justified in view of 
Giselle’s” fine reception. 

The wife of U.S. film producer- 
writer Casey Robinson, Miss Touma- 
nova is the first non-French balle- 
rina to appear here in some time. 
She was a protege of Paviowa and 
appeared as ballerina with the Ba!- 
let Russe de Monte Carlo at the age 
of 16. Four years ago she made her 
screen debut in “Days Of Glory” 
for RKO 








British Player for Aussie Pic 
Sydney, April 3. 
Gordon Jackson, Ealing player, 
comes here to play in “Eureka 
Stockade” for Harry Watt. 
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Dark Delusion 


Metro release of Carey Wilson production, 
Btars Lionel Barrymore, James Craig, 
Lucille Bremer; teatures Jayne Meadows, 
Warner Anderson, Henry Stephenson, Alma 
Kruger, Keyve Luke, Art Baker, Lester 
Matthews Directed by’ Willis Goldbeck. 


OfFiginal screenplay, Jack Andrews, Harry 
Ruskin; camera Charles Rosher; music 
score, David Snell: editor, Gene Ruggiero. 
Tradeshown at Los Angeles, April 4, ‘47. 


Running time, 90 MINS, 
i 


e* @ o 
Miniature Reviews 

“Dark Delusion” (M-G). Last 
of “Dr. Gillepsie” series should 
garner better than fair returns 
in all situations. . 

“Yankee Fakir” (Rep). Rou- 
tine comedy mystery for dualer 
situations. 

“The Man Within” ‘(GFD) 
(color). Michael Redgrave 
starred in British-made .meller; 
some chance in U. S. 

“That’s My Man” (Rep). Rich- 
ly dressed Frank Borzage film 
around racetrack theme slowly 





yy. Leonard Gillespie.....Lienel Barrymore 
Dr. Tommy Coualt............-James Craig 
Cynthia Grace........ceeeees Lucille Bremer 
Mira, SetRiG .ocec cede cece vied jayne Meadows 
Teddy Selkirk... ..seeee0. Warner Anderson 
Dr. Evans Biddle........ Henry Stephenson 
Molly Byrd. .....-ccccsosetees Alma Kruger 
De. Lee... : ererrTe kts Keye Luke 
Dr. Sanford Burson..............Art Baker 
Wyndham Grace ...+- Lester Matthews 
Sally ; ..+-..Marie Blake 
Gin Rummy Player. vcccccescese Ben Lessy 
Bling BROWIMNG «oc ccc cheeses Geraldine Wall | 
Nurse Parke wees Nell Craig | 
Conover ewe eee .. George Reed } 
Nurse Workman Mary Currier | 


It'll be ladies’ night at the local 
cinema stands when this _ last in 
Metro’s “Dr. Gillespie” (nee “Dr. Kil- 


dare”) series opens, with a plot 
heavily angled for femme tastes 
along the popular “psychological” 
story lines. “Dark Delusion” also 
marks the emergence of Lucille 
Bremer as a full-blown serious ac- 
tress, steering her away from the 


musical fluff stuff and into a part 
that will heavily enhance her value 
as a screen property. 

Despite the boxoffice value of the ! 
“Doctor” series, already established, 
Metro has indicated it will end it all 
on this film, which should bring 
better than fair returns in all situa- 


paced; fair b.o. outlook. 

“The Bellman” (French). 
Meller looks sock for arty U. S. 
theatres. 

“Violence” (Mono). Melodra- 
matic story of undercover pres- 
sure groups with good chances in 
the Monogram market. 

“Three On a Ticket” (PRC). 
Another Miehael Shayne who- 
dunit with good interest for sup- 
porting market. 

“Shoot te Kill” (SG). Good 
melodrama for the supporting 
market. 





cinema 


The Man Within 
(Color) 
(BRITISH-MADE) 
London, April 2. 








tions, and particularly in the nabes. 
Emphasis has been segued, naturally, | 
fyuom the “Kildare” part formerly 
played by Lew Ayres, to the “Gil- 
lespie”’ role filled by Lionel Barry- 
more. In “Dark Delusion” James 
Craig plays the young doctor foil for 
Barrymore, and is excellent in his 
first film since receiving a service 
discharge. 

A blunt young M.D., Craig is 
farmed out from the hospital to take 
over a rich private practice tempo- 
marily. While there he’s called to co- 
sign an order sending Miss Bremer, 
daughter of a wealthy father, to the 
insane asylum. Convinced that she’s 
all right, Craig pleads for another 
chance for her and is almost success- 
ful, when circumstances convince the 
others she’s really gone. Craig takes 
her away against the family’s wishes, 
finds out what’s wrong through 
narco-synthesis, operates on a blood 
clot, and everything turns out okay 
for everyone. There’s a sub-plot con- 
cerning heart disease inter-twined 
skillfully, showing how it’s possible 
to recover from heart ailments, con- 
trary to popular belief. 

All the standard characters of the 
old “Kildare” series, excluding Ayres 
and Nat Pendleton, hold up well in 
their usual roles, with Barrymore 
topping. As the crusty, but soft- 
hearted “Dr. Gillespie” he’ll register 
well with all auds. Miss Bremer, as 
tie psychopath, comes up with the 
juiciest part in her film career and 
interprets solidly. Femme’s a looker 
in black-and-white as well as color. 
Rroduction-wise, Carey Wilson bows 
out on a high note, while Charles 
Rosher’s camera work and Willis 
Goldbeck’s direction add nice snap. 


Yankee Fakir 
(ONE SONG) 


Republic release of W. Lee Wilder produc- 


tion, directed by Wilder. Stars Douglas 
Fowley. Joan Woodbury, Clem Bevans; 
features Ransom Sherman, Screenplay, 
Richard 8S, Conway frem story by Mindret 
Lerd; song. J. Russel Robinson, Alexander | 
Laszlo; camera, Robert W. Pittack; editor, 
Joseph 6b. Caplan. ‘Tradeshown, N, a 
April 2, ‘47. Running time, 67 MINS, 
BOMNee WawilSiicweciccscsccs Douglas Fowley 
py ee” ee erry re ree Joan’ Woodbury 
Shagsy Hartlem ..........¢00:. Clem Bevans 
Professor ,.Newton........ Ransom Sherman 
EP: FC A Sree Frank Reicher 
ED Seas & bab we eked eee cee Mare Lawrence 
og. SSA reer eee Walter Soderling 
Sete WOE 0.00 09'c4 80806 06a ee Eula Guy 
ares Forrest Taylor 
CaS 6 94h 4i6¢ekdaesene wen Elinor Appleton 
Walker Peter Michael 
Scrubwoman..cceccccccce Elspeth Dudgeon 
J 2 ee Perr rer Ernest Adams 
Tommy .-++..Tommy Bernard 


Modest budgeted comedy mystery, 
“Yankee Fakir” will serve as lower- 
case fare for dualer situations. Film 
mismanages use of its central char- 
acter, a snake-oil pitchman, with his 
natural colorful possibilities and gets 
derailed instead into a bog of who- 
dunit cliches. General production 
values are par with the mediocre 
scripting with nothing special to 
commend in either its thesping, di- 
rection or camera work. : 

Yarn revolves around Douglas 
Fowley, an itinerant salesman, who 
wanders into a western town around 
the turn of the century and falls for 
the daughter of the sheriff. After 
latter is killed by a gang of smugglers, 
Fowley sets about tracking down the 
varmints through a _ complicated 
series of ruses that fill the footage, 
but have no relationship to the crime. 
Expose of the varmints in the end 
takes place when a local youngster 
simply identifies the killer and his 


boss who happens to be the town | 


banker. 

Fowley is adequate in the central 
role and gets okay comedy support 
from Ransom Sherman, his assistant 
in the pitchman routines. ‘Clem 
Bevans, as a vagrant posing as a 
millionaire, also registers with a 
competent performance while Joan 
Woodbury, as the heart interest, is a 
nice looker, but not given much to 


do. Rest of the cast in stock parts do | 


okay. Incidental song, “Caught Like 
a Rat in a Trap,” is straight corn. 
Herm. 


Andrews.... 


General Film Distributors’ release of 
Sydney Box production, Stars Michael 
Redgrave Je Kent, Joan Greenwood, 
Richard Attenborough, Directed by Bern- 
ul Knowles Screenplay, Muriel and 
Sydney Box from novel by Graham Greene; 
camera, Geoffrey Unsworth. At Odeon 
theatre, London. Running time, 86 MINS, 
Carviyio®. i¢ctisescasene? Michael Redgrave 
Ti acn bh 6b 6 ObROES 6 oc He Cae bbeN ED Jean Kent 
TEUISEDOCR. 0c sc covcccesiictes Joan Greenwood 






.-Richard Attenborough 


...-Francis L. Sullivan 


MCL. «5 dod che red adgesias dats Felix Aylmer 
Cockney TRAST «6 .ciccedtecee Ronald Shiner 
Sir Henry Merriman.......... Basil Sydney 
Sg PONT ETT EET Pere Te Ernest Thesiger 
SARE oo so vivcipeticvcteccéees sc: en Jeayes 
Prison Interrogator. .....+.. Ralph Truman 
Dr. Stanton..... eCeesccecevess David Horne 
ee era rrr rere George Merritt 





First Technicolor picture to be 
made .at Shepherd’s Bush studios, 
and first one to come from Sydney 
Box since he took over Gainsborough 
production, this adaptation of Gra- 
'ham Greene’s novel has much to 
commend it. Most glaring fault is 
| amount of talk used. This is irritat- 
|ing when characters on the screen 
| go through lip movements to accom- 
|paniment of running commentary. 
; So much that should be acted is de- 
scribed, thus detracting from the ex- 
citement and suspense. Holds some 
promise for the U. S. market. 

Story is told in flashback while 
Richard Attenborough is undergoing 
torture in prison. He relates how, as 
an orphan, he becomes the ward of 
Michael Redgrave, goes to sea with 
him and his crew of smugglers and 
is sharply disciplined because he is a 
poor sailor. He loathes the life and 
when he is flogged for an.offense he 
did not commit, his love and admira- 
{tion for his guardian turn to hate. 
He takes vengeance by giving him 
;away to the customs men. In the 
ensuing fight one of the customs men 

is killed and several smugglers are 

arrested. 

Attenborough flees, taking refuge 
{in a lonely cottage the boy meets 
the step-daughter of the murdered 
inan who approves his treachery and 
incites him to give evidence against 
his former shipmates. At the assizes 
he is suborned by the Crown At- 














"| torney’s mistress, Jean Kent, with 


the promise of a love affair if he 
testifies against his guardian. He 
gives evidence against the sailors, but 
at the last moment he refuses to 
identify Redgrave as leader of the 
smugglers, 

End of story is a trifle untidy but 
leaves one to assume that Atten- 
borough goes io a happy life, while 
Redgrave remains in jail. 

Most mature performance comes 
from Redgrave who plays the gentle- 
man-smuggler with a sure touch. 
Attenborough, as the coward, who 
finds courage, has his moments, but 
Joan Greenwood, a promising Rank 
starlet, is somewhat handicapped by 
;a slow genuine Sussex dialect as At- 
| tenborough’s real love. Jearr Kent is 
alarmingly modern as an 1820 vamp. 

Redgrave and Sydney Box are 
good marquee names here. But it 
might be well to hold up this picture 
in U. S. until release of “The Secret 
Behind the Door,” Fritz Lang film, 
in which Redgrave is co-starring 
with Joan Bennett. Cane. 


That's My Man 


Republic release of Frank Borzage pro- 
duction, directed by Borzage. Stars Don 
Ameche, Catherine McLeod; features Roscoe 
Karns, John Ridgely, Kitty Irish, Joe Fris- 
Joe Hernandez, Screenplay, Steve 





co 





Fisher, Bradley King: camera, Tony Gau- 
dio: editor, Richard lL. Van Enger; score, 
Wane Salter. Tradeshown N. Y., April 3, 
‘47. Running time, 104 MINS, 
er hry ere ..Don Amech® 
OTT rere Catherine McLeod 
Toby Gleeton s*teecesss. Roscoe Karns 
ee, APR ee reer ee John Ridgely 
| Kitty... hace tc.asnecehatsdesebeee. see 
Willie Wagonstatter.........46...6 Joe Frisco 
| Richard ode dttas Ce scdavs Gregory Marshall 
tM ed G5 02060 eehavesseinn Dorothy Adams 
SOG «60 0 8000 0660s 0008 Frankie Darro 
Sam... - esoesse+- Hampton J. Scott 
S MOCTOCAIG Ss oo 0 0 00086 eas weeeee JOHN Miljan 
| DEL 6 n4004chtseees William B. Davidson 
Race Track Announcer. .. Joe Tlernandez 





“That's My Man,” Frank Borzage’s 
second top money opus under Repub- | 
| lic’s banner, will pass muster at the | 
| boxoffice through proper exploitation | 


of its genic, gi and Don 
Ameche's. name. Film, however, is 
an overlong saccharine nugget with 
slow pace, often lacking credibility. 
Only portions of the fiilm that gen- 
erate any interest or excitement are 
firstrate racetrack sequences, but 
these are brief and buried in the sur- 
rounding sentimental stuffing. Judi- 
cious snipping of about 15 minutes 
running time could sharpen this pic's 
appeal. 

In tracing the rise and fall of a 
gambler, screenplay leans heavily 
upon a familiar pattern without add- 
ing any new embroidery to hide the 
basic triteness. Borzage’s direction, 
instead of contending with this type 
of script with a tight, positive hand, 
tends to be diffuse and leisurely, add- 
ing to the overall prosaic quality of 
the film, 


Yarn concerns Ameche’s_ conflict, 
as the gambler, between his fascina- 
tion for the pari-mutuel odds and the 
rolling dice and his marital duties as 
husband and father. After nursing a 
scrawny colt into a wonder bangtail 
and parlaying his bets into a bigtime 
bankroll, Ameche hits a snag with 
his wife whom he persistently neg- 
lects for other pursuits. Filnr bela- 
bors two old chestnuts in epitomizing 
this neglect; Ameche’s card-playing 
on the night his wife has a baby and, 
later on, his truancy from a family 
Christmas eve party. 


Following the pat formula, 
Ameche’s gambling luck takes a nose- 
dive after the family splitup and his 
fortune is reduced to the ownership 
of his champion horse, Gallant Man, 
who finally is taken out of retirement 
to recoup the family losses and patch 
up the domestic breach. All the tear- 
jerking stops are pulled during the 
film including Ameche’s choked-up 
recitation of a poem to his child who 
is hovering between life and death. 
But the hoke is so transparent that 
the emotional effect is entirely lost. 

Ameche, handicapped throughout 
by the faulty script, walks .through 
his paces in routine style, his own 
efforts adding nothing to the per- 
suasiveness and motivation of the 
pic’s key role. Catherine McLeod, as 
the over-loving wife, does nicely in a 
subordinated part that requires little 
thespic range. Vet trouper Roscoe 
Karns, as the family friend, registers 
effectively but his comedy lines are 
weak. Rest of the cast, including the 
horse, does okay. 


Production is dressed in lavish 
style with richly draped interiors and 
realistic racetrack shots. Camera 
work is excellent but inferior edit- 
ing has resulted in a film that is, at 
the same time, too long and too 
abrupt in its transitions. Background 
music is competently scored. 

Herm. 





The Bellman 


(Sortileges) 

(FRENCH-MADE) 
Mage Films release of Moulin D'Or pro- 
duction. Stars Lucien Coedel; features Fer- 
nand Ledoux, Renee Faure. Directed by 
Christian Jaques. Sereenplay by Jacques 
Prevert from Claude Boncompain’s nevel, 
“Horseman of Riovelare’’; camera, Louis 


Page. At Studio 65, N. Y., starting April 5, 
°47. Running time, 95 MINS, 

ye Peay rr Lucien Coedel 
PUNE. 2 <0 Dh atddc shoe Ciases Fernand Ledoux 
CUCROTERG. cvvcccvsesesccecisces. Renee Faure 
Marthe................-Madeleine Robinson 
yy See hee eee ie Roger Pigaut 
Commandant of Gendarmes.Georges Tourrell 
yy Oe gt errr ri rere. ee Sinoel 
The Village Outsider........... Pierre Labry 





(In French; English Titles) 

This French horror meller carries 
such a wallop that it easily rates as 
the strongest French-made picture to 
preem in the U. S. since the war. 
Made in 1945, “The Bellman” is rem- 
iniscent of those productions from 
France that attracted record crowds 
at arty N. Y. houses pre-war. Film 
seems certain of big biz at arty the- 
atres in America, and should be okay 
in certain general houses. One thing 
that might help its boxoffice poten- 
tial would be a new title to get across 
the horror, melodramatic § angle, 
which also should be stressed in 
bally. 

Claude Boncompain’s story is about 
a bellman whose job is to sound a 
bell high in the French Alps and 
thereby assist travelers from becom- 
ing lost. The closeup of this fan- 
atical character, Lucien Coedel, in- 
corporates the cruelty of the man, 
his half-belief in witchcraft and a 
new-born yearning for mohey so he 
can get away from his isolated post. 
But it’s the combination of Jacques 
Prevert’s skillful adaptation of the 
original and Christian Jacques’ 
smooth, smart direction that height- 
ens all suspenseful moments. Work 
of this team plus remarkably strong 
camera work by Louis Page, especial- 
ly the scenes in snow-swept high 
mountains, increase the potency of 
the more vivid passages. 

Casual slaying of a wealthy horse 
trader, who’s lost his way in the 
mountains, starts off the well-paced 
plot. Fernand Ledoux is the slightly 
demented father whose interest in 
his daughter’s recovery from a long 
illness brings him into the grasp of 
the murderous Bellman. Fact that 
his Fabret character wanders from 
normalcy into insane moments makes 
him an easy dupe for the brutal Bell- 
man. There's also a valuable trained 
horse who escapes the same fate as 
the horse trader and finally leads the 
gendarmes to uncover the crime. 





Besides Coedel’s magnificent por- 
trayal and the fine characterization 
by Ledoux, Roger Pigaut also rates 
star billing. He’s the romantic lead 





* 

‘This Happy Breed’ 

An adaptation of the Noel 
Coward London legit hit of the 
same title, “This Happy Breed,” 
produced by Coward in Techni- 
color under Cineguild (Rank) 
auspices, opens at the Little 
Carnegie theatre (N. ¥.), Satur- 
day (12), via Prestige Pictures 
(Universal) distribution. The 
film was directed by David Lean, 
starring Celia Johnson (of 
“Brief Encounter”) along with 
Robert Newton and John Mills. 

Reviewed in London June 7, 
44, Variety’s Jolo thought 
“Breed” would have to depend 
on the Coward name for its 
drawing power with American 
audiences. While praising the 
directorial finesse and fine per- 
formances, the weakness of the 
film, Jolo—the Joshua Lowe— 
maintained, was that “good the- 
atre is not necessarily good film 
material, and it appears the case 
in this production.” 

The film tells the story of one 
middle-class British family dur- 
ing England’s trying period from 
1919 to 1939, a sort of latter day 
“Cavalcade.” After lauding 
Newton for meeting “every re- 
quirement of his tremendous 
part with artistry known only 
to an oldtime legit actor,”° Jolo 
applauds Miss Johnson because 
she “never puts a foot wrong 
in an even more difficult role.” 
Two newcomers® Kay Walsh and 
Billy Mitchell, also “turn in per- 
formances which should carry 
them far.” 


cecreceltaiantinets: ASN ST aati 


as the young woodcutter, an obvious 
comer in French films. Renee ure, 
a looker who’obviously shows strong 
theatre background, is Catherine, 
daughter of the slightly wacky peas- 
ant. She’s superb. She also sings an 
untitled country ballad in effective 
style. Madeleine Robinson makes the 


rival girl, Martha, a streng — 


ear. 


Violence 
Hollywood, April 5. 


Monogram release of Jack Bernhard-Ber- 
nard Brandt production. Stars Michael 
O'Shea, Nancy Coleman; features Sheldon 
Leonard, Emory Parnell, Peter Whitney. 
Directed by Jack Eernhard. Siory and 
screenplay, Stanley Rubin, Louis Lantz; 
camera, Henry Sharp: music, Edward J. 
Kay; editor, Jason Bernie. .Previewed April 








3, °47. Running time, 72 MINS. 
Ann Mason................-Nancy Coleman 
BUSTS PUNE. ccsccccscccces Michael O'Shea 
Eee BtAic cosa cdc cdivecceess Sheldon Leonard 
Joker RobingoOn...ee.ce-eeees Peter Whitney 
True DawSon.....scecceseess Emory Parnell 
Ralph Borden.....cccccccces: Pierre Watkin 
o. MRURTL Ee eT OPPO Frank Reicher 
Mrs. Donahue oes Cay Forester 
Dr. Chalmers............--.John Hamilton 
RMR sc oc kbctbcedocsuceces Richard Irving 
OGY “HON o 0b Ce écccesedeecoens Carol Denne 
JOO DORARUG. . ccrccccccccsces Jimmy Clark 
lS. Mave Fiat ceacakebade heres William Gould 
“Violence” is neat propaganda, 


warning Veterans to beware of secret 
pressure organizations whose object 
is the spread of civic discord. Mes- 
sage is well-scripted and in addition, 
film contains plenty of suspense to 
carry out commercial melodramatic 
aims. Script and players combine to 
overcome lack of directorial finesse, 
giving picture punch that will put it 
over. 


Production framework is expert 
under wing of Jack Bernhard and 
Bernard Brandt. Pair chose cast 
with care, and players deliver. Plot 
deals with operation of pressure 
group known as United Defenders, a 
front organization for all types of 
violence, Outfit makes a play for dis- 
contented vets, using them for the 


spread of discord under the cloak of | 


patriotism, 


Action concerns Naney Coleman, 
undercover operator for a photo mag, 
out to bust United Defenders. To 
complicate plot, girl is made to suf- 
fer loss of memory as result of auto 
accident, a device that pitches hero- 
ine and Michael O’Shea, an investi- 
gator, into plenty of danger before 
denouement. Bernard’s_ direction 
doesn't take the best advantage of 
the Stanley Rubin-Louis 
screenplay and consequently sense of 
reality isn’t as strong as it might 
have been, but results still come off. 

Chief heavies are capably per- 
formed by Sheldon Leonard, Peter 
Whitney and Emory Parnell, who 
match good work of Miss Coleman 
and O'Shea. Cay Forester and Jimmy 
Clark both spot good bits, and others 
in cast are acceptable. 

Production has been given expert 
lensing by Henry Sharp, plus an Ed- 
ward J. Kay music score that height- 
ens meller factors. Brog. 


U-I Readies Three For 
Greenlight in April 
Hollywood, April 8. 

Three pictures will get the gun be- 
fore the end of April at Universal- 
International, in addition to six cur- 
rently in work on the lot. 

Newcomers are “The Exile,” with 
Douglas Fairbanks producing and 
starring; “The Pink Horse,’ with 
Robert Montgomery directing and 
starring, and “The Wistful Widow of 
Wagon Gap,” with Abbott and 
Costello in top roles. 





Lantz | 





Three On a Ticket 


Hollywood, April 1, 


PRC release of Sigmund Neufeld produc. 


tion. Features Hugh Beaumont. Chery} 
Walker, Paul Bryar, Ralph Dunn, Louise 
Currie, Gavin Gordon. irected by Sam 


Newfield. Screenplay, Fred Myton: }\seq on 
original characters and story by Hrett ali. 
day; camera, Jack Greenhalgh; editor. Hole 


breok N. Todd. Previewed at Hollywood 
April 1, "47. Running time, 62 MINS, " 
Michael Shayne....... +++++Hugh Beaumont 
Phyllis Hamilton............ Chery! Watker 
Tim Rourke.........+:. ereeeees-Paul Bryar 
Pete Rafferty......-++ soeeeees-Ralph Dunn 
Helen Brinstead...... reeeees Louise Currie 
Pearson......+.+. eee eeeeneees Gavin Gordon 
Kurt Leroy......+- eee eeeeees Charles Quigley 
Mace Morgam...ce..seeeess Douglas Fowley 
TREO i chine teebeee cc ceecoccccces Noel Cravat 
Drunk. ..scece Seibthe eo sonde Charles King, sy 
Simm LMF s cedccdeccecsecs .. Brooks Be nediet 





Sturdy supporting film fare meas. 
uring up to market demands in al] 
departments, “Three On a Ticket” 
has a good action whodunit story to 
tell and spins it off at smart clip that 
will please. Suspense is maintained 
by playing and direction and pro. 
duction mounting obtains values bet. 
ter than expected from budget ex. 
penditure. 

Plot of this latest of PRC’s Michae] 
Shayne detective thrillers deals with 
the dauntless private eye's adven- 
tures while trying to outguess qa 
choice bunch of doublecrossing 
crooks. Shayne and the sundry 
heavies are all after cache of bank 
loot hidden in a railroad storage 
locker. Ticket necessary to recover 
loot has been torn into thirds and 
holders all are trying to obtain parts 


held by others. Before the heroic 
finish, Shayne has been pushed 
around, beaten, etc., but comes 


through with expected flying colors 
to solve the case.and make a nice 
fee for himself. 

Hugh Beaumont is excellent as 
Shayne and his work is ably backed 
by Cheryl Walker, who gives con- 
siderable Alife to role of the private 
detective’s smart secretary. Louise 
Currie makes femme heavy spot 
count in final results and other vil- 
lains measuring up include Gavin 
Gordon and Douglas Fowley, Paul 
Bryar, Ralph Dunn and others in 
cast are good. 

Sam Newfield has paced direction 
of the Fred Myton script to sustain 
interest, and the well valued produc. 
tion was furnished by Sigmund Neu- 
feld. Lensing by Jack Greenhalgh, 
settings, and other production ingre- 
dients are expert. Brog. 


Shoot to Kill 
Hollywood, April 5. 


Screen Guild release of William Berke pro- 


duction. Features Russe ade, Susan 
Walters, Edmund Mac tfonald Douglas 
Blackley, Vince Barnett, Nestor Paiva. Di- 
rected by Herke Screenplay, Edwin V, 
Westrate; camera, Benjamin Kline; music, 
Darrell Calker; editor, Arthur A. Brooks 
Previewed April 2, '47. Running time, 64 
MINS. 

George Mitchel]. ....ceecee++8- Russel! Wade 
Marian Langdon...,.....-...Susan Walters 
Lawrence Dale.........Bdmund MacDonald 


Dixie Logan wees Douglas Blackley 
ROE GPEc ccc ebeccadacveess Vince Barnett 
CE MSS wcussbovewe .eeee.Nestor Paiva 
John Forsyithe..........Douglas Trowbridge 





oe ee ..Harry Brown 
eee ! Ted Hecht 
Mike Blake.........cceccese Harry (heshire 
a rer ees Robert Riordan 
BOOS oc oc ccccccvcccccasaceceesen Joe Devtin 
NS Seer er, ey Eddie Foster 
RS es oe00ed ada Frank O'Conner 
Pe rere eee Sammy Stein 
Piano Player Gene Rodgers 





“Shoot to Kill” is good melodrama 
for supporting positions. It has been 
well cast, except for femme lead, the 
production gloss gets the best from 
small budget, and telling of its story 
leaves no loose ends. 

Males in cast deliver consistently 
good performances in spinning yarn 
ofecrooked politicians and crooked 
gangs that operate under their shel- 
ter. Russell Wade makes a forthright, 
believable newspaperman who is in- 
strumental in uncovering the opera- 
tions. Edmund MacDonald is equally 
|; as good as the aspiring assistant d.a. 
who nurtures the crooks. 

Story concerns MacDonald, sup- 
ported by and supporting the vil- 
lainous workings of Nestor Paiva, 
town gangster. Teamwork is going 
well until they frame a crook trying 
to muscle in. Latter’s wife, working 
under cover, gets a job as MacDon- 
ald’s secretary and obtains plenty of 
evidence, with Wade’s help, to fix 
the heavies. Edwin V. Westrate script 
tells the plot in flashback and has 
only the common fault of having girl 
recount events in which she could 
not have figured. 

Femme lead is played by Susan 
Walters in not too believable fashion. 
Paiva is good as one of the heavies. 
Dauglas Blackley makes his footage 
count as the framed crook. Vince 
Barnett does neatly by small spot as 
courtroom janitor who is bumped off. 
Production touch adds Gene Rodgers, 
pianist, for two nitery instrumentals. 

William Berke produced and di- 
rected, and got the most from budget 
and story. Benjamin Kline’s camera 
work is good. Brog. 


Jackson Park Delay 


: Chicago, April 8. 

Long-litigated Jackson Park the- 
atre case had another possible delay 
when Myles Seeley, defendant at- 
torney, requested appeals court to 
set back brief filing to May 1. 

Attorneys for both sides have 
agreed to 15-day extension from 
April 4 to file answers in the River- 
side and Minnesota theatres’ anti- 
| trust action to go before Federal 
| Judge Michael Igoe here. 
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75,000,000 WILL SEE 
THE HILARIOUS FILM 


’ COLBERT: MacMURRAY 


“The EGG and J” 


MARIJORIE MAIN LOUISE ALLBRITTON PERCY KILBRIDE 
BILLY HOUSE RICHARD LONG 
Produce ee” CHESTER ERSKINE and FRED F. FINKLEHOFFE 


Directed by Chester Erskine 
A UNIVERSAL-INTERNATIONAL PICTURE 
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R ings Already in Release! 
; eS Columbia » SAMMY KAYE, Victor « HELEN FORREST, MGM 
tl MURPHY SISTERS, Apollo - CONNIE HAINES and HARRY BABBIT, Mercury 
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= | --.and More to Come! . 
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$7,000,000 House 
For B.&K., Toledo; 
New Theatre Plans 


Toledo, O., April 8. 
Balaban and Katz is planning a 
new, modern downtown house here 
to cost about $2,000,000, to replace 
the Paramount, 3,500-seater, on 
which its lease expires in June next 


year. The new 2,500-seat house will 
be at Jackson and Superior streets, 
now used as a parking lot, and will 
incorporate many new ideas, includ- 
ing large screen television facilities, 
plastic upholstered seats, a playroom 
for youngsters attended by a nurse, 
and latest projection equipment and 
acoustical treatment. Carl Schwyn 
and Associates, Bowling Green, O., 
which operates several houses in 
northwestern Ohio, including the 
nabe State here, took a long-term 
lease on the Paramount. Balaban 
and Katz also operate the Princess, 
in downtown Toledo, holdover 
house, and plan remodelling this 
theatre, 


$300,000 Omaha Theatre Opened 


Omaha, April 8. 
Ralph Blank’s $300,000 Chief the- 


atre in South Omaha opened last 
Saturday (5) despite downpour. 
Weather stopped south side civic 


parade but house was jammed all 
day for “Jolson Story.” 

The Chief is Indian atmospheric 
house seating 1,238. Policy is two 
changes weekly. 





900-Seat Texas House Opened 


Houston, April 8. 

New 900 seat OST theatre on the 
Old Spanish Trail, near Scott, Texas, 
has been opened. The $20,000 house 
is managed by J. L. McKinney, who 
is part owner. Others interested in 
the new theatre include Ben C. 
McKinney and Mr, and Mrs. H. S. 
Proctor. 


. 





$100,000 House in Charlotte 


Charlotte, April 8. 

Construction of a new picture 
heuse on site of the present Imperial 
theatre will be undertaken as soon 
as building restrictions are lifted, 
according to Norris Hadaway, city 
manager North Carolina theatres. 
Only the two side-walls of present 
structure will be used in the new 
$100,000“ project, enlarging capacity 
from about 600 to 1,000. 





Interstate’s Dallas House 


. Dallas, April 8. 

Interstate Theatre circuit will 
build its largest suburban theatre in 
south Dallas, within the next year. 
It will be a 1,200-seater, to be housed 
in a building containing stores and 
office space. 

Starting time will depend on the 
availability of materials and the lift- 
ing of building restrictions. 





Nace Adds Another in Ariz. 


Phoenix, April 8. 

Latest link in Harry L. Nace cir- 
euit of Arizona houses was added 
with the opening of Mesa theatre, 
Mesa, Ariz. 16 miles east of here. 
House is 1,000-seater and will play 
first-run. Town has two other thea- 
tres, Nile and Ritz, also run by 
Harry L. Nace Theatres, Inc. 





Symon’s Circuit Deluxer Opening 


Butte, Mont., April 8. 

Film company reps joined branch 
managers out of Salt Lake for 
March 25 opening of Wallace, Idaho 
deluxer. The new Wilma theatre 
thére in Symons Memorial Building 
is latest addition to chain established 
by theatre firm operating out of 
Missoula, Mont. 





Metro’s Play Problem 





ED FAY’S GOLDEN ANNI 
ALL PRIMED FOR 21ST 


Providence, April 8. 
Long and varied show biz career 
of local theatre tycoon Edward M. 
Fay, who started some 50 years ago 
as a vaude and concert violinist, will 


be climaxed by a golden testimonial 
dinner in his honor April 21 at the 
Sheraton-Biltmore hotel here. Spon- 
sored by the Independent Theatre 
Owners of Rhode Island, the ban- 
quet is slated to be attended by top 
industry execs, including Maj. Al- 
bert M Warner, Barney Balaban and 
Jack Cohn. 

Fay’s accomplishments were not 
limited to the violin. He later 
came a bandmaster, then built an 
outdoor amusement park in Newark, 
N. J. He paid Irene and Vernon 
Castle $2,000 for the 1914 preem of 
his dance pavilion at Hunts Mills, 
R. I. He teed off as an exhibitor 
at the start of World War I when 
he organized the Arcadia Amus. Co., 
which operated houses in several 
eastern key cities. Later he became 
associated with the late M. E. Com- 
erford and bought out a string of 
Providence theatfes. For the past 
20 years the showman has also pre- 
sented many legit shows at his Prov- 
idence houses, 

Arrangements have been made for 
a special train to leave New York 
April 21 for the convenience of 
guests. Also expected to attend are 
Frank C. Walker, former postmaster 
general; Basil O'Connor, American 
Red Cross chairman; Joe Vogel, Gus 
Eyssell, George J. Schaefer, Malcolm 
Kingsberg, William F. Rodgers and 
Tom Connors, 





Grierson to Paris On 


John Grierson, indie shorts pro- 
ducer, who is director of mass com- 
munication and public information 
of the United Nations Educational, 
Social & Cultural Organization, 
planed from New York yesterday 
(Tuesday) for Paris. He'll attend 
the meeting there of the exec board 
of UNESCO, 

Grierson, who heads an outfit 
making a series of shorts for United 
Artists release, recently returned to 
the U. S. from four weeks abroad 


Tax Bills 


Continued from page 6 ——— 





passed onto the customer, And, with 
biz shrinking, the exhibs feared the 
passage of the bill would further 
slash b.o. returns. 

Because of the desperate plight of 
the municipality for more revenue 
there is a strong likelihood that the 
measure will be brought up again 
at the next session of the city solons. 





10% Wash. Tax Spiked 
Washington, April 8. 





Bill, which would have slapped a 
10% local admissions tax on all D. C. 
amusements, on top of the Federal 
20%, was spiked last week by a 
combined House-Senate 


increase the city’s revenue. 





Delaware Defeats Amus. Taxes 
Wilmington, April 8. 
Delaware legislature has ad- 


journed without passing two bills 
which would have seriously affected 
films. One would have set up a cen- 
sorship of drinking scenes in pic- 
tures. It died in committee. 

Second measure would have en- 
abled municipalities and other local 
subdivisions to enact amusement 
taxes. 





Pennsy Tax Unlikely 
Harrisburg, Pa.. April 8. 





Has Ne B.R. in Production by One | 


of Its Staffers 





Metro is understood 
acquiring screen rights but not 
making an investment in “Com- 
mand,” play which will be co-pro- 
duced on Broadway next fall by 
Sidney Phillips, of the company’s 


interested in | 


Little chance for passage of the 
proposed tax on entertainment me- 
| dia, which would levy le on every 
10e or fraction thereof of admission 
prices, is seen by legislative leaders 
following Gov. Duff's insistence that 
his original schedule of levies on 
beer, tobacco and soft drinks be en- 
acted at once. 

The amusement tax plan 





Fred Ullman 


Continued from page 7 


such as “Jenny,” it’s often advan- 
tageous to shoot the picture here to 
obtain the maximum of authenticity 
in sets. He declined to state, how- 
ever, whether he’d succeeded in lin- 
ing up «any Hollywood. production 
for the Harlem establishment, de- 
claring that RKO had no immediate 
plans for eastern production and 
that commercial pix producers 
would take over the studio next. 





be- | 


UNESCO Film Program | 


gathering material for a series of | 
film articles for The Nation. While 
in the U. S., he outlined film aims 
of UNESCO at the national confer- 
ence in Philly two weeks ago. 






District | 
Committee working on proposals to | 


is em- | 


Cost. to independent producers to 
rent the Harlem studio is about the 
|'same as what they would pay for 
space on the Cogst, Ullman said. 
Rental is dependent on the length of 
time and amount of space consumed, 
with the price the same for both 
Hollywood and commercial film pro- 
ducers. Ullman added that Pathe 
had never been a member of the 
group of eastern studio operators 
who recently attempted to get N.Y.’s 
Mayor O’Dwyer to back = campaign 
to get more Hollywood producers to 
move east. 

Fact that Selznick is using the 
studio, meanwhile, is expected to 
boost interest in its use by Coast 
producers, although most of them 
will probably wait to see what the 
| finished print looks like. Chevalier 
| prolog, in which the French star ex- 
| plains the narration technique to be 
used for the U. S. version of the 
film, is also expected to prove a 
boon, since it demonstrates the 
spacious sets obtainable. One se- 
quence has Chevalier singing “Pi- 
galle” on a full-sized stage, with a 
large orchestra in the pit and a 
capacity audience watching him 
from out front. 


Cenmtinued from page 3 











mentary technique for added realism. 
Among the 35 locations selected last 
week will be Faneuil Hall, used by 
Revolutionary patriots as a meeting 
place; Harvard University and the 
Boston Library. House in which the 
picture’s family will be depicted as 
living is “in the shadow of Bunker 
Hill,” Wald explained. 

Producer said his main effort will 
jbe to present a major modern-day 
|problem realistically. He will show 





| that the current struggle of right vs. 
\left is leaving the average man 
squeezed and confused in the mid- 
dle and that he must take steps to 
get back to the Constitution and 
the Bill of Rights. A parallel will be 
drawn between the present placid 
lack of reaction of the average 
American to the dangerous forces 
pulling at his liberty and the Ger- 
mans of the early '30s who puffed 
their pipes in beer gardens and 
coffee houses and said, “it can’t 
happen here.” : 

Delmar Daves will direct the pic 
from an original and screenplay by 
David Goodis. Daves and Goodis 
were in Boston with Wald. Trio re- 
turned to the Coast Saturday (5) 
from New York. Shooting in the 
Hub will take six to eight weeks. 
Wald said he is rushing the film to 
completion to get it to the public as 
quckly as possible. @ 

Jane Wyman is the only. member 
of the cast set so far. 








| Reissue Packages 


mm Comtinued from page 7 


a fiat rental basis. When they be- 
gan toppling house records in test 
engagements, Small decided it was 
time to take advantage of a good 
thing and revised the price to a 35% 
deal. Business they’re doing is be- 
ing duplicated by reissues of most 
of the other companies. 


In line with this, a spokesman for 
the Brandt circuit, which operates 
the Republic, declared it’s evident 
that reissues “seem to be what the 
people want.” Republic, formerly 
operated as a subsequent run house, 
recently switched to a foreign film 
policy. With reissue business so 
good, however, the circuit has de- 
cided the house will not operate on 
any set policy and the management 
now has its sights trained on “Sea 
Wolf” and “Sea Hawk,” a Warners’ 
| dual reissue package which has done 
outstanding business to date where- 








talent department. Partnered with | bodied in a House bill, which, it is ; ever it’s played. 


Phillips will be Kermit Bloomgarden. 

Play presents an interesting prob- 
jem for the Dramatists Guild on 
divvy of the film income, since it 
was later written into a book, “Com- 
mand Decision,” by the same author, 
William Wister Haines, and became 
a best-seller. Its success resulted in 
the hypoed interest in the play. 


| estimated by its sponsors, would 
raise $50,000,000 for school purposes. 
.In addition to providing for collect- 


ing the tax, the bill empowers the | 


| State Department of Revenue to 
j license all places of amusement at a 
$1 annual fee and _ provides for 
monthly reports of all tax monies 


| collected, 


pexecutive secretary. 





Heads Distrib Group 
Chicago, April 8. 
James C. Clark was elected presi- 
dent of National Film Distributors, 


Int., at Chi meeting last week that | 


saw Thomas Gilboy 
prgsident and Clint 


selected vice- 





terial only for the English version. 


pix are also to be released in 
the first Indian films seen here. 


same time. 


on the shelf. 


salary for another year. 


ploitation on latter’s pictures. 


eral of the USAF in Austria. 


tests made at Richmond, Cal., 


fery proves effective at the b.o., Margolies will have it transla 
prepared in New York for NT a oe version, 
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Inside Stuff—Pictures 


India is about to feel the touch of the American flack. Al Mar 
New York publicity man, has been hired by V. Shantaram, Indian pr 
to turn out press material, heralds, cards and accessories for his forthcomin 
pix, “Journey of Dr. Kotnis” and “Shakuntala.” Films are being re} s 
in India in both English and Hindustani. Margolies is preparing th 


8olies, 
oducer, 


eased 
e Ma<« 
yle puf- 
ted and 


However, if the American-st 





Argosy and RKO are in an argument over the release date of “The 
Fugitive,” Argosy’s first production, with Henry Fonda starring. 
C. Cooper, prexy of the indie outfit, wants the picture released in Novem. 
ber while RKO insists on next February. 
Long Night,” is booked for release in November, and the distribution com. 
pany contends it is not good business to put out two Fonda pictures at the 

Argosy’s contention is that “The Fugitive” was completed 
two months ago and a February releasing date would mean a whole year 


Merian 


Another Fonda starrer, “The 


Irving Lesser’s departure as associate managing director of the Roxy 
N. Y., calls for termination of his contract by paying him his $650 weekly 
Lesser is joining his brother, Sol, film producer 

He will headquarter in New York, handling special publicity and Cie 





Prints of Walt Disney’s “Snow White” are being shipped to the Salzburg 
Film Festival at the request of Lt. Gen. Geoffrey Keyes, commanding gen- 
Films from England, France, Russia, Switzer. 
land and Sweden will augment the Disney contribution, 
U. S. State Department has assigned Eddie Albert to handle the pro- 
duction of “The Richmond Experiment” in 16m. 
for special 
throughout nation on handling race relations. 


Film will be based on 


training program of police 








| Bidding 








which side the film was awarded, 


As a matter of fact, distrib toppers 
declared last week, it has been sur- 
prisingly easy to pick best bids. 
They have not run very close at all 
in most cases. And where there was 
some doubt, it often could be set- 
tled on the basis of the date offered 
for the engagement. Distribs could 
justify the reasoning behind their 
choice by timing in relation to a 
national ad campaign, previous 
playdates in surrounding cities and 
other such factors. 


Bidding has made considerably 
more work for division and sales- 
managers, since most companies 
have left to them the decisions on 
bids, rather than allowing answers 
to be given on a lower level. How- 
ever, had not the Supreme Court 
stay come along, plans were in the 
making to shift responsibility to the 
field. 


One of the things making for 
more work was the practice of the 
exec who made the decision dictat- 
ing @ memo on his reasoning in 
each case, so that if a suit was filed 
at any later time, he’d be able to 
recall exactly the factors involved 
in his decision. A major factor, of 
course, that made decisions rela- 
tively easy is the complete records 
all companies have of business done 
in the past by most houses. 


Where there was doubt about a 
theatre's potential and bids were 
close enough to justify it, some dis- 
tribs made a practice of giving the 
film to the untested house. Idea, of 
course, was to build up experience 
and prove, perhaps, that there'd be 
more money and fewer lawsuits if 
the theatre got the product. 


Toughest choice to make, it was 
said, was in cases where a second or 
Subsequent-run exhib bid for pix 
for first-run. Inasmuch as there’s no 
previous experience with the thea- 
tre operating on this run, distrib 
has little to go by. In many cases, 
Just as in the situations mentioned 
above, distribs have given the pic 
to the subsequent-runner in order 
to find out what he could do with it. 


In a situation mentioned by one 
distrib, several pix were sold to a 
subsequent for first-run. He didn't 
do well with them. Next time, pix 
were given to the original first-run 
account. The other fellow came in 
and squawked that he naturally 
couldn't develop a new policy with 
only two pictures and that it was 
up to the distrib to keep selling him 
first-run until he could acquaint his 
potential patronage with his new 
policy. 


Distrib agreed that he had a good 


new policy so quickly. However, it 
was pointed out that the exhib who 
originally had the first-run would 


the distrib was awarding the prod- 
uct to another house which was pay- 
ing less rental. 





In cases of 


close bids between 
affiliated and indie houses, some 
distribs have made a practice of 


| selling to the indie, since they feel 


Weyer chosen | there's much less likelihood @ legal 
i difficulties that way. Distribs, real- 








j 


| 


be in an excellent position to sue if | weekends continues, while a 


! 


} 





Liked By Distrihs 


Continued from page 5 





suits by the losers, no matter to,;izing each other’s problems in feel. 
ing their way under the new sell- 
ing form, are considered not nearly 


so likely to file a suit as would an 
indie. 











Film Biz Dips | 


Continued from page 3 





riod of abstinence—if that’s what 
caused the boxoffice decline—was 
felt a lot more strongly than it has 
been for quite a few years. 


Certainly a major factor in the 
decline which was felt so definitely 
in March was the quality of product. 
While January and February were 
blessed with a considerable number 
of particularly strong wicket-spin- 
ners, the following month saw one 
weakie after another. The powerful 
gtossers by that time had moved 
back into subsequents, where their 
cumulative income has less effect on 
the national average than when they 
are in larger theatres with higher 
admission taps. 

Domestic rentals during March for 
about half the majors appear to 
have held up well and exceeded 
boom figures of 1946. The other 
companies saw declines of about 2% 
to 10%. A considerable help in the 
overall situation was the continues 
ation of superior biz abroad in com- 
parison with previous years. 


Any company’s income from ren- 
tals hinges completely, of course, on 
the relatively small group of films 
it has going through the mill at the 
moment, so is not a very reliable 
index of business. However, there 
is no doubt—either from the stand- 
point of distribs or exhibs—that the 
medium-quality films are the ones 
that are giving trouble. The big 
ones seem to have no trouble hold- 
ing their own and the cheapies do 
what's expected of them. It’s those 
in-betweeners that have to fight for 
every dollar. 

There’s the usual divergence in 
figures between what affiliated and 
indie theatres are off. Affiliateds 
show only a dip of a few percentage 
points from last year, while indies 
generally claim to be down around 
20%. 

Offishness has naturally increased 
exhib thinking about slicing admis- 
sion fees, but it definitely appears 
that no slashing has set in yet. View 
of most theatre ops is to wait @ 
while and see what happens, since 
business is in no sense in the alarm- 
ing category. Price cuts may be in 
order, however, withinethe next few 
months unless a gusher of strong 


point in that he couldn't develop the | product—which does not appear te 


be on the horizon—should suddenly 
make itself felt. 


Concentration of at the 


trade 
sec- 
ondary phenomenon 4s the continued 
drop in kid business. No one seems 
to have hit on the cause—or even 4 
veasonable facsimile thereof—for the 
digression of the moppet trade, un- 


less it is that their parents arent 
tossing them the extra coins they 
were getting when general economic 


conditions were more flush. 


@ 


too. The two Indian | 
e U. S. by Mayer & Burstyn. They’'l! be 
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i | ALL AMERICA AGREES... 


8 : Launched by an intensive Giant national advertising and promotion campaign in Maga- 
. * . wines, Newspapers, Radio and Truck Posters, M-G-M’s “The Yearling” will reach an 
: : estimated total: of 1,561,000,000 impressions. 


" | In Chicago it broke the M-G-M record for the house, running for 7 big weeks at the 
e 3 State-Lake Theatre. And now watch it repeat next in Houston, Washington, D. C., 
. Cleveland, Portland. 
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Picture 





LOUISVILLE 


die’s Big Moment” (Col). Lively 
$3.600. Last week, “Sister Kenny” 
(RKO) and “Return Monte Cristo” 
(Col) split with “Searching Wind” 
(Par) and “Boston Blackie and 
Law” (Col), $2,500. 


Mary Anderson (People’s) (1,100; 





40-60 )—"“Sec Hawk” (WB) and “Sea 
Wolf” (WB) (reissues) (2d wk). 
Great $7,000 after initial week’s 
brisk $8,500. 

National (Standard) (2,400; 40-60) 
—‘Egg and I” (U), Plugs on radio 
and via newspaper stories adding to 
strong $16,000, and sure h.o Last | 
week, “Stole a Million” (U) and 
“Can't Cheat An Honest Men” (U)} 
(reissues), mild $6,500. 


Rialto (Fourth Avenue) (3,400; 40- 
60)—‘Suddenly It’s Spring” (Par). 
Slow $12,000. Last week, “Angel and 
Badman” (Rep) and “Ghost Goes 
Wild” (Rep), sturdy $15,000. 

State (Loew's) (3,300; 40-60)— 
“Happened in Brooklyn” (M-G) and 
“13th Hour” (Col). Under hopes at 
fairish $14,000. Last week, “Lady in 
Lake” (M-G) and “Blondie’s Holi- 
day” (Col), $13,000. 

Strand (Fourth Avenue) (1,200; 

0-$1.50) — “Best Years” (RKO). | 

laying grind policy at upped prices. | 
Sturdy $20,000. Last week, “Brasher 

eubloon” (20th) and “Wanted for 
Murder” (20th), modest $4.000. 


| 





‘BRUNETTE’ ROUSING 
$20,000 LEADS MPLS. 


Minneapolis, April 8. | 

With holdovers still booming here, } 
“My Favorite Brunette” is setting | 
the pace currently with a hefty | 
gession at Radio City. “Sinbad the 
Sailor” and “Best Years of Our 
Lives” are best on holdover list. | 
“Fabulous Dorseys” is okay <t the 
State. 





Estimates for This Week 
Aster (Par) (900; 30-44)—‘Fall 
Guy (Mono) and “Tumbleweed | 

ail’ (PRC). Fine $3,000 in 5 days. 
Last week, “Wild Beasts at Bay” 
(indie) and “Born for Speed” 
(PRC), $2,300 in 5 days. 

Century (Pzr) (1,600; 50-70)— 
“Bedelia” (E-L). Fair $7,000. Last 
week, “Les Miserables” (20th) (re- 
issue), $6,000. ° 

Gopher (Par) (1,000; 44)—‘“Devil 
on Wheels” (PRC). Fine $4,500. 
Last week, “Tom Brown's School 
Dziys” (RKO) (reissue), $3,000. 

Lyric (Par) (1,100; 50-70)— 
“Razor's Edge” (20th) (m.o.). Good 
$8,500 for third week downtown. 
Last week, “Suddenly Spring” (Par) 
(m.o.), $6,000. 

Radio City (Par) (4,000; 50-70)— 
“Favorite Brunette” ~(Par). -Hefty 
$20,000. Last week, “Razor’s Edge” 
(20th) (2d wk), $14,000. 
RKO-Orpheum (RKO). (2,800; 50- 


70)—“Sinbad Sailor” (RKO) (2d 
wk). Mild $10,000 after $18,000 
epener. 


RKO-Pan (RKO) (1,600; 90-$1.50) 
—‘Best Years” (RKO) (4th wk). 
Holding this week to sturdy $17,000 
after $18,000 in third. 

State (Par) (2,300; 50-70)—‘“Fabu- 
lous Dorseys” (UA). Satisfactory 

12,500. Last week, “Ladies’ Man” 

Par ), $12,000. 

Uptewn (Par) (1,000; 50-55)— 
“California” (Par). First nabe 
showing. Fair $5,000. Last week, 
“Miss Pilgrim” (20th), $5,500. 

World (Mann) (350; 50-99)—‘‘Jol- 
son Story” (Col) (8th wk). Strong 
$2,000; last week about same. 


‘Locket’ Neat $10,000 





sg Continued from page 8 
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Grosses 


ane ival Frolies” revue on stage, 
$ 20. 
aramount (H-E) (8,039; 45-80)— 


“Boomgrapg” (20th) and “Susie 
Steps Out (UA). Good $11,500. Last 
week, “ runette” (WB) 


gt e 
(2d wk), $7,100. 

RooseVelt (Sterling) (800; 45-80)— 
“Humorgesque” (WB) (3d wk). Fair 
$3,000 after getting oke $4,100 last 
session, 


‘Brooklyn’ Good $15,000 
In Buff.; ‘Years’ 236, 2d 


Buffalo, April 8. 

Biz is not much better than in re- 
cent weeks with holdovers slowing 
pace. Tdép new entry is “It Hap- 
pened in Brooklyn” at the Buffalo. 
“Best Years” is still strong in third 
week at the Century. 

Estimates for This Week 


Buffalo (Shea) (3,500; 40-70)— 
“Happened in Brooklyn” (M-G). 
Good $15,000. Last week, “Miss Pil- 
rim” (20th) and “Backlash” (Par), 
13,000. 

Great Lakés (Shea) (3,500; 40-70) 
—‘Fzvorite Brunette” (Par) 
wk). Strong $13,000 or over. 





Last 


| week, sock $20,000. 


Hipp (Shea) (2,100; 40-70)—“Love 


Laughs Andy Hardy” ‘(M-G) and 
“Charlie Chan Trap” (20th). Sturdy 
at $9,000. Last week, “Pursued” 
(WB) (m.o.), $8,000. 

Lafayette (Basil) (3,100; 40-70)— 


“I'll Be Yours” (U) and “Shadowed” | 


(Col). Modest $12,000 or near. Last 
week, “Michigan Kid” (U) and 
“Blind Spot” (Col), $14,000. 

Teck (Shea) (1,400; 40-70)—‘“Miss 
Pilgrim” (20th) and “Backlash” 
(Par) (m.o.). Neat $5,000. 
week, “Boomerang” (20th) 
$4,500. 

20th Century (20th Cent.) (3,000; 
90-$1.50)—“‘Best Years” (RKO) (3d 
wk). Big $23,000 after great $25,000 


Last 
(m.0o.), 


for second week. 


U-Rank Pact 


Continued from page 4 





Africa is the first to be carried out 
under the new agreement.” 


The Rank-U contract boosts the 
minimum number of British pix 
which U must handle in the U. S. to 
12 yearly, Benjamin said. Originally, 
when United World Pictures was 
still in operation, the number had 
been fixed at eight. Eagle-Lion, 
which has no affiliation with U, will 
take on a minimum of five while 
additional films are being distributed 
by U’s Prestige Picture unit. Flexi- 
ble operations are contemplated, 
Benjamin added, so that both num- 
ber of films and terms can be al- 
tered from time to time.’ 

Technicolor, Inc., has promised 
Rank several color cameras no later 
than 1948, according to Benjamin, 
and British producers will then up 


| their tinted pix to 8 or 10 year- 


ly. Only six will be turned out 
this year because of the shortage 
of cameras. 


On Rank’s overall production pro- 
gram, 35 films-will roll before the 
cameras this year and 40, next. More 
than half present and future pro- 
ductions call for budgets in excess 
of $1,000,000, Benjamin stated. Pro- 
duction costs, he said, equaled those 
of Hollywood and when allowance 
is made for talent which is cheaper 
than on the Coast, “it can be readily 





-¢ ee 
Seattle; ‘Prentiss’ 116 
sell Seattle, April 8. 
Biz is not too good here this week, 
with number of holdovers hurting. 
Top newcomers are “Nora Prentiss,” 
and “The Locket.” 


Estimates for This Week 


seen that other costs are even high- 
er than in the U. S.” 


Siodmak 


Continued from page 4 
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First Full-Length Opera 
Filmed, ‘Barber of Seville’ 


First opera to be filmed in its full 
length, “The Barber of Seville” is 
slated to preem at the Golden the- 
atre, N. Y., May 5, following the 
currert “Henry V”, Film will be 
two-a-dayed with reserved seats at 
$1.20 and $1.80 at matinees and $1.80 
and $2.40 evenings. 

Excelsior Pictures is distributing 
the pic, which is in Italian with 
English titles, and an entr-acte com- 
mentary by Deems Taylor, It runs 
110 minutes, 











B’way First Runs 


Continued from page 3} = 


| sion. Dates in the outlying 
houses are for one week only. 
Admissions will be raised right 








along the line. Cap will not go above | 


its present $1.50 for evening per- 
|formances, but will get $1.25 during 
the day. Nabes’ admish will be $1 
lat matinees and $1.25 evenings. All 
| figures include tax. 
| Capitol, incidentally, will drop its 
|stageshows during the engagement. 
One of the reasons for Loew’s 
willingness tg tie up the circu‘t in 
New York for the entire week is the 
'fact that in the city it is far ahead 


iof the rest of the country in playing | 


off product. That’s partly because 
of lengthy runs and partly because 
ithere have been a number of book- 
ings in the Music Hall and other 
|houses as well as the Capitol lately, 


|spreading out the first-runs, 

More Day-and-Dates 
Another unusual policy 
‘United Artists’ “Carnegie 


Winter Garden and Park Avenue. 
At the former it will play grind at 
a $1.80 top, while at the uptown de- 
luxer it will run on a two-a-day, 
|reserved seat policy at $2.40 top. 

Charles Chaplin's “Monsieur Ver- 
doux,” (UA), opening Friday (11) at 
the Broadway also has an unusual 
aspect. It will play on a combina- 
tion grind and reserved-seat policy. 
Mezzanine, with 250 seats, will be 
reserved for 2:30 and 8:45 p.m. 
shows, former at $1.80 and latter 
$2.40. Rest of the house will grind 
at $1.50 top. 

Victoria theatre will pull some- 
thing of a radical stunt in bringing 
back “The Jolson Story,’ which has 
already played the Music Hall 
(eight weeks) and the State (two 
weeks), as well as extended time 
on the whole Loew’s circuit in New 
York. Reports that Loew's would 
send it on another trip around its 
web were denied Monday (7). Vic- 
toria opening fellows the Current 
“Adventuress” (E-L). 

Another innovation is the present 
booking of “Stairway to Heaven” 
(U) at the Winter Garden. British 
pic was moved there after a run at 
the three-a-day Park Avenue at 
$2.40. 

Fluidity of the first-run situation 
is marked by such incidents as the 
opening of the Cap to “Duel” and te 
Universal’s. “Smash-Up.” . Loew’s 
showcase during the past few years 
has had more than it could carry 
in just trying to play off Metro 
product. ; 

Likewise unusual is the opening of 
the Winter Garden and Park Avenue 
te UA films, since the houses are 
operated as showcases by Universal. 
UA, however, held a commitment 
_on the Winter Garden from a pre- 
| vious deal. 
| Rivoli currently has RKO’s “The 
|Farmer’s Daughter” and is to get 
UA’s “The Other Love” April 30. 
Both bookings are unusual, inas- 
much as Paramount has a priority 
arrangement on the Riv and there’s 
ja sort of tacit agreement by which 
20th-Fox gets the second call. 

Not unique but unusual is the 








Blue Mouse (H-E) (800; 45-80)— |the first year of his life. Siodmak | opening of the Music Hall to a pair 
“Favorite Brunette” (Par) (5th wk), |@t¢w up in Germany, made a record /of U films, “The Egg and I” and 


Big $7,000. Last week, $5,600. 

Fifth Avenue (H-E) (2,349: 45-80) 
—“The Locket” (RKO) and “Ciga- 
rette Girl’ (Col). Good $10.900. Last 


week, “Lady, in Lake” (M-G) (2d | 
wk), $8,800. 
Liberty (J&vH) (1,650; 45-80) 


“Jolson” (Col) (15th wk). 


Closing | 


in Europe as a successful director for 
|pictures starring Emil Jannings 
(“The Tempest’), Maurice Chevalier 
(“Personal Column”), Charles Boyer 
(“The Tumult’), Danielle Darrieux 


_._| (“The Slump Is Over”), and others. 


He came to the U. S., Sept. 5, 1939, 


| “Great Expectations.” Latter book- 
jing is particularly unusual in that 


|the pic is British, and the first Eng- | 


lish film into the Hall since “Clouds 
| Over Europe” (Col) in 1939. 

| UA has helped its own situation 
by taking over the Broadway thea- 


with big $8,000 for new long-run and has since been known and con-/tre from the Shuberts for Chaplin's 


record. Last week, $9,600. \ 


| ducted himself as an American citi- 
|zen. Attached to his court bill is a 


,“Verdoux.” House is on an 18- 
/months lease and “Areh of Triumph” 


Slow $3.500. | photostatic copy of an American | will probably follow “Verdoux” for 


Last week, 4th of “California” (Par), | State Department letter which certi- | either continuation of present policy 


Music Box (‘H-E) (850: 45-80)— 
“Tll Be Yours” (U) and “Back- 
lash”. (20th) (m.o.). 
biz $5.400. 

Music Hall (H-E) (2,200: $1-$1:50) 
—“Best Years’ (RKO) (2d _ wk). 


Tapering to $22,000 after smash $29,- 
400 last week. 

Orpheum (H-E) (2,600; 45-80) — 
“Nora Prentiss” (WB). Good $11,000. 


|fies the naturalization of Siodmak’s 
‘father ‘in’ Memphis and ‘his own 
citizenship have failed since, how- 
jever, because the criminal court 
|elerk informed him that the records 
,of his father’s naturalization are 


jor Straight roadshowing. 

| Meanwhile, UA—which, along with 
| U seems to have profited most by the 
| present Broadway situation—has its 
|““Macomber Affair” set for-the Globe 
,April 19. Latter house, operated 


Last: week, “I'll Be Yours” (U) and | Missing, probably destroyed in the|by the Brandts, has pretty much 


“Backlash” (20th), mild $9,100. 


—‘“West of Dodge City” 
“3 on Ticket” (PRC). Smiley Bur- 
nette in person helping former pix 


since he’s featured in it.; Good $7.- | 


500. Last week, “Song of Islands” 
(20th) and “Fool's Gold” (UA) with 


‘Shelby county courthouse fire of 


to 1893. 
; Siodmak says he desires his 
jfather’s citizenship 


| officially as a matter of pride. 


; : subsisted recently on UA product, 
Palomar (Sterling) (1,350: 45-80) | 1915 or during a transfer of the old but with the opening of other thea- 


(Col) and |criminal court records dating back | tres to UA. 


it is seeking out other 
| distribs’ films. 
| “Foreyer Amber” was tentatively 


jpears definite for the Roxy. 


finds | 
Hall” | 
preeming day-and-date May 2 at the | 


Confinued from page 3 


at last week’s meeting of obtaining 
a studio head. He expressed com- 
plete satisfaction with Yates’ ad- 
ministration as prexy and said the 
Goetz interests by all means wanted 
him to continue in that post. How- 
ever, they wanted to see a division 
of the chore of studio direction. 


tial get-together of the board and 
most of the members were not com- 
pletely familiar with the problems. 
| However, it is known that Becker's 
views are shared not only by the 
| six board members representing the 
| Goetz and Briflatour interests in 
Rep, but by at least two of the 
eight representing the Yates inter- 
ests. 

A number of directors—including 
reps of both Yates and Goetz fac- 
i tions on the board—expressed pri- 
vately last week great dissatisfac- 
tion with the recently-closed deal 
by which Orson Welles is to make 
“Macbeth” in color for Rep release. 
Pie will be produced by the Charles 
K. ‘Feldman indie group. Directors 
said that the film would present 
| the same sales problem, if not worse, 
that Ben Hecht’s “Specter of the 
Rose”. did last year. It’s the type 
they said, that Rep is 





| of picture, 


not geared to distribute or exploit | 


and they were highly critical of the 
whole deal. 

One member of the board told 
Variety: “I'll assure you that if I 
can stop it, not a cent of Repub- 
lic’s money will go into it.” Feld- 
man’s arrangement with Rep does 
not require it to make a direct in- 
vestment, but it has a stake in the 
films via deferring studio charges 
for their production. Since the stu- 
dio deferment is well down on the 
priority list for the payoff, uniess a 
film is fairly successful, company 
could stand to lose. It has an addi- 
tional stake, of course, in fee it gets 
for distributing the films. ‘ 


Two-Day Rep Sales Mee 
Ends Today (Wed.) in Chi 


Second of Republic’s regional sales 
meets was slated to wind up today 
(Wednesday) at the Hotel Black- 
stone, Chicago,’ after two days of 
huddles among Rep prexy Herbert J. 
Yates, sales veepee James R. 
Grainger and southern district man- 
agers and branch managers. Third 
and final confab is scheduled for 
next week, beginning Monday (14) 
at Rep’s Coast studios, which will 
cover the western district. 

Opening meet, held at the N. Y. 
Athletic Club last Wednesday (2) 
and Thursday, was highlighted by 
Yates’ pitch for the company’s new 
Trucolor process and discussions of 
Rep’s future policy cencerning B 
pictures. Yates declared the indus- 
try is presently “starving” for color, 
adding that color is the fillip which 
can overcome fiuctuating grosses. 
He predicted that business will dou- 
ble when color is universally used 
for films and that the boost given 
the industry with the introduction 
of sound would be repeated with 
the introduction of all-color films. 

Special mention was given to the 
increased production costs of B pix, 
but determination of any change in 
Rep’s policy on the modest budg- 
eters will: await the outcome of the 
Coast confab. Second day of the 
N. Y. meet was given over to plans 
for the release and promotion of 


Frank Borzage top-budgeters; “End 
of the Rainbow,” forthcoming Nel- 


“Angel and the Badman,” first John 
| Wayne production for Rep release. 


Theatre Ad-Pix 


Continued from page 7 








such practice in its product, accord- 
ing to Reisman. In a recent “This 
Is America” briefie on Hawaii, titled 
“49th State,” for instance, Pathe 
took its cameras into the Dole pine- 
apple factory for some footage. Be- 
|cause many of the Dole employees 
wore aprons bearing the company 
trademark, Reisman said, it was 
necessary to cut out much interest- 
ing footage from the finished 
product, 

While some 6,000 of the nation’s 
theatres, meanwhile, run minute ads 
on their screens, the best place for 
any commercial shorts of more than 
that length, as far as entertainment 
theatres go, is expected to be in the 
| newsreel houses. Trans-Lux circuit 
|in New York, for instance, has run 





re-established set to go into the Riv, but now ap- | several of the ad-pix recently be- 


j cause of a shortage of regular shorts. 









UJA’s Film Quota in NY. 
Almost Doubles Last Yr. 


An unprecedented quota of $2. 
100,000 has been’fixed as the goal of 
the motion picture division of Uniteg 
Jewish Appeal in the metropolitan 
New York area. The total which is 
almost double the $1,013,000 raised 
| in last year’s campaign was Set at q 





There was no general discussion | meet, chairmanned by Barney Balas 
of the subject, since it was the ini- | 


ban, which recognized the 


} urgent 
| need. for large sums, 


Balaban continues his city hop 


ping 
to organize the drive throughout 
the country, Paramount's prexy 
who returned from the Coast last 
| week, attended a UJA meet in 
Cleveland . yesterday (Tues.) and 
| then left for Detroit where another 
|committee meeting is slated for toe 
night (Wed.). Balaban was accom. 
{panied by Lou Novins and Sam 
Shain. 
Four co-chairmen have been 


named to head the local industry 
drive. They are Matty Fox, veepee 
of Universal-International: Billy 
Rose, producer and columnist: Rich. 


ard Rodgers, composer: and Emil 
Friedlander, prez of Dazian’s. Ine 
Organization of committees under 


these men are now under way and 
will be announced later. 

National overall goal of the UJA 
is $170,000,000 of which $65,000,000 
is to be raised in New York City, 





Goldwyn Heads H’wood 


Hollywood, April 8. 

Samuel Goldwyn was appointed 
president of the Hollywood division 
of the United Jewish Welfare Fund 
campaign, with a goal of $8,500,000, 
Appointment was made by Barne 
Balaban, national chairman of th 
drive. 


Goldwyn will confer this week 


with Dore Schary, Abe Lastfogel, 
Jack L. Warner and Walter Wanger 
to map plans for the campaign 
among the studios. 





Loew’s Well-Heeled 


Continued from page 6 


$1,000.00 or more. Loew’s invest- 
ment in the tric of flickeries (with 
a 78% slice) is $3,360,000 and theatre 
values have soared since then. 


In the company’s New York show- 
case, the Capitol, in which Loew’s 
holds a 50% share, its investment 
was $300,000, but that bears l'ttle 
relationship to the theatre's present 
value. In the Buffale sector, where 
Loew’s partial interest vests in 1 
houses, the company put in some 
$1,100,000 but will need considerably 
more to gain Outright control. 


The sole large circuit to be af- 
fected by the decree, so far as 
Loew's is concerned, is the Poli- 
New England group with 14 houses 
in Connecticut and three in Massa- 
chusetts. Here the company’s inter- 
est is already 75% and it should not 
experience any great difficulty in 
buying out the remaining one-quar- 
ter. 

Other important locales which fall 
into the partial divorcement cate- 
gory are Baltimore (three houses— 
50% owned); Cleveland (five the- 
atres—Loew’s holds 100% of the 
common stock, 9.31% of preferred); 
and Toledo (three theatres—two 





| 
| 


forthcoming Rep product, with | 
Grainger stressing such films as | 
“That's My Man,” second of the | 





son Eddy-Ilona Massey starrer, and | 


owned 50%, one, 7%). 





~ UA Presidency 


Continued from page 3 


ford, Grant, Chaplin and Charles 
Schwartz, Chaplin's attorney, get to- 
gether next week. Miss Pickford and 
Chaplin both intend to remain in 
the east for at least two more weeks, 
indicating there will be a number of 
top-echelon conclaves. 


As was anticipated, it's no easy 
problem finding a _ successor t@ 
Raftery, who aims to return to his 
law practice after six years as “in- 
terim” prexy. A number of candi- 
dates for the job have been dis- 
cussed, but there is at the moment 
no one even under serious considera- 
tion. 


Mentioned on the Coast has been 
Rex Dennant, a rep of Chaplin on 
the board, but it was authoritatively 
stated in New York that he has ab- 
solutely never even been considered. 
He is an insurance exec who handled 
some problems along that line for 
Chaplin ahd was named to the board 








| when it was reorganized several 


| years ago. 


Among the top matters to be taken 
up at the meetings next week are 
the plans for issuance to the public 
of UA stock. 
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WB Halts Feud With Goldman, Gives 


VARIETY 


department of Harris Amus. Co. 
here. 

Sidney Pink, former Pittsburgh 
exhib now operating nine west coast 
theatres, has organized Transinter- 


Wednesday, April 9, 1947 - 


ee 


Bronx Theatre Managers? 
Strike Settlement Neay 


Five-month old strike of the 








Pix-Radio Tie 





. atr 
° e national Pictures Corp. of Los An- Continued from page 7 sm! managers against Bronx Combine 
y n é é © ews 0 eys geles to distribute foreign films west | radio shows, the ad-pub chiefs soon aeenneeats is ponding for a settle. 
oO icago. hee : : ment next week, accordin 
" Jack Kahn, until recently Warn- | discovered the ease with which they | jorts yesterday (Tues.). Plan - 
Philadelphia. ers’ exploiteer in Pittsburgh-Cleve- | could spot a siar on a radio show. | settlement is set to go bef for 
Warner Bros. exchange here land territory, joined United Artists | Recause of the boxoffice pull in-| State Labor Board f pete, 
pparently has called off its feud | DUTse, volunteered for duty. Mean-| in a similar capacity, covering the | 5 or approval 


ith William Goldman, independent while Mrs. Moore is handling opera- | Chicago-Milwaukee territory. herent in-the star’s name, the radio | next week. Managers 


xhibitor of Philadelphia. Last week 
r the first time WB sold one of its 
ctures to Goldman who has been 
attling the circuit for first-run 
in this city. Picture sold 

was Warners’ “Pursued” 


ights 

;oldman 

r second-run at Goldman’s Keith’s. 
p until now the only outlet for 








| 

second-run WB product in midtown 
was the indie Arcadia. Arcadia, 
however, is a _small-seater with 
@bout 700 seats. Keith’s is a 1,500- 
seater. 
Sidney E. Samuelson, general | 


wners Eastern Pennsylvania, will 
e honored at a testimonial dinner 
t Warwick Hotel, May 5, tendered | 
y exhibs and distribs of the area. 


Stanley-Warner has reopened the 
Poplar for foreign films. | 

A. J. Vanni, in charge of out-of- | 
town theatres of Warner circuit, is 
ailing at Germantown hospital. 


Boners. Allied Independent Theatre | 








Roch. Drive-In Balks Union 
Rochester, N. Y. 

Central drive-in, owned by Wil- 
iam Tishkoff, Gradon Hodges. and 
Finer Ellis, wes slated to open Fri- 
ay (11) without union projection- 
ts following breakdown of negotia- 

ns. Theatre, which had two oper- 
ators followin its opening last 
August, wanted only one this year 
to work along with one of the own- 
érs, but no soap. 

Rochester drive-in, owned by 
* Cleveland interests headed by Paul 

intner, also will open Friday, but 
with two union projectionists. 





Mont. Realignments 
Buite. 
Nyah theatre, Hot Springs, Mont., 


now operated by M. E. Eichhorn, 
yho succeeded Mrs. Riberdy 
weeney. 


Lloyd Sissel 
ke theatres, 


sold Orpheum and 
Whitefish, Mont., to 


|tary of Quebec Allied Theatricel In- 


iis pinch-hitting until a successor is 


{ing returned to them. 


tion of the Plainville theatre, 
Film Classics, Inc., is now oper- 
ating in its new quarters here. 


Orpheum Theatre in McKees 
Rocks, operated by Shea circuit, 
closed down for a couple of weeks 
to have new seats and furnishings 
installed. 

Gould Amus. Corp., operating the 
Arcadia theatre, has filed papers to 
voluntarily dissolve the corporation. 





Quebec Exhib Assn. Sec Quits 
Montreal. 
Eugene Beaulac, for years secre- 





dustries, exhibitors’ association, has George Curtz joined Par booking 
resigned. He gave no reason for | department. An ex-GI, he served 
resignation. Charles Bourrassa, | in Europe. 





head of public relations committee, 
New St. Loo 400-Seater 
St. Louis. 
New theatres skedded for early 
openings in the St. Louis area in- 
clude a 400 seater in Gainesville, 
Mo., owned by G. R. Grist; another 
in Mokane, Mo., owned by L. W. 
+ he and the Princess in Cullom, 
Ford Anderson of Laclede, Mo., 
has sold his theatre in that town to 
A. .H. DeCanniere, owner of Laclede 


named. 





Dallas Has Fleed of Damaged Prints 
Dallas. 

Local film exchanges report an in- | 
crease in mutilations on prints be- 
They claim 
this is the result of irresponsible or 
young projectionists and are plan- 
ning to refuse their product to the 


offending theatres. Guilty houses 
are being charged for damages to ee e Pastime. Ma- 
the prints. rionville, Mo., to Sifaord O. Coday 





of Hartville, Mo. 

The Garwin, Garwin, Ia. has 
been purchased by Walter Jenner 
and Dale Johnson from Jack Com- 
fort. 

The Hull, Ill., theatre of Meyer, 
Melton & King, sold to J. Geyer, a 
graduate from Missouri. 


Third Chi Outdoor Pix Heuse 
Chicago. 

Chicago’s third outdoor film house 
looks set to open before summer. 
Grading on new theatre has been 
completed. Phil Smith, owner also 
of several theatres in the east, is es- 
tablishing this as the first of a cross 
country chain. 

Other two outdoor film houses 
here,’ Drive-In and Outdoor, will 
begin another season this month. 
Drive-In in its sixth year will open 
April 20th and the dutdoor in its 
second year will open April 10th. * 





Recky Mountain Allied Setup 

Denver. 
Allied Rocky Mountain Independ- 
ent Theatres, new Allied organiza- 
tion, has been set up here, with Joe 
Ashby, exhibitor and former ex- 
change manager, as general mana- 
er and treasurer. John Wolfberg, 
roadway manager, who engineered 
the organizational meeting, is chair- 
man of board. Also on the board are 
Fred Lind, Rifle, Colo.; Lloyd Ker- 
by, Worland, Wyo.; Thomas Knight, 





Pitt Theatre Changes 
Pittsburgh. 
With acquisition of Ritz theatre by 
Loew’s from WB, Vince Aldert, lone- 
time assistant at Penn, has been 





ohn Lindsay. 

Carl Anderson plans to remodel 
pis Kalispel Orpheum to make it 
rstrun deluxer. 

Jimmy Griffith is rounding out 26 
ears of various exchange positions 
n this territory as RKO sales rep. 





George Moore Breaks Thigh 
Kansas City. 
George Moore, owner of Moore 
pee: Plzinville, Kans., hospital- 
zed with a broken thigh and ex- 
pected to spend about five months 
in a cast. Requiring a private nurse 
nd with none available, Mary 
arnie, wife of Paramount salesman 


named to manage Fifth Avenue ae ey oe. ly — 
small-seater. Russell Schirra re-| Grant. N. M. and Robert Spahn, 


places Aldert. Mort’ Fordan, WB’s 
pilot at Ritz, is taking a leave of 
absence. 

George Lefko, former manager for 
RKO here, has joined PRC as head 
of Los Angeles branch. 

John Finder, who was a student 
here at 20th-Fox about a year ago, 
named assistant manager for the 
20th-Fox International in Belgium. 

Goldye Mandell Sisser resigned 
her booking post at Paramount and 
will be replaced by George Curtz, an 
ex-GI, who recently joined the ex- 
change staff. 

Ann Liston, traveling treasurer 
with “Ice-Capades” for the last two 


Mitchell, Neb. 

Here for talks at this first meet- 
ing were Sidney Samuelson, gen- 
eral manager for Allied of Eastern 
Pennsylvania and Col. H. A. Cole, 
president Texas Allied and regional 
vice president. 


Rosewald, Bachman Feted in N.C. 
Charlotte, N.C. 
Charlotte Variety Club gave a din- 
er ril 4 at Hotel Charlotte for 
en Rosenwald of Metro branch, 
who has been transferred to Bos- 
ton, and honoring John A. Bach- 
man, Charlotte arners exchange 
manager, who becomes branch man- 





b Carnie znd a former army 





ees _——————— 


New. York Theatres 


seasons, has come in off the road to er for United Artists in Atlanta, 
resume her former post in auditing a. 
Assistant booker at PRC, has re- 
signed to get married. 
tty Mitchell, of Paramount 
a! department, has resigned. 





roadway Theatre, closed for 
renovation, opened again on 
sainaianiaiame March 29. 





Ronald Alexis 
REAGAN SMITH 


Zachary SCOTT 
ARNER BROS. PICTURE 


‘STALLION ROAD" 
In Person 
CAB CALLOWAY 


And His Jumpin’ Jive Jubilee 


IN 
e 





Charter te N. C. Corp. 





Humphrey Barbara . 
Raleigh, N. C. 
BOGART © STANWYCK The North Carolina Secretary of 
Alexis ITH State has issued a charter to: Mod- 
In Warner Bros. Picture ern Enterprises, Inc., at Greensboro, 


to exhibit pictures, vaudeville and 
other emusements of similar char- 
acter. Authorized capital stock, 
$100,000. 


“The Two Mrs. Carrols” 


With NIGEL BRUCE 
Directed by’ Peter Godfrey 





Alexander New PRC Albany Head 
Albany. 
Harry Alexander, former manager 
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here for 20th-Fox, took over last 
week as Albany manager for Pro- 
ducers Releasing Corp. 

Appointment of Alcide LzFlamme 
as manager of Warners Strand here 
announced. 

Jack Goldberg, associated with 
Metro branch office here for six 
years, returns as branch manager. 

Appointment fills office left vacant 
when Herman Ripps, branch mzn- 
ager, was made district manager of 

















DICK HAYMES - VERA ELLEN 


Carnival in Costa Rica 


A 20th Century-Fox Pleture In Technicoler 


PLUS ON STAGE— 
CONWNEE BOSWELL - BUSTER SHAVER 


Buffalo-Albany-Hartford territory. 
Leo Rosen resigned after five years 
as manager of the Strand and 17 








Bway at Sist 








THE STORY years with the Warner theatres, to be 

OFA assistant general manager of Fabian- 

WOMAN Hellman drive-ins and as partner 

IN PERSON with Neil Hellman in a string of 
ice cream stands. Al La Flamme, 

another Warner veteran, was trans- 

ane ws} | (erred from the Ritz to the Strand 
Oncuesrra| | '° replace Rosen. With the Fabian- 
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: have replied to|a series of transcriptions - 
= oe ae thrill films| film, which the pace yin a In Charlie Chaplin's 
L | with a pledge to eliminate them at| ; ri j d isi 
a & _ ¥ a | along with his other advertising | “MONSIEUR VERDOUX" 


PETERS SISTERS - Extra! JACKIE MILES 
ROXY 3i"5 
50th St. mel 











Hellman Drive-Ins, Inc., Rosen will 
concentrate on exploitation. 








NW Allied to Help Kid Mats 
Minneapolis. 





| Theatre Owners 


Thirty- 


sponsor has been more than willing 
| to pay for his appearance, with the 
| star naturally expected to plug his 
current picture. Most important thing 
left for the film flackeries is to spot 
the appearance as near as possible 
|with the film’s opening to take full 
advantage of the plug. 
Better Cooperation Now 

That brings up the problem that, 
until solved, proved the chief thorn 
in the side of both the networks and 
film companies. Networks until re- 
cently had been consistently opposed 
to hitch-hike plugs, or the practice 
of a star plugging a picture in which 
he doesn’t appear. Led by 20th- 
Fox, the company which first formed 


} 
| 


has been the chief proponent of this 
type of advertising, the studios 
finally convinced the nets they were 
entitled to the plug. They pointed 
out that they had spent millions in 
building an actor into a star name, 
with the radio show getting the con- 
sequent advantages for only the cost 
of the actor’s appearance. Studio 
thus claimed the right to have a star 
plug somebody else’s film if one 
of his own was not then in current 
release. 


Illustrative of the tremendous 
proportions which radio plugging has 
reached is the 20th campaign on 
“Alexander’s Ragtime Band,” top re- 
issue on the company’s current re- 
lease slate. Under the joint efforts 
of ad-pub chief Charley Schlaifer 
and studio publicity boss, Harry 
Brand, 20th has spotted plugs for 
the film during the current week on 
10 of the top-rating shows in radio, 
which have a combined Hooperating 
of almost 200, meaning that each 
radio listener will probably hear at 
least one of. the shows. “Lux Radio 
Theatre” teed off the campaign Mon- 
day (7) night with a dramatization 
of the script, starring Tyrone Power 
and Alice Faye from the film, alon 
with Dick Haymes, Al Jolson an 
Dinah Shore. Since most of the high- 
rating shows now originate on the 
Coast, the campaign was inaugurated 
by Brand, but the homeoffice staff 
has matched him Hooper-point for 
point in lining shows for plugs. 


Twentieth works under the policy 
that radio publicity is no substitute 
for regular advertising and vice 
versa, according to radio publicity 
chief Irving Kahn, but that the two 
can substantially implement each 
other. Steering away from spot com- 
mercials on which most of the other 
companits have concentrated, 20th 
stresses the integration of subtle 
plugs for a film in as many radio 
shows as it can get and, Kahn de- 
clared, the idea has paid off. Com- 
pany tries to reach as many shows 
as possible, including the daytime 
programs, -inder the assumption that 
their combined impact is something 
that shouldn’t be sloughed off. 


For Example 

Indicating the type of plugs 20th 
spots is one coming up in Ralph 
Edwards’ “Truth or Consequences” 
Saturday (12) night on the NBC 
web. Show has a listening audience 
of more than 20,000,000, according to 
the Hooper survey. Kahn lined up 
a stunt involving two soldiers just 
out of a hospital who were taken to 
see “Carnival in Costa Rica” at the 
Chinese theatre, Hollywood. Duo 
phone their wives on the show to 
discuss the film, with the wives sup- 
posedly being at home in Pasadena. 
Instead, they're at the Hotel Roney- 
Plaza, Miami Beach, with the 
soldiers’ amazement supposed to 
supply the laughs. As a reward, the 
soldiers join their wives at the hotel 








North Central Allied Independent | 


for the plug it got. “Carnival,” of 
course, also gets plugged handsome- 
ly and at very little cost to 20th. 
Kahn emphasized that there’s no 
payoff to any show for a plug. 





= Sanat ; 
“tons, most companies now provide 


accessories, 


| 


a radio publicity department and | 


t : Started 
picketing houses of this six-theatre 


circuit when they alleged memberg 
of their union, Motion Picture The. 
atre Managers & Assistant Managers 
Guild, were unduly fired because of 
union activities, 


Under terms of settlement it's eX 
pected that a 50-hour week. 





) IMpare 
tial arbitration and setting of mine 
imum salaries ($70 for managers 
and $40 for assistants) wil] 


_ b 
granted to the striking managers. , 








No Pix Shortage 


Continued from page 5§ L 
with the company counting on 14 
pix. Next in line is UA with 19 
slated. Other majors are as follows 
20th and Metro, 9 apiece; Parameunt, 
8 (including 3 Pine & Thomas ac. 
tioners); RKO, 7; Universal, 6 (in 
cluding 2 British films); and WB, § 

Eagle-Lion, now operating at a 
steady pace, has 3 American and 2 
British pix set. Republic plans @ 
features, 1 outdoor musical in color 
and 4 westerns; Monogram, 7 fea- 
tures, 4 oaters plus 1 special through 
Allied Artists; and PRC, 11 features 
and 3 westerns. 

With the main distribution provi. 
sions of the decree stayed there 
won't be the expected slowdown in 
releasing which was formerly pre- 
dicted by sales execs. Moreover, 
diminishing extended first-runs have 
jolted schedules into a faster pace to 
keep showcase screens working. Sev- 
eral companies, including Metro and 
Paramount, have hiked their releas- 
ing pace during the past three 
months, and that speedup will be 
felt, it’s said, during the quarter 


coming up. 





Marathon Picts 


Continued from page 7 
and no stories have been definitely 
chosen for the tee off, he said, and 
added that the initialer will prob- 
abiy have a South Sea locale. De- 
claring that “the industry needs new 
blood,” Brandt said that the four 
films projected by the youthful 
group would run around $100,000 
to $200,000 each. 

In addition to his film activities, 
Satenstein asserted he'll produce 
“The Righteous Are Bold” next fall. 
Play, by Frank Carney, was done 
at the Abbey theatre, in blin, Eire, 
land, a season or so ago. Eddie 
Dowling, he said, may co-produce, 
star and direct it. He's also mulling 
a revue to be offered next season 
with his partner, Richard Kollmar. 

Associated with Kollmar for the 
past two years in presenting legit 
shows, Satenstein’s most recent ven- 
ture was “The Greatest of These,” 
which opened and closed on the 
road. A Max Wylie drama, put on 
with Edgar Luckenbach, Jr., and 
Richard Krakeur, play is now be- 
ing rewritten and may emerge 
again later this year, he disclosed. 





Don't discard cherished. 
costume jewelry be- 
cause of damage. Pins, 
earrings, bracelets, 
pearls fixed like new! 








with the latter paying all expenses | 





For exhibitor uses on local sta- | 
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Safety catches and 
stones. Restringing and 
replating. 
All work done by expert 
craftsmen and uncon 
ditionally guaranteed. 
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Disks usually comprise 
15-minute dramatjzations from the 
film, along with musiéal spots if its 


one- theatres agreed to exhibit only | 
films found stitable for children by | 
National Board of Review and Chil- | 


Agent: JACK WEINER 
8979 Sunset Bivd., Hollywood, Cel. 
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. dren’s Film library. |a musical. Since the dramatization | —_——_=== ————— 
The Academy Award Picture! meats CITY MUSIC HALL —_———- \is dubbed onto the record aan the Las: 
Winner of Nine Academy Awards! sounanemer Gunter Germain Named Can. Prod. Chief |soundtrack, however, it seldom OUTOOOR Now Specializing 
RONALD COLMAN in SS aN ge Montreal. , sounds technically good. Most con- | (euGaaSuIal in Refreshment 
> xermain, [0 er veepee . > aid : ; A 
“THE LATE GEORGE APLEY” $| Quebec “Products Corp., elected | the mucie mg Ore: bas been on | AAMC oncessions for 
introducing PEGGY CUMMINS president, replacing Paul LAngiats, | and, with many ray echt 
A 20th Congary-Fox Pict radio producer and co-founder with |" “ Stations playing recorded (a ae DRIVE-IN THEATRES 
— ea Germzin of QPC. . music most of the day, this form of 

The Musle Hail's Great Easter Stage Show} | L'Anglais will stay on as execu- | transcription has been found to pay |, SPORTSERVICE, Inc. sacons 10s 

tive producer and member of board. | off best. IHURST BLDG. BUFFALO, N. ¥ 
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s Dickering to Re-air Winchell, 
Other Net Shows, Cues New Setups 





Implications of a deal wherein? 
an indie procured top network 
shows for prompt rebroadcast have 
been trade talk-as a result of re- 
ports that WNEW, N. Y., was dicker- 
ing for rights to rebroadcast the 
Walter Winchell airers. 


Deal is about set, even to a start- 
ing date, announcement being held 
up pending signing of contracts, But 
papers have been drawn up by 
Robert W. Orr, agency for Jergens, 
Winchell sponsor, with inking due 
momentarily. 


Station’s plans involve not only 
procuring Winchell, but also such 
programs as “Information Please,” 
“Can You Top This?” “Fibber Mc- 
Gee & Molly,” and Bing Crosby. If 
Hildegarde and Judy Garland go on 
wax, they’re wanted too. Idea on 
Winchell is to rebroadcast him at 
10 p.m. Sunday nights, an hour after 
his 9 p. m. net airing, on the theory 
that thousands in the Greater New 
York area who missed the live 
broadcast would tune in for the re- 
broadcast. Other top programs 
might not necessarily be aired the 
same night as on the nets, but on | 
other nights as well, possibly even 
spotted against a weak net show. 


Contemplated deal (or deals) has 
set tongues wagging because of 
variety of angles involved. Station 
obviously regards the Winchell deal 
as not only important in itself, but 
also (with its 25/26 point rating) 
making the time before and after 
the rebroadcast very valuable. 


Station doesn’t expect to pay any- 
one for the rebroadcasts, and re- 
portedly will attempt to get paid 
for airing them because of the com- 
mercials involved. To get the bail 
rolling with the first one or two, 
however, it’s believed the station 
would be willing to make conces- 
sions. 

Rebroadcast of most shows hasn’t 
been feasible because the union 
costs have been so high. On waxed 
programs, however, this difficulty 
would be eased. The Bing Crosby 
show, which is already transcribed 
and thus paid for, would require 
only payment for an extra outlet. 
On the live shows, where a “Fibber 
McGee & Molly” might be too ex- 
pensive for rebroadcast, because of 
labor charges, other airers might 
not be. Talent item on the Winchell 
show reportedly wouldn’t' cost 
WNEW anything, Winchell appar- 
ently wanting nothing extra. No 
unions are involved on such pro- 
grams as “Info Please” and “Top 
This?” 

As to waxings, several transcrip- 
tion companies have big names like 
Eddie Bracken and George Jessel on 
shows, or top mysteries like “Philo 
Vance” which mzy be added to the 
lineup the indie has in mind. 

Effect on the networks, if shows 
are rebroadcast by WNEW, has 
caused comment, the general feeling 
being that they'll holler like mad. 
Agencies apparently are strong for 
the idea. The shows are owned by 
agency and sponsor rather than net, 
Suggesting the possibility of nets 
having to own their talent or shows 
henceforth. 

Indies have been doing pretty well 
against the nets in the daytime 
(WNEW, for instance, ranking sec- 
ond among N. Y. stations, net or 
otherwise, in the 8 a. m. to 8 p. m. 
period). After 8 p. m. the indies 
have no programs to match the big- 
time net shows. Rebroadcast of net 
evening shows, however, would 
give them an “in,” to compete with 
the networks nighttimes and fur- 
ther cut down disparity between 
indies and nets. 

Rebroadcasts of shows isn’t new 
with indies, although shows from 
other stations or with top names 
haven’t been used. WMCA, N. Y., 
for instance, about eight years ago 
did two hours of evening repeats, 
rebroadcasting morning and after- 
noon serials at night. 


Derr Vice Dolan at CBS 


Job of assistant director of sports 
at CBS, vacated last week by Jimmy 
Dolan, goes to John J. Derr, North 





_ b ] e _—e * 

Scripters’ Silver Lining 
Young & Rubicam, agency on the 
International Silver account, is in 
the market for original scripts for 
“Silver Theatre,” the summer re- 
placement show for “Ozzie and Har- 
riet.” 
Agency will plunk down $500 for 
acceptable scripts in the ligh comedy- 
romance vein, Ed Duerr handling 
show. 


Y&R’s Big Time 
- Borden Pitch 


Fate of Young & Rubicam’s Bor- 
den billings still continue in doubt, 
with the agency last week pitching 
like mad to hold the account. With 
the client’s Ginny Simms show going 
off at the end of the season, Y & R’s 





|radio braintrusters have come up 


with a summer show idea which it 
hopes will be the clincher in retain- 
ing the Borden biz. Replacement 
show as auditioned last week got 
an enthusiastic okay from the Y & R 
Plans Board, and will be presented 
to the Borden people this week. 
Agency-prodiced program, tabbed 
“The Big Time,’ was conceived by 
Lester Gottleib, head of Y & R talent 
dept, and had a vaudeville format. 
Georgie Price emcees the _ show, 
with Ray Block’s orch background- 
ing the turns. Idea is to spot an old- 
time vaude fave, along with a new- 
comer, on each program, for a “Then 
and Now” showbiz sequence. Audi- 
tioned record spots Irene Bordoni 
along with Gordon MacRae. Danny 
Seymour is the announcer, with Ed 
Duerr directing. 

Show is packaged at $5,000 weekly. 

Meanwhile, Kenyon & Eckhart, 
which is making a bid for the Bor- 
den biz, has reportedly also audi- 
tioned a show for the client built 
around a “Western Theatre” idea. 





‘BLACKIE’S’ SWITCHEROO 


Broadway producer Richard Koll- 
mar, who is Dick in “Dorothy and 
Dick” on WOR (N.Y.) and “Boston 
Blackie’ in the mystery show of 
that name on WJZ (N.Y.), soon will 
do both roles at the former station. 
“Blackie,” sponsored by R & H 
Beer, will shift from the ABC flag- 
ship to Mutual key station May 
7, moving into the Wednesday 8:30- 
9 p.m. spot following “Can You Top 
This?” Segment js being vacated by 
“It’s Up to Youth,” which has lost 









“THIS IS KLZ, DENVER!” 


GLEN MARTIN 


As important as any program on 
KLZ are the voices that speak for 
it and its sponsors. Glen Martin is 
one. of KLZ’s chosen voices and an, 
able emcee on several local preduc- 


tions. 
KLZ, DENVER. 


FCC Nixes CBS On 
Contract Change 


Washington, April 8. 

The FCC last Friday (4) nixed a 
request of CBS to wipe out its rule 
limiting network affiliation contracts 
to two years. The rule was adopted 
in 1941 as part of the FCC’s chain 
broadcasting regulations, and was 
designed to place individual stations 
in a better bargaining position with 
the nets. 

Irony of this particular request, 
however, is that it came from the 
CBS. Affiliates’ Advisory Board, 
which went on record Jan. 28 in 
N. Y. in favor of longer net con- 
tracts. 

The CBS affiliates charged that 
the two-year limit on net contracts— 
with permission to enter into affiliae 
tion agreements six months prior to 
commencement of the contract itself 
—raises “unnecessary uncertainties” 
in station operation and in contract- 
ual commitments. The stations told 
the Commission the present rule 
puts them on a “transient basis” 
which requires frequent negotia- 
tions of affiliation agreements and 
expenditures of time and energy 
that could be better devoted to im- 
provement of their broadcast sched- 
ules. 


Dinah Shore’s Ford Tribute 


J. Walter Thompson, agency on 
the Ford-Dinah Shore CBS show, in 
a last-minute format switch on the 
program tonight (Wed.) is devoting 
the entire half-hour to a tribute to 
Henry Ford, who died Monday 
night. 











its sponsor, 


Comedy sequence will be dropped, 





Washington, April 8. 

Fate of radio stations in the na- 
tion’s capital—where the number of 
AM stations has jumped from six 
prewar to a total of 12 presently on 
the air—is being closely watched 
by FCC and the NAB as an index of 
the changing economics of broad- 
casting and what may be happening 
in like situations all over the country. 

Big question is whether or not the 
advertising dollar here can be 
stretched to take care of twice its 
prewar load, with still more stations 
on the way. For Washington has a 
potential of 14 standard stations 
authorized, 10 independent FM’s and 
four video stations, all of which 
should be on the air in the next 12 
months. 

Already the days of easy money 


the effect that a couple of the new 
daytime stations in town are on the 
block. None of them will admit it, 
but few do deny that some spots 
are being sold for $1.50 to $3.00 a 





Carolinian who has been on sports 
chief Red Barber’s staff since last 
September. Since January Derr has 
been editor of Barber’s 6:30 p.m. 
sports strip. 

In 30 wartime months in the 
China-Burma-India_ theatre, Derr 
edited sports for the CBI Roundup 
and did a weekly sportscast for the 
BBC outlet in New Delhi. After the 
Armed Forces Radio Services was 
formed, he did several broadcasts 
for that unit. 


throw and program rates on the new 
daytimers have been pared drastic- 
| ally. 

| Some of the newcomers are “spe- 
| Cializing,” while others are merely 
| trying to divide the existing audi- 
lence. Chief among the specialists is 
| WQQw, the only new daytimer 
'within metropolitan Washington and 
the most significant operation in day- 
_time radio. WQQW’s specialty is 
|classical jazz and longhair music, 
| which accounts for 80% of its time 


are past and rumors are flying to« 


Dotted D.C. Stations Setup Watched 
By FCC, NAB as Nation's Weathervane 


‘on the air. Station is at once a “cause 
celebre” among its loyal listeners 
and a “bete noire” to the ad agencies 
and some of the other stations in 
town who claim it can’t possibly 
make enough money to stay in busi- 
ness. 


WQQW made its debut in a manner 
calculated to endear itself to the 
listening audience it wanted to at- 
tract but not to the ad agencies. Sta- 
tion has a policy of limiting com- 
mercials to four an hour and sep- 
arating all of them by programs. 
Under this arrangement, WQQW is 
not as much in the chips as some of 
the other radio infants in the sub- 
urbs but is “well over the halfway 
to our goal,” according to manager 
Ed Brecher. 

Station, however, picked up its 
first slice of national spot business 
beginning yesterday (31) when 
Chesterfield signed for-18 plugs a 
week. Frequently the station’s spon- 
sors, knowing the longhair music 
audience which WQQW attracts, by- 
pass their commercials to let the 
station play a concert through. with- 
out a break. 


Concert Piteh 


cher, is to attract listeners who 
normally keep their radios silent 
;during the daytime. WQQW isn’t 
| trying to divide the present audience 
|but to pick up new listeners, Its 
audience will always be small, but 


(Continued on page 34) 





WQQW’s pitch, according to Bre- | 


Conservatives To Seek CBC Probe 
On Charge of Political Favoritism 





Set Haymes Replacement 


Ruthrauff & Ryan, agency on the 
Dick Haymes Auto-Lite CBS show, 
has set as a summer replacement 
Parker Fennelly in “Lawyer Dan 
Tucker.” 

Haymes goes off for the hot 
weather period on June 12, 


FCC Seeks Out 
Oh WBAL Ban 


re “es  Washington;“pril 8. 

FCC hopes ‘for a court hearing 
here next Monday (14) on its -long- 
standing fight with William Ran- 
dolph Hearst over the Blue Book 
criticisms of Hearst’s prize clear- 
channel station WBAL, Baltimore. 
Commission last Friday (4) asked 
that a three-judge court be convened 
to dismiss a six-week old injunction 
which has prevented the FCC from 
going ahead with a scheduled hear- 
ing on the WBAL license renewal. 

Commission’s point was that Judge 
T. Alan Goldsborough who stayed 
the hearing at Hearst’s request had 
no legal authority to enjoin an ad- 
ministrative agency of the govern- 
ment from holding a hearing. 

Controversy stems from Blue 
Book comments criticizing Hearst’s 
operation of WBAL as “over- 
commercialized.” Hearst claims the 
criticisms are unfounded and are 
prejudicial in its bid for a renewal 
license. 

Situation is complicated by the 
fact that newsmen Drew Pearson 
and Col. Robert S. Allen are compet- 
in for Hearst’s channel on the 
e that their operation would 

e more in the ublic interest. 
WBAL/’s position is that Pearson and 
Allen put in their bid only as a re- 
sult of the Blue Book statements and 
when those are corrected the duo 
will bow out. 

In the meantime, Pearson and 
Allen are sitting tight and have not 
entered the court fight, preferring to 
let the FCC and Hearst battle it out 
alone. If the injunction is dropped, 
their counsel will bid for a competi- 
tive hearing within 30 days, it was 
reported. 


CBS Comes Up With New 
‘On Tap’ Dramatizations 
On Historical Events 


CBS has auditioned a half-hour 
dramatic show which has already 
excited considerable enthusiasm and 
ponsorship nibbles. Titled “CBS 

as There,” it’s an on-the-spot cov- 
erage of top events in world his- 
tory, such as the assassination of 
Lincoln, the discovery of America, 
etc., with all the modern techniques 
of documentary, actuality broad- 
casting applied to the dramatiza- 
tions. Programs hew strictly to fac- 
tual data, with the exception that 
“CBS was there” with modern 
recording equipment, etc. 

Record cut at CBS last week, 
scripted by Goodman Ace and Rob- 
ert Shayon, dramatized the Lincoln 
assassination, with Ned Calmer, 
Quincy Howe and other network 
newscasters - commentators partici- 
pating. Aside from entertainment as- 
pect of show, CBS is of the opinion 
it’s got the sock educational format 
of the year. 

Series is based on idea suggested 
by Ace, who normally functions as 
supervisor of the web’s comedy pro- 
gramming division. 


Drake, ‘Hollywood Story’ 
Neck-&-Neck in Race 


Virtually neck-and-neck race is 
being waged by Galen Drake and 
“Hollywood Story” as they go into 
the back stretch in an unusual com- 
petition to wear Kellogg Bran’s 
colors on the full ABC network. 

Sponsor is testing the shows as 
simultaneous 11:30 a.m. strips on 
split hookups, “Hollywood Story” 
going on the eastern ether at the 
same time Drake is aired by western 
Stations. Twin offerings have just 
entered their second 13-week cycle 
with “Story” half a length ahead 
Hooper-wise, 5.0 to 4.5. 

Winner is slated to be picked in 














June, via Kenyon & Eckhardt 
agency, 


Montreal, April g 

Attempts on the part of opposition 
members in the House of Commons 
are again starting to put the skids 
under the Canadian Broadcasting 
Corp., government-owned radio net 
which acts as both policeman of 
Canadian radio and operator in Op- 
position to Canadian indies, 

This year CBC is in for a rougher 
time than usual if events last wee, 
in the house are any indications 
One of the most significant of these 
events, which points up the shape of 
things to come, is the Statement 
Tuesday (2) by Arthur Smith, Pro. 
gressive Conservative, that the op- 
position would this year again punch 
away for the establishment of an 
Andependent,.begy to stand between 
CBC and the indies that are in com. 
petition with the government net. 

Smith’s statement came when 
Revenue Minister McCann (minis. 
ter responsible for CBC to Parlige 
ment) moved adoption of his resolu. 
tion to set up for the present session 
the special house committee to deal 
with CBC and other radio matters, 

Among the 25 named to the radia 
committee under McCann’s resolus 
tion there are 15 Liberals, the other 
10 being divided among the opposie 
tion groups. Last year’s radio come 
mittee also had a majority of gov- 
ernment members (Liberals) and the 
subsequent pushing through at the 
end of the session without debate of 
some of the radio committee’s rec- 
ommendations led to the charge that 
the radio stuff was being deliber- 
ately railroaded through by the 
government, 

The committee will begin func- 
tioning soon after the Easter recess 
ends April 14. 

Among the chief things that the 
committee will have to deal with 
are: freedom and multiplicity of 
news commentators; expansion of 
overseas service; extension of biline 
gual stations in western Canada; 
state of private and CBC stations; 
and amount of control by CBC over 
the indies. 

Last point is about the touchiest of 
all, the indies having claimed fof 
years that the CBC is taking advan- 
tage of its dual position of Canadian 
radio czar and operator to use unfai? 
competition tactics against them. 
Result of dual role, indies claim, ig 
that any move at expansion is 
curbed by CBC. 

In the past, efforts of the Canadian 
Assn. of Broadcasters have brought 
negligible results due to (1) lack of 
unanimity among CAB members in 
deciding tactics to fight CBC; and (2) 
fear by many CAB members of fight 
ing CBC because of possible increase 
ing CBC restrictions. This year, 
however, the indies will have the 
active help of the official oppogition 
in Parliament who will be able t¢ 
fight the indie battle without fear of 
consequences. 

One point that will certainly take 
up much of the committee’s time is 
the question of the Federal Com- 
munications Commission which, it is 
charged, has failed to exercise con- 
trol over broadcasting and allegedly 
has been unable to check the fevere 
ish increase in broadcasting licenses. 
The result, it is claimed, is that 
many of the benefits for Canada of 
the Havana pact have been, or one 
will be, destroyed. Bands suppose 
to be kept clear for Canada are re- 
portedly being so crowded on either 
side that receiving licenses in many 
areas have no value. 


STORER, ADAMS SHOWS 
SHAPE UP FOR SUMMER 


Two new shows being cut this 
week as possible summer replace- 
ments. One, tabbed “Frankie an 
Johnny,” spots Frankie Carle an 
Johnny Morgan in a_ half-hour 
musicomedy format. It’s a Doug 
Storer package, with Ken McGregor 
directing. ; 

Other show, “Gramps,” slanted in 
the “One Man’s Family” vein, may 
go into the Amos ’n’ Andy Tuesday 
night NBC slot as a sustaining filler. 
Karl Jampel is the writer, with 
show based on idea by Bob Agams, 
national production mgr. of NBC. 


ACKERMANS ON LEAVE 


Harry Ackerman, Young & Rubi- 
cam radio veepee, and his wife fly 
to Jamaica April 16 for a month's 
vacation. 

Mrs. Ackerman (Mary Shipp) has 
just been signed for a permanent 
role in the Milton Berle-Philip Mor- 
ris NBC show, playing the role of 
Mrs. Berle. She'll be written out of 











the script during the vacation period. 
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the script mills of the radio indus- | 
try, sounded a booming “Aye!” this | 
week to the proposal of the Radio | 
Writers Guild to call a strike against 
the four major networks. In regional | 
meetings Monday night (7) in New 
York and Hollywood the sentiment 
favoring a walkout was, as expected, 
almost unanimous, with like action 
scheduled Chicago last (Tues.) 
night 

While there was no immediate in- 
dication from RWG spokesmen as to 
when the actual strike call, affecting 
some 1,500 writers, might come, na- 
tional executive secretary Roy 
Langham reported yesterday (Tues.) 
that the guild’s strategy committee 
will meet next Monday night (14), 
“or possibly sooner,” to map further 
action. 

Effect of an RWG call upon its} 
scribes to let their typewriters cool 
would be almost immediate in the 
gase of many top network shows. | 
Guild claims the script 


in 





stoppage | 


Swank Picketing 


Picturesque details hinging on 
the possibility of a writers’ strike 
in radio are already reported, to 
wit: 


Elaine Sterne Carrington has 
ffered to throw open her 
ockefeller Center penthouse 


apartment as a meeting place 
for other soap opera queens. 


CBS Nix on Allen 





Puzzles Trade 


Fred Allen will pinch-hit for 
Lowell Thomas on the latter's NB 
airtime tonight (Wec.), but the 


comedian isn’t going to sub for the 
news gabber on-CBS. Why NBC 
ean afford to let Allen take on such 
a stand-in stint and CBS cannot— 
other than that he is an NBC star— 


would ngt be long in crippling prac- | has some puzzles, and others doing 


tically all of the major programs. 
Other Guilds Pledge Support 


a burn. 
It ail dates back to last October 


Action of the RWG has the full | W2en Thomas and H. V. Kaltenborn 


organizations. In a three-hour east- 
ern regional meeting in N. Y., at 
which more than 350 members over- 
whelmingly endorsed the strike 
lan, pledges of complete support 
were voiced by Oscar Hammerstein 
{I, president of the Authors’ League 
f America (parent group of RWG); 
Richard odgers, prexy of the Dra- 
atists’ Guild, and Christopher La- 
ony prexy of the Authors’ Guild, 
“IT feel you'll find 
nity and support among your fel- 
ow writers of the other guilds,” 
odgers assured RWGers. He par- 
ticularly stressed the importance of 
guild shops in the networks. 
Screen Writers’ Guild, via tele- 
ram from Hollywood, also pledged 
00% support, declaring it would 
(Continued on page 36) 


‘Clearance’ Problem On 
Hour-Long CBS Dramat 
Poser to Network Execs 


The new Fletcher Markle 60- 
aang dramatic series which bows 
n on CBS April 26 may present 
something of a “clearance” problem. 
While the network figures that per- 
haps the only way to buck up 
against the Hooper-leading Fibber 
and Bob Hope shows on NBC is to 
resent a sock-hour-long dramatic 
stanza in the Tuesday night 9:30 to 
0:30 segment, there’s a little ques- 
ion of getting the affiliates to clear 
0 minutes of prime evening time 
for sustaining programming. 


It’s conceded that a station selling 
either the first half-hour or the sec- 
ond half for local programming isn't 
going to latch on to half of the net- 
work show, unless the new series 
was scripted in such a manner that 
each half-hour would be an entity 
in itself, 


Just how many of the affiliates 
will bypass local sponsorship coin to 
tag along on the hour-long weekly 
network sustainer is something the 


ene” boys are trying to figure 
ut. 


CBS STILL SHIFTING 








» TTS NIGHTTIME SHOWS. 


CBS is still in the process of shift- 
ng around nighttime shows. With 
the Frigidaire “Man Called X” show 
Rew spotted in the Thursday 10:30 
P.M. segment, Camel cigarets is mov- 
ing the Vaughn Monroe program 
from Saturday 7:30 to the 8 o'clock 
slot vacated by Frigidaire. 

8 Switch will put the Saturday 7:30- 
Period in the “for sale” column, 
along with Saturday night 9-9.30 


(trom which “Hit Parade” is exiting) | 
and Friday night 10:30-11, which | 
relin- 


Eve rsha “ . ” 
sharp (“M as 
Quished, aisie”) has 


| 


and wholehearted backing of allied | 





nothing but | 


teamed up in a stiff-necked attempt 
at levity to give Allen’s seasonal 
debut a sendoff, It was agreed at 
the time that Allen would be avail- 
able as a stand-in for Thomas at 
some later date, as a return cour- 
tesy. Recently the eommentator has 
been touring the west and it seemed 
appropriate to set the Allen fill-in 
for a date when Thomas would be 
between stops. 


Early last week the stint was 
calendared for April 9, when the 
newsman expected to be traveling 
from Denver to Chicago. Sun Oil, 
his NBC sponsor, gave a go-ahead. 
CBS, on which Thomas is sponsored 
by Procter & Gamble, also cleared 
the deal, But 24 hours later Colum- 
bia had a change of heart. Network 
said they had expected the sardonie 
NBC fave to do a minute or two 
guest shot on one of Thomas’ 
stanzas, but ~— no idea of letting 
him take over the full quarter-hour 
on his own. ho knows what 
Allen, fast on the adlib, might pull? 
He might, it was apparently rea- 
| soned, irritate Thomas’  serious- 
pomery listeners. Anyway, CBS 
nixed the whole thing. 

The action sparked bitter gripes 
around Compton, agency for P&G, 
with CBS being denounced as duck- 
ing an agreement on a technicality, 
turning thin-skinned and cautious 
since the William L, Shirer hubbub, 
etc. But CBS was adamant. Final- 
ly, Compton offered, and CBS ac- 
cepted, a safe substitute—Hugh Gib- 
son, Republican bigwig, pal of Her- 
bert Hoover and former U. 5S. en- 
voy to Belgium. Gibson had subbed 
in previous years for Thomas. 

Feelings weren't improved, how- 


(Continued on page 34) 


MBS, CBS 1947 BIZ 
STEADY NOSEDIVE 


In eontrast to the lush period in 
early 1946 when {t was riding high 
and wide with record billings, Mu- 
tual’s gross time sales figures for 
February and March of ‘47 have 











of the three-times-a-week Coca-Cola 
show and other programs that 
exited, in recent months, accounts 
for the decrease. 





$2,130,879 for the same period in 
‘46: while March ’47 sales amounted 
to $2,074,747, contrasted with the 
$2,442.141 chalked up in March of 
“46. 
CBS Feb. Biz Off 

CBS billings for February of this 
vear again took a nosedive in con- 
trast to the gross time sales racked 
up for the same period last year. 
Figure for February *47 was $4,875,- 
564, whereas the network grossed 
$5.072,287 during February in ‘46 

January billings 
totalling $5,452,955, also represented 
' 4 $200,000 drop over the same pe- 
lriod in "46. 





vy 


TIGHT-ROPE 





ACT 





Around network headquarters in 
New York last week the attitude 
toward.a possible writers strike was | 
one of mixed emotions. Executives | 
hoped a strike would be avoided but 
frankly admitted that Monday's (7 


strike vote (a foregone conclu- | 
sion) could lead in due course to 


a walkout of staff writers hand-in- 
glove with a boycott of networks 
and agencies by freelancers perhaps 
within the next few weeks. What 
would happen, how the webs would 
expect to provide program service 
without Radio Writers Guild mem- 
bers, was described as anybody’s 
guess. Best prophecy was that there 





taken a considerable nosedive. Loss | 


Mutual's billings for February ‘47 | 
totaled $1,850,142, as compared with | 


for Columbia, | 


would be lots of music and lots of 
out-of-town pickups, 
Networks will negotiate with the 


Radio Writers Guild on the question 
of freelance writers only when and 
if the Guild goes to the National La- 
bor Relations Board and has itself 
“eertified” as the legal bargaining 


BET W XT STRIKE. Daylight Saving Snafu Rears Head 
IRE OF GLIF NTS Again To Set Network Noggins Dizzy; 


CBS To Copy ABC, MBS Delayed Shows 





Open the Door, H. V. 

Radio’s Twenty Club, 
which has itS annual meeting 
this Friday (11) at the Harvard 
Club, N. Y., was confronted with 
a dilemma, because of the dozen 
or so femme members. How to 
admit the women into the sacred 
ertals of the strictly-male club- 
seviias osed a problem to H. V, 
eg club prexy. 

Latter finally obtained an okay 


-Year 


—but with explicit instructions 
as to how the femmes must enter 
the building. Elaborate blue- 
print has 


sone gut to the women, 
detailing fre labyrinths through 
which they'll be escorted by the 
headwaiter, at one point the 
instructions reading: “Enter 





unit. This has been bluntly stated to | 
i|RWG representatives. The latter, 
however, are apparently of the opin- 
ion that this is not the best strategy 
for them. Instead Monday’s strike 
vote, actually a membership vote of 
confidence, das decided upon even 
jwhile the four networks were “in- 
|vited” to sit down and talk freelance 
working conditions on the Guild’s 
lown claim of jurisdiction, 

The webs have agreed to meet 
with the Guild, and this meeting 
itakes place tomorrow (Thursday) in 
ithe NBC board room at 30 Rocke- 
\feller Plaza. It may be the first and 
last meeting for the webs say they’ll 
stick to their demand the Guild se- 
cure Labor Board certification. RWG 
ihas been asserting for some months 
|now that they have 90% of all radio 
freelancers in their ranks. 

It’s no secret around Manhattan 
radio row that the networks cannot 
open negotiations effectively without 
Federal law support. Otherwise 
they'll face widespread attacks from 
their stations, clients and advertising 
agencies that they are folding up 
and giving the writers a closed shop 
walk-in. Webs are still smarting 
from the tongue-lashings they took 
from affiliates some months ago 
when they surrendered, to AFRA’s 
so-ealled “secondary boycott” pro- 
viso aimed at local stations declared 
unfair to the actors union, 

Won’t Pledge “No Strike” 

Meanwhile, and quite separate 
from the freelance issue, the nego- 
tiations for a term contract (the 
ye covering staff writers at ABC, 
‘BS and NBC, has been snail-pacing 
along for the past several months. 
Last week the Guild suggested that 
industry-wide negotiations be 
dropped so that the Guild could 
meet with the respective networks 
| individually. 

The webs accepted this change 
and meetings were set up on three 
suecessive afternoons, starting at | 
'CBS. Considerable progress was 
jreportedly made until the writers’ 
delegation balked 100% at inclusion 
of a “no strike” clause, a clause 
which had been part of the earlier 
contracts for staffers. In succession 
each network informed RWG that 
without a “no strike” pledge the new 
contract offered nothing to the com- 
panies in return for the concessions 
granted the union. On this issue ne- 
gotiations broke down. 


LS/MET Goes to College 


Intercollegiate Broadcasting Sys- 
tem has sold a series of spots, featur- 
ing Jack Benny's Sportsmen's Quar- 
tet, to the American Tobacco Co, on 
26 of its campus stations, Deal, which 











Sholis Vice Coulson 


lounge through door in rear of 
sofa...’ 





The daylight 
around the corner and the 
dept. boys on the major networks, 
mindful the multiple clearance 
headaches of last season, are girding 
themselves for an even worse run- 
ning-around-in-circles semester. The 
webs are anticipating plenty of 
squawks, but frankly admit there's 
nothing much can be done about it. 

Because of the additional hour 
differential, the revival of daylight 
Saving in the first postwar summer 
last year brought in its wake a dis- 
ruption of schedules and a wave of 
protests from network affiliate sta- 
in the midwest and the 
Coast. In rural areas it raised havoc 
with farmer schedules, and on the 
Coast, with the four-hour instead of 
three-hour differential, nobody was 
particularly happy about getting a 
7:30 (edt) nighttime show at 3:30 in 


saving snafu is just 


service 


of 


tions on 


the afternoon. 

Broadcasters brought the matter 
up at the NAB convention in Chi- 
cago last fall. Subsequently the 
NAB, along with other organiza- 
tions, tried to interest Congress in 


doing something about a uniformity 





Show Due in Sept. 


Coca-Cola, which dropped out of | 
network programming some months 
| back due to the acute sugar situ- 
ation, cancelling out its $3,000,000 
annual billings as represented In the 
Morton Downey daytime show and 
the three-times-a-week “Spotlight 
Bands” program, is eoming back in 
September. 

Coke outfit is planning a $10,000- 
$12,000 budgeted half-hour night- 
time musical show integrating the 
top features of both the Downey 
afternoon show and “Spotlight.” 
Which means permanent dropping 
of the Downey _ cross-the-board 
afternoon show in favor of concen- 
trating network activity on once- 
weekly nighttime show. 

However, Coca-Cola won't return 
to Mutual in the fall. Instead the 
D’Arey agency, which handles the 
coke account, is eying Friday night 
on CBS. In addition to Downey, 
plan is to pact a name orchestra for 
the stanza and show will travel, as 
in the case of “Spotlight Bands,” to 
tie in with the bottlers’ merchandis- 
ing plans. However, Coca-Cola and 
not the bottlers will pay the freight 
for the full cost of time and talent. 

Return of Coca-Cola to the air 
wif inaugurate a five-year expan- 
sion program during which the com- 





pany will invest $750,000,000 in 
vending machines for coke dis- 


tribution, 


HACKETT EAST FOR 
MCA, ROCKFORD WEST 


Hollywood, April 8. 

Decision was finally reached at 
MCA last week on the transfer east 
of either Hal Hackett or Mickey 
Rockford. The call went to Hackett 
and he led%es in two or three weeks. 
Rockford will make a one-week call 
at the New York office and then 
geturn here permanently. 
' Two weeks ago it was Rockford 
who was slated for the N. Y. staff 
but he apparently convinced MCA 
that his importance to the firm lies 
in his continued operation here. 








As WHAS Gal. Mgr. 





represents $3,750 in gross time sales, 
covers three spots a day on each of | 
‘the 26 stations, five times a week, | 





for a five-week period beginning | 
April 14. 
| Account was placed through) 


| Foote, Cone & Belding with Avery- | 
| Knodel representing IBS. Sale is in- | 
‘teresting vs attempt of American 
| Tobacco to aim for leadership in the 
U. &. college market with its Luckies, 
in a field Chesterfields has 
jbeen the No. 1 smoke. ‘ 


where 


| of 


;} $on, 


Louisville, April 8. 
Victor Sholis, executive secretary 
the Clear Channel Broadcasting 
Service, Washington, last week was 


in time. A couple of bills went into 
the hopper but that was the end 
of it. 


ABC and Mutual, which have no 
prejudice about transcribing shows, 
partially overcame the situation by 
inaugurating a delayed broadcast 
system, so that many shows hit the 
midwest and Coast at the same hour 
they wereheard in the east. As a 
result they’re going to reprise the 
stunt this summer. NBC and CBS, 
which hold no truck with tran- 
scribed shows, bore the brunt of 
affiliate squawks. 

Now CBS wouldn't be averse to 
yielding on the delayed broadcast 
idea—to feed Coast stations. Since 
there’s no provision in its contract 
with AFRA and the Aemrican Fed- 
eration of Musicians, the network 
has petitioned the union for consent 
to take shows off the line and feed 
the Coast stations via delayed broad- 
casts from a ceritral (L.A.) point. 


If the CBS plan goes through, it 
will be the network’s first step 
toward relaxing its policy on tran- 
scriptions, 


Programs pushed back an hour 
from the 6 to 7 p.m. slot will be 
transcribed for broadcast along the 
Coast network of seven to 13 sta- 
tions between 8 and 10 p.m. The 
platters spun in Hollywood will be 
fed the hookup, marking the first 
time that commercial programs air 
along the net via wax. Same treat- 
ment will be accorded daytime 
shows in the summer spread be- 
tween 7:30 and 8:15 a.m., their repeat 
time being between 11:25 and noon. 

(Continued on page 32) 





GP's ‘Aldrich’ Budget 


Gets Upped to $13,500 


New contract has been worked 
out with General Foods for its 
“Aldrich Family” NBC show, with 
package now pegged at $13,500 a 
week in place of previous $12,000. 
Ezra Stone is down for a reported 
$2,000 a week; Jackie Kelk for $1,- 
000, with $1,500 allotted weekly fer 
the script and $2,000 weekly for 
Clifford Goldsmith, creator of show 
(although he’s no longer writing it.) 
Young & Rttbicam is the agency 
on “Aldrich,” which is packaged by 
Wm. Morris office. 
Show, incidentally, takes a hiatus 
this summer. 


Away From It All 














named general manager of WHAS, 
following retirement of W. Lee Coul- 
because of ill healt!. Coulson is 
now on vacation in California. ® 

Sholis will assume his new duties | 
within a few weeks, or until such | 
time as Clear Channel hearings, | 
which require his presence in Wash- | 
ington, are consummated and Sholis 


| will be available for his new assign- | 


ment, 


Another radio actress in the 
$25,000-$30,000 a year bracket has 
decided to quit the field to live out 
of the country. A couple of months 
back Mercedes McCambridge quit 
New York to join her husband and 
child in the West Indies. 

Now Leslie Woods is also scram- 
ming the Manhattan radio scene to 
spend a year with her husband, an 


architect, in Italy. 
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Indies Battle Nets In D.C. for Vantage | 
Points On Congressional Hearings 


Washington, April 8. ’ 
With all bars now down on bring- | 
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There is an almost constant flow 























Nix On Love-&-Kisses 
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committee hearings and the nets) ° | Not that I'd care to call cenflict the highway to a Hooper. But it's 
breaking their necks to air verbatim Roosevelt Stock Swite possible that the lack of it can route a show -into the bog of mediocrity. 
testimony of hot sessions, indie - Ant in Awrtl & | | Because conflict presents a challenge. And we always try to meet . 
WWDC called on the Radio Cor Ver me rae k M been | | challenge with our best effort. 
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+t} "Ings : ) ating f here ' ; | 
i adeastl he earings. Co., operating KA } if Elliott those who consistently ignore the client's wishes commit the same of Se 
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st on to join the nets in broad- Roosevelt: his former wile, Mrs. Clients arent alwavs wrong Artists aren't always right Ani ent 
{ } yf Johr I Lewis’ Ruth G Roosevelt Eidson Charles oe _ . sf fe > C ? bs 
, Ret See nS are te “one ; 3 aren't the only ones who make silly suggestio: 
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ti yy r first pioneer pick- | yesterday (7) that he will expect or ly 
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the stations on allocation of equal responsible. 


° : one 
ticipants included her fellow femme 


another, 


each will soon be compro- 


get ere Spee “i attiete ‘ mising with his own ideas anc cing ad 1 “sjO} , the y’ 
time for all points of view. Sen.| «jt is, in my opinion, one of the gabber, Martha Deane, and Miss} thoy hts Tn on, instes % 4 venga Sythe gypons ay of the others 
Glen Taylor (D., Ida.) took to the | many heritawes from the days when - sd pes <0 gg one s -" en, as ead of having productive conflict, based on definite 

Re Fe + BRriday , : : + agi ‘sian eatlys < er, ard. | points of view, we'll have the sort of bi-part a} ae as oP 
2 ‘ther last Friday (4) at 10:45 : Nidies ental pundiniictiane ela : : a é SC of bi-partisanism that dulls the cutt 
NB¢ ether last Fr . a ‘2 |publie office was considered private Miss Beatty joined WOR in 1940| edges on every point of vier va! } i ing 
p.m. (EST) to attack the President's |property. I feel confident that the athe = emeeeh: sleet om. Biles tg y point lew, leaving opinions to be moulded by the 
proposed $400,000,000 loan to Greece |}, Gadcasting industry must regard te ag ID ; "| WOrway stretch of appeasement. 
I “ < as . a . B« ane'’c . “e ; =e a : . at : é 
and Turkey. He was given the time this not only as a nuisance, but as Deane S program A perfect example of this is the result of bi-partisanism in vovernme t 
’ . Pils ae oe ’ . miare a " . vatare »WwS- ' at a , : ‘ I . 
when he pointed out to NBC earlier |, very expensive nuisance. I am In private life the veteran news- | When Democrats try to think like Republicans and Republicans try to 
heb ainr ad atund tent ¢\* 7. See *y eT paperwoman, editor and commenta- | understand Democrats. it'll onlv be ; ors pe 
that since it had aired testimony o informed that the normal cost of the | , t} + f Will Saut ™ ats, Iti} Only be a matter of time before the cats and 
t< ¢ ‘ { . . tor was the wile Oo liliam sauter, | mice get on this same ba: r} , ; 
rotagonists of the loan, it should |. . eat gd po acl : ) lis same basis. When this happens. we're going to have te 
J ee oe ve radio time utilized would be ap actor, who was. “Bill” on her broad- | Jook around for < Bae. ut ; lap} t ‘ to 
do the same thing for opposition | ,oximately $30,000 ; { or someone to invent a better mousetrap 
~ : é Y dV, . ~aofc iss satty “Ss gaine 5% 4 yu ur radi 
witnesses. Since NBC didn't air bulk |" «ijwever. this use of free radio | °° ts. Miss Beatty first gainec Same way with our radio set-up. 
: : se © ° ne a) od y str ‘Ou , 
of the opposition testimony, as an time has come to be accepted, and | prominence as a globe trotting re When no, one stands so Strongly for his side that he'll fight for it 
‘rnative it gave Taylor himself : saa : rear ee detrie- Te porter for the San Francisco Bulle- | against an opponent who feels just ac <trancly ; aad et? 
alternative it gave eyes, ee so long as the present Administra- |,;. ; y * , eels just as strongly that he right, we're all 

RRS ‘ ;sO ‘ong as we pres . \tin in World War I days, when she! ready for séme character ; . “ae ite: 

time to attack the loan. ition remains in power, I see no ‘pos- | battlefront grr presse ns character to come along who's stronger than each of 
sitesi } Bete wy Kise coverec pbattlefronts, anc ater for | em and anvxi : . 
— : sibility of any change in that situa- | « we , . ee oe ¢ anxious to push them both out of the way and take over. 
Violence Threats Nix a ‘ | Good Housekeeping and Hearst’s| This way artist. sponsor and the 


ition. I believe I would be justified | 
“ ® in asking on behalf of the Repub- | 
Charleston Gullah Airer lican Party that an equal amount of | 
Raleigh, April’8. | free time at a comparable period be | 

The threat of personal violence to | allocated to us. I assure you it would | 
an elderly Charleston woman si- 'be used for proper political purposes 


| International magazines. 


Still later 
she was editor of McCall's. She co- 


s Let’s keep scrapping! 
authored a play, “Jamboree,” which —— 


lps 


mercial radio to something much more one-sided. 


public could Jose competitive com- 








ran on Broadway in 1932. 
Participants in the WOR memorial 


KMBC COMPLETES KC. 





Jenced a radio program built around |— not as an excuse for extracting re- breadcast Monday included Alfred ; 
. ay “ery 1. : - - J. MecCosker, board chairman of 
the ancient Gullah dialect. The | jyctant campaign contributions from ; = aa a Pea 
BS ge ona : il . Hah ; . WOR: Harry Hershfield, Walter 
broadcasts, being presented by Mrs. ‘the pockets of office-holders. aa ; cease’ Whaainiie x | 
Maria Ravenel Gaillard, were can- | ampaen, Dorothy inackery, pu Kansas City, April 8. 


celled by John M. Rivers, ay lrequest, but I think in all fairnesg 
WCSC, at Charleston, w hen it €- \[ should let you know that I do no 
came known that several anonymous ‘foreclose that possibility if future 


telephone callers ha@ threatened |developments should, in my opinion, 
Mrs. Gaillard. PPS st ‘justify such a request.” 
One caller, when told that she 











_uted $5 170,889 in time and talent for 
| veterans broadcasts. This represents 
a return of 4,700% on our original 
|outlay. At no time,” he told the com- 
'mittee, “have we (VA) spent a single 
cent for time on the air or for talent 


of any kind.” 


Programs consisted of stories and 
cially those on“the sea islands off the Veterans Investment 
language scholars have traced its|,. Serre 
\from Veterans Administrator Omar 
Neither Rivers nor Mrs. Gaillard |Committee, details of which were 
|earmarked $109,821 for purchase of 
= are scripts ike. I >t 
Application for still another radio Sere oe One ae ew Be ee 
ment Co., producer of “Ice-Capades” 
ciates. One of them is Tom John- 
Remaining members of would-be | 
to say that the recorded 
Brewers Assn.: Daniel and Michael |! 
dealers; N .K. Parker, in investment | aired a total of 5,000 hours for the 
KQV newscaster and publisher os | sponsored by CBS in cooperation 


planned a broadcast Saturday, said: | ° e 
“Well, you better not. If you do, Bradley Praises Radio 
you will get your mouth slashed.” | F ‘4 R ’ 
legends told in Gullah, the dialect of or 100%, eturn On 
some Low Country Negroes, espe- 
South Carolina and Georgia coasts. Washington, April 8. 
It contains some African words, and The radio industry won high praise 
rowth from African slaves brought ‘ F : 
eh during pre-Revolutionary pont [. Duntiey <0. ee. senent Uatmeng 
*|\before the House Appropriations 
. ‘ 
ae offer any reason for the released here last week. 
‘2 Bradley explained that VA had 
John Harris in Station Bid | :ecoraing’ equipment, platters 
Pittsburgh, Aprils. | "°° 25 public-relations men to pre- 
: for that investfhent, he said, “th 
station here has been filed by John | ee ee Peay: = 
H. Harris,- head of Harris Amuse- 
and owner of local pro hockey and 
basketball teams, and group of asso- 
son, part-owner with Bing Crosby 
and others of Pittsburgh Pirates. 
broadcasting syndicate are Mead |chief Charles A. Dillon, Bradley 
Mulvihill, president of the State | went on 
;series “Here's to Veterans” is now 
Parish, construction equipment | on 99 local stations and has been 
business: Austin Sigler, owner of | first seven months of this fiscal year. 
Allied Asphalt, and Dick Cook,|“Assignment Home,’ a program 
Bulletin - Index, local newsmag| with the VA, won the award for the 
weekly. |“Best Public Service of 1946.” 


“I do not at this time make that | lisher of the N. Y. Post. and Bill | 


and | 


radio industry has already contrib- | 


Using info supplied by VA radio | 


Last minute signing of a new wage 


poms agreement by KMBC last 





i 


NAB Sets Up Two Groups 


For Final Action on New 
Program, Standard Codes 


a unEneneesene 


| *5 week ar 

Martha Deane as Successor eliminated any possibility of a strike | : Washington, April 8. 

| Martha Deane probably will be of four radio stations which had |. Ph€ NAB Standards of Practice 
/permanently assigned to the WOR , been threatened by AFRA, Union | C°'™mMittee is now stripped for ac- 
| (N.Y.), spot left open by the sud- | had voted a strike at a meeting held | tion on a new code, the details of 
iden death of Bessie Beatty. The earlier in -March and had an-| “ich will be presented to an NAB 


| §tation, meantime, will seek a new | nounced it would be put into effect 
;} woman commentator to take over | at WDAF, WHB, KCKN and KMBC 
Miss Deane’s 3-3:30 p.m. five-days- unless new wage agreements were 
/weekly chore. | Signed by April 1, ' 
| For the present, Miss Deane will HB, KCKN and WDAF com- 
j;assume a heavy schedule of air |pleted new contracts the week pre- 
| time, handling both her afternoon | vious with a regular wage for an- 
half-hour and Miss Beatty’s 10:15-11 | nouncers set at $80. The agr 
; } ers seta e agreement 
a.m. stanza. Her daily double stint | with KMBC, where the top previ- 
|started yesterday (8). jously had. been $75, calls for the 
| Martha Deane is a house name | same scale. In addition an increase 
/which has beew worn since 1941 by |Of about 25% in fees was worked 
/Marion Young. Her predecessor in out for members of the KMBC 
\this role was Miss Beatty. The | Artists Bureau. It was the workin 
original “Martha Deane” was Mary | out of provisions for these ~~ 
Margaret McBride, now with NBC. | formers which had delayed atamin. 
Station hasn't indicated whether it | tions at KMBC. ‘ 
has any prospective femme gabbers As at the other stations, writers at 
in line as yet for the afternoon strip. | KMBC aré included in the new ¢ 
|tract; a regular 
| week was set for the scribblers, 
The new contracts run for a year 
and are retroactive to March 1, 1947, 


con- 





Philly’s ‘Mr. & Mrs.’ Owl] Show 
Philadelphia, April 8. 
A new “Mr. and Mrs” show, feat- 


uring Jerry Gaghan, Philadelphia Don Roberts, executive secretary of 
{Daily News columnist and drama |A4FRA, said about 55 people are af- 


critic, and his wife, will go on the | fected by the wage hikes. 


| 
air beginning next Monday (14) over a ie algae — 
WIBG. | 4 h 1 Bo d’ 

The sow, tabbed “Midnight at the C 00 ar $ FMer 
Gaghans,” will start at that hour. Hollywood. April 8 
The 15-minute program will include Los Angeles now has its first 
theatrical reviews, chats with per- ! local government-controlled- radio 


sonalities, and gossip about 
delphians, 

| Show sponsor is Al Berman cloth- 
jing store, and producer is Milt 
, Shapiro, who recently set up a radio Call letters of new educational FM 
| packaging company in Philadelphia. ) Outlet will be KCRW and it will 
|Zibman agency placed the progtam. ; probably pe ready in six months 


Phila- | station in the making. The FCC has 


granted a construction permit to the 
/School Board of Santa Monica, part 
of L. A. County. 


wage of $65 per | 


board of directors meeting in May. 
As result of a code committee meet- 
ing in N. Y. last week, Robert Swe- 
zey, Mutual veepee and chairman of 
'the NAB code group, announced 
formation of two subcommittees— 
one to draft commercial standards 
and a second to take care of pro- 
gram criteria in the new code. 

Members of the subcommittee on 
commercials are John M. Outler, 
WSB. Atlanta; Harold Fellows, 
WEEI, Boston, and Eugene Carr, 
WPAY, Portsmouth. Program stand- 
ards will be drafted by Edgar Bill, 
WMBD., Peoria; Wilson Gray, CBS, 
and Walter Damm, WTMJ. Milwau- 
kee. 

At the same time, Swezey urged 
all broadcasters to submit code rec- 
ommendations to the NAB 
quarters in Washington. 


head- 


? ° vs 
A&C’s Benefit Disk 

Abbott & Costello have recorded 
jtheir baseball routine, “Whos on 
/First?”, on a single disk for Enter- 
|p) ise Records. They've also prepared 
a special disk for radio presentation, 
and are offering same gratis 10 pro- 
|gram directors for airing on stations. 

All proceeds from sale of record 
in stores go to the Lou Costello Jr. 
|Youth Foundation, founded i” 
i'memory of Costello’s young son te 
aid in battling juve delinquency. 
Release date on the radio disk 35 
April 14. 
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Radio-As-Is & Radio-As-Should-Be 
Boys Mobilize in Opposite Camps 


Radio’s two camps of thinking be-#? = 


came a little more sharply divided 
during the past week. The radio-is- 
all-right boys turned out en masse 
Thursday (3) to hear their spokes- 
man, NAB prexy Justin Miller, in- 
tone that the industry can get along 
without a czar, thank you; it is al- 
ready doing a better job than the 
Government, schools, churches or 
newspapers. On the other side of 
the firing line, the radio-is-in-a- 
dangerous-mess faction called a for- 
mal mobilization to “combat the 
current drive against progress in ra- 
dio.” 

The latter forces, spearheaded by 
the radio division of the New York 
State chapter, Progressive Citizens 
of America, with Norman Corwin as 
division head, will hold a “Crisis in 
Radio Conference” at the Hotel 
Capitol, N. Y., April 19. Speakers 
will include FCC Commissioner 
Clifford Durr, radio commentator 
Frank Kingdon, PCA _ national co- 
chairman Walter White, who is 
president of the National Associ- 
ation for the Advancement of Col- 
ored People, and Mrs. Sidonie M. 
Gruenberg, director of *the Child 
Study Assn. Announcer Ben Grauer 
also will share in the meeting’s early 
program. 

Two central topics of the session, 
which will run from 1 to 6 p.m., will 
be “Whose Air?” and “What Are We 
Going to Do About It?” Special 
subjects will include treatment of 
labor and minorities on the air, net- 
work handling of news, radio’s cul- 
tural efforts and the- launching of 
liberal stations. 


Call for the conference treats ra- 
dio’s “crisis’ as an accepted fact, de- 
claring it has been heightened lately 
“by the high rate of mortality 
among liberal commentators, the 
menacing attacks of the FCC, the 
one-sided assaults on labor over the 
air, the un-American glances now 
being cast at the industry by Rankin, 
et al., and the intensified economic 
pressures on radio writers, actors, 
directors and technicians.” 


‘Action Program’ 


Corwin will project “an action 
program” for consideration by the 
500 representatives of radio labor 
groups and civic organizations ex- 
pected to attend. 


The defenders of radio-as-is heard 
Judge Miller slap down the czar 
proposal at a N. Y. Radio Execu- 
tives Club luncheon. On hand to 
hear him express their sentiments 
were so many broadcasting biggies 
that the affair had to be held in the 
Roosevelt hotel’s biggest ballroom. 

“My present judgment is that a 
czar technique in radio is not de- 
sirable,” said the NAB chief. “A 
measure of self-discipline is indi- 
cated,” he admitted, but he pointed 
out that NAB even now is starting 
to work on the drafting of new 
standards of practice. In summation 
he concluded: “I think we can take 
sufficient steps to continue in the 

erican way.” 

He felt, however, that the drafting 


(Continued on page 36) 


CBS DELAYS SLOTTING 
~ SCRIPTER TO BBC POST 


_After some months-.of transatlan- 
tie dickering, the deal is off for Vin- 
cme McConnor, Staff writer with the 

BS Division of Program Writing 

New York, to go to London for 

Be orary trick with the British 
ae casting Corp. The latter usu- 
oo has at least one American script 

riter on the staff at all times. 

PR cacn Madden had acted for BBC 

_ Regotiations with McConnor. 
riginally it had been planned to 
fon _. CBS writer take leave 

Vemibe pril through October or No- 
with a This would have coincided 

tery London production of Mc- 
ever” S stage play, “A Joy For- 
inner! uncertainties at the Eng- 

Cidine = resulted in McConnor de- 
ot : that new time period would 

in with his own commit- 








Not In the Running 
Baltimore, April 8. 

NBC's broadcast of the 57th 
running of the Preakness Stakes 
at Pimlico May 10 won’t include 
the traditional pre-race words 
of greeting from Maryland’s 
governor—if the racetrack’s op- 
erators can help it. 

The new governor, William P. 
Lane, Jr., has gone on record as 
opposing horse-racing and the 
Pimlico crowd is afraid hizzoner 
might consider the Preakness 
airing a good opportunity to get 
in a few licks against the sport 
of kings. Up to the moment, 
however, there’s no decision one 
way or the other whether the 
governor will be invited. 

Bill Stern and Clem McCar- 
thy will handle descriptive and 
race-calling chores on the 
broadcast, which will be spon- 
sored for the second year in a 
row by Sterling Drug, a Balto 
outfit, for Bromo Seltzer. 








Truman Tough 


Slant Confusing 
In Red Time Sale 


Washington, April 8. 
The White House’s drastic purge 
of Communists and “subversives” in 
Government, coupled with what ap- 
pears to be a new drive by 


radio stations throughout the coun- 


it was learned here this week. 

Several radio lawyers reported 
that they have received letters and 
wires from clients asking whether 
they should give or sell time to the 
Communist Party in view of the 
Administration’s new “get tough” 
attitude. At the same time, some of 
the station men report requests 
from the CP to buy time on a reg- 
ular contract basis. Seldom, if ever, 
they report, is the CP asking for 
handouts of time. One lawyer said 
that his clients believe the CP is 
starting its radio campaign now in 
anticipation of next year’s elections. 
The lawyers are advising the sta- 


(Continued on page 36) 


Elec, Workers (CIO) Buy 
Leland Stowe for Gab; 
Eye Affiliate Reaction 


United Electrical Workers (CIO) 
has brought Mutual time for a 15- 
minute weekly commentary which 
will bring Leland Stowe back to the 
airlines. UEW stanza tees off April 
23 in the Wednesday evening 7:30 
segment, but there appears some 
doubt among Mutual execs as to how 
many affiliates stations will hook up 
for the commentary. 

Mutual notified the stations of the 
UEW-Stowe program over the week- 
end and says it will have a good 





station reaction. Web brass is in- 
clined to think some stations wont 
like the idea of a union sponsoring 
a commentator. 

At any rate Mutual takes thc po- 
sition it's not within the web’s prov- 
ince to turn down the union's bid for 
sponsored time. 

The commentator spot was re- 
portedly offered to and turned down 
by William L. Shirer, who quit CBS 
last week. Latter is in poor health 
and plans entering the hospital. 


TOM RUCKER TO KMBC 
Kansas City, April 8. 

Tom Rucker, promotion director 
of WKY. Oklahoma City, has re- 
signed his post to take over as di- 
rector of press relations and pro- 
motion for KMBC. ; 

Rucker succeeds Ed Shurick, who 








ments. He'll string along at 485 
n avenue, 


has resigned to join Free & Peters 
{in New York. 


D AY 








OUAPO AND GAGS 
DUE FOR INGE 


NBC is giving serious considera- 
tion to the question of breaking up 
the long-run of daytime serials. It’s 
pretty much agreed that a continu- 
ous run of 16 soap operas for four 
solid hours is overloading a good 
thing. Network execs, it’s reported, 
have been won over to the need of 
reforming the daytime schedule and 
present plans call for a break after 
every third program. 

Such a reshuffle would mean the 
substitution of musical, comedy or 
other types of shows, and how the 
sponsor reacts to such an alignment 
is not one of the pleasant prospects 
facing the web hierarchy. Serials 
are among the best merchandising 
movers on the airlanes and their 
cost per thousand listeners is profi- 
tably low. 

The whole question of daytime se- 
rials and other program reforms 
have been kicked around at all stops 
during the past month in the cross- 
country tour of NBC execs, who 
have been meeting with affiliates of 
the network, with programming 
topmost on the discussion agenda. 
Final determination of the problems 
and sentiments gathered on the tour 
will be resolved by NBC and its 
affiliates at the September meeting 
in Atlantic City, two days before the 
annual NAB conclave. 

The censorship hot potato was also 
tossed into the laps of the NBC 
execs on their nationwide tour by 
the station owners, with indications 
that NBC’s cleanup squad is going 
to work. It now looks like what’s 
coming up in the way of purifying 
pet routines and borderline gags 
will send a shudder up the spines of 
the web’s comedians. The question 
of what to do with comics who skirt 





try, has some licensees in a stew,/the country the 


idea by the end of this week as to | 


the | the edges of good taste was brought 
Communist Party to buy time on | 


up at virtually all meetings. 
As the NBC junket moved across 
complaints con- 


decided something- would have to 
be done to placate the protestants. 
So when Niles Trammell and his 
official family return to their New 
York base later this month some 
means of reforming the offenders 
will be worked out and a general 
“desist” order go out to the zanies. 


To Suffer Alike 


Most of the affiliate station owners 
were pretty much in agreement as 
to which wrists should be slapped, 
bud NBC can’t afford to single them 
out, so the just and unjust must 
suffer alike. It’s no secret that Bing 
Crosby's recent “Heli” crack on the 
Jack Benny show didn’t help to 
soothe matters any and was fre- 
quently mentioned as one of the 
overt acts. 

Another innovation on the puni- 
tive side will be the chastisement of 
comics who let go with a blue gag 
or otherwise abridge network pol- 
icy. Instead of fading out the audi- 
ence for 10 seconds after the in- 
fraction is caught, an announcer will 
be standing by at another mike to 


explain why the show was dis- 
solved. 
This, the network believes, will 


serve a double purpose by letting 
the listener in on why the show 
show was faded and an ignominious 
blow to the ego of the offender. 
Knowing that such offensive tactics 
might impair. his audience, the 
comic will think twice before ad- 
libbing any questionable cuties. 








Who Censors Whom 


An ironic postscript to the 
William L. Shirer affair at CBS 
concerns Freda Kerchway, editor 
of The Nation, who was a mem- 
ber of a committee that came to 
call upon William S. Paley and 
Edward R. Murrow. Committee 
protested that CBS had “cen- 
sored” Shirer. 

The very next week The Na- 
tion omitted Lou Frankel’s ra- 
dio column for the first time, al- 
legedly because he handled the 
Shirer incident from a point of 
view not unfavorable to CBS. 


FCC to Set Up 
Flying Squad 
On 400 AM Bids 


Washington, April 8. 


FCC will be unable to fulfill its 
pledge to process by May 1 all the 
bids for new AM stations which 
were filed before Feb. 8—when the 
Commission slapped its three-month 
freeze on new applications in a last- 
ditch effort to catch up with its 
heavy backlog of station requests 

According to reports here, the 
Commission hopes to have decided 
or at least set for hearing all the 
complicated engineering cases by 
the May 1 deadline. However, this 
still leaves about 400 bids for local 














tinued to mount and the chain brass | 


tions which will be largely un- 
touched by May. 

As FCC promised earlier, the 
freeze on new bids will be lifted 


| May 1 and newcomers will be given 
an equal break with those applica- 
tions which have not been either set 
for hearing or granted by FCC at 


that time. This means that any 
standard broadcast bids not decided 
by May 1 lose their priority 
standing. 


According to present plans, the 
FCC will release the first large 


applicants this week and will have 
taken some action by the end of the 
month on all 300 of the more com- 
plicated engineering bids before it. 
About 100 of the total will be set 
for hearing and the other 200 given 
grants, it was reported. 

The 400 requests for daytime or 
local channel operation still pending 
will get the attention of a “flying 
squadron” of top FCC engineers 
and lawyers beginning in mid-May 
or early June and are expected to 
be decided by August 1 at the latest. 


Sponsor Wants Newman, 
So Bill Berns Exiti 
WOR All-Nite Disk Gab 


WOR'’s (N. Y.) all-night disk-gab 
chore is going to Eddie Newman, 
who recently has been handling a 
similar stint over weekends for WJZ 


(N. Y.). He has also spun platters 
for WAAT (Newark), WPAT (Pater- 








KEYSTONE STATE MAY GO 


INTO BROADCASTING BIZ 


Harrisburg, Pa., April 8. 
There’s a possibility that the state 
of Pennsylvania may go into the 
radio business—if the Legislature, 
now in session, approves the idea. 
Under a measure offered in the | 
House, the state would sponsor a | 
“School of the Air” on its own state- | 
wide FM network. Minus advertis- 
ing commercials, the network would | 
be established under the jurisdiction 
of the dept. of public instruction to 
broadcast programs of “an educa- 
tional nature” to schools throughout 


the state. 
Rep. Robert D. Fleming, Alle- 





gheny, sponsor of the measure, 
would appropriate $825,000 to finance 





the program. ' 


son) and WBYN (Brooklyn). 

It's not a case of WOR being dis- 
satisfied with the job being done by 
Bill Berns, who took over the old 
Barry Gray stanza several weeks | 
ago. But the 2-5:45 am. segment 
has been sold as a package to Alda 
Products, Jersey plastics firm, with 
the sponsor given a choice of disk 
jockeys. And Alda wants Newman. 

Newman, who takes over the show 
April 20, will soup it up with wire- 
recorded spot pickups, guest inter- 
views, quizzes, etc. He'll start stanza 
sustaining, with sponsor to pick up 
tab in the near future. 


Hartford Co-Op Eyes FM 
Hartford, April 8. 
Hartford Consumers Cooperative 
Assn., has revealed plans for an FM 
Station here, to be operated by the 
Consumers’ Broadcasting Corp. 





¢ UP WASH 


Divided Views on Shirer-CBS Feud: 
His Former Defense of Web Recalled 


channel operation and daytime sta- | 


batch of grants to fulltime station | torg’ 


} 
} 


4 Pro-and-con debate in 'affaire 
| Shirer continued unabated last week 
in Manhattan radio circles. 
William L. Shirer resigned from 
the CBS news staff, ending a 10- 
year association during which he 
wrote his best-selling book, “Berlin 


Diary.” The end came after a seven- 
day furore when Shirer, reacting to 
his removal from the Sunday after- 
noon news spot, long sponsored by 
J. B. Williams, but now dropped by 
that company, sounded off in news- 
paper interviews which 
CBS with arriving at 
because of advertiser 
seph Harsch, accounted in the trade 
as “liberal” as Shirer, was appointed 
to succeed him in the Sunday niche, 
now sustaining. 

The incident produced a series of 
carefully-worded statements from 
CBS. These amounted to a flat de- 
nial that the decision was based 
upon advertiser pressure or bias. 
But meantime various efforts by 
friends of Shirer were made to stir 
up a general clamor against the net- 
work, It succeeded in part, although 
many fellow-commentators shied 
away from the fuss, seeing it as a 
weak “cause celebre.” CBS had 
stressed that Shirer was still an em- 
ployee, would be reassigned, and 
had not been removed but trans- 
ferred. Shirer finally resolved this 
oddity by quitting. It’s understood 
he’s been in poor health anyhow, 
and plans entering a hospital. 

Those around New York with long 
| memories recalled that when Cecil 
| Brown le‘t CBS three years ago in 


| 


|a clash with Paul White, then head 


charged 
its decision 


pressure. Jo- 





of the CBS News De artment, it 
| was Shirer who stood up at an 
| Overseas Press Club luncheon and 
| defended CBS news policies and 


ethics against what had been a free- 
for-all attack by various commen- 
tators against the web. Shire final- 
ly found himself in a strange box 
when he himself invoked the sym- 
pathy of his colleagues and publicly 
rapped his bosses. 

Efforts were made a week ago 
to organize a picket line at 485 
| Madison avenue but nothing came 
| of this plan. The radio commenta- 
own professional association 
was due to air the case, presumably 
with Edward R. Murrow, his whilom 
boss and longtime friend, facing 
Shirer in person. As reported, CBS 
takes the position that Harsch as a 
“working” newspaperman * would 
strengthen the Sunday afternoon 
session which had been too much a 
rehash of the N. Y. Times and N. Y. 
Herald Tribune. 

Shirer’s defenders have made 
much capital of his rating, 6.9, which 
.is just ahead of “Harriet and Ozzie” 
on the schedule. They have also 
pointed out that Shirer was one 
of the few commentators lately op- 
posing President Truman’s Greek 
policies. CBS, however, sticks to its 
statement that the only criticism 
against Shirer was based on the 
style of his talks, not their content, 


Analysts Group Mulls 
Editorial Proposals 
For FCC Submission 


Radio commentators, through a 
special committe@ of their Assn. of 
Radio News Analysts, are mulling 
a list of proposed recommendations 
to pe submitted to the FCC for con- 
sideration in any revision of the 
Mayflower decision. ARNA group is 
headed by George Hamilton Combs, 
of the WHN (N. Y.) news staff. Other 
members are Cesar Saerchinger, 
NBC newscaster, and Paul Schubert, 
until recently with WOR (N. Y.). 








Recommendations drafted by the 
three-man committee will be given 
a once-over by the association's 


Washington contingent before being 
filed with the FCC. perhaps within 
a week or so. The proposals wil! bear 
particularly on the editorial attitude 
of radio analysts. Specific recom- 
mendations are not expected to be 





disclosed, however, until the day 
they are submitted. 
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(Excerpts ‘from a letter written by Ted Collins to Kate Smith on the 9th Anniversary of her program, ‘Kate Smith Speaks’ ) 


dear Kate: 





As you know, I’m not a man to look back, to retrack, to dream, 
as it were, about the what-might-have-been and what has been 
accomplished. But this morning when we got the “Off-the-Air,” I 
couldn’t help but reminisce a little bit... 


You know, Kate, your show “Kate Smith Speaks” is, T think, one 
of the most unique things in American radio. Sure, I've said that 
before and pulled out surveys to prove it. But this morning I tried 
to figure out why. 


Let me tell you what I thought... 


Here you are, after nine years, the highest-ranking daytime per- 
sonality in radio—not to mention a 15-time leader among the nation’s 
ten most popular shows—a woman heard by more Americans than 
any woman in history. Why? A lot of smart people have worked 
on that question, but here’s what a fairly simple Joe thinks... 


There’s something as basically American about you, Kate, as apple 
pie. Iknow. I’ve stood in the doorways and among the crowds when 
thousands and hundreds of thousands clamored—and still do—to see 
you and hear you. And I’ve heard old women and young men and 





little girls say one thing always, “Gee, she’s like us!” 


I think that’s it, Kate. It’s a contagious sort of thing that must be 
in the land and the air of this country of ours and you caught it, and 
I don’t think there’s a cure. Part of it is what newsmen tried to put 
into words when they said that our Army, Navy, Marine and Coast 


Guard boys and girls won the hearts of the world’s millions during 
the war. 


You're a sort of nice clean breeze, Kate, in a world of pretty 
mixed-up ideologies .. . or whatever most “advanced” thinking is 


called. Yet, you're no Pollyanna. I've listened to you give the 
Government heck for something stupid, but, Gosh, you did it in a real 
American way. All the time it was, and is, as if you were saying ta 
a neighbor, “Look, Charlie’s lost three calves this year and the hired 
man’s seeding’s no good. Let’s fix it. They’re just mistakes.” 


That's what the people want, Kate; a deep-down, good-humored 
belief in the country in which we live, in their language. Somebody 
to fix what we have, when it needs fixing, not to find a substitute. 
Somebody who says, “Gosh, it’s a grand land and if people mess it 
up once in a while, let's fix it.” 


People like that. It's American. You’re America, Kate. 


And they like you because they can sense the “realness” of your 
show. They don’t expect “names” and frou-frou. If you ask me, 
they’d resent them. They know they can always turn to your com- 
petitors for that kind of stuff... but it seems that most of them don’t. 


I think General Foods—and its agency—sort of felt like this when 
they picked you long ago to launch and sell 16 of the best-known 


products in America today. 


As ever, 


Note: “Kate Smith Speaks,” featuring Kate 
Smith and Ted Collins, will be broadcast 
coast-to-coast by the Mutual Broadcasting 
System beginning Monday, June 23rd. 
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LONG LIFE AND MERRY ONT: 

(CBS Documentary Unit) 

With Van Heflin, John Randolph, | 
Grace Coppin, Karl Swenson, 
Martin Wolfson, Hester Sonder- 
gaard, others 

Writer: Howard Rodman 

Director: John Becker 

Producer: Robert Heller 

60 Mins.; Fri. (4), 10-11 p.m. 

Sustaining 





WCBS-CBS, N. Y. 

CBS on Friday (4) put on the sec- 
ond in its series of hour-long docu- 
out 


mentaries, this time cancelling 

“It Pays to Be Ignorant” in order to | 
slot the show in prime evening time. } 
On this occasion the network con- 
cerned itself with the health of the 
nation, and in a fact-packed pres- 
entation appropriately titled “A 
Long Life and a Merry One, the 
CBS Documentary Unit drove home 
the story of the nation’s deficiencies 
in both prevention and cure Like 


“The Eagle’s Brood,” the juve delin- | 
quency program which was the first | 
in the series, the workmanship was 
fine and the production compelling. 

CBS had a tough nut to crack in | 
this one. For even though the neg- | 


pee tnve | 
lect of a nation’s health can achieve | 


the same Frankenstein proportions | as 


as rampant delinquencies, the fact 
remains that in translating 
radio it didn’t lend itself to as) 
dramatic a documentary. Ne 
less, it emerged as a vivid 
arresting compilation of facts repre- 
senting the entire health picture of 
the nation. The perfect blending of 
narration and dramatic episodes did 


|} oven 


Neverthe- | Knowing how to 
and | good calls while getting rid of the 
| weak ones, quic«, 


| inconsequential 


BARRY GRAY AND BILL BERNS 
“WOR’s Corn Exchange” 

“The Answer Men” 

Day and Night 

Sustaining 

WOR, N. Y. 

Barry Gray is now on a five-a- 
week quarter hour each day at 4:30 
p.m. Bill Berns is in Gray’s former 
all-night spot, from 2 to 5:45 a.m. 
Both are answering phone calls. 
Both are working for the same sta- 
tion Both are getting nowhere fast 
regarding importance. But on the 
basis of these two shows Berns has 


| the better chance. 


In his matinee 15 minutes Gray 
listens as bored, bothered, and be- | 
wildered. Whzet else, with calls 
'coming in from 10 and 12-year-olds 
After all, from almost four hours 
every night to only 15 minutes in 
the afternoon is quite a change. Yet 
it's not as big a switch as making 
15 minutes seem like four hours. 


There’s no use kidding about it. As 
it stands, the program is a waste of 
time for the statiom and Gray. The 
latter can whip up something bet- 
ter than this but it’s got to be in the 
more than a quarter of an 
hour. 

Berns is enswering a lot of phone 
queries nightly. Still, not so many 
he might for he hasn’t learned 


when to turn the bad ones loose 


it to| The consequence is the paradox of 


his talking a lot and saying little. 
hang on to the 


will help as soon 
as he ean do it. 

The records Berns is playing are 
although the best 


much to overcome the dulling effect |thing he’s doing is reviving some 


of necessary statistics. 

The question 
show could entice and hold for 
minutes the listener who had pre- 
viously been unaware and therefore 
uninterested is something else again. 
For not all vital issues lend them- 
selves to dramatic spotlighting. 
Particularly when it is necessary to 
encompass so many phases of a 
problem. Many individual episodes 
were highly effective in driving 
home their point, yet CBS was ob- 
viously confronted with a herculean 
task in maintaining sustained ten- 
sion. 

The docurnentary was based on an 
exhaustive first-hand survey made 
by Howard Rodman. The scope of 
his delving disclosed that we are 
deficient in research; do not have 
enough doctors in rural districts; 
that no Negro doctors are accepted 
in hospitals; that poor living condi- 
tions, inadequate housing and lack of 
proper nutrition and food defeat 
what little medical care a large seg- 
ment of the population can have. 


There were other overwhelming 
truths. But above all, Rodman ac- 
cented that proper knowledge of 


preventive medical care and treat- | 
| he may or may not still have some 


ment is beyond the reach of 80% 
of the people in the country. 

That’s a big chunk of info to sell 
in one dose, yet CBS’ Documentary 
Unit injected a maximum of show- 
manship and sales talk. For the role 
of narrator, who bore the brunt of 
the 60 minutes, the network brought 
in Van Heflin. He and the remainder 
of the cast did an excellent job. 

Credit John Becker, the director, 
and Rodman as the scripter with 
fine, inspired jobs. Rose. 








THE SON OF MAN 

With Berry Kroeger, Theodore Os- 
borne, James Goss, Red Hendrick- 
son, Greg Martin 


Preducer: Guy della Cioppa 
Adapter of Text: Archibald Mac- 
Leish 


60 Mins.; Sun. (6), 1:30 p.m. 
Sustaining 
WCBS-CBS, N. Y. 

What was in essence an inspiring 
Easter radio service, was CBS’ pres- 
entation Sunday (6) afternoon of its 
hour-length Passion Play, “The Son 
of Man.” Crezted, or rather 
adapted, by the noted poet and 
Librarian of Congress Archibald 
MacLeish, the program was a 
clever, beautiful integration of Bible 
text and Johann Sebastian Bach 
music for a perfect re-telling of the 
latter days of Jesus, of His betrayal, 
torment, crucifixion ard rise again. 
Program was rarely static, and more 
often than not highly dramatic, 
while at all times it retained the 
religious quality and emotional ap- 
peal of both the Gospels ind the 
sacred music. 


What MacLeish did here was— 
except for the introductory re- 


real old disks every night around 4 


of whether such a/a.m. Otherwise, he’s gracious enough 
60 | to his callers. 


Actually too much so. 
Listening to him for any length of 
time becomes like having a stick of 
peppermmt in your mouth. 
there long enough your stomach may 
start to turn. But Berns can take 
care of this by sharpening up his 
discrimination on the calls and not 
being a push for a name mention 
from any hamburger hacienda or 
press agent. Being everybody’s 
friend is hard on everybody. 

And still the queries come in, on 
both shows, as to whether the phone 
calls are authentic or not. They’re 
authentic, all right. That’s what’s 
the matter. They are coming from 
lay people and who, more than 
radio, better knows how many un- 
interesting lays there can be in an 
audience? So Berns has got to pick 
and reject faster and firmer. Gray 
hasn't got enough time to make 
much difference either wzy. 

For Gray this 15 minutes is an 
aimless and endless session. Other 
than this he has a weekly Saturday 
afternoon two-hour disk period with 
guests, and there’s also a Monday 
night half hour on WOR with which 


connection. But speaking profes- 
sionally, it could be that sooner or 
later Gray is going to wish he were 
back in his all-night spot. 


THE BIG STORY 
With Berry Kroeger, Robert Sloane, 

Michael Artist, John Gibson, Jim 

Boles, Ann Seymour, George Pet- 

rie; announcer, Ernest Chappell; 

Viadimir Selinsky, musical direc- 

tor 
Producer: Bernard J. Prockter 
Director: Harry*Ingram 
Writer: Allan Sloane 
30 Mins.; Wed., 10 p.m. 

PALL MALL 
WNBC-NBC, N. Y. 
(Foote, Cone & Belding) 

This is Pall Mall’s replacement for 
the Frank Morgan show. The series 
is based on actual story-getting ad- 
ventures of newspaper reporters, a 
$500 cash “Pall Mell Award” being 
| given each week to the newsman 
whose story is dramatized. Berry 
Kroeger, stage and radio actor cur- 
rently in the legiter “Joan of Lor- 
raine,’’ acts as narrator; remainder. 
of the cast is to be varied zccording 
to the dramat’s needs each week. 

Preem airing last Wednesday (2), 
titled “The Kid and the Box,” high- 
lighted ‘the experiences of Joseph 
Garretson, police reporter for the 
Cincinnati Enquirer, in cracking a 
murder case ahead ofthe police. A 
kid shows up at police h.q. with a 
box he found in the river. In it are 





two humen hands. Police beat news- 


marks—-to confine himself strictly to | hawk Garretson to discovery of the 
integrating passages from the New | remainder of the murder victim, but 


Testament with Bach's 


traditional Garretson, 


threugh some diligent 


music, using no original text of his| clue following and sharp deduction, 


own. The poetic art lay, rather, in 
the integration, in the weaving of 
spoken Gospel, chorus znd orchestra 
to great effect. Actors who por- 
trayed the four Evangelists, Mat- 
thew, Mark, Luke and John, related 


the accounts of the Passion by read- | 
passages, | 


ing the New ‘Testament 
which MacLeish chose with great 
skill and which the actors read with 
deep convittion. At times the Gos- 
pels held the stage; et others the 
great church music swelled to the 
fore. Production-wise, it was the 
perfect radio tribute, 

The music came from Bach’s B 
Minor Mass, “Matthew” and “St. 
John” Passions, which the Columbia 
Chorale and CBS Symphony Orches- 
tra, under Alexander Semler, vlayed 
beautifully. Bron. 


tricks the killer into confession. 
Production, as always with news- 
paperman stuff, on screen or on the 
air, was a little 
Garretson, as portrayed, was more 
of a film chzracter than you ever 
meet in a cityroom. However, it 


most part well scripted and directed, 
and capably. acted. Musical bridges 
could be a little less fortissimo and 
the commercials could be consider- 
ably less long and repetitious. 


type crime cases; reporters’ 





exciting and informative listening. 


stop-the-pressy; | 


was listenable suspense fare, for the | 
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Bill Stern left Greenberg on third, 





ever left him. Only this time it was 





lof the Masters’ at Augusta. Stern’s 


}NBC mobile unit had Demaret 
| pegged on the 17th green where he 
| had a 5-footer for a par which would 
|either slam or leave the door open 
|for Byron Nelson who was _ behind 
him and still had a chance. So what 
did Stern do just as Demaret was 
;}about to putt? He cut in 
the mike away to headquarters where 


questions. Oh, boy! Vie Ghezzi even 
told him how important that next 
putt of Lcmaret’s was and still Stern 
didn’t catch on. Yes, he finally an- 
nounced that Demaret had made it, 
but the mobile unit had spotlighted 
the whole tournament into that one 
| putt—and Stern gummed it tp. It’s 
| remarkable what some sports an- 
| nouncers can do when they presume 
that their voice is the big event. 





If listeners expected to glean an 
inkling to Joseph C. Harsch’s politi- 
cal leaning when he took over Wil- 
liam L, Shirer’s Sunday CBS spot 
(5:45-6 p.m.) last weekend, they 
were disappointed. Indeed, there 
| was not a line in his script to bear 
out the contention being wafted 
around by CBSers that “Harsch is 
even more liberel than Shirer!” 
Harsch has retained the “Meaning 
of the News” handle of his former 
late-evening stint, but his opening. 
appearance in the 5:45 period, far 
from disclosing any of the real 
meanings he must see in affairs, was 


If it’s | devoted in toto to a straight, if well 


dressed up, rewrite of the day’s 
news, with « little backgrounding. 
Listeners can remember when 
Harsch aired some definite so-called 
“liberal,” views but in recent months 
he has steered steadily nearer a 
middle-of-the-road, less opinionated, 
but apparently safer course. He 
evidently intends to stick on it, 





Revival of the burnt-cork era on 
the Bing Crosby show (2) on ABC, 
with Al Jolson ‘and John Charles 
Thomas as guests, was one of the 
stronger packages delivered by Der 
Bingle since he espoused the cause 
of transcriptions, The informality, 
knowing humor: and _ sophisticated 
and yet respectful ribbing of min- 
strelsy by & set of experts created a 
mood that warmed oldtimers who 
have memories of Dockstader, Prim- 
rose, et al., and gave the youngsters 
a look-see into a theatrical form 
that’s long since gone. 

Mixture of oldtime tunes and who- 
was - that - lady - you -was-with-last- 
night cracks hit constant bullseyes 
as far as laughs and sentiment were 
concerned. The duets, trios and 
solos by the participants produced 
the essential nostalgic atmosphere, 
and even Ken Carpenter’s commer- 


cials took on the mood of the rest 
of the show. 





_ An adult treatise on tolerance high- 

lighted Sunday’s (6) edition of Mu- 
tual’s “Exploring the Unknown” with 
a hard-hitting presentation, “Fury of 
Man.” A. S. Ginnes’ script built up 
the premise that bigotry and intoler- 
ance are outward manifestations of 
an ailing society. To get rid of the 
evil, social and economic treatments 
are necessary. 

Story was built around Paul Lukas 
as a refugee professor in a college 
surrounded by a poor neighborhood, 
where students of foreign extraction 
and Negroes are continually beaten 
by neighborhood toughs. The pro- 
fessor, having fled that kind of per- 
secution in Germany, organizes over 
faculty opposition research parties to 
determine the causes of the beatings 
and documents his findings to the ex- 
tent that the school board votes an 
appropriation to continue his works. 
Show wound up with a fervent plea 


for eradication of the condition 
lead to bigotry. — 


Lukas gave an excellent perform- 
ance while the show was produced 
to highlight dramatic as well as prop- 
agandistic values. 








SUNDAY BEST 

| With Jehnny Atkins, Rey Ross 
|, Quartet 

| Writer: Jeff Selden 

| Director: Bob Labour 

| 30 Mins.; Sun., 1 p.m. 


| Sustaining 

Sarre me ¥. 

| Johnny Atkins, newly added 
|} crooner to WNEW’s live talent 


roster, rides this half-hour musical 
session with a pleasant relaxing vo- 
'calizing style. They won't set the 
; town on fire but Atkins’ pipes are 
| deep and romantic with an out-door 
western flavor of sufficient appeal to 
| garner a following. His in-between 
| be sharpened up or dropped. 

On the preem session Sunday (6), 
| the vocal numbers were old time 


patter, however, is corny and should |in he appe 


in one instrumental 


Herm. 


MEET CORLISS ARCHER 

With Janet Waido, Sam Edwards, 
Irene Tedrow, Fred Shields, 
Dolores Crane, Bebe Young, Kenny 
Godkin; Bud Dani orch ; 

Producer-Director: Sterling Tracy 





jand higher and drier than Benny | 


Jimmy Demaret and the final round | 


Writer: Fred Cramoy 

30 Mins.; Sun., 9 p.m. 

|; CAMPBELL SOUP 

| WCBS-CBS, N. Y. 

(Ward Wheelock) 


If you've met Corliss (“a typical 





teen-age All-American girl’) before, 
you know what to expect. She's still 
at it, as breathless, noisy and giddily 


| teenish as ever. Her holy-cowing boy 


| friend, Dexter Franklin, is still bay- 


jing at her—like a banshee, as Cor- 


to take | 


liss’ pa puts it. Mr. Archer is still 
alternately moaning or exploding 


lover his frisky daughter’s high jinks. 


he had a couple of pros lined up for | Mrs. 


Archer is understanding. 
all wholesome, if rather strenuously 
enacted, family entertainment. 

For the record, the show replaced 


| Hildegarde last weekend (6) and this 


{ 


The series can do more, if the pro- | faves including “Begin the Beguine,” | (a majority of the 
dycers choose, than present drzama- | “For Sentimental Reasons,” “Gotta | could be 
tized airings of Sunday supplement- |Get Me Somebody to Love” and “If | arran 
good |I Could Be One Hour With You.” | out 
deeds in uncovering civic corrup-| Roy Ross quartet cut the show nicely | It was 
tion, political chicanery and public | and chipped © 
hoodwinking could be made aan | Peeee, “Sometimes I’m Happy.” 


is the third time Campbell has picked 
up this series. Janet Waldo plays the 


title role she created when the pro-| wrapup of pix properties ; 


gram first hit the air in 1943. Sam 


row and Fred Shields, as Corliss’ 
parents, also were in the previous 
airings. F. Hugh Herbert first created 
the Archers and their friends in a 
Good Housekeeping mag story. 

Cast knows its roles well and han- 
dles them adeptly. Direction and 
script are par. Commercials were re- 
freshingly concise and non-irritating. 


THE ECHO 
With Everett Clarke, Myron Wallace, 

Patricia Dunlap, Maurice Cope- 

land, Charles Flynn 
Producer: Shérman Marks 
Writer: Bob Platt 
20 Mins.; Sun., 9:30 p.m. 
MEISTER BRAU BREWING 
WBBM, Chicago 

New whodunit is blatant copy of 
the “Whistler” which was jerked 
several weeks ago when show was 
sold network after running up a 
local 17.0 Hooper. Local “ istler” 
was the same show that was broad- 
cast earlier on a Pacific CBS chain, 
with platters flown here and studied 
by Sherman Marks, present “Echo” 
producer, who then put show on 
with local live talent. New chiller- 
thriller carries same sponsor, same 
time slot, and same format, which 
is tops in appeal for Chi radio aud 
and hes shown a 12.0 Hooper in 
special study taken March 24. 

Basis of title “Echo” is voice of 
criminal’s inner soul and on episode 
reviewed show was about man who 
killed his best pal; married pal’s 
wife and then driving over a cliff 
when he thinks that method of mur- 
der has been discovered. While it 
was strictly melodrama stuff, writer 
Bob Platt kept suspense up without 
telegraphing ending ahead of time. 


Same _ cast that did “Whistler” 
plays “Echo” with Everett Clarke 
doing title role. Myron Wallace, 


Patricia Dunlap, Maurice Copeland, 
Charles Flynn do sztisfaetory job 
that is a bit over-dramatic at times. 
oe background is done by Frank 
mith. 


Open end commercials are o.k., 
but half way ad breaks illusion of 
show and makes it hard for actors 
to recreate suspense theme. 





THE BITTER HERB 

With Raymond Massey, ex-Gov. Her- 
bert H. Lehman, Bryna Raybern, 
Teddy Rose, Ronnie Jacoby, Betty 
Cains, Lon Clark, Gilbert Mack, 
Maurice Tarplin, Don Frederick 

Producer: Jock MacGregor 

Writer: Morton Wishengrad 

3@ Mins.; Wed. (2), 8:30 p.m. 

Sustaining 

WOR-MBS, N. Y. 


Under American Jewish Commit 
tee auspices, Mutual presented a 
timely Passover program last week 
(2) in this dramatization of a true 
story, the breakup of a German- 
Jewish family in 1938 under the 
Nazi terror, its tasting of “the bit- 
ter herb” of exile, end its final, 
miraculous reuniting in the U-/S. 
after the war. Deportation of the 
family originally to Poland. where 
it celebrated the first Passover in 
exile; the father’s trip to America 
and refusal to grant him entry in 
the U.S., Cuba or South America: 
removal of the sons to England. 
with the mother left in Poland—<li 


this made movin 
Exodus. & stuff, a second 


But although Raymon 
(doubling as eB... red , ~ 
father ), and the other participants 
enacted their roles well, the pro- 
gram had a proszic quality and was 
a little disappointing. The scripting 
was couched in familiar dialog and 
sequence; the production seemed 
only average, and the result undis- 
tinguished. The choral interludes 
instead of helping the mood seemed 
rather to mar the emphasis, in dis- 
tracting fashion. 

What was most stirrin y - 
Governor Lehman’s those alana 
speech to close the program, where- 

pealed for a haven for the 
| DP S, pointing out bluntly that U.S 
filled for on quotas had not been 
filled for years, and that these DP’s 
; m non-Jewish) 
: admitted by a little re- 
sement of the quota lists with- 
gp hietation totals. 
responsibility of 
whose founding fathers seme leeks 
grants and persecuted people. to 





it’s | 


Edwards, as Dexter, and Irene Ted- | 


TT 
va CALLED X 
With Herbert Marshall, Leon B 
Johnny Green orch; Wendell Nuno 
announcer * 
Writer: Milton Merlin 
Director: Jack Johnstone 
3@ Mins.; Thurs., 10:30 p.m. ~ 
FRIGIDAIRE 
WCBS-CBS, N. Y¥. 


(Foote, Cone & Belding) 

That perennial summer replace. 
ment favorite, “Man Calied x,” has 
now found a permanent regular. 
season berth, the Frigidaire division 
jof General Motors having bought 
the Herbert Marshall starrer ‘as 
successor to its “Hollywood Star 
Time” pix adaptation series Frigid. 
aire, in fact, has cut itself in for g 
whole new deal, not only Switching 
| from a top-coin show to a modestly. 
budgeted “rating stealer,” but move 
| ing over from the Saturday 8 p.m 
segment on CBS to the web’s 10:39 
| Thursday slot. 
| 





The chances are better than even 
that Frigidaire has a better 


; pp sales- 
i}man in “X” than in its 


previous 
ind per- 
|sonalities. For the Herbert Marshal] 
sleuthing is now standard stuff, hew. 
ing close to that surefire formula 
and technique that pays off in audi- 
ences. 

The writing and direction, even 
the musical cues, are as standard as 
the suavg, sophisticated fronting of 
Marshall’s “Ken Thurston,” but it 
all falls into a groovy pattern that 
has a peculiar fascination for a siz- 


able segment of today’s listening 
public. 
Frigidaire commercials are terse, 


compact, with its thematic “you're 
twice as sure with two great names” 
linking the product to the parent 
General Motors. Rose. 





FINAL JUDGMENT 

With Norman Rose, narrator 
Producer: Leon Goldstein 

15 Mins.; Tues, & Fri., 9:30 p.m. 
Sustaining 

WMCA, N. Y¥. 

Slotted into the segment recently 
vacated by WMCA’s notable “New 
World A-Coming” dramatic series, 
this program is cut down to a one- 
man job of straight narration from 
Victor H. Bernstein's book on the 
Nuremberg trials, “Final Judgment.” 
Readings, to be spread over six 
sessions, follow the straight reading 
technique employed for the broad- 
cast of John Hersey’s “Hiroshima.” 

Narration chore was handled in 
superb taste by Norman Rose with 
Bernstein’s book providing sufficient 
material to sustain a degree of in- 
terest. Rose avercomes the handi- 
cap which the bare setting of the 
program presents by a reading which 
is forceful and modulated, though 
quiet and wunmelodramatic. Pro- 
gram’s appeal is limited, however, 
by its basically undramatic quality 
and the politically speculative bias 
of the book, which unlike Hersey’s, 
is neither straight reportage nor a 
tion segment. Sheridan and Reed 
sensational best-seller. Herm. 


TOM SCOTT 

Producer-Announcer William Strauss 
15 Mins., Mon., Wed., Fri., 11:45 a.m. 
Sustaining 

WQXR, N. Y. 

New morning series by Tom Scott, 
self-styled American Troubadour, is 
a pleasant interlude and a novelty for 
pre-lunch listeners. Oldtime folk- 
songs are not only a change from 
usual morning fare, but in themselves 
guite varied by Scott to make an 
appealing quarter-hour. Opening pro- 
gram Wednesday (2) crammed in six 
numbers, including a Shawespearean 
recitation, and otherwise comprising 
old English, Scottish and Irish songs. 
The numbers were alternately seri- 
ous and light, for further contrast. 

Scott sang them well, with flavor 
and style, his guitar accompaniment 
being in good keeping. His intros 
were a little stiff and stilted, but 
perhaps couched for his particular 
audience, Friday programs will be 
further specialized, with songs and 
poems aimed at pre-school age kids. 

ron. 





LAWYER Q 
With Karl Swenson, Ronny Liss, 
Joe Julian, Eleanor Audley, Neil 


O'Malley; announcer, Dennis 
James 

Producer - Director - Writer: Aaron 
Steiner 

30 Mins.; Sun., 3 p.m. 

Susta 


WOR-MBS, N. Y. 

A practicing attorney who has 
made a hobby of recording oddities 
in the law and unusual court cases 
not only hes made his files available 
for this new show, but appears in it 
as a sort of legal Dr. .Q. The net- 
work explains that, because of his 
professional connections, his identity 
cannot be revealed. The show is 4 
mixture of giveaway (cash), info 
please (legal only) and whodunit 
(actual court cases). 

On teeoff stanza (3), Lawyer @ 
a fellow with a Southern accent and 
an easy manner remarkably like 
Kay Kyser’s, quizzed seven from the 
studio audience...each question il- 
lustrated by a light piece of dramzt, 
such as a guy and gal sitting on 4 
Central Park bench. He tells her, 
“I can’t live without you!” Lawyer 
Q asks, “In New York, can that, be 
held a proposai of marriage?” ‘(Cor- 
rect ens: yes!) In a brief second 
phase of the stanza—and its weakest 





help, he said. Bron. 


« (Continued on page 36) 
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Tele Time Slots Value Not Known Yet 
[s Claim; ‘Cream Time’ Still to Be Set’ 


Ability to sew up a franchise on? | 

a cream television time slot—an idea 90 o. 4 

which the breadcasters have been Circus Airing Put Back | 
By Henry Ford’s Death 


ARI TELEVISION 31 


Agency Vs. Tele Chiefs Battle on Show 
andling Brought to Head by ‘Juve’ 
~ Final Showdown Is Now Believed Due 









tur 





using as their prime bait to lure top- 





























» coin advertisers and agencies into ; 3 bi 
ideo < his stage of the Oc 2 "eENn- > ¢ — . . ¢ song-smoldering hent between 
vidae: at Te one ve game—rep-| Death of Henry Ford Monday NBC television chiefs and ,the ad 
resents a lot of bunk in the opinion | night (7) resulted in an order from Navarro Into Tele ; wir yeh weet hse tis 
of several ad agency chiefs. Nobody the motor company to WCBS-TV net ee tee eee ee 
can predict at this early a point in’ N.Y., to cancel the tele airing ais Ramon Navarro, film star of the. tele show ng its actual road- 

televi ion development what will night (Wed.) of Ringling Bros. cir- ay sin New York dy é sted st 7 ay , t 
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From the Production Centres 


IN NEW YORK CITY... 


Baby boy (seven pounds) born to the Earl Mullins (ABC flack chief) at 








i n waxed for airing by Georgia stations. ...Radio writer Tex 
weimtst ees dvaneeals tour with his wife, is in New Orleans—next at 
Mexico....It’s “you Bing-me-and-I’ll-Alley-you” with Crosby and Fr : 
Allen to swap guest shots. Allen goes on for Crosby May 4....Arme 
Forces Radio Services once again picking up Red Barber's and Connie 
Desmond’s. WHN-Dodgers play-by-play reports for occupation forces over- 
seas....Bob Houston being groomed for his own 15-minute show on heme 
and Thelma Carpenter may also get her own spot on the Metro-owne 
indie, 





Italian Net Needs 
Full Revamping 


Rome, April 1, 
Italian radio situation looks dig. 











: ‘ c 
Doctors hosp yesterday (Tues.). IN HOLLYWOOD ... ’ Cone & Beld- Tadao ce - eves, ak c 
ill Slater apparently set as permanent emcee of “Luncheon at Sardis” | Second record of the Jack Paar show being cut sa Bornes — d for a Bayon te Palit tgs: te, “ 
Bi “3 turday afternooner probably will be expanded into a five-a- | ing for submission to American Tobacco before contrac S are signe Bt authorities hesitant to make the , 
(WOR). ggen ee month....Producer-actor Richard Kollmar slated | summer spin in the Jack Benny niche. _,.Thompsonites of Holly woo B's changes needed. Stations are foie : 
week strip io class of City College of N. Y. on “Differences of Acting | Detroit are tinkering with the Dinah Shore show to make it more accept- staffed edith. ke cota 
+0 lecture radio ¢ "at e anil Radio” .WNBC receiving requests from | able to the Fords. Summer replacers are also being scouted... .Texacos iy ’ “ uSiCians, ¢ 
Technique on _ nn on station's “salute” list....Jean Sablon booked | special rating for Tony Martin’s opener came up 10.5, a rise of 2.1 over while on the other hand the quality c 
} apehotee a with Eddie Cantor April 17 and on Chesterfield Club May 1} Eddie Bracken’s closing figure....Tom Luckenbill and Hay McC linton }of scripters and actors is poor be. C 
_ yor > ge ae sessions on WCBS to be handled by Harry | around, but both deny it has anything to do with the new Garry meoene lcause of low pay. Limited stile 
M met ar Pde > Sot is loafing in Virginia for month starting April 23. | show for next season. Both have shown an interest and nothing ceanite, | budget is a handicap, also the sman g 
pe adage 1, f tint on WTOP (Wash.) will fall to Bill Jenkins however, beyond feelers. Moore will shun quiz o1 audience participation 4 a , sma ¥ 
ype tt sarong a ; Assn.’s “Anvil of Public Opinion” award won | format in favor of a variety type of show with him as the ringmaste1 ‘ | amount of time allotted for com. ; 
American Public a a ieoere a Ted Bates’ agency for their job of | Emerson Foote came to town on sundry business and parley with Hubbell | mercial programming hinders pros: : 
by Benson sine .* . NEC whe Citation will be conferred today (9) | Robinson and Bob Ballin, who moved over from Ruthrauff & Ryan last | ress. There is definite call for com. 
launching on ays raw eo week | plete reorganizatlior of the Italian 
t falc rf : : . . in Or 
: ete nih ~hairm<¢ + disk jockey committee for Greater N. Y NBC has approved the “Philip Marlowe” adventure aortas for - °? ia netw _ . . | : 
Ast Ford appointed chairman of Gums socney < lead role of Madeleine | airing in the Bob Hope spot this summer after a long hassel. Net would} Duplication in station operation ig s 
Fund Radio singet Vivian della . cmap age rc ray N Y “tonight shunt that type of program to the late night hours so as not to contam- | a problem. Each of the 23 stations t 
in “Andrea Chenier” for N. Y. City Opera ( oO. at b= ee ba ne inate the kiddies....Harry Flannery back on KNX with his commentary | in the Italian network is almost an 
(9) and Friday, April 18 .. Charles Oppentieim, ww sein Aon Bary of | after a siege in sick bay....Just for the record, Amos ‘n Andy have been independent setup, with its own staff a 
at his desk after week of virus rr sed his “aie seabuncidtery renewed. If they weren't it would have been hot news... -Harry Maizlish of newscasters, actors and musicians, s 
transcribed talks by Joshua Loth Liebman — on aa aos for Herbert | back from his eastern business safari. ...Frank Capka of the C BS writing | Situation is a result of the cane : 
bestseller, “Peace of Mind at -Anthony Co lins, a leat mo in N. Y. for a | Staff pulled out to join up in an agency partnership with William Kennedy when part of Italy was first captured te 
Wilcox film productions in England, who a ee W - tit Jestvn and Alexander Duke, the latter formerly with Foote, Cone & Belding.... by the Allies, and the network split a 
visit, will conduct CBS’ “Invitation to ne a . earing in special | Tom McAvity, radio head of Famous Artists, is building an adventure | into two, with north and south or. ‘ 
Jan Peerce, Jessica Dragonette and y <comamcceny tees mgt: _ April 12 show around Max Miller's one-time best seller, “I Cover the Waterfront” | ganizing by themselves Setup d 
program under auspices of American Cancer Socie ‘4 > ai ACS Laat fund | ....Lew Weiss passed along to Don Searle the prescription he received for |hasn’t been altered much. The © 
doatyn is heading the eastern artiss prs gpg a te ee takes his | good health and longevity: “No fury, no hurry, no worry”....Bob Long- structure still remains topheavy with n 
drive....Happy Felton, laid low by an attack vs eet on tg Eddie een necker was forced to relinquish his production duties on Mutual’s “Family | overstaffing. Each station could be a 
first vacation in eight years trom or 5! ae Tock ponte “ore feted | Theatre” because of other duties pressing on his time... .Niles Trammell on the air by itself without bein r 
es hits beginning with the April 12 stanza. Ay bate Y pas for his help | denies there’s any deal in the works for NBC’s purchase of KMPC from | part of the network. Reform woul 
»y the N. Y. Veterans club, April 22, at the Hotel ! yt oth “Dick” Richards but other sources report otherwise. NBC's current affi- | mean doing away with half the set- t 
in finding homes for vets on WOR's “Daily Dilemma’ alrer. liate, KFI, is not for sale at any price, and that’s the final werd from |up, throwing a lot of people out of f 
Walter Lurie, Mutual executive producer, in hospital after taking sud- | Owner Earle ¢. Anthony. ...There’s talk around that the Andrews Sisters | jobs, and no one wants to recom: : 
denly ill last week....Doris Smith back at job in Kenyon & Eckhardt may be permanent fixtures on Hit Parade next season, mend this. i 
radio continuity after taking leave to become a mother—of a boy... rea There are 800 musicians, for ine g 
Sullivan, male singing topper in “Street Scene legiter, may wnemesat, 4 A IN CHICAGO Re a stanee, on the 28 stations, and gove , 
radio package....Alice Frost and Ginger Jones into CBS Strange O- | a dl) eeiginate in Chi MBC etudics for |Stament policy forbids firing any, ‘ 
mance of Evelyn Winters”....ABC to offer WJZ’s Nancy Craig show, | _Shaeaffer World Parade program wi ee in Chi beige One instead of the 38 orchestral ex. 
“Woman of Tomorrow,” as a network co-op program, across the board at May 4 airing... Jane Dutton, publicists combo re) Dutton- ippo c , CO umn- | eombles eould serve just se wel 
1:15 p.m., starting Monday (14) WOR prexy Ted Streibert spending a | ing for 20 community papers and Canadian fan mag, Radio bhngy Sh ek seatiititen Sn dnt Set hie eae 
fortnight in Bermuda Phil Klarnet, assistant director of publicity at | Eddie Hubbard, we eee turner, doubling = the College ge ee budget can’t be budgeted physically j 
Compton, leaving agency next Tuesday (15) to head up a publie relations |} man hotel, as M.C..... urtain Time” adds 13 a gp NB starting Tate ore ecly SAM bee cite in cae 
program for a group of manufacturers....Jim Gaines to Chi for | May 8... Judith Waller, public service director NBC Central reget pgs! Row 1 a pod aid aa 
NBC Central Division huddles....Morty Becker and his wife, Barbara celebrating her 25th anni in radio at same time that WMAQ does on Apri tt eg ‘ene oll oe : 
Kline. to Florida for a couple of weeks... .Shirley Mitchell, who was one | 13....Don Elder takes over Fair Store newscasts twice daily....Garry eiieais nie “oo eal sw 4 : 
of the most in-demand femme stooges on Coast comedy shows before | Moore coming to.town for AFRA Antics May 11. budgets ahenaal oon oe aia } 
coming east, back to Coast, “Gildersleeve’....Radio composer-conductor Kerrville, Tex., Junior Chamber of Commerce, throwing a “Johnny ‘ 


Curtis Biever has new Columbia kiddie album of “Red Ridin 
out 


tonic which, credit it or not, is called “Hair Fertilizer”. 
joins “Helen Trent” cast....William Quinn to “Backstage Wife”... 


and Elizabeth Morgan are added to “Front Page Farrell.” 


Hood” just 
...William Spier, beard-wearing director of the “Sam Spade” show 
in Hollywood telegraming frantically to N. Y. for fresh supply of favorite 
...Loby Rowland 
has gone to work for the Sam Jaffe agency....Within four days of his 
arrival from Toronto to take up his duties as a CB§ director Fletcher 
Markle was down with stomach flu at the Algonquin....Bret “> 

aila 
Stoddard and Alan Hewitt join “Stella Dallas” players while John Stanley | 


Olsen Rodeo Day” July 2....John Blair took over exclusive rep for WHB, 
Kansas -City this week....WIND shortwaving of Navy basketball finals to 
all Navy posts....Murray Forbes on second book, “The Maze,” a satire on 
| radio.,..Mylo Products sponsoring “Who Is It?” new quiz show on WGN 
daily....Bing Crosby with Bill Murrow, Groucho Marx and Skitch Hen- 
derson in for two cuttings at ABC this week... .WBKB televised “Passion 
Play” Easter Sunday....Jack Benny and Fitch Bandwagon broadcasting 
| from Eighth Street theatre May 11....Lorraine Hall, long time woman 
commentator on WJJD, WIND, seriously ill at St. Lukes here....Roy 
Scheff joins Chartoc-Coleman transcription outfit as southeastern sales rep 


or actors, It is difficult to enlarge 
the listening audience because sets 
are expensive. eople are continent- 
eonscious and won't buy small sets 
with limited range; they want big 
sets capable of tuning in all Europe, 
But big sets are expensive, and most 
people can’t afford them. Hence the 
stymie. 


Criterion Radio Productions (Wiff Roberts and Ted Corday) taking over 
as producer-director of Gab Heatter show, “A Brighter Tomorrow (MBS), 
starting Sunday (13)....Actor Phil Clarke has acquired 38-foot cabin 
cruiser—and christened it “The Mike”....Wynn Wright, indie producer, 
has taken over direction of the Mutual-Amrerican Medieal Assn. airer, 
“Stephen Graham, Family Doctor.” Wright's package show, “Undey Ar- 
rest,” to fill in for “Shadow” on Mutual this wg She ay vy Gayle, 
N. Y. freelancer, has scripted a documentary series, “Geor At Work, 
—— 


. Franklyn McCormack at Wesley Memorial hosp with laryngitis. 


7% 
4 










ANOTHER ZIV HIT! 


Lima, O0.—Guy F. Zwahlen, for- | 
mer commercial manager of station 
WLOK here, has joined the Fred- 
erle W. Ziv Co., Cincy transcription 
firm, as account exec. 


Daylight Saving 


Continued from page 25 
hould there fe additional édst 
because of union regulations the 
coverage will be pro-rated between 
the network and the sponsor. While 
the plan is_ tentative, it has been 
accepted by the chain’s affiliates. 
Advertisers those slots are still 
to be sounded out but the network 


is' hopeful of a complete acquies- 
cence. 

















TODD BRANSON—WTOD 













FCC Again Relaxes Rule 
Washington, April 8. 
Bowing to the complications of 2 

daylight saving time for network 
schedules, FCC yesterday (7) re- 
laxed its rules so that the nets do 
not have to identify as transcribed 
those chain progrems which during 
the summer months are rebroadcast 
an hour later in areas not observing 
the fast time. 

Mutual and ABC got this permis- 
sion last year and made the same 
request this year, with the result 


N 
’ ¥ a \ 
i a 
that Commission wrote the permis- 


sion into its rules, 

The no-announcement rmission, 
FCC szid, does not seater ta ono 
the-line recording by an individual 
station. It will apply only when the 
recording is made by the network 
itself at one of its key stations and 
ig for broadcast one hour later by 
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WE THANK you! 
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for 3 tributes within a month 
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those stations which o erat 

iat maleore pri, 945 Po standard time, a 

v5 mings OP <i eer we orn (WAYNE KING AND HIS ORCHESTRA 
in 1 ne “ ! 

wrOD,, sterardh, gore nis EY, Latins Buying Mucho US. wn EVANS (LARRY DOUGLAS 

Trene pold TONE... meeting oy 7 
©o, into. otlights b. ahes ° FRANKLYN MacCORMACK 
War!) out nich $P clibs ye! $ 

porheod DTiGBe ne Jantoweve Sets; 17,000,000 Worth PRODUCED 8Y 


Washington, 

About $17,000,000 worth 
radio receivers wil] be purchased 
this year by the Latin American 


countries, according to estimates 
the U. S. Departm th 


April'8. 
of U. S. 










ent of Commerce 
t —_ a r . 
é som from Brass Mexico, is gtg come 
Was the a. co -O, Chile and Cuba. 
io0c00 WA TS tat Not Brazil 


D £.-R F< 
: is expected to buy up to 
200,000 sets at a cost of Pe 


A 7 
6 
} 
/ 
d | 
y ¥ 
$6,000,000. Mexico should take about " : 3 
160,000 receivers while Chile should 529 
buy 94,000 and Cuba 60,000. Largest IN CINE ATS 
prewar customer was Mexico. which 


bought about $$2,390,000 w 
sets in 1941, ae 


TOLEDO, OHIO 


NATIONALLY REPRESENTED BY UNIVERSAL RADIO SALES 
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Classroom Use of Radio Pointed Up 
_ By WCHS ‘School of Air’ Contest 


Housewife Angle on Biz 


Bridgeport, April 8. 
Housewives - to - housewives ap- 
proach in selling Bridgeport indus- 





By-product of a contest recently? 
concluded by WCHS, CBS outlet in 2 4 N e K d 
Charleston, W. Va., to boost the tations U osed 
“School of the Air” series, radio’s 
potential as. a valuable pedagogic 
tool was solidly demonstrated in a Chicago, April 8. 
controlled classroom experiment For broadcasting regular safety 
conducted by a prize-winning | programs for the last five years, 24 
Charleston schcol teacher. Latter, to- | radio stations received the Award of 
gether with three pupils chosen for| Merit from the National Safety 
their best-written essays on the| Council here last week. Council 
“School” programs, were awarded a| noted that very few stations gave 
three-day trip to New York over | regular program time to safety and 
last weekend (4-7). pointed out that, with the rash of 

In a detailed report on the ex-/| fatal accidents, broadcasters might 
periment, Gladys P. White, faculty | devote more time to combatting the 
member of the Clendenin High | accident rate. 
school, indicated the special educa- Stations getting the kudos were: 
tional benefits derived by backward|KrxmM, San Bernadino, Calif.; 
students through planned utilization KSCJ, Sioux City, lowa; KFH, Wich- 
of. suitable radio programs. Older | ita; WBAL, Baltimore; WQAM, Mi- 
students with reading levels of third | aj Florida: KANS, Wichita: WINN, 
and fourth graders reacted positively | ; ouisville. WFDF, Flint, Mich. 
to serious programs aired by the| wpaF, Kansas City, Mo.; KMMJ, 
“School” on history and literary | Grand Island, Neb.; WHKC, Colum- 
classics which they had previously| phys Ohio, WING, Dayton, Ohio; 


dodged in printed form. Radio, ac-| KOIN. Portland; KSTM, El Paso; 
cording to Miss White, has opened|yprz Fond du Lac, Wisc.: WIZE, 





new fields in reaching students han- | Springfield, Ohio; KXOK, St. Louis; 


dicapped by being “ear-minded” | wHI0, Dayton, Ohio, KOAC, Cor- 
rather than “eye-minded.” 


In addition, 


vallis, Ore.; KABR, Aberdeen, S. D.; 
report pointed out| WLOG, Logan, Utah; WGAL, Lan- 


try and business will be used in 
“Round the Town,” weekly 15-min- 
ute show on WICC to be sponsored 
by Chamber of Commerce in asso- 


By Nat’] Safety Group ciation with Bridgeport Brass Co.; 


Borck & Stevens, bakers, and Bodine 
Corp., machinery makers. 

Wives of employes of Bridgeport 
companies will tour husbands’ plants 
|}and give microphone report on what 
| they’ve gandered. 

Idea, suggested by Bridgeport 
|Brass p.a. Harold Dow, is believed 
|to be innovation in Chamber of 
;|Commerce __ broadcasting. Mort 





| Friendlander comes in from N. Y. to | 


direct series. 





Okla. Femme Lowdown 
Oklahoma City, April 8. 


Oklahomans are finding out stuff 
they didn’t know about their indus- 
tries in a 26-week series of remotes 
| being done by Julie Benell on her 
“Woman’s World” program over 
WKY. Miss Benell takes the micro- 
phone to manufacturing plants and 
with the help of the foremen and 
workers, tells her radio audience 
| how flour, cheese, etc., are produced. 








New WICC Teaser 


Last Lap on Clear Channel Hearings 
For Superpower Set by FCC in June 


Washington, April 2°. }which was to be offered to the 
FCC will resume the final lap of |!mdustry a month in advance of the 
its long-winded hearings on clear final hearing date. Commission has 


; until May 2 to make good th 
channel broadcasting here June 2, | threat. The FCC at ae teat roe 


with spokesmen for the Clear Chan-|reported ready to okay pow 

; ; er over 
|nel Broadcasting Service skedded to Se kee to poe. of +n te bk in the 
| bulwark their claims for superpower | Rocky Mountain area but not to go 
jup to 750 kilowatts. The Commission | along with a blanket boost to 750 kw 
jannounced Friday (4) that FCC /for all the bigtime stations. 


'Commissioner Rosel Hyde would 
7 ‘ 7 . When hearings i - 
jreferee the sessions along with any ; hea ing | Open, CCBS direc 
tor Victor Sholis will detail eco- 








Meanwhile, indications were that 
|FCC had dropped earlier plans to 








| The special feature hits the air 
Wednesdays at 11:30 a.m. The series 
is receiving close cooperation from 


i tend. a - . 
be given 750 kilowatts power if rural 
come forth with a blueprint of its |the clears’ engineering consultant, 
| P 
add much to the testimony already 
* . 
FM Units on SOs Call | were ready to ask that entire 
FCC bench 
Chicago Motor Club inaugurated |suaded when it was learned several 
| 4 ee . 
| which will be used to answer dis-| World Telecommunications Confer- 
| 
| two-way equipment which will en-|arguments from all parties to the 


}areas are ever to get a choice of 
own on clear channel operation will handle the technical arguments. 
in the record on their behalf. 
| sit through this final 
| last week one of the first industria] |cOmmissioners were due to spell each 
tress calls in. bad weather, consists |€nce in Atlantic City. 
wit tow-trucks to answer calls|clear channel proceeding at a spe- 





other FCC members who could at- 
nomic reasons why the clears should 
reliable radio signals. John DeWitt, 
= |The networks are not expected to 

Motor Club Puts 20 

olor u uls At one point last week, the clears 
Chicago, April 8. | stage of the hearings, but were dis- 
uses of FM in this area. System,|Other in June at sessions of the 
of 20 mobile units operating with| Full FCC bench will hear final 
without returning to a garage orj|cial “oral argument” at close of the 














that teachers could “noticeably in-| caster, Pa.; and WORL, Boston. state newspapers. central point. | hearings themselves, FCC said. 
fluence boys and girls in their selec- | qeemensenpeeseeqey cree ae _ rive _ 
tion of programs for home listen- f , : ; 


ing.’ Through a series of incentives, 
students were steered to the ap- 
proved type of juvenile programs 





typified by the “School” series. 
Soon, the report stated, “there was 
unanimous endorsement of the pro- 
grams from the standpoint of en- 
joyment.” Some students began to 
complain in class that other mem- 
bers of the family insisted upon 
listening to soap operas and juve- 
style cliffhangers listed at the same 
hours. 

In conclusion, the report stated: 
“‘The School of the Air’” is of def- 
inite advantage to the educational 
program. Boys and girls are going 
to listen to radio, just as they are 
going to attend movies, and it would 
geem to be responsibility of those in 
charge of radio offerings to give the 
youngsters the right kind of listen- 
ing fare. This I feel CBS is doing.” 

As a promotion stunt, the “School 
of the Air” contest paid off to WCHS 
by giving the programs the standout 
Hooperating of 11.8 in the Charles- 
ton area. On basis of the results, 
Leon Levine, CBS producer of the 
air school, is distributing the report 
on the classroom experiment to all 
affiliates carrying the program. 


Meanwhile, CBS educational heads 
huddled with representatives of four 
outlets Monday (7) to discuss pre- 
liminary plans for next year’s 
“School” series, as well as to review 
accomplishments and criticize pro- 
grams of the 1946-47 season. Robert 
Hudson presided. Others present 
were Levine, Lyman Bryson, coun- 
sellor on public affairs; Fred Gar- 
rigus, WEEI, Boston; Mrs. Ruth] ; 
Miller, WCAU, Philadelphia; E. W. I 
Ziebarth, education director of CBS| | 
Central Division and WCCO, Min- 
neapolis-St. Paul; Mrs. Hazel K. 
Markell, WTOP, Washington, D. C., 
and Dick Linkrum, WTOP program 
manager. 


Pluggers Get Extra Hour | 
But Still Need Passport | - 
To NBC Hollywood Studios) 


Hollywood, April 8. 

NBC went through much ado with- 
out giving much new this week on 
the demands of song pluggers for 








nas 





gram is iv 


have had, 
ean do to 


aR 











increased consideration. The net- 
work met the plugs half-way on de- 
mands for increased time in which to . a 
Y their trade in its hallowed halls.| ya 
at is all ; 
of ood 
Under “new” rules the plugs get pro’ en {0% oth Pr oily cecil mn 
three hours daily to circulate—on the “f pe ¥ om sing: Ay a 
first floor of the net building only. f esite: x, ft acest ese™ eve 
They'll work from 11:30 a.m. to 2:30| | D gac* Bro? are acco ettes 
Pm. Formerly allowed two hours pro a\ C-s 1 cig3* ne- 
only, from 11 pv » ect a be 
a.m, to one p.m., they vw revs 4 str id. to 
had asked for four hours. Visits es” nd ew 0O- 401 
ma yr 0 FY CO ,aiti $ 
lay also be made to the music anh a is ad ya 
punts department on Tuesdays and gun at mort im. pro® ne 
tidays from 10 a.m, until noon. yar pili? sib adi? age” 
Regulations still standing limit rt P ger nti © nd nh 
m - {0 fv a4) r i 
x wr to the first floor, bar visits to i} nié ape nro 


udios, dressing rooms and client or 
Control booths except on invitation; 
mand that they carry identifica- 
hibi cards issued by the net and pro- | 
tbit congregating outside artists’ 


entrance befor P l- 
lowed, e or after hours a 


N. Y. Times 














The QUEEN’s audience 
can be yours, if... 


“Queen for a Day” =a ne 
program — premiered 


another 52 wecks. But—thu P.&G. half of the pro- 
So. the "Qoven's” wudiense, ix yours, if you act fast, 


We will be glad to give you all the facts — the rating 
story, what the sponsors sy about the results they 


Mutual Broadcasting System 





of daytime 
on April 30 


WO, 1946 Alkn-Seltzer renewed for 


ww available for\wponsorship 


the moderate cost, and what “Queen” 
build more «:les for you. 


WORLD'S LARGEST NETWORK 













dons nnleaaialta a! 





‘The second half of “Heart's BS 
Desire” (a Mutual-Ray Mor- 
gan program )is still available. 





As we had previously stated 
about “Queen for a Day,” we 
_ do not believe that “Heart's 
Desire” will be long avail- 
able. For the full story, call 


ue MUTUAL 


BROADCASTING SYSTEM | 
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Platter Firm Claims Biggies Losing 


NCAC’s Roddy McDowell 
Airer on Kid Problems 


Television 


Wednesday, April 9, 1947 
Reviews . 





* ° ° e . : Continued from page 31 
Biz With Elaborate, Highbrow Disks' "#332" sssoecu"siiet Sn Saat flac-t35i Wc ie Wecle oop 
, er , IN. X.), Cc walked j 
’ : World and David Lee,” is being bee ag weg recently dropped by | ever, the show took on the cob 
r 


Chicago, April 8. 


ing losses and that heavy pitch will 
be made by the sales force. 


offered agencies by National Con- 
cert & Artists Corp.’s radio division. 


ands, with “Jury” top- 


d : 
Sranearee and followed by 


ping the Jay ou}, 


of a ladies’ sewing circle, 
ing to be heard but a fot tne 


Big boys of the transcription com- Half-hour program discusses kid|James Beard’s “ft Love to Eat” ang|gab, which could hardly have bee 
panies are missing the boat with| Shep Chartoc, other top member | |) \biems, in ‘enop oedans serious | Harriet Van Horne’s ‘Guest Book, appreciated “The by the distaff views 
elaberate musical presentation and |°f the firm, is touring the southern | ig. snow will be staged on the | latter two for 15 minutes each. ers. rs, ornton was _prett 


picture names without story ideas. 
In centrast with large companies 


that are moaning the blues, several | : 
small companies are making sizable | Well. With 1,400 stations listed, duo 
\feels that over 85% will buy tran- 


indents in the so-called failing field. 

Just returned from a survey of 
over 5@ stations in the northwest 
area, Ben Coleman of Chartoc-Col- 
man, transcription house, claims 
that there is plenty of biz and that 
stations are eager to buy transcrip- 
tions—those that they can use. Cry- 
ing need exists for good commercial 
shows, western, poetry, mystery, and 





states and reports that reception to 
individualized platters is brisk. In 
the south poetry and story shows go 


Coast, with Kay Christopher, film 

starlet, playing oppesite McDowell. 
Producer-writers are Carroll Col- 

man and Ted Maxwell, Joe Barnett, 





|scription services if—and that’s the 
catch—if it fits their needs, 


ACTORS’ SURVIVAL YEN 
HYPOS CHI FLACK BIZ 


Chicago, April 8. 


Mass exodus of radio actors sev- 


NCAC’s N.Y. radio contact, and 





| Norma Reinhardt, NCAC’s Coast rep, 
| are handling, with show being 
pushed largely as a summer replace- 
ment, 











D.C i Stations | 


om 








fos Continued from page 24 


ithe questions should 


“Jury” stacks up as a fair firster, 
which could be whipped into a 
highly entertaining show with a lit- 
tle more tightening, pacing and pro- 
duction effort. Single mistake on the 
part of the NBC production staff, 
though, almost ruined the preem. 
Five precocious moppets who form 
the jury, working entirely ad lib 
under the bamtering guidance of Jack 
Barry, are a show in themselves as 


et | far as the visual angle is concerned, 


with their grimaces, gestures and 
generally unrestrained performances. 
Answers and suggestions to some of 
draw plenty of 


enough to attract interest 
vom seen often enough, dics. 


Birdesye commercials wer " 
dled adequately and were wh 
sive, although the stunt of rigging 
up a “Birdseye” hat for Bain to weal 
must have made the viewers Squirn} 
| as much as Bain did. Sta? 


| Tele Fallows | 
| 


| “I Love to Eat,” 15-minute pack. 
age featuring gourmet Jemes Beard 
constitutes the second stanza 0 














story telling. Where the majors | snickers from the sophisticates, @5| Goneral Food’s new hour-] 
miss the boat is that they either | eral years ago created a Curious |js, Brecher points out, in the upper-| well as the kids’ parents. sion Thursday nights on WNBP 
make their presentations too elabo- situation here flackwise. Following | income groups. Format follows almost exactly that | (NBC, N. Y.). Fact that the show 


rate or try to talk down to the small 


|about 10 of the Tom Fizdale agency | 


| Station offers “opposite programs” | of the radio show. 


Kids are seated 


was picked up by WNBT as a sus. 


station listeners with hillbilly or old |@>out 10 years ago, radio actors|tg WINX, Washington’s other good|in a jury box; with Barry in the | tainer after Borden’s dropped it sey. 
comedy scripts {shunned any support of a purely ra- | music station. so that when WINX | Judge's chair and a special witness | eral months ago indicates it has ate 
Cada: i ; - |dio talent publicity agency. How- ro - kaite necehdieial WQQW is sure | DOX devised for visiting moppets, | tracted considertble viewing inter. 
Sponsors are looking for shows ever, with the general upheaval in Pg rate evar ve oe of | who present their individual prob-/|est and, with Young & Rubles 


that will tie in with product and are 
tired of pop record programming. 
Coleman cites case of large sale of 


ithe ranks of actors during the ex- 


plenty of mail to show that Carl} 


The station’s other | jems to the jury. Barry handles the 


| specialty is children’s programs, with | . yw - 
| odus of the past two years, those | y pee > show well, although he was appar 


ently conscious of the cameras Sstar- 


handling both Borden’s and the G- 
accounts, it was a natural for G- 
to take over. 





iW » = 2 7 ‘ ’ “ “L. 3 ’ oi: . : at « } ; © . » . c P 
transcriptions with intros individ- tines sing mal wd — see | Green s “The Children’s Hour” | ing him in the eye constantly during! Beard runs the entire 15 minutes 
vali se . TD haga 7. SS eilr | (9 am. Sundays) has the kiddies in| the preem show. Way he refrains|by himself, with the format un- 
ualized by naming the town ofr of Sal Sey May eS y | n 

duc b Si t-and-saddler Tex positions they would have to turn to the aisles |from patronizing the kids evidently | changed since its inception Beard 
product by boot-and-saddle! © | publicity, among other things, as a brings out their best answers, there- | stationed in a neatly-designed mods 
Ritter. Package show producer says Other unique features of WQQW | ern 


that any other outfit can do the 
same with name or semi-name talent 
personalizing the platters. 

One of the dangers of the small 
company in the transcription biz is 
the soaring rate of sales costs that 
make cost of series prohibitive to 
average small watter. Several of 
the shows that Chartoc-Colman sell 
are independent productions which 


the town’s top talent. Loss of many 
shows was also making competition 
among actors just that much keener. 


Result is that for the first time 
in 10 years a radio talent publicity 
agency is again operating success- 
fully in Chi. Starting with six radio 
actors and limiting its drumbeating 
locally in the beginning, agency aft- 
|} er one year has expanded to include 





means of entrenching themselves as | 


{include its “Guide to Good Evening | 
| Listening” in which the station | 
highlights nighttime radio offerings 
as it goes off the air at sunset. “News 
'and Opinion Roundup” ties up top 
exclusive stories in a score of news- 
papers around the country, with full 
credits given. “Collectors’ Corner” is | 


j 


lent the station from private col- 





a 15-minute program of rare | 


by adding plenty to che show. : 

WNBT' stages this one in its studio 
8G to take advantage of the studio 
audience its regular tele studio can’t 
accommodate, which necessitates the 
use of image orthicon cameras. Fact 
that NBC director Ed Sobol had to 
cut down to the film projection room 
caused the big mistake. Sobol cued 
the film cut-in almost a minute too 
soon, with the result the film over- 
lapped the live pickup for an un- 


lections. No singing commercials, no | forgiveabie error. 


kitehen, demonstrates the cors 
rect techniques for eooking up veris 
ous dishes to suit the gourmets? 
palates. Although the guy stumbles 
rather badly at times in his lines 
he’s adept with the kitchen utensils 
and keeps the show perking. This 
program will really come into its 
own when it ean be slotted into the 
early afternoon hours, since it’s a 
near-perfect piece for hausfraus. 
eard integrates the Birdseye 
commereials ifto his running com- 


‘e handled ith platter compan tore : ‘ : : , . 
nuddline cee Se hor whe pie air |20 actors, getting coverage from | ..tiais and no giveaways are aired | ommercials plugging Gaines’ Dog| mentary and naturally uses the 
g p ; 4 | coast to coast in dailies, trade and by WQQW Food were overlong, comprising the | product in his food. 
show and agency taking 25% off the | national magazines. . 3 | usual opening and closing med 


top before production costs. This 
insures that that backer has no sell- 


CBS Allen Nix 


Continued from page 25 





asked CBS to run a line into the 
Headliners’ Club dinner at Chi next 








him duck out on the dinner early 
to do his air chore from a studio. 
Agency argued that P&G had spent 


talk from the Headliners, and that 
the resulting publicity and press 


dig into its own pocket to pay the 
line charge.) 

What makes these CBS actions 
even less understandable, it’s point- 








Prosser agency. 














Heard 


by most... 


neferred by most 





ever, later last week when Compton | 


CBS only $50 to $75 to pipe his | 


Seattle—Dick Crombie, KJR news 


Bill Gunning has been upped from 
the transcription dept. at KJR to pro- 
ducer, replacing Ru Lund, who now 
heads the radio dept. at Strang & 





| The other newcomers to Washing- 
|ton radio so far have all set up shop | 


“community” radio job and aim for 
|the local retailer's dollar. 
Alexandria, Va., the oldest daytimer, 
is becoming less of a “community” 


the greater Washington area.” The 


ming” and plenty of jive. It has no 
particular specialty. 
WARL, Arlington, Va., pegs itself 


its easy, folksy style of programming. 
The newest Arlington, Va., opera- 
tor is WEAM, which made its de- 


goes light on the “community” idea. 
| Its gimmick is that it is going on 
the air “with name talent already 
well known in the Washington area.” 


Silver Spring, is in the chips more 
than some of the other indies and 
is doing an overall community 
broadcasting job. This station brags 
it has music to listen to, to shave to 
and to sleep by. Its news coverage 
hits the national stores but special- 
izes in local items covering the en- 
tire Montgomery County area. Its 


former Sec. of the Interior Harold 
Ickes as a station commentator. 
WBCC, Bethesda, Md., is another 
suburbanite which has gone in heav- 
ily for community operation. The 
station has particularly endeared it- 
self to the teenagers in its commu- 
nity with special quiz shows and a 
giveaway show for their benefit. 
Meanwhile, the network stations 
| here say the addition of the new sta- 





operation, advertising that it “serves | 


shost, plus two inserts. Latter could 


: i have been grouped into one at the | 
|in the suburbs and primarily do a| halfway mark for better results. In 


all, though, the show gives promise 


WPIX, | of eventually being better on tele 


than it is on radio, and registerg an 
okay preem performance for Herb 
eder, producer for Bent & 
owles. Fat, 


Friday (11) to pick up Thomas’ talk — het ra on local Po amg Sh BOOK 
| bef , as no longhair music, and goes in| With Harriet Van Horne; Sally Vic- 
bafens the Geet, Seenee Sian having heavily for “mood music program- tor, Donald Bain, rs. alter 


Thornton, guests 
Producer: Wes McKee 
Director: Roger Muir 


around $50,000 on the gabber’s good- : oe © ' 15 Mins.; Thurs., 8:45 p. m. 
will tour through his CBS listener |as “the Family Station,” is strictly | GENERAL FOODS 
areas of the west, that it would cost | community-minded and noted for | WNBT-NBC, N. Y. 


(Young & Rubicam) 
Harriet Van Horne, N. Y. World- 
Telegram’s radio editor, made an in- 


WNBT (NBC, N. Y.). Show suffered 
particularly from its uporiginality 
and the fact that Miss Yan orne, 
while photogenic enough, lacked suf- 
ficient sparkle to imbue a series of 


ed out, is that ABC is pitching hard | Unlike some of the other indies — ‘eae with any degree of 

for the Lowell Thomas-P&G pack- | around town, WEAM is backed by | terest. 3 

age for next.season. Some are won- | wealthy real estate and theatre men. | , ——— is one of those tried and ates SC JOCKEY 

dering—doesn’t CBS want it? Its starting rates, however, are rock — ame by tele programmers AVAILABLE 
bottom—$50 an hour and €3.50 per | °a"® , 98° but which has stuck gon-time or neon-time, I'll ride your turn- 

around to plague the industry be- aan with the patter and pi 
100-word spots sold on a seasonal some regi station. Many i f 
experience in no plana 


cause of its low cost and simplicity. 


, : basis. WOL-Mutual, for example, | Miss Van Horne gi . 1 x 
room chief, has resigned and accept- | .oj)5 similar spots for $10 apiece, | simulated living —_ = 2 a Ae Se a na T pK 4 
ed a job as manager of KBRO, new | while NBC and CBS have a stiffer | things over with what are supposed PW. tn date St. Cheese ts 
station in Bremerton, across the | pate. to be interesting personalities who ; ms eee 
Sound. Bob Ackerley takes over the Maryland Way drop in. For the preem show, the 
news job at KJR. Gordon Strunk is Over Maryland way WGAY columnist had Donald in, radio 
new production manager at KOL. : »| sound effects man, who makes with FOR STATIONS OUTSIDE 


the eerie bird calls, and hat designer 
lly Vigier, who brought along Mrs. 
alter Thornton to model her latest 
“ae creations. 
ihings were tough enough when 
Bain had the floor, since the eu, 
though adept at his particular voca- 





biggest feat to date was copping off | 








tion, is not a personality in himself. SSS 


goodwill certainly would be worth | but a This May yg sme a irene (eieenten Pane Sree : , 
the small outlay. Nevertheless, CBS |station advertises that it “serves ; : ; “HIRES TO YA'™ 
couldn't see it. (P.S—Compton will | Washington from Arlington” and | Wvpr (NBG W, oe She tern ol 


FOR SECOND YEAR 
68S, COAST-TO-COAST 













OF NEW YORK 


Young woman, New York radio ¢x- 
perience; ramming—excellent mu- 
sital backgréund—knowledge of re- 
cbfdings — highest w York refer- 
entes. x 123, Variety, 154 
West 46th Street, New York 19, N. ¥. 
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in the BUYING Ark-La-Tex 


Write for Availabilities 


SHREVEPORT 
50000 hel TTS 


| tions hasn't affected their revenues | 
|much. Oldtime independents WINX | 
and WWDC are less positive on this | 
score, since both have noticed pres- | 
sures from the daytimers. WWDC | 
continues to make a play for the | 
teenagers and to make a unique con- 
tribution to Washington radio by 
airing several shows a week for the 
colored audience. It is in fact the 
No. 1 station choice among colored 
listeners here. 

If Theodore Granik, moderator of 
Mutual’s “American Forum of the 
Air,” wins his bid for an AM station | 
| here, Wash " will have its first ! 
Gt piv ‘ in daily forums! 
of civic interest. | 























“Our bat boy trains on Wheaties, too!” 





ee ae + eee = 


tll ee eee 





a as 











Wednesday, April 9, 1947 





















BEMAN Bonus agency, producers of many 


AGENCY 








successful radio shows, still suffered the 





inevitable failures—programs with coin- 
cidental ratings so low that sponsors ran 
for cover. 

But Beman’s faith in many of these shows 
was unshaken. “They just can’t be that 
bad,” he confided to us at Marketing Research Headquarters. 5o 
we studied one case thoroughly, and found: 


1. AUDIENCE SIZE: Condemned by a coincidental of 4.2%, 
the true average audience was 7.5%, per indisputable NRI 
records—or 79% higher! (See Chart.) 


2. AUDIENCE QUALITY: NRI revealed a valuable quality 


in this program—great power in reaching 


© 4 
OF->* small town-rural markets—buried treasure 
o> for any advertiser who wants to invade 





these tremendous but hard-to-reach mar- 
kets. (Only NRI measures audience quality, 


reveals these opportunities. ) 


8. MARKET COVERAGE: This pro- 
mye gram actually reached, in 4 weeks, 21% of 
all radio homes—amazing market coverage for one modestly-priced 
show. (Revealed by “Cumulative” audience—another exclusive 


NRI feature.) 


“How long has this been going on?” demanded Beman. ‘Why 
didn’t somebody tell me?” 


THE CASE OF THE 
HIDDEN TREASURE 


So we told Beman—and now we tell 
you—that you can no longer afford to 
hamstring your clients and yourselves 
(and radio as a medium) by continued 
use of outmoded yardsticks which can’t 


measure audience size, audience qual- 





ity, market coverage (Cumulative Au- 
dience) or countless other factors of equal value. 


For failure to make full use of NRI facts: 

—How many valuable programs have been cancelled? 

—How many advertisers have lost a rare chance to gain sales 
at low cost? 

—How many agencies, artists and creative radio men have been 
unfairly criticized—even fired—for shows appealing to large 
but unmeasured audiences? 

Many of the smartest radio people, seeing these vital 
truths, have recently climbed aboard the NRI bandwagon! 


How much longer can you afford to have 
your best creative efforts short-changed— 
to leave them utterly defenseless against 
attacks based on incomplete, wholly in- 
adequate information—to allow the true 
values in your creative efforts to remain 
ne hidden from the world? 





We stand ready to place instantly at your disposal the 
finest, most complete research facilities ever developed 
for any advertising medium. It’s your move! 





THE TRUTH ABOUT BEMAN’S SHOW 








COINCIDENTAL RATING 
| nox’ HOMES IN 33 BIG CITIES) 4.2% 
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NON-PHONE) | SMALL TOWNS & RURAL eae 9.5% 
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(based on accurate electronic 
recorders) which provides, on a 
continuous basis, the vital facts 
needed in solving the problems 
and capitalizing the opportun- 


ities of programming, time buy- 











*Not his real name, but you know him well, 
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Mixed 


State-Private Setup Bruited 


For Pushed-About Argentine Radio 


Buenos Aires, April 1. 
Everyone has a plan for the re- 
organization of Argentina’s radio 
system, and behind the scenes the 
various factions are currently busy 
doping out details to try and get 
their own particular schemes put 





over. 

The Radio Control Board, which 
operates under the postoffice admin- 
istration, has a plan of its own which 
would eventually eliminate all but 


four of the outlets broadcasting from | 
Buenos Aires, leaving only three or | 
these | 


four big networks, one of 
state-owned and operated. The state 
network would be financed by “con- 
tributions” from the three commer- 
cial networks. 

Certain private interests have been 
trying to induce the government 
to accept the idea of a mixed state- 
and-private-enterprise — similar to 
the deal arranged recently with the 
International Telephone Co. The 
politicos have been trying to put 
over nationalization of the entire 
industry, inspired by their ambition 
to use the ether-waves for political 
purposes only. The present govern- 
ment has not cottoned to this propo- 
sition, rightly believing that it is 
much more advantageous to con- 
tinue the present system whereby 
the networks pay the piper and the 
government spokesmen grab all the 
time they want. 

Newspaper-owned outlets in the 
provinces have been given fair 
warning that any anti-government 
editorials in print will be met by 
eancellation of the broadcasting con- 
cessions. This occurred in the cases 
of Radio del Norte of Santiago del 
Estero, Radio Aconquija of Tucu- 
man and Radio Aconcagua of Men- 
doza. The various newspapers con- 
nected with these stations had been 
attacking the Peron regime. As a 
consequence the stations were closed 
by government order. There was 
some uncertainty at first as to the 
reasons for the shutdowns, ,but once 
the offending papers had softened 
the anti-government blasts, the shut- 
downs were reconsidered” and the 


commercial broadcasts on the three 
outlets were resumed. 


Oscar Nicolini, administrator of 
posts and telegraphs, who controls 
radio matters, is on a junket to 
Paris to attend the Universal Postal 
Convention as Argentina’s delegate. 
Meanwhile, mysterious forces de- 
scribed as “superior orders” con- 
tinue banning the country’s star act- 
ing talent from various r .dio pro- 
grams. 











Scripters 


Continued from page 25 








adopt “punitive measures” against 
any members attempting to sell ma- 
terial to the radio industry in event 
of an RWG strike. 


Mystery Writers of America like- 
wise agreed not to furnish material 
to the nets if RWG goes out. 

Vote by N. Y. session, including 
mailed-in proxy ballots, was 413-to- 
11 in favor of giving the go-ahead 
to Robert Newman’s RWG national 
























Mgt. LOU CLAYTON 
ONITED BEXALL DRUG CO. 
| Friday—CBS—9:30 p.m., EST 





4-G-M—"“This Time fer Keeps” 
“It Happened In Brooklyn” 





strategy committee. Pete Lyon, 
| eastern regional veepee, presided and 
outlined the guild’s demands of the 
networks. Well known personalities 
participating included Henry Mor- 
gan, Gertrude Berg, Hector Chev- 
igny, Ann Seymour and Elaine Car- 
rington. 

Hat passing for the strike fund 
quickly won heavy contribs, more 
than $20,000 in cash and pledges be- 
ing counted within a space of 10 
minutes, leaders reported. Many of 
the writers tossed in checks for $100 
or more. 

By last night the total strike fund, 
including Hollywood contribs, ex- 
ceeded $40,000. 

Hollywood meeting turned in a 
vote almost identical to the N. Y. 
tally, with 434 for and only 17 
against the action. Sam Moore, na- 
tional RWG prez, handled the Coast 
session, at which Eddie Cantor ap- 
peared to offer his personal support. 

Chi meeting slated last night was 
expected to put about 200 member 
writers of the midwest region on 
record solidly behind the RWG 
program. 


Slim Chance To Plug Gaps 


Question is understood to have 
arisen in the N. Y. meeting as to 
whether the advertising agencies 
could plug up the script gap with 
backlogs of unused or old material. 
It was felt such efforts wouldn’t get 
far, particularly toward feeding top- 
ical comedy shows. 

Feeling on part of many an RWGer 
was that the solid front presented 
by the guild and other allied groups 
of the writing trade would put the 
nets on notice that the group means 
business. Networks very likely have 
been holding off any offer to nego- 
tiate with RWG until they saw how 
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united the guild stood on the strike 
idea. 

Although the Radio Directors 
Guild has not yet officially gone on 
record supporting the writers, a liai- 
son set up two weeks ago between 
the directors and RWG has sched- 
| uled a joint meeting for next Mon- 
| day (14) in N. Y., at which it’s be- 
! lieved the directors may express a 
stand favoring the writers’ action. 
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Every team hes its sters, bul even all-ster 
teams need coordination te succeed. The 
teamwerk ef Weed end Company gives 
each ef its men full benefit ef the knew- 
ledge and experience ef this highly ce- 
erdinated organization. 
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Radio Reviews 


Continued from page 30 





part, because of exceedingly ele- 
mentary questions—the show adopts 
an I-have-a-lady-here, doctor tech- 
nique and passes out a few bucks. 
Final act has 12 cudience members 
in the jury box to hear a capsule re- 
enactment of an actual court case; 
if the jury decides as the actual one 
did, the jurors share in a cash jack- 
pot. Otherwise, the pot carries over 
to next week. : 

Show is not intended, it’s ex- 
plained, to give out legal advice. 
And many of the laws cited are local 





oddities, not applicable in other 
cities and states. But it must be 
said that the program, entertain- 


ingly different, presents bits of legal 
info either useful or interesting, and 
avoids the usual giveaway session 
sillyisms such as whzt’s your name, 
where d’ya live and whattya do? 
Also, quizees don’t get cash “and a 
big hand any.way” for not being able 
to remember their names on the 
spur of the moment. The brief 
“trial” caters to pop interest in crime 
shows. In fact, what with its duke’s 
mixture of fave radio fare and its 
capably handled production through- 
out, the package should pick off a 
better than passing rating. 

Show is heard on Mutual Thurs- 
day nights at 8, with WOR doing a 
delayed. broadcast Sundzy after- 
noons,. 





GIRL MEETS BOY 

With Carol Reed, Phil Sheridan 
Producer: Joe Derbyshire 

30 Mins.; Mon., 7:30 p.m. 
Sustaining 

KYW, Phila. 


Date” but has a gimmick all its own 
which makes for nice listening. 

Idea is to get three gals and three 
guys who are interviewed by Carl 
Reed and Phil Sheridan—the ques- 
tions bringing out the personality of 
the interviewees. Sheridan takes over 
questioning of the femmes; Miss Reed 
handles the male guests. A jury is 
chosen from the audience which de- 
cides which guy is best suited for 
which doll. When caught the contest- 
ants were students from Jefferson 
Medical College. The femmes were 
secretarial workers from the Stand- 
ard Oil Co. The medics were quick 
on the trigger and questions brought 
reactions which were good for 
chuckles. 

Prize is a date at one cf the local 
niteries. With a little more polishing 
up this show has definite possibility 
for an enjoyable audience participa- 
handle their assignments setae" ; 

hal. 


[ Truman ‘Tough’ 


Continued from page 27 














tions that there is nothing in the 
radio act which requires them to give 
or sell time to the Commies when- 
ever they ask for it. If they are 
seeking air time to argue the merits 
of some controversial public issue, 
the lawyers usually advise the sta- 
tions to give time for a forum show, 
in which the Communist Party and 
other groups participate equally. In 
almost every case, the stations are 
being advised to give rather than 
sell the time. 

Some of the requests for time 
have come from the CP in Michigan, 
Illinois, New Werk, the New England 
states and a couple from the south. 

During political campaigns the 
Communications Act reqpires sta- 
tions, if they make time available 
to any political candidate, to sell 
equal time to all other qualified 
nominees. FCC regulation has inter- 
preted this to mean any bonafide 
candidate, including those whose 
names are “written in” on ballots. 
This has frequently been a head- 
ache for stations but has assured 
that the Commie candidate got his 
right to buy time along with other 
party men. 

The FCC decision last summer in 
the Robert Harold Scott case in 
which it ruled that atheists should 
not ipso facto be- barred from the 
air and the Commission’s general 
policy that stations mantain a well- 
balanced program format and air all 
sides of important controversial is- 
sues are generally interpreted to 
mean that stations cannot just close 
their mikes to this particular group. 

However, the station managers are 
naturally wondering what effect, if 
any, the White House's crackdown 
will have on FCC policies and en- 
forcement. Since the Government is 
bound up with radio on the licens- 
ing end, they argue the Truman 
purge is bound to have some im- 
pact on radio and the ease with 
which allegedly subversive * groups 
get air time. This applies both to 
the reputedly fascist groups and 
those on the far left. 


nD 


Regina, Sask.Art Kennard, an- 
nouncer at CKCK, Regina, has re- 
signed to operate a farm. 


This show is reminiscent of “Blind | 


Inside Stuf—Radio 


Launching of “The Big Story” series for Pall Mall Wednesda 
was heavily exploited by WLW, which outlets the programs h 
the Cincy Enquirer, whose Joe Garretson, former star report 
a columnist, was made the hero-reporter of the initial crime-solving sho 
A part of the promotion was Garretson’s guest appearance on WLW: 
“Crossroads Cafe” series the same day, several hours before “The Big 
Story” was aired. 1g 

Dialers who heard those two programs had opportunity to reason th 
unlimited boundaries for radio scripters. On the “Crossroads Cafe” a 
gram Garretson answered a lot of questions about the murder featureg in 
“The Big Story.” Facts that he told were scarcely recognized in the radio 
dramatization for which Garretson was awarded $500 by Pall Mall. 

France M. Raine, Times-Star radio editor, commented on the scripters’ 
liberties in his column, explaining that the whole thing sounded entj 
foreign to reporters and desk men who worked on the murder story, 
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This is anni week around Boston radio. One of the oldest teams in 
radio, Hum and Strum, observe their 23d anni as WBZ personalities. Got 
their first fee ($5) for a three-hour broadcast. Names are Max Zides (Hum) 
and Tom Currier (Strum), Their act is old time harmony duets with 
ukulele accompaniment. 

Also a WBZ personality, “Happy” Herb Lewis observes 20th anni this 
week. Mother was Peggy. Lewis, coloratura soprano, and father was 
“Irish” Billy Lewis, former stage comedian. Lewis’ act is songs and 
chatter. He began as a big-league ball player, switching to radio when 
he injured his foot. Started with blackface routines, 





Several of the new stations throughout the country have been reported 
receiving letters from radio station brokers, who apparently hope to make 
a killing on commissions when the going gets tough and more and more 
licensees want to sell their properties. 

The brokers are concentrating their fire now on what looks like over. 
saturated radio markets. Their letters start out by saying, “I represent a 
client interested in buying your radio station” or words to that effect. 
Attached to this letter is another in which the broker states that before 
he enters into negotiations with his client the station owner must sign a 
document giving him exclusive brokerage rights. 

Joker is found in the fact—as several licensees have discovered—the 
brokers actually have no prospective buyer in wind, but merely use this 
as bait to get themselves some potential business, and to tie up the sta- 
tion’s hands on other deals. 





John Sinn leaves N. Y. for the Coast within a week to resume waxing of 
the transcription series which Ronald Colman is doing for the Frederic Ziv 
Co., and on which Sinn is overall producer. First two shows of the series, 
scripted and directed by Jerome Lawrence and Robert E. Lee, have been 
done. Sinn will spend most of his time now on the Coast (he got in a 
week ago) working on the series. 

Series, titled “Favorite Story,” are half-hour, once-a-week dramatiza- 
tions, with Colman narrating each, and acting in those stories he considers 
right for him. His wife, actress Benita Hume, will, however, not act in 
the series. Colman reportedly signed a five-year deal with Ziv, latter 
claiming he’s the biggest star ever inked for an open-end transcription 
series to date. Colman will work steadily on the first 52 shows of the 
series, on “favorite” yarns picked by such fellow-celebs as Alec Temple- 
ton, Lowell Thomas, Jennifer Jones, Sinclair Lewis, Shirley Temple, etc, 
Claude Sweeten is musical director. 
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to meet the situation.” Such stuff, 
said the committee, would not be 
broadcast by any station in the 
country. 








of a suitable code is “not a job that 
can be done quickly. We can’t 
promise a new code tomorrow. I 
think we'll. be working on it for 
some years to come.” 

Radio right now is simply the 
public’s whipping boy, Miller as- 
serted, and in a few years they'll 
find a new one and “take broadcast- 
ing for granted.” For the present he 
saw “very great danger of our suc- 
cumbing to demands for government 
control in order to get out from un- 
der criticism.” He pointed out re- 
peatedly that the press, which has 
indulged in “spreading criticism of 
radio,” has persistently resisted gov- 
ernment controls. 


“I personally feel that one of the 
greatest needs of broadcasting is to 
achieve the same freedom of edi- 
torial opinion that the press has,” 
Miller declared. “Logically, radio 


belongs under the First Amend- 
ment.” 


As for the czar idea, the NAB 
prexy wondered just who would ap- 
point him, what his scope of au- 
thority would be, and how he would 
enforce his edicts? Lot of room for 
differences of opinion there, he 
cited. “Don’t imagine I’m saying 
there isn’t any possibility at all in 
this. I’m merely giving you some- 
thing to chew on.” As he saw it, 
though, the proposal was a little too 
much to swallow. 

‘Unclean Hands’ 


On another sector of the critics 
vs. defenders front, NAB’s program 
executive committee came out of a 
two-day huddle in N. Y. last week 
with a slap at faultfinders who “do 
not come into court wtih clean 
hands.” Offenders, they said, in- 
clude “certain newspapers e-é 
(which) themselves observe sitand- 
ards of good taste far below those 
of the radio industry.” 


Singled out Particularly was a 
speech made by Mrs. Eugene Meyer, 
wife of the Washington Post's pub- 
lisher, in Los Angeles last week in 
which she attacked the radio and 
films “for a progressive vulgariza- 
tion of the public mind.” The NAB 
committee pointed a finger at a syn- 
dicated article in the Washington 
Post same day Mrs. Meyer's talk 
was published which “dealth for a 
full column with the sexual prob- 
lems of a middle-aged couple and 





Making the best 
even 
better! 





Now— 
along with 
“The Texas Rangers” 


A sure-fire give-away oF 
self-liquidating offer! At 
tractive 48-pages of Original 
Songs The Texas Rangers 
Sing and scrap-book album. 
Provided sponsors of The 
Texas Rangers” at cost! 


Write for full details. 


The Texas Rangers 
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PRODUCTION 
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Bave advice to the couple as to how 
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CIRCLING THE KILOCYCLES © 





pittsburgh—Virgil Miller, formerly 
with American Airlines, has joined 
the engineering staff of WCAE, re- 
place E. E. MacCosbe, who re- 
signed to go with the sales depart- 
ment of a radio manufacturer. Tom 
Keefe, announcer at WCAE, has re- 
signed to become program director 
of a new station in nearby Con- 
nelisville, Pa. 





Toronto—Don McLeod, who for- 
merly headed his own sales organ- 
ization in British Columbia, has 
been appointed commercial manager 
of CHUM, Toronto, 
expansion plans, CHUM has also 
taken on two new announcers: Verne 
Hill, formerly with CHML, Hamil- 
ton; Larry Hamilton, formerly with 
CJKL, Kirkland Lake. 

Kansas City—Contest aimed at 
combating juvenile delinquency 
has just been completed here under 
sponsorship of the Ararat Shrine 
Temple and WDAF. Jacqueline 
Shivers won the first place *award, 
e $25 bond, for the best letter on 
the prevention of juvenile delin- 
gency. Contestants wrote their let- 
ters following instructions given out 
on WDAF programs conducted on 
the subject. 

Elmira—New additions to WELM, 
Elmira, are Ross H. Beatty as sports 
editor and Herb raham as an- 
nouncer. 





Kansas City—Tony Williams has 
been added to news staff at KCMO, 
coming up from KFRU, Columbia, 
Mo. Mrs. Hanna Stewart has joined 
staff of promotion and publicity de- 
partment at KCMO. Lou Kemper, 
announcer, has returned to his first 
tand as a member of the staff of 

HB. He had recently been doing 
announcing work in Dallas, and last 
season was with KMBC here. 





Winston-Salem — Ed Galbreath is 
the latest addition to announcing 
staff of new Statesville (N.C.) sta- 
tion WSIC, which will open around 
April 15. 





Detroit—Bing Crosby will come to 
troit April 22 and sing over WJR 
or owner G. A. “Dick” Richards’ 





birthday. 
Albany—Carl Mattison, WOKO 
and WABY announcer, has been ap- 


pointed general wae of WGLN, 
new station in Glens Falls, N. Y. 





San Antonio — Ernest Pratt has 
been named Farm and Ranch Direc- 
tor of KTSA here. 





San Antonio — Application has 
been submitted to the FCC for a 
new standard station to operate day- 
time hours on 980 hkildcycles with a 

wer of 1,000 watts. Applicant is 

e Bexar Broadcasting Co., which 
is a partnership of Tex Ritter, cow- 
boy film star, and W. K. McCauley. 





Plainview, Tex.—Rial L. Campbell 
been named sales manager of 
VOP. Replaces Kermit S. Ashby, 
who joins KPET, Lamesa, as general 
Manager. 





Minneapolis—Clifford J. Rian, 
WTCN news broadcaster, tendered 
his resignation from Minneapolis 
city planning commission, but the 
resignation was nixed. Commission 
voted to change meeting time to 
accommodate Rian’s broadcasting 
schedule. 





Odessa, Tex.—KECK has taken to 
the air here operating deytime hours 
with 1,000 watts on 920 kilocycles. 
Station is owned and operated by 
Ben Nedow, local retail furniture 
dealer.. Jan King, formerly of 
WEDO, McKeesport, Pa., is general 
Manager. Bill Chambers is assistant 
manager ind program director, com- 
ing here from Den Lee-Mutual, 
Hollywood and NBC, New York. 





Crewe, Va.—WSVS, 1,000-watt 
daytimer, opened last week, with 
studios in Crewe, Blackstone and 
Farmville; Will use AP news, World 
ibrary, No network affiliation. 
Claims to be Only 1,000-watter in a 





_Pittsburgh—Tom Keefe has re- 
Signed as staff announcer at WCAE 
of 
station in nearby Cen- 


‘ become 
BI, new 
Nelisville, Pa 


program § director 





Detroit—Loren Watson has been 
hamed publicity director of WWJ, 
Bud !., 
aver. He wis formerly spore di- 


troit, replacing the late 


In station's new | 


ee of less than 3,000 in the coun- 
y 


ceiver sets (by dealers and distribu- 
tors) in the different clubs and pri- 
vate dining rooms throughout the 
city in which civie club luncheons 
are held. 





rector of WJR, Detroit, and still has 
a sports review over WJBK, Detroit. 

WWJ is operated by the owners of 
the Detroit ‘News, who also own 
WENA-FM and WWDT, tele, both 
Detroit, . 





Denver—Frank Hardin, formerly 
of WGST, Atlanta, has joined the 
announcing staff of KLZ, Denver. 
handling news and variety program 
announcing assignments, Richard 
Hopper added to KLZ news depart- 
ment, assigned to editing newscasts. 





Dallas—The Conro Manufacturing 
|Co., is presenting a new half-hour 
show which originates in the stu- 
dios of WFAA here and is aired by 
i|member stations of the Texas 
Quality Network, WOAI, San An- 
tonio and KPRC, Houston. Broad- 
casts feature the Workman, a 
plece cowboy combo, and the songs 
of Jeannie McDonald and Peg More- 
| land, It’s heard each Saturday, 


five- 





Charlotte — WBT-FM, Charlotte is 
now heard seven hours daily, from 
| 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. continuously. Pres- 
ent broadcast schedule allows for an 
| hour’s break—being off the air from 
'1 to 2 p.m. Addition of WBT-FM's 
j}noon-hour broadcast wes suggested 
| by the need of various civ organi- 
zations for good luncheon music 
during their noon meetings. Present 
plans include the placing of FM re- 


hepa 
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Lansing, Mich.—Howard Finch was 
|recently upped as WJIM veepee. 
With some 16 years in radio, he re- 
/ Sumed his career last year after a 
|; four year stint in the Air Force. 
Along with his new duties he'll han- 
dle organization of a new affiliate, 
WGFG, at Kalamazoo, 








| Oklahoma City—Kenyon Brown, 
| KOMA veepee and general-manager, 
who recently resigned, has been re- 
placed as g.m. by Joe Bernard, na- 
tional sales manager of KOMA and 
KTUL. KOMA last January 
upped 50,000 watts, city’s 
and only maximum watter. 


was 


first 


to 


WNEW’S ‘CIVIL SERVICE QUIZ’ 

“Civil Service Quiz,” 
program With a public. service-ex- 
;Sserviceman tieup, will be aired by 
WNEW, N.Y., starting April 22. Half- 
hour program, going on Tuesdays at 
9 p.m., will employ tests previously 


new quiz 


used in civil service exams. Use of | 
questions actually utilized for pre- | 
vious exams is expected to be of 


great help, as well as a big draw, 
to those expecting to take civil serv- 
ice tests. 

Program will be run like a quiz, 
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Radio Industry Forum 
Founded by H’wood Pros: 


Hollywood, April 8. 
Name of Radio Industry Forum|! 





has been selected by the self-ap- 
pointed program improvement 


groups now functioning among Hol- 
professionals, At its first 
formal meeting the Forum also 
named committees to serve in vari- 
ous functions, and announced that a 
statement of its aims and purposes 
will shortly forthcoming 


Ly woods’ 


be to the 
trade and press. 

It’s very probable that an attempt 
will be made to set up an Academy 
of Radio Arts and Sciences similar 
to that of the motion picture indu- 
try and with an awards system. | 
There's a definite move afoot to re- 
vive the long-bruited and NAB-killed 
radio academy idea, with likelihood | 
that w.k. Lee & Losch plan original- 
ly proffered as its nucleus. 


, cussion 


at Rigid Programming, 
Political Shenanigans on Radio 


Stockholm, March 27. 
Radio programming by Sweden’s 
state-owned and operated station has 
begun to meet a rising tide of dialer 
discontent. Listener opinion is 
clearly in favor of more dance music 
and better and 


dramatic comedy 


|shows but the bureaucrats Overlord- 


ing radio persist in feeding a diet of 


gymnastic programs, classical music, 
book reading and religious ma- 
terial. 

Despite talk of starting a second 
program service in Sweden, pros- 


pects for its actual launching remain 
slim 


with the government now in 
| the midst of an economy wave. Pos- 
sibility of commercials on the sta- 


tion to pay for a higher quality set- 
up is definitely not in the cards for 
the near future. 


Another reason for listener®gripes 
is the political use to which the 
radio station has been put. Before 
the war, there was no political dis- 
on the air but during the 
last few years, forum programs have 
been innovated for the airing of all 
It appears, how- 


with money prizes Last three | Phoenix—George T. Emerson, for-| shades of opinion 
{minutes will consist of a news spot, | merly with N. W Ayer, has joined|ever, that the ruling Social-Demo- 
listing all the civil service jobs for| KRUX in an _ executive capacity. |cratic government is favoring itself 
| which applications should be filed | One-time Ruthrauff & Ryan veepee, by granting disproportionate slices 
- for that week. ' Emerson assumes new post April 15.);of time to its side. 

needs a aeemiatti 
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ee - Three top national awards went , 


to WFIL in the City College of New York's’ 
annual competition for the creation 


and promotion of radio 


programs. WFIl’s “Teen Age Time” 
and the station’s promotion of the Louis* 
Conn fight broadcast received not only 
ithe highest awards in their respective 
Categories of competition, but also 

the plaque as the outstanding entry— 
regardless of category—received from 
‘any radio station in WFIL’s power class. 

We are deeply appreciative of this 

valued recognition of WFIL's constant 
planning for perfection in every phase of 
radio programming and promotion. The 


same attention to detail, the 


same desire to do an outstanding 

job that brought WFIL three of the 
nation’s top radio awards goes into the 
building of every WFIL program 

and plan of promotion. It is that 
regard for the tastes of our listeners 


and the needs of our advertisers 


that attracts both to WFIL. 


The Philadelphia Inquirer Station 


sco Dirsd On YOUR DIAL 


REPRESENTED NATIONALLY BY THE KATZ AGENCY 


AN ABC AFFILIATE 














ORCHESTRAS-MUSIC 


VARIETY 





Sheet Sales in Sharp Dip 


Music sheet sales took a rather sharp dip again inthe past two weeks. 

ublishers and jobbers feel that the slump may have been due to the 
nae holiday period, and are keeping fingers crossed against the pos- 
sibility of a continuance of the dip beyond the holiday week. 

At the moment, only the two top songs, it’s claimed, are marking 
up any sales figures. And those two, “Anniversary Song” and “Heart- 


aches,” have felt the pinch. 





Indie Diskers Seen 


Having Better 


Chance With Novelties, Standards 





As new 
gpring up, the tendency among them 
ia to avoid the pitfalls that have 
waylaid so many antecedents who 
have attempted to compete with the 
talent and production of major 
manufacturers. Newer indies’ idea 
now is to go only into standard and 
novelty material, indies feeling that 
record distributors and dealers will 
have much less objection to han- 
dlingeitems that will not go out of 
favor before they’re sold, as does 
the pop disk. 

Newest outfit with that idea- in 
mind is Monarch Records, into 
Which, it’s claimed, a considerable 
amount of coin is being poured. For 
the present, the firm is devoting it- 
self strictly to albums of religious 
and novelty nature, such as “Life of 
Christ,” narrated by Monsignor Ful- 

on J. Sheen, with an intro by 
Rardinel Spellman, and a book of 
disks by Father Flanagan’s “Boys 
Town Choir” of 100 voices. 

Another indie restricting itself to 
standards and novelty material is 
the new Rainbow label, originated 

y Harry Fromkes and Herb Hend- 
er, latter formerly with Cosmo. 

Rainbow, incidentally, will bring 
out its first album this week, which 
may remotely be classed as a pop 
work, but actually is not. It’s a 
book of four sides of tunes from the 
“Brigadoon” score, made with Al- 
fred Drake, of “Oklahoma!” and 
“Beggar's Holiday.” 


Duchin in Return 


To Recording for Col. 


Pianist - Maestro Eddy Duchin, 
who hasn’t cut a record since be- 
fore his entry into the Navy during 
the war, resumed work for Colum- 
bia Records last week. He cut a 
batch of sides in collaboration with 
singer Buddy Clarke, who, by virtue 
of clicks such as his “Linda” and 
“Glocca Morra” has become one of 
Columbia’s newest sales hopes. 

Duchin and Clarke worked only 
with a rhythm section. Disks were 
made in New York Friday (28). 





indie recording firms? 


Lang Thompson to Resume 


Maestroing at Pitt Penn 
Pittsburgh, April 8. 

Lang Thompson, back in the mae- 
stro biz again, will launch his new 
band April 14, at William Penn 
Hotel’s Terrace Room. It’s the same 
spot where Thompson chalked 
up his biggest hit with a baton 
several years ago. Won't in- 
terfere with his other assignment as 
m. @. of Wilken’s Amateur Hour, 
aired every Sunday over WCAE by 
local jewelry firm. 

Until signing with Wilken’s last 
fall, Thompson was working in band- 
booking department of Frederick 
Bros, in Chicago and upon eoming 
here originally was to have opened 
a branch locally for Fredericks. That 
deal fell through, however. At Ter- 
race Room, Thompson will replace 
Marty Gregor, who’s been there for 
past three months, 





Mercury Buys Keynote 
Plant on the Coast 


Chicago, April 8. 

Mercury Records bought the Key- 
note plant in Los Angeles, disposed 
of when John Hemmond, Jr., took 
over the latter firm from Eric Ber- 
nay, Outfit consists of 10 pressing 
plants, a rolling mill and plating 
equipment. They will be put into 
shape to work for. Mercury as soon 
as possible. 


Mercury last week changed its 
name from Mercury Radio & Tele- 
vision Corp. to Mercury Record 
Corp., at the same time shuffling its 
executive lineup. Irving Green is 
president; Berle Adams, chairman of 
the board; Arthur Telmadge, v.p. 
in charge of advertising and promo- 
tion; Jimmy Hilliard, v.p. in charge 
of recording. c 

Firm also intends consolidating its 
St. Louis and Chicago pressing 
plants. Which of the cities will be 
used as home base isn’t certain yet, 





but it probably will be Chicago. 





10 Best Sellers on Coin-Machines 


1. Heartaches (5) (Leeds)....c.cerssecce:: 
2. Anniversary Song (10) (Mood)....se.s. 


3. Things In Glocca Morra (7) (Crawford).. 
4. Linda (6) (Oxford) ..cccccresccccees: 
5. Guilty (7) (Feist) ..ccscscceccesecsees 
6. Managua, Nicaragua (14) (Encore)...... 
7. I'll Close My Eyes (7) (Maurice)...... 
8. That’s How Much Love You (2) (Morris) 
9. Sonata (14) (Oxford) ...cc cesssceee-s 


10. For Sentimental Reasons (20) (Leeds)... { 


Ted Weems ...Decca-Victor 
Al Jolson.............-Decca 
{ Dinah Shore,.....Columbia 
{ Buddy Clark......Columbia 
Dick Haymes.........Decca 
S Charles Spl ..«++-Columbia 
Charles Spivak....... Victor 
| Sauer | Whiting... .Capitol 
Johnny Desmond..... Victor 
! Freddy Martin. .......Victor 
Kay Kyser........Columbia 
Dinah Shore.......Columbia 
Johnny Desmond.....Victor 
coy Sinatra ....Columbia 
Bing Crosby .........Decca 
Perry Como..........Victor 
Carmen Cavallaro.....Decca 


King Cole Trio......Capito] 
Charlie Spivak.......Victor 


Coming Up 


I Want To Thank Your Folks (Oxford).... | 


That's My Desire (BEETS). .cccrvcccccccescces 
My Adobe Hacienda (Peer) ......e.ee-e0e0+ 
You Can’t See Sun (Simon). ®eeereeeeeeeees 


That's Where I Came In (Robbins)........ } 


dalousie (Harms) senesecesseeseesreees + | 


Mam’selle (Feist) .....cccccccesseseccesess 
If I Had My Life To Live Over (General)... 
I Do Do Like You (Harms)......... Scneese 
Feet’s Too Big For Bed (Criterion)......... 


Santa Catalina (Spina)...........esese.es. } 
Nobody Here But Chickens (Sun).......... 


My Bel Ami (Bourne) .......... 
Preacher and Bear (Harris)... 


eeeeee e+e ees 


That's Beginning of End (ABC)........... } 


Perry Como .........Victor 
King Cole Trio .....Capitol 


Frankie Lane. ......Mercury 
Eddy Howard....,..Majestic 
Vaughn Monroe......Victor 
Jo Stafford..........Capitol 
Perry Como..........Victor 


Harry James......Columbia 
Herbie Fields.........Victor 


Dick Haymes..........Decca 
Larry Vincent.20th Century 
Johnny Mercer.......Capitol 
Stan Kenton..,....,.Capitol 


Freddy Martin........Victor 
Eddy Howard...... Majestic 


Louis Jordan 
Dinah Shore 
OMe MNT 60s cc ccdse Victor 
i. ye eee Victor 
King Cole...........Capito] 


Kapp Shines 


Washington, April 8. 

Senator William Langer (R., 
N. Dak.), who started out with 
a chip on his shoulder against 
the record companies, took such 
a shine to Decca prexy Jack 
Kapp he insisted on having lunch 
with him at close of a Senate 
subcommittee hearing here last 
Saturday (5). 

Kapp, who made a — 
statement on Decca’s policy o 
encouraging GI’s in the disk biz, 
took the ball and carried it for 


the industry throughout the 
hearing, 
Langer, after hearing Kapp 


tell it, liked everything about 
ecca except the fact the com- 
— had no pension system for 
ts employees. Kapp promised to 
do some thinking about it. 
Decca prexy was accompanied 
at the hearing by economic con- 
sultant Joseph Borkin, a former 
Assistant to the Attorney Gen- 
eral at the Justice Department. 


Major Disk Co. 
Heads Grilled 
AtD.C. Hearing 


Washington, April 8. 

There will be plenty of opportu- 
nities for GI’s to set up as record 
dealers as soon as the disk manu- 
facturers enlarge capacity to catch 
up with popular demand for their 
product, heads of four major platter 
companies testified before Sen. Wil- 
liam Langer (R.,'N. Dak.), chairman 
© a Senate Judiciary Subcommittee 
here last Saturday (5). Commit- 
tee is investigating monopoly charges 
against the major companies, 

Langer told the disk men of sev- 
eral complaints from GI’s who 
wanted to retail RCA-Victor records 
but were turned down by RCA dis- 
tributors, Victor distributors al- 
legedly restrict their product to big- 
time, established dealers, he said. 
Langer’s principal gripe was that 
any dealer who wanted to should 
be permitted to market any label in 
the record biz. 

Langer said tne committee had no 
complaints against Columbia on this 
score. He praised Decca’s Jack 
Kapp when he testified that vets 
actually get first preference in Dec- 
ca dealerships and that the com- 
pany has set up a special counseling 
service for GI’s who want to open 
record stores. (Decca is the only 
one of the big five companies which 
owns its own distributor outlets and 
directly controls who gets dealer 
rights.) 

M-G-M Records’ Leopold Fried- 
man explained to Langer that his 
company has been in business less 
than a month, has three releases 
(9 disks and an album) on the mar- 
ket and welcomes “as wide distribu- 
tion as possible.” 

RCA’s 15% GI's 

Murray pointed out that 15% of 
RCA’s 10,000 disk dealers are GI- 
owned and RCA has had no com- 
plaints from vets that distributors 
were squeezing them out of the pic- 
ture. RCA’s distributors make these 
decisions, he said, without reference 
to the company and are governed by 
their own thinking. RCA will in- 
vestigate any cases which Langer 
knows of, Murray said. He men- 
tioned that in one city alone 60 GI’s 
had recently gotten okays to handle 
Victor records. 

Though little mention was made 
of it, the Senate Judiciary Com- 
mittee wanted testimony from the 
record men on a pending bill to 

(Continued on page 42) 


Marsala Can’t Stay 
Away From the Riffs 


Hartford, April 8. 
Joe Marsala, outstanding jazz 
musicians who has been devoting 
most of his time recently to the 
manufacture and sale of a children’s 
game, has resumed playing locally. 
Marsala and a friend have been 
staging Monday night jazz sessions 
at the Materese Club, West Hart- 
ford, the past few weeks, using 
name instrumentalists as guest stars 
backed by local men who are for- 
mer members of nationally known 
bands, 

Marsala has brought here, or will 
bring in the next few weeks, such 
men as Rex Stewart, trumpet; Roy 
Eldredge, trumpet; Jack Teagarden, 
Bill Harris, and others. Marsala 
works out with the group on clar- 
inet. Spot asks a $1.20 person ad- 











mission, plus drinks, eats, etc. 
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Eddy Howard's first hit for Majes- 
tie was @ song called “To Each His 
Own.” The rest become music 
business hjstory, With no plugging, 
either of the tune or the recording, 
it became a big diskbox hit. It was 
not, as one realizes in retrospect, 
an especially good record, but it pre- 
sented @ personality and, what is as 
important, it was part of a postwar 
trend toward sweeter music, 

In the something-less-than-a-year 
since, Howard has become a fairly 
big name in the band business. He 
has also become a big man in busi- 
ness, inasmuch as he has almost 
single-handedly kept Majestic thriv- 
ing. The other night we replayed 


E—EE——E———E———— 


Best Bets 


Ballad—“It Might Have Been 
Different Story” (Buddy 
lark), “I Can't Get vp the 
Nerve to Kiss You” (Freddy 
Martin), “Beside You” (Eddy 
Howard), “Mam’selle” (Art 
fund), and “Time After Time” 
(Frank Sinatra). 
Hot Jazz—“New Orleans Jazz” 
(Kid Ory). 
Novelty—‘“Brave Son of Amer- 
ica” and “Gravel Gerti¢ (Ring 


Houdini) and “Don’t Shoot th 

Bartender” (The Korn Kobe 
blers), 

Dance—“Quien Sabe?” (Jimmy 

. Dorsey), “The Light Turned 

Green” (The Korn Kobblers), 


“T Can't Get Up the Nerve to 
Kiss You” (Freddy Martin), and 
“Beside You” (Eddy Howard), 

Instrumental — “Misirlow” 
(Dave Rose). 


every Howard disk in an effort to 
determine what makes him popular. 
Beyond the fact that he has a 
whispery intimacy, we don’t pretend 
to know the answer. This week he 
is out on Majestic with a eoupling 
of “Would You Believe Me?” and 
“Beside You” and they sound like 
juke box hits, 


Howard band, let’s face it, is 
nothing his old boss, Dick Jurgens, 
couldn’t give the downbeat to (which 
is obviously ending a Dick Jurgens 
with a preposition, which is obvi- 
ously just what he deserves.) But 
the Howard band, like Howard 
clothes, has mass appeal, He has a 
boudoir appeal in his voice. It may 
not knock us out, but it is show- 
manship. All of which is to report 
that this new Majestic—especially 
“Beside You,” which is from “My 
Favorite Brunette”—will sell. 


Art Lund, who is a hunk of a man 
and not much of a singer, has an 
M-G-M of “Mam-selle” which you'll 
be hearing a lot. It is certainly the 
most acceptable performance Lund 
has yet delivered and, all in all, it 
deserves attention, Fact that the 
tune is growing will help. 
is the oldie, “Sleepy Time 
okay, but no “Mam’selle.” 


Jimmy Dorsey also provides 
M-G-M with a real hit this week. 
His “Quien Sabe?” cannot miss on 


Suggested Program 
* (An all-Eddy Howard pro- 
gram just to determine what, if 
anything, he’s got on the ‘ball.) 

“Adobe Hacienda” (Majestic). 

“Old Fashioned Love” (Col- 
umbia). 

“Paradise” (Majestic), 

“Jealous” (Columbia). . 

“How Deep Is the Ocean?” 
(Columbia). 

“Good-bye, Girls, I'm Through” 
(Majestic). 

“To Each His Own” (Majestic). 


the Wurlitzers. A slow rhumba, it’s 
sung by Dee Parker and Bob Carroll 
in an approximation of the idiom 
established by J. D.’s former vocal- 
ists, Helen O’Connell and Bob Eber- 
ly. Musically, it’s okay but showwise, 
it’s terrific. Reverse is “Time After 
Time,” which Carroll chirps com- 
petently. Tune seems to have possi- 
bilities for sales, 

Korn Kobblers is a group that 
you presumably don't beg to come 
home to dinner, but you might be 
attracted to them if you run a record 
company. It isn’t likely, for example, 
that L. B, Mayer has them to his 
house too often, but it’s certain that 
his M-G-M label cherishes them: be- 
cause of M-G-M’s absurd goings-on, 
the rest of the country has heard the 
Kobblers’ “The Light Turned Green” 


al.” It’s 





Jocks, Jukes and Disks 


By George Frazier 


ackside |: 








weeks before. us, We must in 

fairness, however, report that t 

is fine screwball stuff, “Bartendert 
indeed, seems a great juke poten 
tiality. It’s rather obviously a bet 1 
the Spike Jones fans, but it | 
lot of fun for everybody, . 


Dave Rose is another M-G- 
tributor this week and, on hone ‘ 
he more than earns his Salary, Hj 
recording of “Misirlou” — without 
vocal—is schmaltzy, and rather 
pleasant. It would seem practical 
assured that a great many cole, 
machine operators will gam 
We would. —— 

Freddy Martin comes through thig 
week with a Victor Seeburg sensa. 
tion—a coupling of “Piano Portrait" 
and “I Can't Get Up the Nerve tg 
Kiss You.” Forget about “Piano 
because it really stinks, but latch 
onto “Nerve.” Here is great show. 
manship. It's a superb job and if 
it dogsn’t crash plenty diskboxes, 
we'll eat Martin’s saxophone (melted 
down). 


Kid Ory and His Creole Jazz Bang 
really deserve a little mention, No 
body’s going to put them on jukes 
and nobody's going to make them 
best-sellers, but we think it no more 
than fair to mention thet their Cole 
umbia album of “New Orleans Jazz” 
is distinctly not run-of-the-mill, 4 
man named George Avakian, who 
went to Yale (which is nobody’ 
fault but his own, since he wis 24 
at the time) supervised this date and 
the Whiffenpoofs and everybody 
else owe him a great debt of gratie 
tude, It’s a fine album. It is musty 
and old-fashioned, but we know of 
few things which do more to in- 
terpret the origins of jazz. Ory’s 
singing of several items in French 
patois is pretty stirring and a sizable 
contribution to the problem and the 
solution thereof as to just where 
jazz came from, 


Buddy Clark, an old favorite of 
this department, does handsomely by 
“It Might Have Been a Different 
Story” (Columbia), but we didn’t get 
much boot out of his “If I Had My 
Life to Live Over” on the backside, 
So it can be expected to be a smash, 
since the tune looks like a hit, 
“Story” has considerable virility and 
all his great delivery, but “Life” 
sounds high-pitched and not alto- 
gether convincing, 

Frank Sinatra, who is an even 
older favorite, is out on —a 
with two more extracts from “It 
Happened In Brooklyn” -— “Time 
After Time” and “I Believe.” The 
former sounds like a big hit. Latter, 
a rhythm tune, sounds just so-so to 
us. 


NEW D.C. NITERY WILL 
FEATURE NAME BANDS 


Washington, April 8. 

Casino Terrace, newest bistro to 
make a bid for town’s waning nite 
biz, preems next Thursday | 
night, with Carmen Cavallero an 
his orch doing a one night stint for 
the occasion. Terrace, with an out- 
door seating capacity of 2,400, and 
900 indoors, is an adjunct of the 
Washington Country Club, g mem 
bership club owned by National 
Airways of Ohio. 

Nitery, which has been added to 
Country Club at a cost of $40,000, 
will be managed by John 
Hoberman, manager of the club for 
past five years. Hoberman has con- 
tracted with MCA to supply name 
bands for the suburban spot. | 
band policy, without shows, 
prevail, Club will operate Thurs- 
days to Sundays until May 15, = 
it goes on a six-day schedule, wi ‘ 
tariff for non-members at $1 
“guest fee” and $2 minimum {or 
both dinner and supper. 


Block Returning To 
Music Pub Business 


Hollywood, April 8. 
Martin Block is heading en A 
music publishing business ag@ * 
was disclosed today by Larry byt 
Block's manager. Taylor stated a 
Block is looking for a tune — 
making his second debut into 
and please—no “Open the card 
Richard” ditties. Block's pub 
were suspended, but not dissolv 7 - 
In his last publishing — 
Block hit with “This Is No Laugh 
Matter,” “Waitin’ For the Train h 4 
Come In” and “I Guess I'll Have 











and “Don’t Shoot the Bartender” 


Dream the Rest.” 
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AFM’s Free Concerts on Disk Coin 
Almost Cancel Paid N. Y. Park Dances 


Methods being used by the Ameri- 
can Federation of Musicians to dis- 
tribute among members the coin ac- 
cruing to the AFM from its per- 
record-sold royalty deal with record 
manufacturers conflicted last week 
for the first time with the regular 
operation of the band business. 

AFM’s idea is to pay its members 
in various locals throughout the 
country to stage free concerts, com- 
pletely avoiding, of course, any in- 
terference with regular band busi- 
ness schedules. Last week, however, 
the Consolidated Edison Co. of New 
York came close to dropping its sea- 
sonal staging of open-air-dances in 
N. Y. parks and playgrounds on the 
belief that N. Y. local 802 of the 
AFM would use its allotment of rec- 
ord-royalty coin from the national 
body to do the same thing. Since 
these paid dates by Consolidated 
have done the band business a lot 
of good in the past five summers, 
providing one-nighters for bands go- 
ing through N. Y. from one section 
of the eastern seaboard to another, 
etc., the loss of them would have 
hurt. 

Consolidated agreed to continue 
the allocation of its coin for 54 dates 
this summer only after it was as- 
sured in writing by 802 that no free 
dance dates would be _ scheduled 
with the record royalty coin. Local 
explained that it intended to use its 
allotment solely to stage concerts. 
On that basis Consolidated agreed to 
continue bankrolling its park dances, 
which also require no admission. 


MCA Invokes 
AFM Ruling Vs. 


Former Aide 


Music Corp. of America’s dislike 
for the new Mus-Art Agency, set up 
several months back by ex-MCAers 
Jack Whittemore, Russ Facchine and 
Lyle Thayer, with Howard Christen- 
sen remaining out of the circle for 
the time being, is apparently taking 
concrete form for the first time. 
MCA has invoked the infrequently- 
used American Federation of Musi- 
cians rule which gives an agency the 
right to refuse to do business with 
any personal manager to whom it 
objects, and the stand has involved 
MCA with Christensen and the AFM 
in a bitter hassle. 

Christensen recently was called in 
by Ted Weems to handle the man- 
agement of his band, which has be- 
come a big b.o. property via his disk- 
ing of “Heartaches.” MCA has so far 
refused to do business with Chris- 
tensen on Weems’ future dates, 
despite the leader's insistence that 
he wants Christensen to handle him, 
and also in the face of the fact that 
the latter’s contract with Weems has 
been filed with the AFM and ac- 
cepted by tat body. 

MCA's attitude seems to be based 
®n the knowledge that although 
Christensen isn’t at the moment a 
Part of Mus-Art, he is, in fact, a 
member of the new organization. 
MCA’s reason for its stand against 
Christensen’s association with Weems 
is expressed as a fear that in his 
contacting of that office on Weems 

lusiness he will pick up leads, etc., 
that could be used to advantage if 
Telayed to Mus-Art. 

Christensen has not become active 
with Mus-Art for the simple reason 
that he has personal management 
contracts with Jimmy Dorsey and 
Several other maestroes, and in order 
te step into Mus-Art he would have 
to forego those arrangements. AFM 
Tules deny the right to be a personal 


manager and an agent at the same 
time 


OSFELD ILLNESS MAY 
FORCE STEVENS SALE 


Stevens Music. set up last year by 
Maestro Charlie Spivak and Jack 
Osfeld, formerly 
a be sold within the next couple 
€eks. Osfeld, who experienced a 
Physica] collapse around the first of 
— on the Coast, is unable to 
re inue handling both the business 
professional end of the new firm. 
7 ae several deals been 
t's ~ for the sale of Stevens 
wo ~ able that Osfeld would stay 
pn he outfit devoting himself 
Y to the professional end. 








have 


with Morris Music, | 
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Record Lending Library 
Being Studied in South 


Memphis, Aoril 8. 

Latest development in the record- 
ing field is the establishment of 
record borrowing libraries. Num- 
ber of regular old-fashioned book 
libraries in South are experimenting 
with establishment of record depart- 
ments from which card-holders can 
borrow discs for a limited time just 
as they do tomes. 

Jesse Cunningham, head of Cos- 
sitt library here, is already making 
preparations to include a recording 
department in an expansion pro- 
gram for which bonds were recently 
voted in a special election. 


September Seen 
Earliest for New 
ASCAP Pact 


No conclusion is expected to be 
reached by the committees repre- 
senting 








and radio interests on a new con- 
tract until ai least September, when 
the National Assn. of Broadcasters 
annual convention takes place in 
Atlantic City. Both sides are prob- 
ing issues which must be resolved, 
via sub-committees, and it'll be at 
least September before anything is 
done on a contract to replace the 
current one, which expires in 1949. 

So far only two of the sub-com- 
mittees have had huddles, and the 
all-important television committees 
were not among them. Even after 
ASCAP and the networks complete 
a final draft of a new contract and 
sign it, ASCAP’s job will not be 
completed. It will then have to line 
up individual stations, using the 
terms of the network agreement as 
a basis of negotiation. 


James Avoids NG 
Dates of Last Yr. 


When it finally works its way into 
the northeastern territory late this 
month, Harry James’ orchestra will 
play only two or three of the ball- 
rooms it played during its rather 
disastrous trip east last year. Plan- 
ning of the tour this way is delib- 
erate so as to avoid as much as 
possible a repetition of last sum- 
mer’s b.o. failures, which were 
caused partially by bad weather 
which dogged the band and par- 
tially by his $4,000 per night guaran- 
tee, which forced admission prices 
up too high. 

James’ dates are being sold at 
$2,508 against the usual 60%. He 
starts Friday (11) in Los Angeles, 
working his way to Tucson, Ariz. 
(14), then through Texas ‘he plays 
Beaumont, his home town, April 24). 
These dates are booked by Music 
Corp. of America’s Dallas office, 
which hands him over to the N. Y. 
headquarters April 28 at Mobile, 
Ala. Thereafter, he comes up 
through Georgia, the Carolinas, Vir- 
ginia, Maryland and Pennsy!vania. 
While he has been in Texas before, 
he has never played southeastern 
dates, hence figures to blaze brightly 
in the area. 





itinerary set, there are several con- 
flicting items which must be re- 
moved before the tour can definitely 
be locked up. James will play 
neither theatre nor locations. After 
he finishes in the east, MCA’s Cleve- 
land and Chicago offices pick him 
up in succession for brief one-night- 
| er strings. 
the Coast via more one-nighters in 
Texas. 
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Amsterdam, March 25. 

Long campaign that the Nether- 
lands Organization of Musicians and 
Artists has waged against the prac- 
tice of hiring amateurs and semi- 
pros is at last bearing fruit. 

Some 33 municipalities now pro- 
coin to non-pros, 


hibit payment of eo 
: ‘ s+rdam and Eindhoven. 
including Rotter i ; ; 


the American Society of; 
Composers, Authors and Publishers } 


While MCA's N. Y. office has his | 


He may then go back to | 


3 Strikes—And Not Out 


Jack Meakin, musical director 
of “The Great Gildersleeve” and 
the Joan Davis show, last week 
chalked up the third synchroni- 
zation-right sale for his tune, 
“Out California Way.” 

Republic first bought it for an 
oater, then bought the title for 
the film in which it was used. 
Now same studio has bought the 
film rights again for Roy Rogers 
to croon in “The Hit Parade.” 


SPEISER BILLS ON 
DISKBOX FEES 
TO BE HEARD 


Washington, April 8. 

Hearing the latter part of this 
month or early part of next month 
has been promised for the two bills 
which would strengthen the copy- 
right laws by preventing free play- 
ing of phonograph records for profit 
by radio stations, jukeboxes, etc. 

Measures were introduced last 
January by Rep. Hugh D. Scott, Jr 
(R., Pa.) at the request of Maurice 
J. Speiser, general counsel for the 
National Assn, of Performing Art- 
ists. (American Society of Compos- 
ers, Authors and Publishers is also 
| interested in securing revenue from 
disk boxes for publishers and song- 
writers, but claims it is not backing 
Speiser’s bill; it will wait until his 
move is concluded one way or an- 
other). Senator Edward Martin (R., 





in the Senate, but has taken no ac- 
tion thus far. 
a House 
headed by 
CR., O.). 

First of the bills would simply 
strike from the Copyright Act of 
1909 the section reading: “The repro- 
duction or rendition of a musical 
composition by or upon coin-oper- 
ated machines shall not be deemed 
a public performance for profit un- 
less a fee is charged for admission 
to the place where such reproduc- 
tion or rendition occurs.” Knock- 
|ing out that sentence would agito- 
| matically make rendition in any 
business place record machine a 
“public performance” and _ hence 
— to fees to the copyright 
| holders, 

Second bill, H.R. 1270, aims at 
registration and copyright of all 
acoustical recordings and transcrip- 
tions. This would stiffen the law 
and also prevent radio stations from 
playing phonograph records and 
electrical transcriptions without the 
permission of the copyright owners, 
composers and performing artists. 
Protection here would extend not 
only to records but also to wire re- 
cordings, film, tape, ete. For the 
first time the recording artists would 
have a frm say in the matter. 


sub-committee 
Earl R. Lewis 


judiciary 
Rep. 








and moves of its own is due to cen- 
sure from foreign performance — 
rights organizations, which have 
complained bitterly about the use of 
their member's compositions in disk- | 
boxes here with no royalty returns. | 


Decca Will Distribute | 
Outside Label’s Disks 








| 


Decca Records will for the first 
time distribute disks carrying a 
label other than Decca through its 
various outlets. It will circulate 
the Commodore series of jazz re- 
leases, which find a rather large 
market among jazzophiles. Milton 
Gabler, who joined Decca several 
years ago as a recording director, 
originated and owns the Commodore 
| Record Co., selling them first from 
bis own retail disk store in New 
York and later franchising the Lib- 





erty and ether record shops in 
N. Y. to handle them. 

| Decca’s deal with Gabler via 
| which the former’s 42 U. S. dis- 


tributors. plus foreign outlets, will 
handle the Commodore disks, in- 
cludes an option by which Decca 
can purchase the firm. Whether it 
will press Commodore disks is not 
disclosed, but it probably will. 
Gabler founded Commodore in 
| 1938. making his disks with various 
outstanding jazz musicians avail- 
able at the time he schedules a ses- 
sion. He has been extremely suc- 
cessful with the project. 


Duke Ellingten orchestra set for 
two weeks at Ciro’s Holly wood, 
opening July 25 at $5,000 per. 





Pa.) was asked to introduce the bills | Hughie 


Bills will be heard by | 





ASCAP’s interest in Speiser's bill | 


Kenton Calls Of Decision to Disban 
Until Pacted Dates Are 


Played Out 





Embassy Asks Partial 
Dismissal in Song Suit 
Partial dismissal of the Denton & 
Haskins infringement suit over the 
song “Blue Blaze,” brought recently 
against Embassy Music, in N.Y. su- 
preme court was sought by the de- 
fendant last week. Court was asked 
to throw out all allegations in the 
action which arose prior to 1943 due 
to the statute of limitations. 
Decision was reserved by Justice 
Louis A. Valente. Previous motion 
to dismiss the entire complaint was 
denied by the court. Suit deals with 
an assignment: of rights to “Blue 
Biaze” by its writer Sy Oliver. Both 
Embassy and Denton & Haskins 
claim to have been assigned the song 
by Oliver. Also named as defend- 
ants in the action are Embassy own- 
er Tommy Dorsey and RCA-Victor. 





Pub, 3 Others 
| Named in Song 
Suit by Osborne 


| Maestro Will Osborne has begun 
| action in New York supreme court 
}against the Campbell-Porgie firm, 
Prince, Dick Rogers and 
| Mickey Addy, writers of the song, 
“It Might Have Been a Different 
| Story,” C-P’s current plug tune. 
| Osborne claims that the song is his 
jand that Rogers misappropriated it 
ifor his own use, Rogers at one time 
was Osborne's vocalist, later be- 
coming a maestro himself. 

| Papers in the action were .served 
|on the publisher and writers early 
| this week. Addy, now working for 
| Shapiro-Bernstein, had been with 
|C-P at the time it accepted the song 
jand had done considerable repair 
| work on the tune, as a result of 
which he was listed as a colliabor- 
ator. However, when he left C-P he 
| Signed away his rights to a third of 
the tune. 


| 


BMI Prexy Post 
For Carl Haverlin 


Long hunt for a fulltime president 
| for Broadcast Music, Inc., is ended. | 
| The $35,000-a-year job, dangled for 














months before Paul Porter, former | 
FCC chairman, before he finally re- | 
jected it, was accepted last week by 
Carl Haverlin, Mutual’s veepee in | 
charge of station relations. He'll! 


actively take over the assignment | 


| within a week or so. 


i 

Haverlin said he will “direct a! 
continuation” jn present BMI poli- 
cies, many of which he had a hand | 
in laying down during four years 
with the organization prior to going 
to Mutual three years ago. Immedi- 
ate effect of his acceptance of the | 
presidency will be to free Sydney | 
Kaye, who has actively headed BMI ' 


jas executive veepee, to devote more 


* Hollywood, April 8. 


Stan Kenton signified an intention 
last week of temporarily disbanding 
his orchestra due to poor health, and 
the news came as a bombshell to 
General Artists Corp., his booker; 
location and ballroom owners who 
have signed contracts for his serve 
ices up to Aug. 2, and rival agen- 
cies. Immediately thereafter a 
scramble started—GAC to talk the 
maestro out of the idea and the 


rival agencies to cop dates he is 
scheduled to play. 

However, due to pressure from 
GAC and people who had him 


cooked, Kenton has decided to keep 
going until Aug. 2, the point to 
which he is already signed for book- 
ings that represent $150,000 in guar- 
antees, Then he will vacation. This 
would make him available for one- 
nighters and locations already set, 
Such as Frank Dailey’s Meadow- 
brook; Convention Hall, at Asubry 
Park: Eastwood Gardens, Detroit, et 
al, all spots where he has done well 
at the b.o. during past dates and 
which are more or less depending on 
him to repeat. 

Kenton wanted to preak up May 2 
following the Hippodrome theatre, 
Baltimore, and rest until Aug. 15, 
then resume. He had been warned 
by his doctor to vacation as soon 
as possible or face a possible nerv- 
ous breakdown, 

Incidentally, whenever Kenton 
does take his rest and subsequently 
reorganizes, his entire current group 
has signified that it will be back 
under his baton. 


Mills Seeks To 
Set Indie Brit. 
Music Pub Firm 


Mills Music plans to set up a Lon- 
don publishing affiliate about the 
first of June, according to Irving 
Mills, who returned Friday (4) from 
a three-week junket to Britain, 
While the British government is un- 
derstood to discourage the establish- 
ment of new business ventures there 
by foreign companies, Mills pointed 
out that he’s been advised by his at- 
iorneys that it’s okay to proceed 
with the new branch which will 








| handle the regular Mills catalog. 


While three U. S. music firms— 


| Leeds, Irving Berlin and E. A. Mor- 


ris—have set up English publishing 
houses, the last two in association 


with Louis Dreyfus and Leeds with 


Peter Maurice, Mills said that his 
organization is not contemplating a 
similar deal. His firm will be a 
straight branch, owned and op- 
erated. 

Mills’ trip overseas primarily con- 
cerned the disposal of a flock of hot 
jazz platters to Electrical Musical 
Industries. In line with his record 
activities, Al Brackman joined the 
Mills staff this week, shifting over 
from his spot as head ef Robbins 
Music ad and exploitation division. 


Brackman, along with Mills and 


| time to his private law practice. In | . . 
For the First Tmme a reshuffling of titles, Kaye will be | the latter's son, Sidney, general pro- 


named v.p. and general counsel, and | fessional manager of the Mills firm, 
NAB prexy Justin Miller, who also entrain for the Coast tomorrow 
wore the title of BMI president, will | (Thurs.) for huddles. Both Mills 


become board chairman. | 


| Porter was one of several offered | 
the BMI post. Another was Paul | 
Morency, general manager of WTIC, 
Hartford, Haverlin, who was v.p. in | 
|charge of station relations when he | 
jleft BMI, has remained on the or- | 
' ganization’s board of directors while | 
serving at Mutual and had partici- 
, pated in the efforts to line up a man | 
for the presidency. When fellow BMI 
directors recently suggested that 
Haverlin himself ought to take the 
assignment, he waved them away. 
He was happy at Mutual, he said. 
But he was finally prevaiied upon. 





| 

Immediately BMI announced ‘“ap- 
propriate steps” will be taken to 
increase the number of directors of 
BMI. wi order to relieve Kaye of 
his present responsibilities and also 
make it possible for Mutual to con- 
tinue to be represented on the board. 
Haverlin’s successor at MBS has not 
named. 

Returning with Haverlin to BMI 
is his secretary of the past seven | 
years. Mildred Chetkin. She's the 
sister-in-law of Arthur Simon, g.m. 
of WLIB, N. Y. 


pecn 


men expect to stay a month while 
Brackman will return in about 10 
days. Howard Richmond, former 
head of the old Robbins Artist Bu- 
reau, moved into Brackman’s old 


| spot at Robbins. 





WAYNE VARNUM RESIGNS 
COL. FOR OWN BUSINESS 


Wayne Varnum, head of the 
Columbia Records publicity depart- 
ment in New York, resigned ‘last 
week to go into business for himself. 
Christine Edwards, with Columbia 
for some time both in N. Y. and 
Bridgeport, the home office, replaces. 
She was formerly with Consolidated 
Radio Artists. Seena Hamilton will 
assist. She will work in N. Y., her 
activities coming under the super- 
vision of John Birge, who heads the 
combined ad and publicity divisions, 

Varnum takes Beryl Reubens. also 
from the Columbia staff, with him, 


along with Marvin Drager, Columbia 
photo editor. 
i nership. 


The three form a part- 
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On The Upbeat 


New York | town, sporting bright orange chin- 

Del Courtney orchestra set for | Piece ..Jan Savitt into Ciro’s Fri- 
Edgewater Beach, Chicago, Aug. 1 to | day (11)...Al Donahue set for string 
Sept. 11...Spike Jones’ “Musical |of.-spring proms in Texas col- 
Reyes’ rhumba crew 
ern one-nighters in May...Sammy | h.o.ing at Mocambo for another two 
Kaye interested in the Johnny Both- |stanzas...Henry Busse will play 
well orchestra and may back it} Washington State Prom. April 26, 
financially...Bob Chester orchestra and has-been set May 16-24 at Rain- 
shifted from Music Corp. of America bow Rendezvous, Salt Lake. Then 
to General Artists...Boyd Raeburn pand jumps te Chi's Edgewater 
orchestra into Paramount theatre, | Beach for seven weeks’ stand, start- 
N. Y.. May 21 with Buddy Clarke /ing June 13...Merry Macs now 
and Marion Hutton...Sonny Dun- | vocalizing with Tommy 
ham works the Par behind Perry |new orchestra on Coast gigs Dick 
Como later...Norman Granz “Jazz |} Mulliner set for stand starting April 
at the Philharmonic” unit will do/18 at Claridge, Memphis Dick 
six dates at Carnegie Hall during | Webster, GAC coast 
the summer as part of the Carnegie 
Pop Concert series Eddy Arnold, 


made veepee of agency. 


Jack Archer, William Morris’ 


Pederson’s | 


booking chiel, | 





“The Tennessee Plowboy.” wrote | Coast band-booker, afoot again after 
“That's How Much I Love You, | pout with virus pneumonia . Bob- | 
Baby.” by Sherwoed gigging through Paci- | 

Keynote records, recently taken | fic Northwest ... Nat Brandwynne | 


over by John Hammond and Robert | starts stand at Flamingo, Las Vegas, 
McKinney, has named Max Lipin, of | April 24... Benny Carter has reor- 
Allied Music Sales, Detroit; as execu- | ganized here, and dicker is on for 
tive v.p. in charge of sales. James | Wilfiam Morris to rep 17-man crew. 
H. Martin Co., Chicago, will distrib- 
ute Keynote disks in midwest 

Disk jockey Fred Robbins (WOV. 


Chicago 
Will Osborne 


moves into Last 


| 


N.Y., and Columbia Records CBS Frontier for two-week stint begin- 
show), filmed for C olumbia “Thrill ning April 15... Phil Levant, Ray 
of Music” series with Ray Anthony Herbeck. George Winslow, Billy } 


orchestra.and Johnny Desmond . ..| Bishop and Ray Pearl all of Fred- 
Vaughn Horton, Choo Choo Ch- erick Brothers’ stable split six weeks 
aan rigs ia rer gi iy Te- of summer booking at Omaha’s 
cording for Continental Records ...| peony Park Russ Carlyle does 
pie nd ‘ae —s Spe an os midwest one-nighters all of April 
rom ashington, »-&., AP 2Y | stter closing at Blackhawk April 
for start of Columbia picture chore “' "Cab Cllowar on one night 
, Rocky Carr farmed out Blue ; 
Moods vocal group to Lou Capone Teddy Phillips takes over helm at 
... Group of outstanding pazz musi- ; 
cians and vocalists has joined vari- 
Ous jazz critics in denouncing Es- 
ire agzs “ecen aZZ OK ° 
enaotine ag Shia one prot the first Joe Mooney Quartet opened four- 
anni this week . Sonny Dunham | week run Monday (7) at Ankara, 
orchestra. and personal manager alternating with Jimmy _Spitalny 
Warren Pearl split Jack Egan, band ... Harry Walton doing piano 
former Tommy Dorsey flack and solos at Hollywood Show 3ar while 
later Alvino Rey manager, in N.Y. rehearsing new 12-pieee dance out- 
on Spike Jones biz. fit. He used to have a foursome at 
Apollo Records inked  songster | the Mercur Music Bar... Guitarist 
Billy Daniels and William “Cat” | Frank Scharbo has left the Buddy 
Anderson’s band. . Claude Hop- | Martin unit to take a trio of his 
kins newly organized quintet with |W" into the Club LuMarba 
femme vocalist Rena Collins, waxing : 
for Diamond Records, open for sea- | 0ld Piccolo Pete at Johnny 
son. May 29 at the Ausable Chasm | Brown's Club, for a while : 
hotel. Ausable Chasm, N. Y. . . _ | Eugenie Baird back to the old home 
Ralph Melendez rhumba outfit into |town, at Terrace Room. for first 
Leon & Eddie’s, N Y., April 13. llocal engagemenf since becoming a 


Hollywood | set to open Decoration Day at Pines, 


Aragon for month starting May 13 


Pittsburgh 


boss, 


Jimmy Zito’s new orchestra de-| where maestro was featured for long 
buted at Horace Heidt’s Trianon. |time before going into service 


Zito cut short his rehearsals last | Jack Olsen orch, just finished with 
week for five-day honeymoon with |two-month at Club Belvedere, play- 
bride. June Haver...Frank Stacy |ing some dates in the territory be- 


stand at Savoy Ballroom May 16... | 


Skip Nelson back singing with his | 


|network star... Bill LeRoy band | 


talking of forming a small combo | fore settling down for the summer | 


here for disking...Red Norvo in} at Donohue’s Mountain View, N. J. 


— ee ee - 


Inside Stuff —Orchestras-Music 


Hollywood Bow! is taking no more chances on arousing the commercial 
ire of temperamental artists. It has set a uniform fee for all guest soloists 
that will hold for the forthcoming season and subsequent ones. Following 
the wrangle caused last year over the reportedly upped fee given Jascha 
Heifetz, it was decided to proclaim a standard fee for all. Under those 
conditions it is very probable that Artur Rubenstein, one of last season's 
annoyed, will appear again—after reportedly declaring last season during 
the Heifetz incident that he would never again play the Bowl. 





An oral | 


agreement has been reached with him and all that remains is for the | 


artist to forward a written contract. 
Additional data on the Ted Weems “Heartaches” disk: At the time the 


with Weems’ rendition. 
might have had then by doing it at the peculiar rhythmic pace which 
has been more responsible than anything for thé disk’s current success. 
They felt he should have done it as a ballad. Too, according to Art 
Weems. General Artists exec, who played the trumpet solo on the disk, it 
was a “filler’” on a record date. It was done as a fourth tune because the 
band Fad nothing else to cut. 

Sam Goldwyn okayed a British song inspired by his Academy Award 
film, “The Best Years of Our Lives.” Song. which carries the same title 
as the picture. has been bought by the Chappell group. It will be making 
its debut in a few weeks under the Sterling Music banner and is now 
airmailing its way to New York for U. S. publication. 

Jack Fishman, news editor of one of the biggest Sunday newspapers in 
London, and songwriter Peter Hart. wrote the tune. (They recently 
teamed up to write a musical show.) 

Spike Jones, currently on a one-night “concert” tour with his “Musical 
Depreciation” unit, which has grossed more than $225,000 (after b.o. taxes) 
in 27 dates in the midwest, apparently doesn't miss a financial bet on his 
bookings His crew sells souvenir programs with pictures, biographies. 
etc.. for 50c apiece: hawks miniature saxophones stamped with his name. 
small popguns, also labels, 


and a host of other toys, ete., which may have 


some connection with his outfit’s kitchen-type instrumentation 


April Showers” is the second time getting a revival ride via the “Jolson 
Story.” Tune, written by Buddy DeSvylva and Lou Silvers. was published 
in 1921. It is from the musical “Bombo” in which Al Jolson made it. Al- 
though tune has had a slight surge in April for years, waxings by Jolson, 
Guy Lombardo, Dennis Day and Sammy Kaye are this year pushing it into 
hit proportions. Song has hit the top fifteen in Britain as well as in this 
country. 


Al Wilde. Moe Gale agency press agent. is responsible for trumpeter 
Erskine Hawkins being slated to do &@ Gabriel today (Wednesday) at the 
opening of the Ringling circus at Madison Square Garden. Hawkins is 
supposed to toot in the lion cage during the opening performance. The 
lions are just supposed to listen, like everybody else. 


10 Best Sheet Sellers 


(Week Ending, April 5) 


Antiversary Song......... Mood 
Heartaches ......’...:....-Leed@s 
SAS 5-c ams os ek we .e....Mayfair 
Glocea Morra......... Crawford 
Managua Nicaragua...... Encore 
It's a Good Day.. Capitol 
I'll Close My Eyes......Maurice 
CAI Ws cc ruttctesy ke aha o0s Feist 
WEARS. ccc ikccce canons ee 
You Can't See Sun........ Simon 
Second 10 
For Sentimental Reasons. . Leeds 
My Adobe Hacienda ...... Peer 
Bl You Shapiro-B 
Egg and I .Feist 


April Showers Witmark 
Life to Live Over..... General 
That’s Where I Came In. Robbins 
Roses In Rain Barton 
Wyoming ko Feist 
No Greater Love Revublic 


. A. Disk Sales 
Are on Upbeat 


Washington, April 8. 








Record sales are on the upbeat in 
Brazil, Ecuador arn 
port uo. 
merce, 


Uruguay. re- 
Com- 
Department officials say 
Brazil has an annual domestic pro- 
duction of about 1,400,000 records, 
of which 52°. are produced from 
imported matrices. In addition 


Department of 


t 





excellently attuned to postwar needs 


i beat, 


about 400,000 records are imported. 


Chief demand is for 
light Brazilian music.” 


“dance and 


Ecuador has been importing some 


U. S. records but our product runs 
into stiff competition with the cheap 
Latin-American output. . Brazil, Chile 


ang Argentina are the chief pro-| than has been heard in a new band 
ducing nations south of the border, | 


with the Argentines 
strongly into the market in various 
Latin nations during the past two 
years. 

Uruguay, smallest of the markets, 
has an average year’s demand for 
only about 60,000 records, say Com- 
merce Department, with the U. S. 
and Argentina as the 
sources. 


[fecal Gres Pes : 
To Picket Philly Date 
By Kirsten Flagstad 


Philadelphia, April 8. 

When Kirsien Flagstad appears 
at the Academy of Music April 22 
for a scheduled concert. there will 
be a protest meeting against her 
going on in another part of the 
building. Foyer of the Academy has 
been rented by a group of liberal 
organizations for a rally against La 
Flagstad. In front will be a picket 
line with representatives of labor, 
veteran and liberal groups. who 
have invited Walter Winchell to ad- 
dress their meeting. 

John Lewis, president of the 
Academy and a noted liberal leader 
in Philly, has promised that the 
picket line in ‘ront of the Academy 
“will not be interfered with.” How- 
ever, he refused to rescind permis- 
sion for the concert to be held. Flag- 


; | stad’s appearance here is under the 
disking was made years ago the writers of the tune were very unhappy | aegis of George Engles. of Consoli- 
They felt he ruined whatever chance the disk | ,. ' v : 


dated Artists in New York. 


GALE AGENCY MAPS 
OFFICE ON THE COAST 


Gale Agency intends to set up a 
branch office in Hollywood later this 
month, if office space can be found. 


, Billy Shaw, one of the partners in 


the agency with Moe 


west April 19 to look for the re- 
quirements 

Who will staff the Coast branch 
when and if it is established is not 


Gale, its | 
founder, and frere Tim Gale, goes, 


|} rangements: never blasts uncomfort- 


muscling | 





principal | 





| 


yet decided. It wil! be the first at- | 


tempt by Gale. incidentally, to set 
up another office; heretofore, every- 


| Girl That I Marry 


thing has been handled out of New | 


York 
. 
Weems, Mercury Sign 
Chicago, April 8. 
Ted Weems orchestra. which 
hasn't had a recording contract io 
years, signed with Mercury here 
last week. Deal is for an undisclosed 
term. First records will be made 
within the next few weeks 
Interest in Weems, who has been 
working the College Inn. Sherman 
hotel, here, was heightened by his 
hit recording of “Heartaches,” which 


jhe made for both RCA-Victor and 


Decca. 








Band Reviews 


RANDY BROOKS ORCH (13) 
With Aileen Stanley, Jr. 
Pennsylvania Hotel, N. Y. 

This is the ideal postwar band. 
Given half a chance via proper 
recording and exploitation push— 
with the emphasis on the former— 
it can go a long way toward solidify- 
ing a trend already started that 
would pull the band business from 
the b.o. morass it has been anchored 
in during the past six or eight 
months. 

Brooks’ qualifications are these: a 
band composed of 12 men plus him- 
self, which (a) is obviously cheaper 


to operate (b) sounds like a larger } 


band (c) looks smart (d) works 
beautifully and (e) is equipped with 





an excellent front line in Brooks’ 
great trumpet talent, the selling and 


which is convincing. 

Back when Brooks started his own 
band, he had 2 same ideas which 
numerous other  sidemen-turned- 
maestros had developed—a penchant 
for proving to the righteous (jazzo- 
philes to you) that his band could 
blast _’em over with the best. He 
struggled—and starved. Now, he’s 
gotten smart and in the process ap- 
parently found out what five brass, 
four sax and three rhythm could do 





instrumentation comparable with 
the old Benny Goodman outfit which 
nanny consider the greatest band evei 
put together. 


At any rate, Brooks’ new outfit is 


and it should go far with, as was 
said above, the proper push. It works 
with an unbelievably easy dance 
which probably can be at-|} 
tributed to the fact that it is not so 
overloaded with musicians as to get 
in its own way; uses smartly modern, 
but at the same time commercial ar- 


ably (apparently having had a ceil- 
ing placed on brass writing), and all 
in all is endowed with more class 


in months. 


_ Another unusual angie to this band 
is that on opening night. with most 
of a hefty house composed of music 
tradespeople, there was a constant 
tendency to stand around and listen 
to individual ‘arrangements. Miss 
Stanley, etc. And a constant read- 
iness to applaud ordinary dance 
tunes. In the latter, however, there 
is one fault that can be corrected to 
improve the outfit further: its ballad | 
efforts are too slowly played for! 


complete comfort. Otherwise 
there. : 


Miss Stanley, seemingly a 
comer, does an excellent job. 
pletely uninhibited, she sells ; 
ties like a veteran. Prine ably ¢ 
the ballad load and looks well, to 
She is, incidentally, the 18-year old 
daughter of Aileen Stanley, the one 
time vaude singing headliner. : 

This band has all the ingredient. 
necessary to help itself and the bets 
business generally. It needs only, ag 
mentioned above, the chance. ~’ 

Wood. 


it's in 


newe 
Com. 
10Vel. 
arries 


TOMMY RYAN ORCH (9) 

Ben Maksik’s Roadside, Brooklyn 
Former vocalist with Sammy 

Kaye, Tommy Ryan debuted a new. 


rea’ |ly-organized combo recently at 
singing of Aileen Stanley, Jr., a cute ; 
blonde, and Harry Prine’s baritone, | 


this comparatively remote Class A 
dine and dancery in the farthest 


|reaches of Flatbush. Leaving Kaye 


in 1943, Ryan fronted Blue Bar- 
ron’'s band for six months before 
going in the service for a two-year 
stretch. Hence, he’s no novice at 
batoning. 


Here at the 600-seat Roadside 
which Maksik started as a hot dog 
stand nine years ago, Ryan has as- 
sembled an aggregation of youthful 
sidemen who need plenty of re- 
hearsing. Comprising four réed. two 
brass and three rhythm, band’s Style 
is definitely on the sweet side and 
it takes no tune detective to nole 
the similarity to Kaye's style 

Ryan, who's been knocking about 
as a single in theatre and nitery 
dates since his service exit as well 
as handling an enterprise of his own 

the Sapphire Room, in Jackson 
Heights, L. I. is a personable leader 
who spares no opportunity to use his 
Sugary tenor to sweeten pop ballads. 
Fullness of sax section is emphasized 
while two of the reedmen occasion- 
ally double on clarinets. Handled by 
the Frederick Bros., band is set here 


|for five weeks with options. Its small 


size reflects an obvious attempt to 
hold down the nut. 


EDDY HOWARD ORCH. (14) 
With Jack Osfeld 
Meadowbrook, Cedar Grove, N. J. 
Eddy Howard, who hit the top of 
the coin-machine meter last vear 
with his “To Each His Own” record- 
ing, prior to which he was more or 
less a Chicago territorial favorite, 
is a fine buy for just about anv type 
of spot outside of jump locations, 
which are now few and far between 
(Continued on page 54) 





Songs With Largest Radio Audiences 


The top 30 songs of the week, 


based on the copyrighted Audience Cor- 
erage Index Survey of Popular Music Broadcast 
Published by the Office of Research, Inc.. 


over Radio Networks. 
Dr. John G. Peatman. Director. 


Survey Week of March 28-April 3, 1947 


A Sunday Kind of Love 


Anniversary Song—-+"Jolson 3: oa i * Seaaean ® ney ‘lens car 
April Showers—#“Jolson es i558 226s hee, cae oy Harms 
Beware My Heart .............. PR ee Rik ear Feist 

Bless You _. sie waits O08 « Otis eteedhes ' mpreaes: , ‘Shapiro-B 
Do You Love Me Just As Much Me is, 05d vals bade tk Ss ‘ Goldmine 

I Love You For Sentimental a eee : Duchess 
Guilty Seb Xeh ee ah ee OR hls Cha ke och ne .. Feist 
UNE cities we tis tute os AN SAAT one vi je Leeds 


How Are Things In Glocea Morra—*“Finian’s Rainbow”. ....Crawford 


If This Isn't Love—*“Finian’s Rainbow” 


OES Chone Bay Byes ioc. diese Vics dads shheccemiaciiieii 
Se QOS ROOD cic ccs cvc ce Padea dear eee bbeveevea sei bade London 
sjabyale eceaitn LIE CETTE ie . +++.Capitol 
SO | Ber ae bitseeveevesale o3t'ses0 Otay se pean ebeuens Morris 
Managua ee en ek FE 6d wastiweee ome 
Maybe You'll Be There ............... Teri. STREET RETEY 
My Adobe Hacienda bes a ct kend Oe adres noes wae @.. Southern 
(There Is) No Greater Love erin trate se gph i-ob ee oid World 

Oh, But I Do—;“Time, Place, Girl’....... ......... .... Witmark 
Oh Why Did I Ever Leave Wyoming?..........,..... .....Feist 
chugs, PR EPO Red aw eon edee sess ipudewaah Vesens ....Oxford 
That’s Where I Came In ..... MTEL oT re ee ee . «+.-Robbins 
pi 2 yf) ee ey ys a nr ye . Jefferson 
Too Many Times Pte, ide swith ad. cabs as COOROOE 
We Could Make Such Beautiful Music...,........ ss ees oboe 

What Am I Gonna Do About You?—*“Ladies Man”..... ....Paramount 
When Am I Gonna Kiss You Good i oe, ey ..Martin 
You Can Take My Word For It Baby................ oc tee MOrris 
You Can't See the Sun When You're | RAD a Rae: George Simon 





The remaining 22 songs of the week. 


from the copyrighted Audience 


Coverage Index Survey of Popular Music Broadcast on Radio Networks. 


Published by the Office of Research. 


Inc., Dr, John G. Peatman, Director. 


A Rainy Night In Rio—“Time. WO, NEN dé bu cudane sss bane Witmark 


After Graduation Day 
Among My Souvenirs.... ........ 
Another Night Like This_.... 


I Believe 


I Gotta Gal I Love—;“Ladies Man” 


I Tipped My Hat and Slowly Rode Away 


I Want To Thank Your Folks. . 


It Might Have Been a Different Story.... 


It’s Dreamtime 

My Pretty Girl 
Possum Song aie 
Old Devil Moon—*: 
Roses In the Rain 
That’s the Beginning of the End.. 
To Me—*“Fabulous Dorseys” 
Who Cares What People Say 


Why Did It Have To End So Soon. ms 


You'll Always Be the One I Love 
You'll Know When It Happens.. 


t Filmusical. * Legit Musical. 


eee 


“Annie Get Your Gun” 
Beli ‘It Happened in Brooklyn” 
I Can't Believe It Was All Make-Believe 


eee TTT T TTT ee . Chappell 
..T. B. Harms 
..Marks 
. . Berlin 
. Sinatra 
.BVC 
eer ee Famous 
.. Robbins 
os ae CEO 
‘Te hes C-P 
Santly-Jo. 
Republic 
..H. Warren 
.Crawford 
.Barton 
ABC 
Dorsey Bros 
wee ve Harms 
Berlin 
Sinatra 


oe coe OUTNHE 


See eeeee 
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ASCAP Pub Classification Group 
To Meet Weekly to lron Ratings 





Publishers classification committee + 


of the American Society of Com- 
posers, Authors and Publishers has 
at long last begun- the re-measuring 
all availability ratings of publisher 
members. Meetings of the last two 
weeks prepared for the oft-promised 
problem of straightening out avail- 
ability affairs and alleviating the 
plethora of beefs the Society has 
withstood in the past year. Meetings 
will be conducted virtually every 
week for as long as necessary, 

Job the committee, composed of 
the 12 publisher members of ASCP’s 
director board, is facing isn’t easy 
since the line of demarcation be- 
tween just another pop song and a 
so-called “standard” song, which in- 
creases the value of individual cata- 
logs and decides their availability- 
point value, is extremely difficult 
to draw. However, when the com- 
mittee completes thé job, it’s hoped 
that the current distribution of 76% 
of all availability points among 14 
publishers, while some 171 hold the 
remaining 24%, will be arranged so 
that squawks will be fewer. 


- ag 


Continental Planning 


Holiand Pressing Plant 


Continental Records, one of 
many indie firms in the New York 
area, reveals it is preparing to con- 
struct a pressing plant in 
to serve Europe. Emery Rozsa, na- 
tional sales manager of the firm, is 
skedded to leave for Holland within 
two weeks to solidify plans for a 
factory to cost $75,000 with a month- 
ly production of 50,000 disks. 

Where Continental will get the 
materials to put up a factory in war- 
torn Europe isn’t explained. 





Jantzen Beach, Portland, 
To Feature Name Bands 


Portland, Oregon, April 2. 
Under Roy Carpenter, new man- 
ager for Jantzen Beach Park, the 
Northwest’s $1,000,000 playground, 
name bands will be featured in the 
Golden Canopied Ballroom during 
the coming summer season. The 


park opened April 5 for weekends | 


with daiiy operation after May 1. 

The Pacific northwest’s only large 
amusement center, Jantzen’s has 
added several new rides and reno- 
vated the old ones. Additional park- 
ing space, badly needed last year, 
has been provided. 
















The Newest release of 
this beautiful ballad 


MY GAL SAL 


MiLLS BROS. 
on Decca 


All Material Available 


vwmZCoH ACOUZP«4uw 


Frankie Laine Recording 
Revives Another Oldie 


“That's My Desire,” an _ oldie 
that’s mounting in popularity due 
chiefly to the Frankie Laine (Mer- 
cury) waxing, resulted in its com- 
poser, Berlin Music staff arranger 
Helmy Kresa, being called on the 
carpet before prexy Beriin to learn 
why he didn’t give his own firm first 
crack at it. 

Kresa, with Berlin some 22 years, 
explained he'd written “Desire: | 

| 





some 16 years ago with. Carroll 
Loveday, and it was originally pub- 
lished by the old Sterling Music Co., | 
whose catalog has been 
sorbed by Mills. 


since ab- 





Mellin Sets Up 


Own BMI Pub 





|} manager of 





PAULL-PIONEER MUSIC CORP 








WATCH THIS BALLAD! 


THAT’S MY DESIRE 


MILLS— 
NEW COMEDY SONG HiT 


BACIAGALOOP 
(Makes Love on da Stoop) 
MILLS 
Program this Standard 
with NOSTALGIC MAGIC 


HELLO! SWANEE HELLO! 


MILLS MUSIC, Inc. 
1619 Broadway, New York 19 


































Bobby Mellin, general professional 
Broadcast Music’s own 
New York contact staff, breaks away | 
from the parent organization May 2| 


to go into a publishing venture of 


the | his own, financially backed by BMI 
© | He is setting up Mellin Music with 
}a song titled “There’s That 


} ani ¢ ” P what | 
Holland | Feeling Again” on a deal somewhat 


Lonely 


| similar to that of many other pub- 
| lishing firms that went into business } 
with BMI assistance. 

Mellin is taking with him, from 
| the BMI staff in N. Y., George Lee 
}and Julie Chester. Jerry Lester, 
| who had been headquartered in N. Y 
| for (Freddy) Martin Music, has left 
| that post to cover Chicago for Mel- 
lin. No replacements have been 
named as yet. 

Mellin’s move, which he has been 
anxious to make for months, 





meeting of the BMI director board. 


SCHWARTZ LOSES 1006 








Jean Schwartz lost his $100,000 | 
| damage suit against 20th-Fox, | 
George Jessel, producer, and Mrs. 


Irving Netcher, his former wife who 
| achieved note during her stage ca- 
| reer as Roszika Dolly, of the Dolly 
| Sisters. 
Schwartz, a songwriter, declared | 
pre defendants had. damaged him to} 
the extent of $100,000 by leaving | 
| him out of the 20th-Fox filmusical. | 
i“The Dolly Sisters.” Darryl F. 
| Zanuck, studio chief, testified that | 
Schwartz had been paid $2,000 for 
his rights, and that the studio was | 
within its legal rights in employing 
dramatic rights in filming a _ bio- 
graphical picture. Judge Campbell, | 
in L. A. federal court, directed a | 
verdict in favor of the defendants. 


| 
| 
| 
! 
| 
| 
| 
| 





‘Fabulous Dorseys’ On 
Opposing L.A. Marquees 


Hollywood, April 8 

Possible boxoffice battle between 
the bands of Tommy and Jimmy 
Dorsey looms here. Late last | 
week J. D. was finally set for | 
five weeks at the Palladium, starting 
Sept. 2. Since T.D. is planning to 
reorganize his orchestra here around 
mid-May and restore his Casino | 
Gardens ballroom to _ full-week | 
policy, staying approximately four 
months at spot, the two crews would 
be poised against each other for sev- 
eral weeks, providing TD lingers | 
ithat long at his terpalace. 

The JD booking long has been 
lexpected, as Palladium panjandrum 
Maury Cohen has been angling for | 
band for some time. Booking | 
marks first time he has played any 











ABE OLMAN 
SUGGESTS FOR YOUR PROGRAM 


’M IN 
THE MOOD 
FOR LOVE 
Music by... 


JIMMY McHUGH 
ROBBINS 





spot hereabouts save Casino since | 
he and T. D. bought spot several 
j years ago. 


| 


| Bishop Snags Plum 
| 


Memphis, April 8. 
Billy Bishop orchestra, current at 
Hotel Peabody, landed a choice plum 
‘in connection with the visit | of | 
President Truman to the Mississipp! 

Delta early in May. 
Bishop band, which will be in 
|Chicago at that time, will be flown 
lto Greenville, Miss., where it will 
| play for the presidential reception 
| and banquet at Greenville Country 








i Club, May 8. 





'officer for 


was|!ng around 
finally okayed last week during a! 


' terpalace. 


Ind. Promoter Snagged 
On B.O. Tax Delinquency 


Indianapolis, April 8. 

Lorin H. Kiely, Evansville, Ind., 
criminal lawyer and former theatri- 
cal promoter,. pleaded guilty to a 
criminal information charging fail- 
ure to report Federal amusement 
tax receipts in Federal Court here 
last week. Kiely, who sponsored 
name band and sports’ events at 
Evansville and in Kentucky, was 
charged as delinquent on $4,173 in 
admission tax money covering seven- 
month period, but protested through 
attorney the amount was incorrect. 

Case referred to-court probation 
further investigation by 
Judge Robert C. Baltzell. 


BASIE RENEWS WITH 
BYC FOR 3 YEARS 


Count Basie, 
past 


who has during the 


several months been variously 


reported as having signed a pub- 
lishing deal with Robbins Music and 
Burke-Van Heusen, renewed = an 
agreement with Bregman, Vocco & 


Conn last week. New deal is for 
three years, and while the details 
of the arrangement are undisclosed 
it’s claimed to be better financially 
than his last pact, which returned 
the maestro between $8,000 and 
$9,000 annually. 

Basie’s prior deal with BVC had 
expired in 1943 and since then he 


had been unaffiliated. However, 
during that period he had continued 
to give BVC all material developed 


Coast Ops Cheered by Kenton, 
Spivak B.0., Which May Presage 
Summer Spurt; Oaters Still Big 





Hollywood, April 8. 
Although name-band playing time, 
on both one-nighters and locations, 


doesn’t look good in Far West for | 


coming summer season, events of 
past few weeks have given operators 


new confidence and at least 
| have brightened the outlook some- 
| what. Biggest shot in arm biz has 


| received was recent one-nite trek up 


| Orchestra played 21 


and Stan Kenton. 
spots and on 


18 went into percentage. It has been 


down Coast by 


about three years since a crew reg- 
ularly drew such attendance every- 
where. After setting a customer 


high at Avodon ballroom here with 


;month stand during February, Ken- 


| 


| ability-point 
| hasn't given up 


and recorded by him. With the new | 


contract, everything tossed to 
during that time legally becomes the 
firm’s property. 


Avodon In Sweat To 


Replace Chas. Barnet 


Hollywood, April 8. 

Avodon ballroom finds it has no 
|band this month and now is*scamper- 
i to grab one. Charlie 
Barnet had been pencilled in for four 
| weekends, teeing April 11, but when 
leader breezed in from east last 
| week to form a crew for date, he re- 


ifused to play Sunday matinees un- 


‘ ’ less given extra coin. 
DOLLY SUIT VS. 20TH Barnet contends Music Corp. of 
; | America did not apprize him that he 
Los Angeles, April 8. | : 


was expected to appear on Sunday 
afternoons. Avodon contends that 


BVC | 


MCA should have told batoneer, as | 
agency was aware mats are policy at | 


money was summarily 
by ballroom, and now 
band set and Barnet no 
ing as yet. 


brushed 
spot has no 
Coast. book- 


Barnet request for extra | 
off | 


| 





Leeds Maps New 


ASCAP Rate Move 


Leeds 


lime 


Music rebuffed 
Dy the American Soc 


tne 


fourth ety 


of Composers, Authors and Publish-} 9wbrook 


ers in its quest for a higher avail- 
apparently 
Firm officially was 
notified that its latest argument for a 
raise, made two weeks ago by owner 
Lou Levy to the Society’s publisher 
classification committee, had been 
rejected. And it already has begun 
laying plans for a new angle of at- 
tack 

Leeds is currently at 750 points 
It had been raised to 1,900 twice be- 
fore by ASCAP’s appeals board and 
subsequently booted back to 750 by 
the classification committee. 


rating, 


MRS. HYLTON SCORES 


IN SUIT FOR SUPPORT **2’ 


London, April 8. 

After a threesday trial, suit by 
Florence Ennis Hylton, wife of the 
producer and former band maestro 
Jack Hylton, was decided in favor 
of Mrs. Hylton. She claimed moneys 
due her by the impresario under an 
agreement termed “spendable_ in- 
come.” 

In declaring 
Hylton, court 
sions made 
were on a 


judgment against 
declared that provi- 
by Hylton to his wife 
“generous scale.” 


iton hit 
guarantee 
moter 


the highways at $1,750 
per ($1,500 if any pro- 
linked up three dates run- 
ning.) Band averaged about $2,000 
; night per take, in Portland snag- 
i ging $3,749 as its end and $3,723 in 
Seattle. This has had cheering effect 
on ops and whereas they were nix- 
ing agencies roundly on almost all 
}name crews for relatively high coin, 
the terpalace potentates at 





| least are 
| now lending an ear 

| Kenton followed closely a good 
tour by Charlie Spivak who, when 


he closed at Palladium here in mid- 
February, undertook 19 Coast 
at $1,500 against 60% and went 
takes 


dates 


into 


percentage six times 

Agencies have been having a grim 
time of it. However, with confidence 
being slowly restored by one-night 


runs such 


as Spivak’s and Kenton’s 


| things are looking up a bit. Biz may 
} bloom this summer, or so it’s hoped, 
but it’s not likely to touch peaks of 
yast years. In San Diego, Mission 
| Beach nt use names. and rival 
| Pacific Square hi: Saturday-nite- 
|} only plans. Here, Trianon and Mead- 
still labor along with lo- 
}cal scale crews over weekends, and 
have no plans at present to restore 
name policies. Tommy Dorsey plans 
to take over himself at his Casino 
Gardens through the hot months, 
| and the Avodon owners will con- 
| tinue to open up on weekends only. 
| Palladium, incidentally, is making 
fan unprecedented bid for biz by 
free admission from 6-7:30 p. m 
| nitely long with purchase of the 


| $1.50 dinner. 

| 

i; One-nite promoters 
| Show no interest in bands seeking 
| high guarantees. They were forced 
} to this expediency months ago when 


definitely 


|most found they were losing with 
| established names and realized they 
|}could buy any oatune troupe for 


Bob Wills, Spade Cooley, T. Tex 
| Tyler and half a dozen other cactus- 
chanter crews have been getting all 
| the dates they can handle through- 
| out the state, and in the Hollywood 


|area western-stomping halls here, 
which now total nine. Not only is 
$500 tops for any such crew, such 
as Wills’, but Tubbs has been play- 
ing for no guarantee and but 50% 
| of the gate 

Name bands obviously are going 


|to have to shrink asking prices if 
‘they want to compete out here. 























Personal Manager and Coach 


HEAR THE 


SENSATIONAL 


URPHY SISTERS 


SENSATIONAL 


APOLLO RECORD 


OF SENSATIONAL 


GOOD LUCK SONG 


“M-A-H-Z-E-L” 


AILEEN STANLEY 


1619 Broadway, New York 


Harry Moss Agency For Theatres and Clubs 














42 


ee 
¥ 


ORCHESTRAS-MUSIC 





VARIETY 


Wednesday, April 9, 1947 














| 


j 


| 





Pluggers Table 


Plans to Control 
Payola Racket 


Music Publishers Contact Senden | 


| ees union has indefinitely tabled all 
| plans to find a means of curbing the 


payola racket indulged in by 
lishers with artists. 
a negative 


pub- 
Union has had 
reaction, or at least an 
insufficient number of answers, to | 
its letter regarding the possibility of | 
establishing a czar to Supervise the | 
workings of the industry. 

Its understood that most of 
replies to the MPCE letter to pubs | 
and members, dispatched a_ few 


Latter 
of tiie Czar 


tain extent. 


the possibility idea (b) 


| the question of eliminating two rules 


in MPCE bylaws forbidding gratui- 


ities of any kind in return for plugs, 


or (c) the calling in of the Treasury 
Department, since most gratuities | 
are not listed on income tax returns. 
| Replies were favorable only to the 
}idea of eliminating control of the 
| rules forbidding payoffs. 

That angle is such a hot potato 
that nothing at all will be done on 
the problem, at least for the pres- 
ent. 


Ina Ray Hutton Due 
| East to Reorg Orch! 


Ina Ray 


| been set at the Strand theatre, N. Y 
opening May 2, ,with singer 
a 
Brito. 
Miss Hutton has been 
| her Hollywood home 
| when she 


resting at 
since last fall, 
disbanded due to 


Strand before that, but backed out 
| of the contract because it called for 
only a two-week run. 


SYMPH DEFICITS UNDER FIRE 


Toronto, April 8. 

With chief topic to be ways and 
|means of wiping out symphony or- 
chestra. deficits, representatives of 
ithe Women’s Committees for Sym- 
phony 
day conference in 

}mencing April 15. 
Delegates from the United States, 

Mexico and Canada will be heard. 


Toronto, com- 








the } 


months ago, were favorable to a cer- } 
indicated (a) | 


| 
| 





> a4 
Phil | | Cor p. 


| hotel, San 


poor | 
| health. She had been dated for the | 


Orchestras will hold a three- | 
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| D.C. Hearing 


| ‘ 
a, continued from page 38 











| amend the Clayton antitrust act to 
forbid a company from 


business. All four disk men denied 
having ever made such acquisitions 
and said they would welcome the 
legislation. Federal Trade Commis- 
sion economist John Blair explained 
that increase of competition in disk 
manufacturing would probably re- 
sult in greater competition and ex- 
pansion of dealer outlets. It was 
pointed out there was plenty of 
room for expansion § since 
sale totals continue to mount be- 
yond last year’s 275,000,000: 
year’s is expected to reach 400,000,- 
000. Blair and James Mulalley, as- 
sistant to the attorney general. as- 
| sisted Langer at the hearing. 

Langer also took out ater the 
| disk men for packaging most rec- 
| ords in albums, comparing it to the 
| “vicious practice of block-booking 
|} in the motion picture industry.” 
| (Langer is author of a bi!l to outlaw 
| block-booking.) Kapp and Murray 
explained that as soon as they step 
up production they will return to 
| practice of turning out more single 
| records, 

Export of U. S.-made disks was 
also probed in connection with Sen. 


Wayne Morse’s anti-monopoly bill 
| (S. 72), now before the Senate Judi- 
ciary group. Murray testified that 


RCA-Victor disks are exported prin- 
cipally to Mexico. Company has fac- 
tory outlets in Brazil. Argentina, 
Canada and China. Friedman said 
M-G-M expects to expand outside 
the U. S. eventually but now has 
only one plant at Bloomington. N. J., 
capable of turning out from 35.000.- 
000 to 40.000.000 disks a year. 
FTC Asked for Infe 


Federal Trade Commission will 
supply the Senate Judiciary Com- 
mittee this week with full info on 


all acquisitions and mergers of rec- 
ord manufacturing companies since 
1920. The data was called fcr by 
Sen. William Langer (R.. N. Dak.) 
in hearing last Saturday (5) on a 
bill to forbid sale or purchase of 








assets by companies in the same line 














| or related lines of business. 


Hutton is due east soon | ably 
| to reorganize her orchestra. She has | standbys considerably slimmed. 


; assumed 





acquiring |; 
assets of another firm in the same | 


British Best Sheet Sellers 


(Week-Ending April 2) 
London, April 3. 


Anniversary Song..... Connelly 
Old Lamplighter........... Dash 
Stars Will Remember. ..Feldman 
Open the Door, Richard. . .Leeds 
April Showers. ..Chappell 
How Lucky You Are...Kassener 
Don’t Fal! in Love........ Wood 
Go Home.... anes .Yale 
Rickety Rickshaw fa: 2 Southern 
Five Minutes More....... Morris 
China Boy, China Girl..... Mace. 


Sentimental Reasons. ..Maurice 


Second 12 


May I Call You Sweetheart. Dash 


Zip-a-Dee-Do-Dah . Sun 
To Each His Own. . Victoria 
Hi-Jig-A-Jig Box & Cox 
Things We Did... Morris 
Laffo a Dream ceemen Gay 
Accordion . aaae Wright 
Whole World SingingF. D. & H. 
Harriet Keith, Prowse 
When You Make Love.....Mac. 
Sooner or .Later Dias Sun 
Dream Again Box & Cox 








| 





} 
| 
| 
| hotel, 


‘Band Agcys. Cutlass 
Each Other In Coast 


Location Biz Piracy’ 


Hollywood, April 8 
Winter-long slump in band biz 
has stimulated agencies into making 
wholesale raids on each others’ lo- 
cations, and in the melee no holds 


are barred. As the largest bookery, 
| Musie Corp. of America is far more 
vulnerable than anyr': ils and prob- 


aS a consequenc 


In late February, General Artists 
eased MCA out of St. Francis 
Francisco, setting Hal 
Pruden orchestra fer 20 weeks. MCA 
retaliated by muscling William 
Morris out of same 
hotel, which Morris had had for five 
years—inking in Casa Loma. But 
Morris’ Jack Archer, who has nearly 
doubled ag@ncy’s Coast biz since he 
charge of bookings here 
autumn, slipped in under 
guard and set Raymond | 
Seott for’ seven. stanzas, starting | 
Aug. 26, and Henry Busse for eight, | 
starting Nov. 13. 

Felt most acutely by 
Morris spotting of 
zen Beach, Portland. 


late last 
the MCA 


Ore. to open 


season at resort on May 2. Spot had | 


been virtually an MCA exclusive 
since 1933. 
to believe Lyle Thayer, who quit 
MCA on Dec. 26 to become Coast 
rep of newest national 
ery, Mus-Art, had a hand in helping 
Archer. snag this date for Busse, 
since Thayer always was closest to 
Jantzen among MCA bookers. 


New Agency, Old Tricks 
Thayer meanwhile has also cut 


into MCA by settting new band of 
Murray Arnold (who is leaving 
Freddy Martin’s piano to form own 
crew, following path blazed by Jack 
Fina one year ago) into Claremont 
Berkeley, for 17 weeks, com- 


|mencing May 27. Claremont long has 


record | seized the Adams 


this | 


lall comers are 


been an MCA strongpoint. 
Frederick Bros. early in March 
hotel, Phoenix, 
after spot had been MCA-serviced 
for moye than four years, and now 
FB has further dented MCA by slip- 
ping Ray Herbeck crew into 
Frontier, Las Vegas, for 
weeks. Dick Mulliner is 
follow for added stretch. 
has been further set at 
Peach for stand, June 3. 
MCA continues to cling tightly to 


T.as! 
seven 
inked to | 

Herbeck | 

Jantzen 


its exclusive at the Cocoanut Grove | 


here and also seems to have Bilt- 
more hotel under control. Otherwise 
in-fighting for biz. 
GAC has been trying to pry into 
the Aragon, but aside from setting 
Desi Arnaz a few weekends, MCA 
has held on. However, of the four 
orchestras set in future for Palla- 
dium only one, Gene Krupa, is MCA- 
inked; GAC set Tony Pastor, Frankie 
Carle and Jimmy Dorsey. 


‘Home On Range’ May 
Become Mo. State Song 


Kansas City, April 8. 

Kansas legislature, 
publican. is on the way 
“Home on the 
song of the 


to adopting 
Range”. the favorite 
late President Roosevelt 
as the state song over thé writter 
protests of musicians in the stat: 
who claim the ain’t music. 

A bill “Home on. the 
Range” the official state melody al 
ready has been recommended by th 
House of Representatiyes. Sang wv: 
written by Dr. Brewster H 
near Smith Center in 1873. 


o 
song 


making 


it has fad its | 


town’s Palace | 


MCA is | 
Busse into Jant- | 


There seems good reason | 


band-book- | 


heavily Re- | 


Bands at Hotel B.O.’s 


eecks oe te t “ i 

Band Hotel layed Week On Date 
Emil Coleman*,.. Waldorf (400; $2).......--00+eee0- 25 2,425 62,025 
Frankie Carle..,.Pennsylvania (500; $1-$1.50)........ 8 2,175 17,150 
Chuck Foster*..;.New Yorker (400; $1-$1.50)......... 14 1.275 20,700 
Lawrence Welk. ..Roosevelt (400; $1.50-$2)....ce.ceee. 2 1,225 2.725 
Jack Edwards....Commodore (400; $1-$1.50)....00..5. 3 725 2.900 
Johnny Pineapple. Lexington (300; $1-$1.50),,......... 21 825 21.150 





* Indicates Floor Show at Waldorf with Tito Guizar, 


Fred & Elaine 
Barry; Ice Revue at New Yorker. . 





Chicago 


Griff Williams (Empire Room, Palmer House; 650; $3.50 min.). Holding up 





| well; slight increase to 4,400. 
Joseph Sudy (Walnut Room, Bismarck; 465; $2-$2.50 min.). Holy Week 
made inroads; slipped to 3,100 
Herbie Fields (College Inn, Sherman; 900; $2-$3.50 min.). Ted Weems 


and Dorothy Lewis closed Thursday (3) and Fields bowed in 


4.300, slightly off. 


next day; 


| Location ie Not in Hotels 


(€hicago) 

Russ Carlyle (Blackhawk; 500; $2-$2.50 min.). Final week down to 3,500, 

Don Davis (Chez Paree: 650: $3.50 min.). Gay Claridge with Eleanor 
Powell down at close Thursday (3) to 4,700. Lena Horne and Don Davis 
heads new show, which opened Friday (4). 

Sol Klein (Latin Quarter; 700; $2.50 min.). 
downward trend to 3,700. 

Buddy Moreno (Aragon: $0.90-$1.15 
16,500 up to closing Thursday. (3). 
Friday (4). 

Benny Strong 
with 15,000. 


Easter week gave 


slight 


adm.). George Olsen held firm with 
Buddy Moreno, local fave, took over 





(Trianon; $0.90-$1.15 adm.). Held up well on last week 
Followed by perennial fave Art Kassel Easter Sunday. 


| 


| WNEW to Use DX-ers 
To Soviet by Goodman} ,.°.:” 


Benny 


| to be beamed at 





Forst Does Operetta-Rewrite 
Vienna, April 1. 
Forst, film star and pro- 
switched over to librettist by 
writing a new version of 
Offenbach’s operetta 


Jacques 
“Orpheus in 


Goodman's recorded shows 
the Soviet by the 


|U. S. State Department beginning | der Unterwelt,.” State opera will 
|next Monday (14) will be used| produce it in Volksopera to start 
|daily on WNEW, N. Y., starting the | the season this fall. 


| following week (21). Programs will Willy Schmidt Gentner, composer, 








| get a daily 15-minute- slot. |re-orchestrated Offenbach’s melo- 
| Goodman was named consulting | dies. 
|director of pop-music shows being | i 


shortwaved to Russia last week. He 
| and assistants will oversee the se- 
lection of disks and writing scripts 
for the six-weekly broadcasts. He'll 
speak on the initial show—in Rus- 
sian. He’s being taught the lingo. 


TOP HITS OF YESTERDAY 


GREAT POPULAR 
STANDARDS TODAY 


Romberg’s ‘Evening,’ L.A., 
Click Saas Good Friday 


April 8. | 


From the Charles R. Rogers Production 
Los Angeles, 


Some 1,600 people turned out | | “THE FABULOUS DORSEYS” 
| Friday (4) night to spend “An Eve- | §: i 
ining with Sigmund Romberg.” | ’ 
Despite the fact that it was Good 

Friday and first night of Jewish 

Passover, Romberg drew a packed 


| house for opening date of local stand. 
| Apart from nostalgic b.o. lure, 
;}concert stacked up as first class en- 
tertainment. Composer has assem- 
ibled a fine 60-piece orchestra and 
given them excellent arrangements 
with which to work. Soloists are all 
standouts and all had to beg off. 

Romberg’s own music naturally 
keynoted evening's program, but 
time also was given Strauss, Lehar, 
Kalman, Gershwin, Berlin, Grieg, 
Mascagni and others and the mix- 
ture of operatic, classical, semi- 
classical and pop stuff was well 
handled. 

Composer's informality 
performance, his gestures 
brief speech all punching across 
theme that audience was spending 
an evening with him rather than at- 
j}tending a formal concert. He con- 
ducts from small platform at stage 
| left, so that his back is never to the 
audience. 

Sole jarring note was caused by 
|Philharmonic Auditorium’s P. A. sys- 
tem, which was unneeded by soloists, 
j}and which carried voices and instru- 
jments too loudly. Ork too was over- 


Words and music by 
Walter Donaldson 


cued the 
and his Werds by Sidney Mitchell ond 


Edne Alexendes 
Music by Maceo Pinkerd — 








loud at times, but there were no 
| complaints. 
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Music 


Notes 


Georgie Joy and Tommy Valando, Santly-Joy execs, from N. Y. on 
Coast for eonfabs with Dave Bernie and Bill Coty, Hollywood reps, re- 
spectively, of 8-J and Oxford Music....Pied Pipers waxing for Capitol 
this week....Dieck Farney, Brazilian balladeer, sliced his first four sides 
for Majestic....Sammy Cahn and Jule Styne cleffed “Don't Care If It 
Rains All Night” for Dennis Morgan to warble in WB's upcoming “Two 


Guys From Texas”....Hillbilly how 
by Black & White.,..Sammy Stept due on Coast April 21. 


he will open an office there, as deal 
Hollywood pub, to rep Stept, Inc., in 
is brother of Coaster..,.Ike Carpen 
Modern Records, guaranteeing crew 


national sales chief of Exclusive Rec 


west on distrib check, 
CISCO. «-« 
label....Martha Davis signed for 1 
George Duning will score Colun 
Lester Young and 


9 


“ 


wet k 
Heusen Music to publish two tunes f 
“Magic Téwn.” 
Eddie Heyman’s “My Book of Memo 
back in New York after Coast trek 

for Standard Transcriptions 


Cavanaugh Trio sliced two for RCA 


He will open regional office for 
.Gene Autry cutting a brace of biscuits this week fo: 


Illinois Jacque 
. Oatuner Terry Fell squiggled by Four Star plattery. 


Ditties are title tun 


eee Farr 
chief, Coasting late in April for flock of cuttings 
four new sides for Exclusive last week 
in Hollywood, confabbing with Bill Richards, waxery’s Coast rep... 


ler Zeke Clements signed for shellac 
It's doubtful if 
cooks for Mac Green. of Spina-Green, 


west. Stept firm g.m. Johnny Green, 
ter orchestra inked to year's pact by 
16 releases annually....Franklin Cort. 
-ords, jaunting through Pacific North- 
firm in San Fran- 
Columbia 
sides by Ben Pollack’s Jewel Records 
ibia pic, “Her Husband's Affairs.’ 

t combos cut disks for Aladdin last 
Burke-Van 


rom Robert Riskin’s forthcoming film, | 
e by Mel Torme and Bob Wells, and 
ry Happy Goday, of Leeds Music, 


...- Leighton Noble band cutting series 


y Myerson, M-G-M Records’ waxing 


-Victor on Coast last week....Jimmy 


Scribner waxing another album for Enterprise. 


SPA-MPPA to Renew 
Marathon Talks On 
Pact Today (Wed.) 


Music Publishers Assn 
the Protective 
meetings 
York 
conclude details of 
between songwriters 
and publishers. This is the first 
meeting of the two groups in 
month, weekly confabs having been 
temporarily off because, too 
many principals were vacationing. 


Protective 
and Songwriters 


Assn, resume committee 


tomorrow (Thursday) New 


an effort to 
new contract 


in 
in 
a 


called 


So far, the two committees have 
arrived at nothing important. A} 
number of minor details have been 
ironed. but the majority of the work 
‘is still to be done. There have been 
four 30-day extensions of the old 
pact, which expired Dec, 31, and 


more are likely before the new con- 
tract is ready to go into effect. 


Miller Music song, “You Grew Up 
to be Some Baby,’ was banned from 
networks last week until a change 
was made in the lyrics. 


Linda: 


“It might have been 
a different story” if | 
had listened to BUDDY 
CLARK’S Columbia Rec- 
ord number 37302. 


PRESSINGS AV 


10” Shellac Quality 


Record 


hyric Record Co. 
428 Vine St. 
Philadelphia, Po. 


a ] 


a a nd 





| MILW. BISTROS GO FOR 


' 


Chicago, April 8. 
While Chi’s Loop area is free from 
swing, except for small combos, Mil- 


waukee is going hot and heavy with | 


a Newest swing elub to 
blossom the Continental Club, 
with John Kirby orchestra set fo1 
two weeks starting April 7. Back- 
ers. of new spot, Dirk and@ Bob 
| Paliafito, have signed Charlie 
Ventura band with Dave Tough and 
Buddy Stewart for four weeks start- 
ing May 5. Other to follow 


vengeance. 
lf 


also 


bands 


j}are Louie Jordan, Charlie Shaver, 
}and Roy Eldredge. Aliotas bistro 
also starts new jazz policy this 
|month bringing in either Stuff 
Smith or Red Saunders 

Bistros are handled by Buddy 


Winefield, who is beating the drums 
for a revival of swing against sweet 
trend, 


2 Song Infringements 
Involve Charlotte Cafe 


Charlotte, N. €., April 8 
Paradise Club here was the de- 


! . 
fendant in two infringement actions 


filed by Shapiro-Bernstein and Mel- 
rose Music, New York publishers. 
Action claims Paradise gave public 
performance for profit of two tunes 
which it was not licensed to use 
since it does not hold an American 
| Society of Composers, Authors and 
Publishers license. 

Songs involved are “Five Minutes 
, More” and “Old Lamplighter.” 





Symph Breathes Again 


Memphis, April 8. 


| 
| 
| 
| Group of 50 lecal business men 
| huddled one afternoon last-week and 
| 
| came up with $40,000 needed to tide 
| Memphis Symphony Orehestra over 
the season, Something still must be 
done to provide operating funds for 
next year. 

Fourth concert comes off tonight 
'(8) at Ellis Auditorium, rounding 
lout first year for Vincent de Frank 


las regular eonductor. 





Basin Street Boys cut , 
..Columbia Records’ Joe Higgins | 
Page | 


JAZZ VS. SWEET TREND | 


New Disk Outfit 


Planning to specialize in musie- 
narrative albums, Tiffany Produc- 
tions, Inc., was launched this week 
by a group headed by Jack Byrne, 
former American Broadcasting pro- 
gram supervisor, Associates are 
| Alice Lodyga as secretary-treasurer; 
| James A. Smith and Jack Stevenson 
| are eastern and western sales heads 
respectively. 
| Firm's initial release- is a four- 
|sided “The Revolt of the Alphabet,” 
{with narrative by Ruth Chatterton. 
| Musical accOmpaniment is by Vladi- 
imir Selinsky. Album deals with 
‘four letters of the alphabet who 
withdraw from the characters 
‘Alphabet’ by Byrne 


Ralph Peer Blasts BBC 
Song Programming As 
| Hurtful to Small Pub 


| While 





othe 


was written 


there’s an escapist trend 
everywhere in Europe, the tendency 
of most people is to patronize film 
id for 


rathe1 spend 


theatres a ballrooms enter- 


' tainment than their 
That's 


of 


sheet 


Ralph 


coin on 


music, 


Pee! 


} meagei 
the head 


1 So 


opinion oO! 
Mus 
turned from a [ou oni ket to 
Continent acco pa 

Music 
said, is bad and wo 


general economic 


+} 


ern 
the 
wife OUSINESS OV 
1 until 


change. 


nprove 


ns 


conalth 


Bi 


in the doldrun 


Sheet sales itain 
cially Peei 
out, adding that much of 
can be attributed to the 
the British 
| strict airings of pop 
or eight plugs a week 
an amazing 
tune,’ Pee 
hard hit are 
publishers,” he 
Public 
ances 
|} Stockholm 
| Peer. 


in are espe- 


Ss po nted 
the slump 


of 


policy 


music. “Seven 
is considered 
for a plug 
“Especially 
the 


showing 


declared 


many of smallei 


Says, 


desire for 
particularly 
and 


live perform- 
is evident = in 
Copenhagen said 
In Sweden everyone flocks to 
ballrooms and dance pavilfons while 
ballet at Copenhagen’s Royal Opera 
House phenomenally popular. 
Latter spot gives matinee and eve- 
ning performance daily, 
to capacity. 


is 


Guarantee Payoff 
Hollywood, April 8. 

Les Brown's reorganized orchestra 
j is asking considerably less coin in 
guarantees for dates following its 
current six-week stand at the Pal- 
ladium Ballroom. This circumstance 
is following the trend by most top 
name maestros recently. Brown has 
lowered his former $5,400 weekly 
payroll considerably with his reorg 
and where he once asked up to 





against the usual 60%, of course. 
Brown leaves the Palladium, April 
27 ‘Tony Pastor opens the 29th) and 


| : : 
| week of one-nighters into 


j does a 


| Jantzen Beach, Portland, Ore. Then | to 


|another week of school one-nighters 
tinto Rendezvous Ballroom, Salt Lake 
City, followed by Lakeside 


Broadcasting Co, to re- | 





| cently 


Fox Asks Receivership for Coast's 
Pan-Am Disk Co. for Royalties Due 





+ Harry Fox, general manager of 
‘ the Music, Publishers Protective 
Steinberg Barred From Assn., and agent an.’ trustee for 


Buff Guester by AFM. 


Buffalo, April 8. 

William Steinberg, -conductor of 
the Buffalo Philharmonic Orchestra, 
was barred from appearing in a 
chamber music concert here re- 
the American Federa- 
Musicia Local 43 revoked 
permission for him to play 


Union 


when 


tion of 1s 


; 


is two 


regulations 
with other 
Philharmonic 
of the 


piano solos pre- 


clude performances or- 


ganizations than the 


without specific permission 
local 


1K 


No 
given and offic! 
not accessible for questioning. As a 
result of the revocation of the per- 
mission originally given, it was nec- 
essary to cancel the concert 
was to have been held at the 
bright Art Gallery. 


REVEAL HOTEL STRIKE 
COST N.Y. AFM 806 


called 


reason r the evocation was 


ais of the union were 


T 


i DY 


Federation of Musicians against 


N. Y. hotels for a scale raise set the 
local back $80.000. This was noted in 
ithe local’s annual financial report 
released last week and covering all 
of 1946 ° 


; report 


| AFM 


| plus of 


invariably | 





| 


| 


| 
| 


1 
| 


| 
| 


; cut 


Long, detailed 


if best-heeled branch of the 
carrying an overall 
$1,140,230 as of Dec. 31, “45 
compared with the previous year's 
surplus of $892,600 


are presented in the above 


not the 


as 


the gen- 


eral fund, relief and medical funds 
As of the end of 1946, the first car- 
ried a cash surplus of $542,406, the 
relief $594,349 and the medical, $2.,- 
475. 


Brit. Pub ‘Assn. Resents 


London, April 8 





British Music Publishgrs also con- 
tends that an important organization 
such as- the BBC could have halted 
the songplugging racket at any time 


| they actually wanted to 


Keynote Sets Stravinsky 


Keynote Records, strictly 





publishers in mechanical and syn- 
cLronization matters, has begun his 
first legal action against a reeording 


firm for failing to pay recording 
royalties. He has asked that the 
| Pan-American label, operated in 


Los Angeles by the Birwell Corp. 


be put into receivership in an ef- 
fort to collect more than $4,000 in 
oyalty money the firm owes pub- 
hers he represents 
Since Birwell is a California cor- 
; poration, the receivership move was 
made through Peer-International, 
one of tne publishe rs to which Bi 
well is in arrears P-I is a Cali- 
fornia corporation, 


which | 
Al- | 


New York local 802 of the American 


and involved, the 
shows 802, one of the richest | 


sur- | 


Pitt Tyro Impresarios 
Make Heap Big Plans 
To Clip Longhair Biz 


Pittsburgh, April 8 

Flushed with the success of their 
f t enture vith Fred Wa igs 
he CO Ipresarios Syria 
Mosque cal home of long-hair 
music, nitery op Bill Green and 
agent Ralph Harrison are going in 
for another promotion before the 
end of the season. They've booked 
Pau} Whiteman’s 60-piece orchestra, 
with Earl Wilde, native Pittsburgher, 
}as piano soloist, for a one-nighter 
| May I 

Pair also have skedded Waring for 


a jazz 


disk producer since its inception by | 


Eric Bernay, who recently sold out 
to John Hammond, Jr., and Robert 


$2,500 nightly in guarantees is now | McKinney, is launching a classical 
quoting from $1,000 to $1,500 per, | Music line. 


It signed Igor Stravin- 
sky last week to conduct a full sym- 
phony orchestra, First disks will be 
later this month 

Stravinsky, who once was signed 
Records, will work 
with Keynote on an exclusive basis 
on certain compositions. 


Columbia 


Denver. Thereafter he continues ecast.! job with other outfits. 


He will be | 
Park, | free to'do an occasional conducting 


Three categories | 


Taking Blame for Payola | 


a return date in October and set a 
j tentative date for a concert by 
Hazel Scott at Mosque early in the 
fall 

Green isnt the only local nitery 
entrepreneur turning impresario, 
Len Litman, who owns Mercur Mu- 
'sic Bar, is bringing Art Tatum to 
| Mosque April 26 and is also pre- 
senting him in two other tri-state 
towns, Tatum recently played a 
week for Litman. at the latter's 
Oasis 


Peer visited Germany, France, British Music Publishers Assn. re- 
“ee ba ig aes Se get igh lsents the tendency of BBC toward | 
Pe ? : vee | placing blame on it for alleged 
dinavia. In most of those countries | songplugging graft, which has been 

| Southern had set up subsidiary com- going on for the last 10-12 years 
panies since the war. | Association has suggested that the 
vg iy 7 |} best remedy to wipe out this prac- 
: jtice is to ay bands on the air 

Brown Asking Less | aataly deat: = 
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SONATA 


by Alstone-Drake-Shirl 





OXFORD MUSIC CORP. 
George Joy, Pres. 











MANAGER 


Large-New England 


BALLROOM 


Must be experienced. Capable of tak- 
ing full charge. State salary and ref- 
erences. Apply by MAIL ONLY to 
Irving $., Cam- 





ALVIN ALLEN, 78 
bridge, Mass. 
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LATEST 


NOW PLAYING 
TRIANON BALLROOM 


CHICAGO 


Rings And It’s You 


VOGUE RECORD RELEASES 


Echo Said No—Adobe Hacienda 


| Love You For Sentimental Reasons 
Sooner Or Later 


Let’s Get Married—Touch Me Not 
Whiffenpoof Song—if That Phone Ever 


No. R785 


No. 
No. 


R781 
R780 


No. R770 
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AGVA Collects Jane Russell's 156 


Claim Vs. LQ; 


Controversy between Jane Russell, 
film actress, and E. M. Loew, opera- 
tor of the Latin Quarter, Miami, on 
holdout of the former’s $15,000 sal- 
ary for a week's engagement at the 
bistro was settled this week when 
American Guild of Variety Artists 
collected her full salary. Union 
previously rejected a compromise 
offer of $12,250, demanding the en- 
tire zmount. . Loew finally agreed 


and forwarded check for the full | 


amount Music Corp. of America 
gave Walters a check for $2.750 as 
previously agreed. 


In the compromise offer it was 
understood that Music 
America, which booked Miss Russell 
into the Florida spot, was taking the 
slicing. However, from other sources 
it was reported that the actress 
would take the cut-rather than incur 
the expense and loss of time to plane 
in from Coast to arbitrete the mat- 
ter before the union, 


Settlement came as a finale to 
heated arguments between AGVA 
and Lou Walters, operator of the 
Latin Quarter, N. Y., who had been 
in charge of the Florida spot at time 
of Miss Russell’s engagement. Two 
weeks ago, Dive Fox, head of N. Y. 
local of AGVA, leveled on Walters 
in New York and held up the Latin 
Quarter, N. Y., show until Walters 
posted security guaranteeing pay- 
ment of Miss Russell’s salary. Both 
Walters and Loew contended she 
had breached her contract with them 
by participating, the night before 
her LQ opening, in the zwards to 
“Miss Miami” contest winners. at 
Lord Tarleton hotel, Miami. Also 
that she did not wear “sufficiently 
revealing costumes” in her nitery 
stint. 


Union ruled the Tarleton affair 
did not constitute a public perform- 
ance since she merely made the 
awards, and therefore she had not 
violated the contract. Also that 
there. was nothing in her AGVA 
contract stipulating what attire she 
should wear and further that she 


Cafe Gets Refund 


had completed the week’s engage- 
ment and was entitled to her full 
salary. Arbitration was set up at 
AGVA on April 1. When Wéelters 
failed to appear, union ruled in 
favor of Miss Russell by default. 
During the fracas, Walters claimed 
AGVA in general and Fox in par- 
ticular had a personal animosity 
toward him and were unduly 
harassing him, He made _ these 





Corp. of | 














HELENE and HOWARD 


‘Comedy Dance Antics’ 


Currently 


PARAMOUNT 
TOLEDO 


Dir.: MATTY ROSEN 














Parodies! Special Songs! Bits! 
* Draw from our library, one of the 
largest, most comprehensive in 
Showbiz! - 
*% 1947 Catalog FREE! 
*% Exclusive material our specialty! 
J. & H. KLEINMAN 


25-31-K 30th Road, L. f. City 2, N. Y. 
Telephone: Asteria 8-6965 











charges in a letter to Matt Shelvey, 
head of AGVA, sending copies of it 
to the trade press. Last week, Fox 
replied to his charges by stating 
personal animus never entered into 
| transactions with Walters and that 
his tiffs with him, now and previ- 
ously, had been occasioned merely 
by the course of duty as en official 
of the talent union, Shelvey said 
he saw nothing out of line in Fox’s 
endeavors to collect salary due a 
member of the union. 


CHINA, STOCKHOLM, GETS 
VAUDE THIS SUMMER 


Stockholm, April 8. 

Annual return to vaude made 
every spring took place at the China 
theatre last Wednesday (2) when 
the house dropped its film policy, 
in effect the balance of the year, 
in favor of live talent. Owned by 
the local film company, Svensk 
Filmindustri, house’s season will 
clese the end of September. 

Handling the theatre is Bengt J. 
Sterner, who recently arrived from 
France after a talent hunt. He’s 
booked French singer Edith Piaf to 
appear in May and later the French 
clown, Grock, and singer Charles 
Trenet are to appear here. Some 
American acts are also booked for 
the summer. 

In previous years “Miss China” 
was the top draw at the house but 
Sterner pointed out that she'll be 
supplanted this year by the Russian- 
born actress and dancer Elisaweta, 
who'll also handle the emcee chores. 











| Detroit, April 8. 
Henny Nadell, now in his 18th 
| week at the local Northwood Inn, 
| observes, “IT guess my being so long 
| in Detroit may have given people 
| the idea I was dead.” 
| This is in reply to recurrent ru- 
| mors that the nitery emcee had 
| been killed (1) in a gambling joint 
| and/or (2) in an auto crackup. It 
was heightened dy publication in a 
Broadway column. 





- Lyons Repping Trenet 


Charles Trenet, French singing 
import, who closed this week at the 
Embassy, N. Y., has switched to the 
A. & S. Lyons ‘agency on a tempor- 
ary sauthorization. He was previ- 
ously on a similar arrangement with 
the William Morris agency, which 
expired in February. 

Trenet is likely to play some thea- 
tre dates after his Embassy stand. 
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With a Nod to Mark Twain | 
Nadell Says It Ain’t So! 





Martha Raye Set For 
Las Vegas Hotel at 6G 


Martha Raye has been signed for 
the Nevada Biltmore hotei, Las 
Vegas, starting April 25, at $6,500 

Spot has recently been taken over 
by Frank Barbaro, operator of the 
Bowery, Detroit, who plans a con: 
sistant use of names. 


No Minny Policy 
May Cause Slash 


In Act Salaries 


Talent agencies believe that in- 
creasing trend toward the no cover 
no minimum policies in cafes will 
beat down act salaries as no other 
development to date. 

The spend-what-you-please policy 
now current at the Vanity Fair, Zan- 
zibar and La Martinique, N. Y., has 
resulted in more customers but 
smaller takes. Beer is more popular 
now than it ever was in cafes at the 
late shows, and liquor business is 
also off at the dinner shows. 

The $4 average per - customer 
prevalent under the minimum policy 
has dwindled considerably. New 
average, so far, hasn’t been deter- 
mined, but indications point to the 
fact .that the no minimum policy 
spots will be unable to support 
shows with top names, and no act, 
however great the pull, will be able 
to earn back for the operators their 
currently inflated salaries. 

As it is, business under the no 
minny setup is so geared that even 
at capacity business some spots still 
stand to lose money. Bonifaces 
claim that a bad break in the 
weather can result in a losing week. 

Another factor militating against 
the no minny boites is the nearly 
complete loss of expensive wine 
trade. Carriage customers are still 
loathe: to mix with the small-spend- 
ers, consequently the champagne 
crowd are likely to take their busi- 
ness elsewhere. 

Axe Ready to Fall 

Operators believe the effects on 
talent prices will be felt within the 
next two months. When lists of acts 
at top prices are passed up by sev- 
eral spots, chances of employment 
dwindle, and acts will more readily 
respond to suggestions of lower 
salaries. 

Meanwhile dropping of minimums 
is likely to spread. Policy has al- 
ready caught .on in Miami Beach, 
and cafes outside of N. Y. are con- 
sidering following the trend. Op 
erators declare this to be merely é 
merchandising policy while the eco- 
nomic heat is on. Newer method of 
operation is likely to spread during 
the summer, and may be dropped 
in the fall if business picks up. In 
the event of a general business pick- 
up, operators believe they'll have 
beaten the high budget problem, 
inasmuch as it will be difficult to 
get the bonifaces into a spot where 
they'll raise -the salary level to 
boomtime heights. 


Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 
Saranac Lake, N. Y., April 8. 

Easter Sunday marked a three- 
month siege of bed for Sig Mezly, 
-who’s fighting off a severe setback. 

Garry Vandermast skedded for 
the Munaldi operation. 

Thomas J. Curry Jr. and his frau, 
en route to Canada on their honey- 
moon stopped off to visit his father 
Tom (IATSE) Curry, who is doing a 
nice comeback, 

Charles Dowe, after a yezr here, 
left for N.Y.C. to resume the “cure” 

Bill Garzke motored in from 
Hempstead, L. IL, for a weekend and 
taking his frau Edith Garzke back 
with him. She beat the rap with 
flying honors. 

Local radio station WNBZ now 
has three half-hour programs, “Ex- 
pert Table” with Arthur Alverez; 
Quiz program in local store with 











Bill Larner as Quiz master, and 
“Dinner at Durgans” with Eddie} 
Vogt as emcee. 

Sam Schulman (Tribune theatre, | 
N. Y., staffer) elated over his first | 
real good clinic report. | 

Birthday salutations are in order | 
to Helen Pelechowicz and Isabelle 
Rook, both Rogerites. 

Joseph Vaughey, 
author, back in circulation after 
beating flu. Former Long Islander 
now resides in Denver. 

The Leonard Grottes’ mitting the | 
gang at the lodge after a month fur- 
lough in Baltimore. 

Barney TIllion (Earl Hart) is} 
progressing nicely in his downtown | 
cottage. 

Ednz. (Legit) Hagan limping | 
around minus her crutch since her | 
successful foot operation and again | 





e€x-p.a. and | 


} enjoying all up privileges. 


(Write to those who are ill.) 





Attractions Still Do Business 


The dailies of late have been making considerable copy of the 
nite’y downbeat. This was actually something foreseen in the 


trade with the war’s end. All 
rainy Tuesdays, cheap Friday 
sit over a coke for hours”), and 
were @ cinch to get re-scripted 


the oldies about Monday blues, 
night collegiate crowds (“who 
all the rest of the bad biz alibis 


What none of the dailies accents is that, with the fuzz off the 
peach, the same goes now as it always did in show business: 
attractions will do business. Give ’em a Lucienne Boyer, Brisson, 
Hildegarde or Tucker, DeMarcos or Lewis, Berle or Olsen & 


Johnson, or any other topflight 
at the wickets. 


stellar draw, and they’ll respond 


Now something new is being added among the thinking nitery 
clan. They recognize that potent name draws can be counted on 
both hands, so it’s essential that the in-between spots get and 


give more for their money. 
proprietor deserves a break on 


The reasoning that the nitery 


talent budgets makes sense. So 


does the logic that prima donna-ing is a thing of the past, circa 
1941-45. No more doing your stuff and running out. Mixing with 
the customers pays big dividends. 


Harry Richman was a past master of the con—‘“I’ll be right 


back and have a drink with 


you”—as he got lost, but the 


customers found themselves stalled into the second show. Today 
Morton Downey does the same thing; his mixing unquestionably 
paid off big dividends when he was at the Wedgwood Room 
(Waldorf-Astoria, N.Y.), this past winter. 


This give-and-take must work all around if the joints are to 


to stay open and acts and bands are to get work. 








Abel. 
— ——— 





SALVIN’S PARK AVE., N.Y., 
TO OPEN AROUND SEPT. 1 


Sam Salvin’s Park Ave. restaurant 
in the new Tishman Bldg. (Univer- 
sal Pictures Bldg.) on Parkand 57th 
street, N. Y., is being delayed by 
building material shortages. While 
the structure may be ready June l, 
the two-floor eatery will probably 
be stalled until September. 


Salvin’s Park Ave, will feature 
table d’hote on the street floor and 
a la carte on the second floor, each 
room to have around 250 capacity. 
The basement houses kitchens, etc. 
This is the spot the 21 crowd wanted 
but Salvin got better terms than 
originally offered Jack & Charlie & 
Co. 

Mansbach (food markets) money 
is backing Salvin, who left the 
highly successful Monte Carlo, N. Y., 
operation. 





Potsen’s Tax Rap Halts 
Takeover of Chi Cafe 


Chicago, April 8. 

Indictment of Mike Potsen for 
alleged evasion of $162,166.44 in in- 
come tax for years 1940 to 1943 
halted his purchase of Colosimo’s 
nitery, for which he had given 
boniface Irv Benjamin a substantial 
deposit. 

Potsen indictment was returned 
before Federal Judge John P. Barnes 
who set bond at $10,000. Charges 
allege that Potsen evaded payment 
of $29,838.66 in 1940; $57,835.18 in 
1941; $14,170.43 in 1942, and $60,322.17 
in 1943. 

According to J. Albert Woll, U. S. 
district attorney, defendant's income 
during four-year period came. to 
$321,113.70 derived from bistro op- 
eration, gambling activities and 
other businesses. Woll estimated 
Potsen owes government $275,000 in- 
cluding penalties and interest. 


NVA Benefit April 20 


Annual benefit of National Variety 
Artists has been set for the Majestic 
theatre, N. Y., April 20. Proceeds 
will go to its welfare fund. 

George Jessel, recently elected 
prexy, will be honorary chairman 





.|of the Entertainment Committee. If 


able to get a respite from his pro- 
ducer chores at 20th-Fox he will 
plane in from the Coast for the 
affair. 





Jazzists for Zanzibar, N.Y. 

Zanzibar, N. Y., which last week 
inaugurated a no cover no minimum 
policy, is planning to become a 
Broadway version of the 52d street 
spots with a consistant diet of jazz 
names. 

Spot has booked Dorothy Donegan 


| to open April 17 following current 


run of Art Tatum. Zanzibar teed off 
with Eddie Heywood’s orch, leader 


of which frequently 88ed on 52d 
street. 


N. Y. Paramount Signs 
Yvonne De Carlo for May 


Yvonne De Carlo, film actress hag 
been signed for the Paramount the- 
atre, N. Y., starting May 21. She'll 
precede this stand with an April 24 
opener at the RKO theatre, Boston; 
and stands in Cincinnati and Cleve- 
land. 

Further dates are being lined up 
for her by the William Morris 
agency. 

The Paramount has set Boyd Rae- 
burn orch for the show with Miss 
de Carlo. Others on the bill will 
be Buddy Clarke and Jan Murray. 





Virginia Maison,  singer-pianist, 
makes her New York debut at the 
Hotel Elysee’s Monkey Bar April 17. 


COMEDY 
PATTER 


For All Branches of Theatricals 
FUN-MASTER GAG FILES 
Nos. 1 thru 22 @ $1.00 each 
“BOOK OF BLACK-OUTS" 
3 Vols. @ $20.00 Per Vol., or 
$50.00 for 3 Vols. 

“BOOK OF PARODIES” . 
10 Sock Parodies for $10.00 
“HOW TO MASTER 
_THE CEREMONIES" 


. (Hew to Be an Emcee) 
$3.00 Per Copy 


No C.0.D.’s on any material! If en 
route, also send permanent address. 


PAULA SMITH 
200 W. 54th St., New York 19, N.Y. 




















NEED NEW GAGS? Den 
Frankel's entertainers bul- 
letins, NOW BIGGER & 
BETTER. Contain new 
original gags, parcdies, 
monologues, band novel- 
ties, patter. Five differ- 
ent issues, $1.00. 12,000 
words of fun. Query me 
for individual material. 
Don Frankel, Desk V,. 
1508 Se. Heman Ave., 
Chicage 23. 

















SALE ON COMEDY. MATERIAL! (For 
Radio, Stage, ete.) PUNCH LINES Nos. 
1, 2, 3 original gag files written by top 
gagmen, $i each . . . 50 surefire COME- 
BACKS TO HECKLERS, brand new and a 
must for every comic, $2... Parody: ‘‘My 
Old Man's Liver,” $1 . . . Preparing: 
COMEDY TEAM CROSSFIRE joke collection, 
$1... LAFFile collection of bellylaffs, $!. 


LAUGHS UNLIMITED 


276 We 43 $t. New York City 

















139 E. 57th Se, N.Y.C. PL 9-7470 











Direction MATTY ROSEN 





Curry, Byrd » Le Roy 


“BEDLAM IN THE BALLROOM" 
ON TOUR 


CLUB-DATES HARRY GREEN 
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orontos Lift of Public Drinking Ban rs Senecio. 


San Francisco, April 8. 
An injunction sought by the Stork 


Seen As New Outlet for Nitery Talent <i 823 sets 


Toronto, April 8. 

For the first time in 30 years, hard 
liquor by the glass went on sale in 
Toronto and may make this city a 
nightclub stand for orchestras and 
floorshow talent. 

Decision, to make liquor drinking 
jn public legal, was made by Pre- 
mier George Drew on the premise 
that civilized countries elsewhere 
séll spirits openly for public con- 
sumption and that this avoids the 


abuses of illegel drinking 


Of the 128 bar applications applied } 


for by the April~l deadline, 31 ere 


tossed out, 90 were reférved fo 


i} aecision evel vere pPive tne 
& een | ght The e alfed 
vou till have to sit down to drink 


Whether or not they have-received 


their licenses, most of the bistro 
bonifaces are waiting to see what 
the other fellow intends to do, this 
also the decision of the city’s hotels 

Of the seven to get the first li- 


censes, the only two to get going are 
the Club Norman and the Silve: 


Rail, the latter boasting a 90-foot 
bar with stools The Club Normat 
is the iearest approach t 
York nitery, * It Alo 
covet harge of $3 r } 


from 55c to $1.60 

The Royal York hotel, largest 
hostelry here, was dry—except foi 
beer—but will shortly serve liquor 
in the diningrooms and has plans 
for drinkery privileges, plus <cddi 
tional floorshow attractions’ in its 
Imperial Room and the Roof Gar- 
den. The King Edward Hotel plans 
drinking facilities in its Vanity Fair 
Room; the Metropole hotel in its 
Paddock Room. 

So far, there’s no rush on the part 
of hotel or contemplated nitery 
operators; although, for the first two 
that did open, the Silver Rzeil had a 


two-block line in the rain and the} 


Club Norman, 
utedly sold out for the fortnight 
ther bistro operators, 
who have the facilities but are leary 
of expensive decorating bills. are 


shrewdly appraising the business | 


possibilities from the gidelines, par- 


ticularly as m¢ny of oronto’s res- 


taurants will be eligible for liquon 
licenses once the legislative ma- 
chinery gains momentum. 


nitery from “using the same name 


2 was denied Friday (4) by Federal 





capacity 300, is re- | 


how ever, | 








“LAFFINGLY YOURS” 


HAL FISHER 


RETURN ENGAGEMENT 
LdoKxouT HOUSE 
COVINGTON, KY. 

Dir.: WILLIAM MORRIS AGENCY 
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Judge Michael J. Roche, who held 
° Pe that Sherman Billingsley’s famed | 
Chi Missionary Center bistro did not have exclusive right 
to the name throughout the nation. 

Reverts to Nitery Again) 


In the action brought by the New 
Chicago, April 8. | 





York Stork club, it asked the in- ; 


F . ijunction plus $53,00 amages, 
From nitery to missionary center \J E $ 0 damage 


to plush-trade nitery is his ey a 


<2 Niery Bind 
esa emeceys.| Plenty Holy Wk. 
ae soe : = But Good Easter 


Tribes Missionary Cente ipportec 





‘ iO} ) le, \< 
by various Protestal daqenominations NI y operators ho ring 

» ] + 

rliai y) it vacated nda 0 - 
Re 1g1ou grout ical an I yvoasted that Holy Week oO 

€ ead sed ) ome ( | 4} 

( I Call ne 

ade Jacobson aegl lace be g as 

| . : r oul oO gre Retry 
given sW nK emodeilling { ‘ost ol 
given swank remodeling at « et sses slumped 


*$100.000. 


to eir lowest point in yea Both 
" St and eastside boite vere af 
Guild Mullng Two fected 
gf i It endo é ade 
Plans for Setting Up =| cxrerses_ 2 nderwrot 
j o | ¢ 2 were neve) ore mindful of 
Nationa onvention custome! eque 1e DIstro 
Modus operandi of forthcoming had more re f iff ha 
convention of American Guild of | al me tables 
Variety Artists, which had been ten- Howeve the weekend including 
tatively slated for this month in} Easter Sunday saw bus bounce 
Chicago, will postpone national con- | back With East hopping ended 
fab until a later date. according to! and hotel filled to near-capacity, 
Matt Shelvey, national head of the! cafes did their biggest business in 
union weeks Largest takes were regis 
Shelvey explains that two modes) tered at the dinner session on Sun 
of operation in etling up the con-| day and pper crowds were much 
vention have been mulled at! better than usual. 


' ’ ’ 
| AGVA’s national headquarter He's | Operators feel that the next few 


|calling together representatives of | weeks will determine hether sum- 
all branches of the union for pre-! mer closings wil) be the rule De- 
convention talks in Cincinnati, April} ejder y ill be the weekend business. | 


117, 18, 19, where he'll submit and) Bonifaces fee] 
discuss both plans for convention | 
} setup and will have the reps go back 
| to their respective locales and place 
the matter before their member- 
ships Whichever plan is adopted | 
will then be submitted by Shelvey 
for approval to the national board 
|of the Associated Actors and Art- 
istes of America, parent © talent | Cafes Sag in Northwest 
! union. ro tland. Ore., April 8. 
Show biz has been off throughout 
the entire northwest, Portland being 


that with a good Sat- 
urday and Sunday, they can plod 
along’ until better business 
tions prevail. 


Business over the past Sunday was 


heartening, but few are certain it 
vill continue 


Original plan had been for mem- 
! bership attending ‘convention to se-)— 
lect nominators from the floor, who the only spot where there has been 
n turn would nominate candidates | 25 real activity With five class 


. niteries op ating . Ws 
for president, vice-presidents, sec- |‘ **''€5 Operating floorshows nightly 


have been put to the membership for 
vote, Those attending would have 
balloted on the spot and those un- 
able to attend would have filed ab- 
sentee votes. Members would also 
have been ealled upon to vote on} 
ratification of constitution, bylaws, 
rules and regulations, etc. 

Other plan is to hold membership 
meetings in areas of AGVA branch 
| offices and have each branch elect 
its delegates, with latter making the | ie new King O° Clubs, whidi 
| nominations at the convention. Opened last month, has convinced 
| Whichever plan is agreeable to the | the other operators that they will 
membership will be the one adopted | | ove to bring in top talent to meet 
for the convention, Shelvey stated. competition. 


nel wae 1 er yr re = With the Rose Festival coming up 
A's approves, machinery tor the con- in June, the national Elks booked 


right now. 
night club. Vancouver, B. C., and 
Spokane can boast only a couple of 
spots apiece. 


the scrap heap. and night club rev- 
enue has suffered. To compensate 
for the loss of gambling, the better 
clubs are booking name acts to draw 
the crowds. The sudden success of 











nt . > se io 
vention cannot be set in motion, he |, July, and numerous other con- 








added. | claves on the Chamber of Commerce 
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OPEN 





THE THREE TERRIFIC 


MURPHY SISTERS 


LOOKOUT HOUSE 
Covington, Ky. 


Watch for new sensational Apollo Recording 'MAHZEL' 


Direction: HARRY MOSS AGENCY 
Hotei Lincoin, New York City 


jroster, the outlook for a profitable 

jseason is fairly bright but it ie 
|doubtful if Portland can continue to 
‘support the large number of enter- 
itainment spots which sprung up 
during the years when the town 
| was full of servicemen and shipyard 
| workers 


APRIL 9th 





Benny Fields Follows 


| 
| 
| 
| Ruth Etting at Copa, N. Y.| 
i the Copacabana, 
weeks, starting April 17. 

Switch was made necessary by the 
fact that Carmen Miranda, orig!- 
nally slated to open at that time, 














—eeeeennmmmmmmperemmmms CC] f)) tl two-week delay. Miss 











CHARLEY 


AND HIS 





Hotel Lincoin, New York 


Miranda will open there May 1. 


The Best Musicmakers Are | Fields succeeds run of Ruth Et- 


ting. 


VENTURA G.V. Inn, N.Y., May Close. 


The Greenwich Village Inn, N. Y¥ 


QUINTETTE may close early next week if no 


headliner is available. Rocky Cam- 
Now Breaking All Box-Office Records cra, spot’s operator, is trying to get 
At the THREE DEUCES, New Vers a name to follow current run of 
Recording for NATIONAL Sally Rand, who winds up Sunday 
‘ M fa h hi ick. 
Guesting on Important Network and Local Programs 13). but so far he’s had no ht 


Spot has had a p! -ofitable run with 


i y a1 , >» ¢ ° 
Exclusive Booking Management Miss Rand and would like to con 


but will not 


tinue into the summer, 
HARRY MOSS AGENCY so nani a drawing topliner 


ao 
Circle §-6526-7-6 | obtained by the end ef the w eek. 
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| 


condi- 


| which made history at the spot in 
Under the Mayer's edict, all gam- | 
ing tables have been relegated to | 





Benny Fields has beep signed for | 
N. Y., for two} 


Shelvey Replies to Minority Group 
In Its Attack on AGVA Operation 





} weeks in the 187 Government hos- 
~| pitals. 


| his nitery 


‘ , | Wynn, Lena Horne and Ann Miller 
e a; 'and fou othe aving s ’ », Len 
retary, treasurer and a board of di- x ul thers having shows on | 


rectors Slate selected would then weekends, local city is the entertain- | 
ment center of the Pacific northwest | 
Seattle has no first rate |!" Show, is attempting to get a 


, AD, te sistant to Bryan | 


+ A nine-page unsigned statement 
Tak {purportedly from N.Y, nitery pere 
Rain Soaks Expected a es formers, complaining about methods 
ef operation within American Guild 

In Atlantic City Bistros *. oe | 


( iety Artists, drew the fire of 


le + - a . f +3) ; 4 *} 4 
Atlantic City, April 8. Matt Shelvey, head of the union, 
ainy veather Saturday (5) cut ok : 
. R eather ature a) } ‘upon h eturn to New York this 
the expected crowd here Easte1 , . 9 . 
: -. —_ : VeeCK a hela surve, Passout 
S da However, with fair weat Ay & 
pits . .Y. dailies and 
> \ 18) va paraaeda oO . 
we pe Main 1 ad 
Y Easte 
, | aCe- 
] C¢ Sa 
i ( r veatl . a 
; S | i allegat ed 
€ é 
‘ ‘ ai? 
l 
149 
= ‘ i , 
} . 00 e 
ACL VA g 


i Lahr, Caesar, Simpkins _a soft seat on the grav} 
Will Tour Vet Hospitals; sicives ‘pointed (0 the worshenning 
22 Units Already Set voi»: of tne compiatnt on having a 


x0 $2 
t Late: 1 t 
A rT 
¢ Une by 1 
‘ 
later ‘ tou cir Include | 1a the AGVA nonthly bulletin (house 
‘ae ( Art > Simpkit ‘ . 
Caesi t Arthur Lec at, Shs ontained financial reports 
N r e dale are et on ien ‘ ‘ 4 If t { 
i) ime i l Cy tor 
Vie: ule, the purple-heart P ‘ ‘ not r ‘ 
consiat rablk pickKuy r = 
4 f f ‘ noloym«¢ rT Wy ecent ; to pre ent off cer Ol AGN A, 
. & : 3 re are none n ha t bee > 
Wee iue to the activity of the . ; and-hasn Ince 
‘ yookers committee ear) hy ne ri autonomy was take ovel 
Vauade VOOKeTS I L1Ut , WhICTI 
hy the Wa A *< 49 } ? 
some weeks ago started to recr = A ~ lhe a bO42,  Shelvey 
tated Since then the nations 
performers to entertain hospitalized ses dy en 2 ational 
board of the Four A’s has been gov- 
el . A ‘ " 
A those nau nakin the | ‘ NM AGVA A national airee 
4) > \. il VV « ~ 
, — . { I}ip ) 1 DY Lf) li m 
rounds of hospitals are Three Swift : ; ; 5 V's, I 
Gene Sheldor Johnny Downs, Joe hardly endowed with the dictatorial 
: i Cat l, e i Wil * 
p ps . powe) vhich this disgruntled f 
and Jane McKenna, Walter Dare |°* ld ; ' ‘i i a few 
. . . VOU nave one e1leve, Vas yu 
Wahl. Hal Sherman, Harry Martin f AGV . t 
1 ‘ Le ‘ } 4% 
i the Kemmy Ross and Stone and me e ol ty A affair: j l 142 DV 
R nd Dean he Four A’s and I'm still their em- 
oss an n, 
There are currently 22 units o1 ployes deputized to do the best 
I al iT ! ’ i : 
possible for the membership I'm 
the circuit, and shows are so geared , I 


content to stand on my record of ac- 
complishmen?, Records of AGVA’s 
strides since 1942, I believe, speak 


that they spot a show every two 


more eloquently than the mumblings 

i of a disgruntled few. You can't 

| Miller ‘Angling Film please everybody all the time. Prob- 
2 ably the convention will iron out 

Names for Riviera, N.J. things to the satisfaction of even the 


Bill Miller, who's opening the! disgruntled few,” he concluded 
Riviera, Ft. Lee, N. Ji, May 18, 
trained to Hollywood, Sunday (6) In 
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attempt to pact film names fo! 
He’s angling for Keenan 


Miller. who has a commitment 
from Harry Richman for the open- 


lineup comparable to the Richman- 
Sophie Tucker-Joe E. Lewis show 


1940. Boniface is also angling for 
Jackie Miles and Eleanor Powell for 
opening show. 

Donn Arden has been engaged to 
do the production, with costuming 
to consist garb ysed the past season 
at the Colonial Inn, Hallendale, Fla. | 


ee 


waa With Hawkins 
Hank Lazar has resigned from 
the Frederick Bog. cocktail dept. 
o be road manager for Erskine 
Tawkins. 
Lazar is the 






NANCY DONOVAN 


“The Thrilling Voice’ 
Currently at the 
BAKER HOTEL 


DALLAS, TEXAS 
Ex. Mgt—M. ¢. A. ARTISTS, Ltd. 


brother of Irving | 











oy, Eagle-Lion Fictures head. 





AMERICA’S SINGING STAR 


JERRY WAYNE 


Week of April 10th 
HIPPODROME, Baltimore, Md. 





Week of May Ist 


LOEW’S STATE, New York, N. Y. 


Personal Representation DEL PETERS 


Exclusive Booking Management 


HARRY MOSS AGENCY 
Hotel Lincoln, New York Circle 5-6526-7-8 
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British Holiday Camps Shaping 
Up As Large-Scale Talent Users 


} 
aires, Eric Whinston, Ronnie Munro, | 
Nat Temple. 

The Scottish camp in Ayr, within 
one and a half miles of Robert 
Burns’ birthplace, will have a spec- | 
ial attraction, the only one of its 
kind, which will run throughout the | 
season, and will be accessible to the 


By HARRY REGENSBERG 
London, April 3. 
Butlin’s Camps look like develop- 
ing into one of the biggest, if not the 
biggest, purveyors of entertainment 
in England and the rest of Europe. 
Butlin came here before the war 








| 
j 


from Canada and has at present five | CUtside public. — This is a —, 
deluxe holiday camps in England,| °Pera on the life of the Scottish 
Scotland and Wales. These are a/| Poet, written and produeed by 1 G. | 


| Fairburn, who has staged many big 
|musical pageants im England and 


| America, such as “Hiawatha.” 


6,000 capacity camp in Skegness; one 
in Pwllheli, Wales, and another at 
Filey Bay, Yorkshire, both with sim- . ay “ 
ilar capacity; and camps at Clacton- Other big attractions are top ra- 
on-sea and Ayr, Scotland, each ac- | d10 shows such as ITMA, “Merry- 
commodating 2,500, with all having | G0-Round, “Much Binding = the 
room for extensions. His sixth, due Marsh” and “Men at Work,” for 


to Spen next year in Dublin, Ireland, | which average cost Is $1,000 a day 
|These are only available for odd 


will hold 3,006. , 
. 'davs. due to their radio commit-|in there native heath. 
Camps operate 30 weeks each | nents. Brooklyn operators have so far 
i year, doing capacity trade through- | Top vaudeville names already | found installation of the rhumba | 
out the season, which means a total booked are Laurel and Hardy,jorchs to be profitable inasmuch as 
clientele of 690,000 annually. And | Charles Chester, Issy Bonn, Peter | the clubs are getting patronage that 
when the Dublin spot begins opera-| Kavanagh, Georgie Wood, Hatton| formerly went to the Manhattan 
tions, the paying customers will | and Manners, Reb Wilton, Arthur | spots. Because of the lower priced 
amount to another 90,000 | Prince, Beryl Orde, Peter. Waring, | policies of the Brooklyn clubs, many 
Entertainment includes such at-| Albert Whelan, Peter Brough,! customers hit cafes several times a 
tractions as San Carlo Opera Co.,! Charles Kunz and Leon Cortez. Ne- | week. 
booked at $14,000 a week; London | gotiations are also pending for big} Biggest expenditure for the 
Symphony Orchestra, costing $10,-| American names, such as Andrews | rhumba orchs is O¢etjens, which 
000; International Ballet, opening| Sisters and Mills Bros., and local | installed Catalino’s band last week. 





end of May for three weeks season, 
at $8,000 a week; the Old Vic Co.,! Hal Stone. 
booked for three weeks in June at| Butlin 
$8,000 a week—and touring revues, | attraction. regardless of cost, and is 
name bands and top vaudeville acts. reported dickering for “Oklahoma!” 


Acts and shows are booked for | after it finishes its run at the Drury 
two nights in each camp, playing| Lane, which will not be till late 
twice nightly, covering entire popu- | next year. 


Management has not yet experi- 
mented with straight shows, but is 
willing to listen to & proposition. 


Jackie Coogan Set For 
London Tour by Delfont 


Upon completion of current stint 
with Jackie Cooper in “Kilroy Was 
Here” being made for Monogram re- 
lease, Jackie oogan will go to 
London under the management of 
Bernard Delfont, who'll present him 
on a vaude tour there slated to open 
May 18. Booking was handled 
through the Roy Fox and Will Col- 
llins offiges in London. 


lation in each camp, with manage- 
ment running two attractions con- 
currently, 

There is a regular pool of vaude- 
ville units to augment the big band 
attractions, such as the Squadron- 
me 
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THERE'S ONLY ONE 


FRANCES 
FAYE 


Direction: M.C.A. 





clude Ann McCormack (Mrs. Coo- 
gan) and William H, Taft, former 
juve lead in Mike Todd's musical 
“Up in Central Park.” Trio will 
leave May 6, possibly on the Maure- 
tania and ll be abroad for 34 
weeks. ot oupects to preem in 
the Midlands before coming to Lon- 
don, 

Previously it had been reported 
that Coogan and Cooper would team 
together, However, that’s been tem- 
porarily abandoned. 





Dave Rose’s Vauder? 
Dave Rose orchestrg may play its 
first vaude date e @ast at the 
Capitol theatre, N. Y., in Septem- 





STEVE EVANS 














= 





Photographers 


STAGE - SCREEN - RADIO ARTISTS 
NEW YORK STUDIO 


154 West 57th Street 
i DELIGHTFULLY AIR-CONDITIONED 


PHONE CIRCLE 7-3505 


BOSTON STUDIO - LENOX HOTEL 


Phone for Appointment: Kenmore 5-300 








| Beach bistros and are continuing il 


American acts like Bob Bromley and | 


is prepared to book any | 
| Latin terp crews is likely to cause 


i 


|elimination of the orthodox orchs. 


| In addition to Coogan, act will in- | 


Offering ber. Deal ig currently being nego- 
HAPPY TIMES & JOLLY MOMENTS J} tiated by bidney iermont, Cap | 
MAJESTIC, PATERSON’ booker. . 
DIR.: MATTY ROSEN Deal will hinge on Rose’s film 
commitments. 


Lamouret, French Ventro. 
Pacted for Roxy, N. Y. 


Robert Lamouret, French novelty 
ventriloquist, has been signed for 
ihe Roxy theatre, N. Y. Turn’s date 
hasn’t been set yet inasmuch as ar- 
rival in U. S. isn’t definite. 

Monte Proser, operator of the 
Copacabana, N. Y., has an option on 
Lamouret when he arrives in the 
U. §. 


Rhumba Craze May Nudge 
Out Straight Orch in Nabes 
In Favor of Latin Bands| 


Aftermath of the past Florida sea- 
son is the breaking out of the 
rhumba craze in Brooklyn, Many | 
Brooklyn spots, including Oe¢etjen’s, | 
have taken on Latin outfits to cater | 
to a new set of rhumba fans that 
learned the dance in the Miami 








Other spots are using around five 
pieces, 
The increasing popularity of the 


As it is, the regular crew is forced 
to provide a liberal mixture of 
rhumbas during its turns. 


ROXY, N. Y., SWITCHES 
ACTS FOR ‘ALEXANDER’ 


Booking of the reissue “Alexan- | 
ider’s Ragtime Band” for April 16 
lat the Roxy theatre, N. Y.. has neces- 
sitated the booking of a new stage- 
)show, Layout with will consist of 
|}Lecuona Cuban Boys, Three Swifts 
land the Del Rios. 
| Show with Hazel Scott, Henny 
Youngman and Carl Ravazza was 
| originally slated to follow current 
|layout topped by Connee Boswell 
j;and Jackie Miles. This display goes 
jin after “Alexander.” 











'W-A Starlight Roof, N.Y., 
Skedded to Open May 15 


Starlight roof of the Waldorf-As- 
toria hotel, N. Y.. is slated to open 
May 15. reem show is still to be 
set. 

Meanwhile, new layout is slated 
for its winter operation, the Wedg- 
wood room, April 21, with Mary 
Raye and Naldi ang John Sebastian. 
Dance team is current at the Copa- 
cabana, N. Y. 


Andrews Sisters Draw 15G 
Plus % For Frisco Date 


Hollywood, April 8. 

Andrew Sisters will pull $15,000 
plus split over $34,000 for one week 
| beginning April 16 at the Golden 
Gate theatre, San Francisco. 

Andrews have grouped Les Paul 
Trio, Allen Karne, Vic Schoen Orch 
and Sensationalists, roller skating 
team, for the bill. 


Tishman to CAC 


Max Tishman, who resigned sev- 
eral weeks ago from the theatre 
dept. of General Artists Corp., has 
joined the Continental Artists Corp. 
as theatre dept. head. 

CAC is a new outfit vecently set 
up by Milt Deutch with several of 
the bands and acts formerly booked 
by Ja®k Robbins American Artists 
Bureau. 














| spite wet weather and the holidays, 
|indicates it might pay off, As was 


iso whether the 
| boniface Carl 


|each of the acts was held to the bare 


|her from returning. 





Miss Desmond’s Cap Date 


Florence Desmond, current at the 
Blue Angel, N. Y., has been booked | 
for the Capitol theatre, N. Y., for a 
September date. | 

Miss Desmond is slated to return | 
| to England after her nitery stand, 
| and will return shortly before she 
| makes her Capitol appearance, 








SABLON’S FRISCO TAKE 


Jean Sablon, French singer cur- 
_rent at the Palace hotel, San Fran- 
|cisco, hung up a new record for the 
| spot with a personal take of $3,561 
for his first week. Singer went in on 
deal calling for $2,000 guarantee and 
a percentage of the covers. 

Spot is negotiating for 


the De- 





Marcos to follow. 


Zanzibar, N. Y. 

Art Tatum, Thelin Carpe ‘ 
Howell § Bowser, Hage et tor, 
ra ole 

ys 


nter 
Peewe rquette, cheng 
Oreh ray eveteall ok (5); 


no cover or minimum, 





New all-sepian spring show at th 
Zanzibar marks the inauguration o 
the ¢lub’s no eover, fg minimum 
policy and the good-sized crowd 
present last Friday (4) night, de- 


to be expected. however, there were 
far more beer bottles in evidence 
on the tables then the harder stuff, 
policy will benefit 
Erbe in the way of 
increased grogses as well . a5 = 
creased crowds is something for 
time to tell 

Show, starring Art Tatum and 
Thelma Carpente?l, is a geod one but 
the way it was hangléd the night 
caught brings up the interesting 
point of whether? such a club can 
benefit more from word-of-mouth 
advertising or the interest generated 
by a coast-to-coast radio broadcast 
from the room. Show teed off at 
12:35 a.m, but, since the Mutual web 
picks up the Doles Dickens music 
from the room at 1:15, time allotted 


minimum, to the considerable cheg- 
rin of many of the customers. Dié- 
gruntlement was especially pro- 


nounced when Peewee Marquette, 
the midget who emcees the show, 
stopped the applause for Miss Car- 
penter by promising she’d be back, 
but the restricted time prevented 


Old-time minstrel ddie Rector 
opens proceedings with a soft-shoe 
stint that might have been lifted 
from gne of the late Dockstader’s 
productions pemongsesat the vet 
showmanship touch, gives a good 
vocal going-over to “Ada” and fol- 
lows with some intricate terping for 
top response, Windup, via the 
“sand” routine, is pleasantly ngstal- 
gic. Bert Howell and Buddy Bow- 
ser follow with their versatile com- 
edy patter and songs, -eliciting the 
required yocks in the right places. 
Material, including several parodies, 
is none too new but they sell it 
cleverly and Howell’s virtuosity on 
a mundéene uke is tops. 

iss Carpenter, with a roster of 
pops, is standout. She opens with a 
bouncing “Good Day,” then achieves 
a nice change of pace with “You 
Keep Coming Back.” In both of 
these, she keeps her hands demurely | 
behind her but, despite the lack of 
gestures, she projects her personaljty 
admirably. $he does bring in the 
gestures with “S.A., Take It Away” 
and winds with « nifty rendition of 
“One of Those Things” for the 
above-mentioned begoff. Garland 
Wilson aids her considerably With | 
mig epopmineninnanl. 

atum closes the show with his 
almost-unparalleled pianistics. is 
re bg van in which he runs the 
melodie strains of several tunés to- 
gether, are sock stuff and the dis- 
sonant chording is strangely ear- 
caressing. Guy demonstrates eom- 
plete econhtrol of the keyboard in the 
short time allotted him, giving his 
individualized treatment to'the clas- 
sics and then to “Man I Love,” in 
which he intermingles a “Porgy and 
Bess” medley. It’s another begoff. 

Dickens’ five-man combo cuts the 
show well and alternates for dancing 
with Chick Morrison’s crew, also : 
Quintet. Both outfits concentrate on 
the oldies in the 52d street tradition, 
meaning the floor’s crowded most of 
the time. Stal. 


Five O’Cloeck, Miami 
Miami Beach, April 2. 
Lenny Kent, James & Beverly 
Paysee, Richard Hayman, Gloria 
Wallis, Michael Selker Orch (7); no 
minimum or cover. 











Current package will probably be 
the last seen under the Barken 
brothers’ aegis, the vet operators 
then leased the swank spot to 
New York interests, who plan to 
run it as swank dinery sans show 
or music. 

Topliner is Lenny Kent. One of 
the by now small group of “hep” 
comics, his stint adds up as satis- 
—s for the inveterate nitery 
goer from the big cities, but one 
which means nothing in many in- 
stances to the average guys who go 
out once a week. He’s much too 
flip and fast for them. That he can 
get yocks is evidenced in sequences 
which they understand, such as his 
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rhumbg teachers, 
he Paysees ta lip 45 one o th 
hette young terp gars to hay 
played this area. are res 
looki an oer routines sho 
ae t and production, Impresg 
for troy bowol jfts and spi 
r@ top-drawer With the blending @ 
t 3 sequences smartly achieved, 
londe looker G gria allis woul 
f° well in an intimate room. A 
resent she shows in fair fashion 
with her version of pops, though 
obviously nervous approach hine 
ders effect on aud. Voice is there 
as is material, outside of tendenct 
% intro songs with overlong tal 
ith more experience should he 
okay for intime spots. 
ichérd Hayman tees off things 
with ¢ harmonica stint that shows 
flair for showmanship and virtus 


= 


sity, Socks with “Rhapsody in 

lué.” , 

Show is packgr unded in fair 
manner by ichae! Selker’s orch 
which could use better sidemen 
than are on tap., On the dance sid¢ 
the get-them-on music is neatly 
done. Lary. 


Kitty Davis’, Miami 
Miami Beach, April 6. 

Tommy Dix, Sascha Leonoff, Eddie 
White, Tokanw Conrdd & Co, (6), 

i Leeds, Nicolle, 
vers Orch: minimum §$2. 

Now that mosteof the pened 
spots have closed this year roun 
room comes into its Own with me- 
dium budgeted shows which, on an 
average, add up tO getielyine enter- 
tainmént parlays. urrent package 
we Ulustration, 

ommy Dix socks with his bary 
vocalizings, aided by an easy deliv« 
ery and engagingly boyish manner, 
Stint ig smartly blended and in- 
cludes “Zing Went the Strings of My 
Heart’ for an opener, follOwed b 
nifty arrangements of “Temptation” 
and “Anniversary Song.” His 
“Buckle Down, Winsocki” follows to 
make for a reception that brings 
him back for a surprise rendition of 
“Kili, Eili” for a begoff, Combo of 
showmanship and talent clicks all 
the way. 

Sascha Leonod is an act new for 
the area, as Well as ah Entel jaining 
one. A big guy with a robus mari= 

(Continued on page 47) 
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HARRY A. ROMM 


ct: a PA lew. York, NY 
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ROBERTS | 


TC - p 
MENTALISTS oor MACICAL MASTERS! 


an 


Currently 
HENRY GRADY 
HOTEL 


ATLANTA, GA. 








April 9, London Arena, London, Ont. 
April 10, Massey Hail, Toronto, Can. 


April 11-12-13, Palece, Youngstown 


Mgt.— UNIVERSAL ATTRACTIONS 
565 Fifth Avenue, New York 
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ight Club Revi — Variety Bill 
6 $ 
t 
g CvieWSs Beaucoup In Black ar S 
. a NE ATT ESE MOAT AO Continued from paxe 46 a a ee When midtown Manhattan boni- WEEK OF APRIL 9 ; 
: : Kitty Davis’, Miami “s faces: find out about Don & Elsie’s , 
ner, he gabs with an overlaid Russky despite the billing, and get off with | Music Box in Greenwich Village, Numerals in connection with bills below indicate opening day ef show \ 
2 accent that gets laughs as he mala- 2s “Morel : N. Y., there’s liable to be a revolu- whether full or split week | - 
/ props the Janguage, Work | on ac- aed worl Laie tere ceeneels ome tion in the nitery biz. Here’s a 100- Letter in pareathe tadiento eowtt fg? cipdepondents (L) Leew; i 
ordion and piano is ang nicely > . ‘| seater serving expensive meals and eee s ; ) Warner i 
| or good returns. Features Rouma- aced by the leader a Sveerind, they Se i 
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impart a lively bounce en 








enticing a considerable wine trade 

















| and instill in sa ' i 
S& a Russo classics in modern, many non-rhumba addicts a desire | that would ‘make the plush uptown NEW XORE, CITY Di itanes, “a Alomae Hawaijans ;4 Esquires B 
. s . . . . 2 
if merdy-t : for a course of instruction at the | spots envious. They do it strictly | x.\)7 ¢ Ore | Tea W coh co Ester trie j 
h Conrad and hi t e Xavier Cugat eems Orc Barry Bros Ore Cabana 
Johnny 8 troupe / Arthur Murray salons, Jose. | with longhair talent, and an enter-| The Garcias Bonnie Baker Copacabana NTG Revue 
] (New Acts) are okay in their color- : f Betty Reilly may Savoy Ruth Etting Radio Aces 
ully staged terpings. Comic Eddie as ak tainment nut that could hardly buy | Martin & Lewis CLEVELAND Raye & Naldl Gloria King 
A hite is another new face for the Bowman Room, N. Y. the costume on a sparsely draped _—— Hall (I) 10 P Famee A 7 Steen & Saenes seeumona Lang 
) ° , f “eer sucile Cummings yuy Lombardo Orc au finche achito Or 
ih area, though he has obviously been| p.,, Sere bab . chorus girl in a plush uptown joint. | Rrunhilda Roque Pitchmen Bill Shirley Jose Curbello 
i i ; » Ww +s : | Charles Kulkeski 30 y)kins Julie Wilso 
ne around. atter is okay and_ his Harlan; Phil Wayne Orch <7) with Surprising is the fact that even to | yengy BS — Prpas 4 Dare Michael Soe Ore | nae tes 
e, special song material has a fresh Kathleen Quinn; $1 cover w ied “A non-longhair fans the Music Box | Arnaut Bros COLT MBUS Fernando Alverez O — agg, TS yada 
Cy twist. Added dialect stories get him 1 d ‘ 7 SENSES, “Ovi > ‘ovable s Acromaniacs Palace (R) 14-16 Diamond Horseshoe + Nea . heats 
additional howls to make for a $1.50 Saturdays. provides a thoroughly enjoyable ses- | Tho'as & Vertzulis | c Cavallaro Ore Prot Backwards Kirby Walker. 
‘ healthy bowoff. sion. The singers there aren't faded Rockettes Prof. Lambert! Siri Cedric Wallace 8 
' P , orps de Ballet J & M Nagle Herman Hyde rs ac 
Jimmy Leeds emcees in affable This lush hotel eatery-nitery com- | oldtimers, but young and talented | sym orc DAVENPORT Turner Twine Wally Blacker 





bination has been operating on a 


Paramount (P) 9 


Orpheum (R) 10-13 


Rosebuds 


Versaliles 


manner. Nicolle purveys a mixture | gyoq policy of name bends. With newcomers, some with definite con- Same Dery Ore | Clive Wacar Gre Billy Banke Gass Soa 
N of French, Spanish and American | oven the smaller combos difficult to cert and operatic engagements for! 1 Jordon Tym 6 (two to fill) fables Davis Rob Grant Ore 
us ongs to teeoff proceedings. Johnn g the fall. l r accomplished | Pat Henning DETROIT Renald & Rudy Panchito Ore 
in Silvers and his eat ae a top ped book now because so many have : - All are — : od Lyn Shirley Michigan (P) il Jack Mathers Village Vanguaré 
| folded under increased operating | P/P€'S with hep concert deliveries Roxy (1) it Frank Fontaine Noble Sissle Ore R Dvyer-Bennett 
. and make dance music that gets ’ : d ly r iy t diti f h Connee Boswell Vaughn Monroe Bd|Syd Strange Ore Muriel Gaines 
ir them on floor Lary costs, the room’s management was | and nearly ready to audition for the | janie Miles Ziggy Talent Chico Gwen Tynes 
h, a Bs as , forced to take a chance on two com- | Met’s Edward Johnson. Buster Shaver | Johnny Mack P.osita Rios Dick Styles 3 
en paratively unknown outfits, both of| ‘There's the case of Frank Wenner- | Peace’sis © Rich? MOT ARTFORD i hae a Fair 
; ; : > - 2eters Sis ! Alice Farrar 
a Chez Paree, Chi ptr ge en dh } mg iar deo holm, who sang with the Royal State (L) 10 State (I) 11-18 | Bob Turk | | Gertrude Niesen 
: . ¢ : Mickey Rooney Frankie Carle Ore ote ennsylvan an Murray 
. Chicago, April 4. Ron Perry orch and Phil Wayne Opera in Copenhagen, and who was | Jane Harvey Baron & Bernay Randy Brooks Ore Bob Williams 
’ i The Marvellettes Johnny Morgan otel Pierre Nelle isher 
Lena Horne, De Marlos, Paul orch please the Bowman Room’s| brought to this country for a part} Wit, Mestin 3 HOLYOKE Dave Apollon Gioria Gilbert 
Gray, Walter Long, Don Davis Orch customers, consequently, is a mild|in the film version of “Up in Cen- Abilgail & Buddy Valley Arena (I) 13 | Chester Dolphin Boyd Raeburn 
(10), Don Chiesta (4), Line (10); $3 | SUrprise and a tribute to the show-|tral Park.” He qualified vocally, Canfield. Smith mt E Lawrence Ore Chas jReader_ Ore Ginnie Fowell 
on ~ y ° > re ° . b 4 PC Ss a ) 
lie and $3.50 minimum. manship of the two crews. but since that musical is strictly a|cab Calloway Ore | (four to fill) Hotel Plaza Bob Lee 
of Bands alternate on the stand, bit of Americana, he was no go Dusty Fletcher MIAMI Hildegarde Kay Carole 
), playing continuously from dinner on : Miller Bros & Lois Hal Kanner Ore Stuart Langley 


il- 


Opening of Lena Horne here to- 


till closing. Perry combo is prob- 


otherwise. In the meantime, he’s 


The Ravens 


Olympia (P) ? 
Terry & Ralph Rio 


Monte Ore 


Peggy Palmer 


night (4) was a terrific letdown af-| ably the better known and, with a| been signed by W. Colston Leigh for Wind Gh 12-18 lly I an ggg satan, te 
ter her eg 3% ful run - bor <e a| better jump beat than the Wayne|a September tour—and since opera] Los Aces Comilie’s Dogs 9 motes Lon ae Art Tatum 
la ear ago. a Horne just didn’t have | crew, rates the most appreciation. | singers have to eat, so he’s here, | Fayne & Foster Johnny Barnes vincent Lopez Ore | Thelma Carpenter 
| he elegance, the timing, the cos- Comprising only one sax, the usual : Tommy Hanlon PATERSON Waldorf-Astoria Eddie_ Rector 





His rendition of the Prologue from 


Ruth Wells 


Majestic (1) 10-13 


Tito Guizar 


D Dickens Ore 


ie= tuming or the elements that go to| three rhythm, plus a violin and ac- "eget é rin? Osmond 8 uke ‘ F & E Barr Zimmerman’ 
an make a great entertainer, which | cordion, A Looe dishes up a neat Pagliacci and “Le Veau d'Or * BROOKLYN Marie omkes Emil Coleman Ore |Gene Kardos 
re were so apparent on her last engage-| repertoire of pop tunes and oldies, from Faust, indicate a set of lush Flatbush (1) 12-13) J & J Blair meee goneat pekels 
ge ment. Weather which reached gale | mixing in enough rhumba rhythms | 4nd powerful tonsils with a terrif | (rsie Kaye toren Saw Betty Lee Meaney (Pact Arnett 
roportions et © definite ee ce to keep the Latin American fans | Savvy on delivery, Ann Barrett ‘ — Cass Harrigon Fi Sinclair & Alda 
; ri y iy oger . ele 4 
ry he half empty a” t aoneer | happy. Perry himself handles the| Another ary, Lloyd Harris, Jackie & Cutty The Workmans Don Baker | Olga Orlova. 
Ve ut it still could not account for | violin and alternates on vocals with sawed f th : ; UEENS The Fantinos 
er. iss Hofne’s so-so performance, Lee Harlan, the bass player. Latter, vee Ce S . Sere parts IN| jamalea (I) 9-12 | (two to fill) CHICAGO 
ins Show opens with ballet of 10| with a set of solid baritone pipes | Madame Butterfly” in Washington ge Paves .. PHILADELPHIA > 
My dancers featuring Vivienne Clark | which shun any semblance of croon- | the night previous to show caught. pi - eben ee I pre rger, Soe eae ee 
by with ponies wearing brief multi-| ing stye, is standout. His “Catalog Song” from Mozart’s| Wally Dean Lenny Gale Ches Paree Al Gordon & Pets 
n” colored net costumes, alter Long Wayne crew, with three reed, | “Don Giovanni,” and a Victor Her- eotserion Harris Beau Jesters Lena Horne Shyrettos (3) 
Tis ontribs soft shoe tap to “Tea for|three rhythm and one brass, is| bert selection, shows him ready for Seaten Taos muttarie (W) Ine” | paul Gray Dorethy Hild Deere 
to wo,” followed by a specialty and slightly more addicted to the ricky- bigtime Flores & DeCordoba | Count Basie Ore bette: I pe Hiotel Sherman 
igs closing with a whirling tap to good | tick, businessman's bounce, good for ; ‘ Patti Crawford Son & Sonny Don Chiesta Ore Carl Marx 
of eception. Paul Gray, who com-|/a two-step but little else. Outfit Lucy Kelston is extremely youth- ends Th te - Sus & Estrellita Aaorables (12) dows Wane 
of ines song and comedy, is definitely | pleases the room’s clientele, though, | ful and needs additional training in Guetta Beivek Gee en OT READING Colosimo’s Pig * (ays 
all a comer due to his decided flair for and mixes in a quota of novelty phrasing, but vocally she’s ripe. Frank Marlowe Rajah (I) 10-12 anes a Harmonicats 
ad-libbing plus a baritone voice|/numbers to keep things perking.| Eleanor Knapp is a young mezzo of | Mack & Desmona | Dany Hawre Ore jay Howard may 
for that is top-drawer in its appeal to| Kathleen Quinn, attractive blonde |). ,,i< hil Saeed Davennort | . “BALTIMORE George Prentice Betty White Don MeCrane Ore 
ng itery customers. Tunes were “Dark | songstress, handles the Wayne vocal- | PTOMSE, Wille vance Lavenport | Hippodrome (1) 10| Coley Worth Sol Feola Ore | The Craddocks (2) 
i= yes.” selections from “Vagabond | istics competently, shining especially | 8@V€ @ mature interpretation of “Ah | Pritchard & Lord ROCKFORD tata oe ) Frankson 
a 4 ” . t of “Girl For Lui” fro “La Traviata.” 3 Arnauts Palace (1) 11 D: a Boulevar-Dears 
hs ena Chloe o all of on the ballads. Stal. ors € Lul from “La traviata. Jean Carroll Carl & Arlene ree Pb acpdy ‘~ Latin {Quarter 
arr n ’ 7 Jerry Wayne dolly -ckless ac rant ec ewis Ore 
= ach added to a begoff. De Marlos, é MM i i N Y Pe getica ye of nc — ie Royal (I) 9 isa ade 2 nae mm. anya perelaine Du Bole 
oe terp team, do a nifty on a ballroom mas art nique, - ¥. he operators themselves, Don an [Armstrong Ore | Tom O'Neal + sete ey weal ae 
it ballet followed by apache to tune of | Leo Carrillo, Brett Morrison, Elsie Showalter, both with consid- | Cite @ Chuckis Paul Walker Ore | Copa Cover Girle | Corwin Sis 
“St. Louis Woman” and close with a | Allen Knowles, Line (7) with Chris | erable concert and operatic back-| Hop skip & Jump | SAN FRANCISCO cee teed oS Le 
a tanger po He ar ola + and Mar-| grounds. They're bonifaces of a 2 oa ee = — oe "Hotel Bismarck $ Palmer House 
ad Miss Horne, gowned in a soft blue natal alias rens; no cover, NO | high type, on a thee-and-thou basis | Bob Johnston Tim Berbers =| eee Ems SO ae 
1 off-the-shoulder rere — by = : ee: with most of their patronage, and er yg Bp ng oa The Martinis Artini & oe OE 
i e r . . . Se e 3 Ge 4 o 
i liver cloth, warbles Where Can You| After being closed for almost two | WP° take a turn on the floor them-| 18-16. J & M Mulcay Norma Warnes Abbott Dincers (12) 
H oy A fa =, You" followed | Weeks because of lack of names and | S¢lves. Both are affable hosts, and | 7 oy pas f° Court’ Sa (De 10.13 | & G Cansino Rio Cabana 








by “The Man I Love” and “Honey- 


a cOmmensurate lack of business, La 


Don, at the drop of a piano player 


Tedd Morgan 


Daniels & Daye 
Jim Jamae 


Eddie Fens Ore 
Hotel Blackstone 


Dinning Sis 
Irwin Corey 


suckle Rose” for an encore. It’s a Martinique finally managed to latch | will take off on an aria, while | ™ Louise & Charles lop ae Morton Downey Copsey & Ayers 
moot question as to whether the | onto Leo Carrillo, the dialectic film | hosting. Keiths (R) 10 | Hanlon & Clarke — | Ramos, Orch Don Bradfield 
singer's opening night performance | Comedian, for its reopener. Tt was @/ ‘The Music Box is probably the] ficgeii'® satson | 4ho Mani Joe Vera Ore | Cee. Davidson Ore 
suffered because of a slim audience | Gesperate Dookingno doubt about | 1, institution that’s a self-support- | Marion Hutton TOLEDO Sam Bar! Vine Gardens 
or whether Miss Horne has lost the | it Lenny Kent Param’t (P) 10-13 | , Motel Continental | Larry Ross 


languorously sensuous appeal, the 
ability to sell a song and slick sense 
of timing which made her an over- 
night success here on previous date. 

Line closes show with colorful 
Tyrolean number, which, while 
staged neatly, still left much to be 
desired. 

Don Davis orch which replaced 
Gay Claridge does a barg up job 
in playing show and, on the strength 
of the applause of the dancers be- 
tween shows, should rate a long en- 
agement here. Don Chiesta orch 

the rhumba band does as well as 
it can with four people, but sounds 
ight for the size of the room. Hunt. 





Havana Madrid, N. Y.- 


Carlos Ramirez, Noro Morales 
ch, Teddy Rodriguez & Phyllis, 
assas Orch; minimums $3 and $4. 





Angel Lopez has gone heavily on 


While Carrillo has considerable 
charm and savvy, it’s too much to 
ask that he carry the entire load on 
his shoulders, (Film paver Patricia 
Morison was supposed to be on the 
bill, too, but the deal fell through.) 
Carrillo’s dialectics aren’t enough 
to get by with the nitery sophisti- 
eates, though in the family-time 
vaudeville houses the veteran per- 
former, who’s garbed ala Mexicano, 
can do the same type of routine and 
get by. The Hollywoodian has been 
surrounded with a “revue” that has 
little merit beyond an unbilled, tune- 
ful score. : 

Brett Morrison, in tails, is a bari- 
tone who does well enough solo and 
in production numbers, while Allen 
Knowles is a young hoofer who like- 
wise can’t extricate himself from the 

oorly conceived “libretto.” Chris 
Kerrigan, from the line, does some 
specialty work, and Ernie Stewart's 
and Marcelino Guerra’s orchs handle 


the show and dancing neatly. 
Kahn. 











ing cultural unit. When the Met is 
in the black it’s because of chunky 
financial contributions. The Music 


Box, however, does all right with- 
out outside philanthropy. 


Jose. 





E-L’s Rank Time 


mun Continued from page 4 








with French Gaumont for distribu- 
tion and exhibition of E-L’s pix in 
France, North Africa, Belgium and 
Switzerland. Gaumont as a Rank 
partner will handle the American 
company’s product under the same 
terms as he does Rank’s, Krim said. 
Since Gaumont has over 50 French 
houses, the most important chain in 
France, and 14 film exchanges in 
that country, Africa, Belgium and 
Switzerland, E-L should do well un- 
der the deal, Krim believes. 





3 Flames 

BOUND BROOK 
Brook (1) 12-13 

Paxton Sis 

Kate Ellen Murtah 

(three to fill) 

CAMDEN 

Towers (I) 11-18 

Andrews Twins 

D Richardson Co 

Fank Cook 

Morey & Eaton 

3 Gobs 

CEDAR RAPIDS 
Towa (R) 15-17 

Clyde McCoy Ore 

(two to fill) 
CHICAGO 

Chicago (P). 11, 

Georgie Price 

Harold Barnes 

Rolly Rolls 


Glenn Miller Ore 
Tex Beneke 
Artie Dann 
Helene & Howard 
UTICA 


Stanley (W) 14-16 
Johnny Long Ore 
Ray English 


| J L_& M Caites 


WASHINGTON 
Capitol (LL) 10 
Ted & Flo Vallett 
The Mack Triplets 
P & W Briant 
Eddie Peabody 
WOONSOCKET 
New Park (I) 13 
oa & Young 
Oris ADDOtL -w ep 
Marti< & Florenz "7 
Lou Nelson 
(one to fill) 








Del Renee 
Marianne Fedele 
Sheldon Reed 


Phil D’Re 





Toe Kish Ore 
Mel Cole Ore 








doing the 


sical biographies”; 
Stradivarius,” the 
Tron 


the various 


—_——~_—=_== Continued from page 3 


original 
which he hopes to make a “really 
accurate biography to end all mu- 


himself and 


and “History of a 
biog of a fiddle., 


e workshop of the famous 
maker in the 18th century through 
hands 
passes down to the present. 


Buchman has been in Cuba shoot- 


into which it 





Cabaret Bills 


NEW YORK CITY 














ing scenes for “Treasury.” He left 
for there March 28 on the S. S,., 
President Monroe with Dick Powell 
and a camera crew. They shot con- 
siderable footage on the ship and 











; _ Blue Angei Leon & Kaale’s | COMtinued as it passed through the 
headline material for this show, and The new Yank company has now | Wally, Boag Bédie Devie Panama Canal, heading for Cali- 
consequently for the run of this lay-| (lever Club, Portlamd definitely decided on releasing 14] Eis Larkin 8 The Amorye fornia. Buchman disembarked at 
out has dispensed with line of girls Portland, Ore., March 31. (films in the U. S. in 1946, its prexy | Joan Nichols Narda Havana to meet a second crew for 

d is using only two acts, Carlos} 501, Baker & Harry Carroll, Irene |said. Of these, seven will stem from Cafe Bovtety eastel Lane the Cuban lensing and is due back 
paren, and Teddy Rodriguez and Vermillion, Kermit Dart, Russ |the Hollywood studios, headed by Olivera) Pablo in New York this week, 

yliis, _ |Graham Orch (6); no minimum, | Bryan Foy, and the other seven from | Gonnie Sawyer Art) Won Oe Principal shooting on “Treasury” 
Once the Holy Week hurdle is | g5c¢, cover, $1.50 Saturday. . Rank. Agreement with Rank is for | Cliff Jackson Monte Carle was completed in 65 days at the 
Over, business should be on the a 10 years with a minimum of five pix 7s nite Ore Dick Gasparre © | studio, but additional f “4 is be 
, at bs eavene- Meer | Polly Baker and Harry cue set annually Cafe Society a a ing shot not cae: Cee but 

mirez e spot has a performer - show at the Clover Club, |* . (ietenas =e Ore . 

who can lure the Latin wine trade, ey Walker's exuberant natural-| Krim planed to the Cvuast yester- | Lucienne Boyer Jackie Panne Shanghai, Egypt, Beirut, New York 
and Morales’ orch should bring in|, ocg fast comedy, and expressive |day Tuesday (8) for a short stopover eee ls tive Sadie Banks and San Francisco. The Shanghai 
the rhumba addicts. gestures get sound support from |to talk production plans for 1947-48 Carnival yyy pote crew just wound up and is starting 
_ Ramirez is one of the most pol-| Carroll at the piano, and his tunes, | with Foy. He'll be joined by Al/Qlsen & Johnson | (wich Village inn | Ome. Egyptian gang recently left 

— ished cafe pipers with a vigorous | which he plays so expertly, are ee Schwalberg, E-L sales chief, who Salici Puppets Bally Rand Show and has two to three months work 
bery that’s me okay in operatic | old favorites with the payees. a leaves over the weeknd. Max Young- Be” Oe oy ahead. Buchman hopes to have it all 
cane ir ts as pop a Pag coaxes the gett to eine” “By the stein, ad-pub head, and Jerry Pick- Michael Edwards Chaves Ore ‘ assembled for fall release. 

stint, Ramire ticks to Latin j the nesome Fine, j sai i j McManus Ore Ne arvey Ore fe ¢ 
fare with “Yo Te Quero Mucho,” Sea” and other Carroll-written tunes, | an, sao od ot ~ roar es Reid Ore _Havana-saand we is almost $2,000,000, he 
“Corozon” and does “Beguine” as a|and-the customers love it. Her ren-|west Thurs rd "They're yay Keye Luke Rodriques @ Phyttis| 
concession to non-Castilian elements. | dition of “Did I Get Stinko at the jon the next few pix. , John Tio Noro Morales 
inger could have remained on the Club Savoy” always brings down the |return within three or four days. Moo oe Rosita Segovia T Di d B k 
or much longer than he did, ee Jadine Li 8 ~~ ess Viamon ac 
Rodriguez po Phyllis have a “hone Vermillion dances to the CHI FB Tat Sings Kay Versa Tess Diamond, who resigned as 
Strong terp assortment built around | accordion accompaniment Sree, KING ANKLING ., | Yvette Gerri Gale head of Hollywood branch of Amer- 
— items, doing a samba, tango, | Dart. She does back gee sont Dart Johnny King, of the Frederick Jone Nellis Ore Eddie Stone Ore ican Guild of Variety Artists to align 
ree and paso doble. Dances are | and splits wm sae enanges ‘Bros. agency Chicago office, has at wine ae Biltmore | With Ed Fishaman Agency on Coast, 
ei, executed containing consider- | solos between costum he et the| handed in his resignation to be ef-| Milt Britton Unit Phil Wayne Ore is back with AGVA again. 
able grace and some good lifts and| Russ Graham and orch s i th. King is in the! , Eatin Quartes | Ron Perry Orc : , 
Spins. But according to routines at| tempo for the shows and customer | fective next month. bl | A Lee Simpkins Hotel Commodore She's been given post of coordi- 
Siow caught, mzle half of team | dancing. FB theatre and cafe dep : | Seemed & Sow Hotel “Row Garber | nator in the national headquarters of 
Shows no reason for the type bill-| Lenten lull was apperent_nere | Before joining Frederick Bros., | Pierre Cartier Chuck Foster Ore | the union in New York. Prior to 
ONS > Milos inasmuch as the femme with nal of the ps one oe ot this King was with “ae ego Artists ie gp datg Marion Spelman | going to the Coast she had been in 
Ss as * -rowds are always ‘ . ice. : I 
ork Suez. The pair Pwr 4 Ragone | onal lair of the lumber barons. ' Corp. and the Al Borde o Chick Gladke Bissell & Farley charge of agent control at AGVAe 
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Wednesday, April 9, 1947 





Strand, N. Y. 
Cab Chowne. Orch (18) with 
onah Jones; Miller Bros. & Lois, 
avens (4), Dust Fletcher; “Stal- 
en Road” (WB), reviewed in 
Variety, March 19, °47, 





Cab Calloway, the perennial, is 
ck at the Strand for the umpteenth 
= with “Stallion Road” and three 
acts. While his almost every move 
n be enticipated—after 15 years— 
fis guy is still delivering entertain- 
ent. And as fer the b.o., hie name 
by new can be classed with the best 
n so far as circulation of it is con- 
sarned. He's just about an institu- 
ion. 
Working with one standard dance 
turn—Miller Bros. & Lois—and a} 
ew vocal quartet and Dusty) 
pes one of the lads who can 
x 





e blamed for “Open the Door, 
ichard” if anyone is looking for a 
scapegoat, Calloway puts on a very 
pleasant show. It won’t knock any- 
Qne from a seat, but it will satisfy | 
them nicely. 

Following the usual bandshow pat- 

rn, Callowzy opens with a heavy- 
see Bo arrangement of “Summer- 
time”—or at least that’s what it’s 
gaid to be. Calloway hasn’t another 
name for it, but he sure has another 
peasy However, it serves. He 
oliows immediately with an old 
writing of his, titled “Sunday in 
Scvannah,” a semi-serious piece 


n est juke elick, “Blues of 
the Recor “7 as rendered by the 
Mello-Lar aw an extra hefty 
response. arry Stevens also gets 
plenty of enthusiasm with his solo 
work in “Speaking of Angels” and 
“Guilty.” Band‘y happy combination 
of old and new tunes includes 
“Eighteenth Century Drawing Room” 
(Beneke is smooth gn the tenor sax), 
“Anniversary Song,” “Don’t Be That 
Way,” and “Serenade in Blue.” 

Both extra acts bolster the bill 
nicely with comedy rontines. Helene 
& Howard begin with stately grace 


a rise as ever this house. 
li ” 
Among he new cyt 5 Calico 


| Swing into a snappy bit of jitter- 
bugging that elicks. Marshall broth- | 
ers have a diverting line of imita- | 


cialis and such 





nicely staged and performed. Later, 
the band, a_ spirited, 
— of eight brass, five sax, and 
our rhythm, puts on an excellently 
yorked out portion ef “A Good 
pay” with Jonah Jones vocalling. | 
alloway or the band doesn’t take 
nether shot at the spot until the 
ezder’s “Hi-Di-Ho Man” and “Ol 
rampaw” tricked up via a ’47 
nodel zoot suit on the leader. Whole 
dea is one of his favorite standbys 
@nd it clicks solidly. 

Miller Bros. & Lois have been 
round for years. They do tap pat- 
erns on the floor and astride the 


satisfying | 





latform which spells out “Miller”. 


heirs is a flashy turn, they work | 


herd, and get strong appreciation. 


in a conventional waltz number then 





tions, poking fun at radio commer- |} 
personalities as| 
Crosby, Sinatra, Boyer, Heatter and 
Lorre, 


Biz, aided by kids out of school for 


Easter vacation, was okay when 
| caught, Corb. 
Mhieage, Chi 
hicago, April 4. 
Georgie Price, Jayne DiGatano 


with Adam, Harold Barnes, Rolly 
Rolls, Lou Breese Orch (14); “Sud- 
denly It’s Spring” (Par). 





Easter parade at Chicago is fast- | 


paced presentation. 
High wire stepper Harold Barnes 
is class in appearance and perform- 


| ance. Lad sets self on wire and with 


it gets audience hold that keeps to 
bow off with ballet tricks, rhumba 
routine, and back flips. Gets hearty 
mitt. 


Jayne Diganto with Adam click 
in ballroomology. Femme is decked 
out in white sequined gown that is 
split half way up front to show 
shepely gams. Male is husky lad 
with warm stage manner. Pair open 
with ballroom stint that glides 
smoothly and then quicken pace 
with upbeat tempo with both twirl- 
ing furiously. Close with boff fade 


Ravens, apparently a new quartet | that sees gal on male's shoulders as 


ts and various other vocal groups. 
y use a deep bass voice to carry 
lyrie and melody on some items, 
and a cross between a soprano and 
—, which can be driven up to @ 
alsetto that’s almost legitimate. 
With this equipment they do a good 
job, the deep-down bass voice often 
grawing giggles. hey work on 
For You,” “Sentimental Reasons” 
and “Ol Man River” and could have 
ione more. This crowd went for 
them plenty. 
Dusty Fletcher does almost the 
same act he’s been doing for years— 
t the Apollo, N. Y., Howzrd, Wash- 
mgton, D. C., ete. It’s a drunk bit 
and in it’s lines one can easily dis- 
fern the origin of the “Richard” 
a. He oesn’t do the tune 
elodically until the finale with 
alleway. He gets good reaction 
here. But, it’s not entirely on the 
basis of his connection with “Rich- 
ard” although that’s the sole reason 
for the booking. Act can stand on 
its own in eny house that can use 
its type of comedy. Wood. 


@Otympia, Miami 


Miami, April 4. 
Ray English, Rigoletto Bros. & 
Aimee Sisters, 4 Evans, Walter Wal- 
rs, Jr.. Les Rhode House Orch; 
It’s a Wenderful Life’ (RKO). 


Brief ‘ayout current features 
—— vaude turns which add up 
© satisfying fare, though none is 
outstanding. 

Ray English toplines with his 
comedantics. Stuff includes falls, 
mimicry, panto and stories for a 
pociange that earns a good share of 
aughs and reaction. 

Evans family teeoff proceedin 
with their contrasts in dance, old 
and new. Routining is neatly de- 
vised to show talents of boy and 
git, with the oldSters coming in for 

ealthy palmwhacks in their se- 

uence. Quartet combine for a sock 
nish that gets the house. 


f boys, do a switch on the Ink 
$e0 





Mixture of hokum: and corn adds 


p to good reception for the Rigo- 
ettes and Aimee sisters. 


its at the aud, with femmes turn- 
in a neat assist job. Top stint 
with a musical boxing bit that is 
novel and an applause getter. 
Ventro work of Walter Walters, 
jr., goes _—- Utilizes two dum- 
mies ‘or double-voice throwing that 
makes for solid reaction. Les Rhode 
and house orch background show 
neatly. Biz good. Lary. 


Circle, Indplis. 
Indianapolis, April 5. 
Tex Beneke & Glenn Miller Orch 
ith Garry Stevens, Mello-Larks: 
Marshall Bros., Helene & Howard; 
Affairs of Geraldine” (Rep). 





The band’s the thin 


the Circle, where the Bencke-Miller 


he twists with increasing speed. Duo 
spot material wisely for good re- 
turns. 

Lou Breese points up own and 
band’s talents as he solos on trumpet 
and then outfit chimes in for sock 
rendition of “Come Back to Sor- 
rento.” 


Pianist Rolly Rolls tees off with 
serious “Rachmaninoff Prelude” that 
breaks off midway into farce with 
picking keys off board and finishing 
with sticks pounding, out melody 
that puts audience in high spirits. 
Comes back to group Chopin melo- 
dies from pic “A Song to Remem- 
ber.” Closes with take-offs on vari- 
ous types of pianists’ including 
sophisticated, disdainful performer 
with accompanying facial expres- 
sions. Sneaks in a short boogie beat 
for a beg off. 


Nostalgia rides high in Georgie 
Price’s contrib, with lad, recalling 
Gus Edward days that saw stage 
birth of Cantor, Jolson and Jessel. 
Latter three prove basis of Price’s 
performance as he duplicates their 
voices, and manners with masterful 
touch with Jolson takeoff proving 
best of lot. Trys to close with Rich- 
man mime but is called back for 
more. Gets off with doing straight 
of “Breezin’ Along With the Breeze” 
that has maestro Breese chiming in 
with horn. Material wore well 10 
years ago and is still socko with 














audience. A solid hit. 


Apolie, N. Y. 





Males 
threw all the comedy angled magico 


this week at 


Erskine Hawkins Orch (18) with 
| Ace Harris, Jimmy Mitchell, Laura 
| Washington; Harris & Scott, Bledger’s 
| Afro allet Dancers (6), Spider 
Bruce, Johnny Vigal & Vivian 
|Harris, Jim Wong Troupe (4); 
“Secret of the Whistler” (Col). 





Eskine Hawkins band is the main 
'event on the current bill at the 
| Apollo, N. Y., and consequently the 
|joint is jumping~- again. Hawkins’ 
|previous appearances at the sepia 
vauder had kept the turnstiles whirl- 
ing and judging from opening day 
attendance, despite being Good Fri- 
day, looks like he’s as popular as 
ever here. 


Band, comprising four rhythm, five 
reed and eight brass, including Haw- 
kins’ trumpet, grab the major por- 
tion of the 60-minute show and the 
audience loves it. Teeing off with an 
unidentified sizzler and following 
through with “Kilroy” and other 
| jump tunes, it tops everything with 
“Hawk's Boogie” for a sock finish. 
Ace Harris, pianist, gets spotlight- 
ing on the latter with Hawkins add- 
ing a torrid trumpet interlude. 
| Jimmy Mitchell, bary and Laura 
Washington, sultry songstress, han- 
dle the vocals neatly. 

Three other acts and trio of house 
comics are sandwiched between 
| band numbers to round out a well- 
| balanced layout. Harris & Scott, 





outfit is getting another fine recep-/| male duo, click for comedy both on 
tion. Reversing recent tendency to) gab and eccentric hoofing. Bledger’s 


push music inte the background 
while acts take over bulk of show, 
Beneke and the band furnish 80% of 
the show. The gnly extra acts, Mar- 
shall Bros. and Helene & Howard, are 
help‘ul in their turns. 

The old Miller arrangements in 

yhich the orch ializes still sound 
ale and up-to-date. Perennials like 


| Afro Ballet Dancers, two gals and 
| three men, give out neatly with folk 
/and tribal dances to appreciative re- 
| sponse. Spider Bruce, Johnny Vigal 
& Vivian Harris keep ’em happy 
| with their burley- skit, more 
sapolioed than ugual, but still good 
,for howls. Jim Wong Troupe, Chi- 
nese gymnasts, score wiih their 


“Tuxedo Junction,” “Inthe Mood” | Oriental acro and balancing a. 


and “Meadowland” are getting as big 


State, N. Y¥. 
Mick Rooney with Marvelettes 
(6), Wii Mastin Trio, Canfield 


Smith, Jane Harvey, Abigail & 
Buddy, Louis Basil’s House Orch; 
“The Mighty McGurk” (M-G), Te- 
viewed in Variety, Nov. 20, °46.° 





Here is a stage bill highly geared 
for youngsters, with Mickey Rooney 
the special boxoffice lure. Layout is 
a Rooney package at $12,500 plus 
50% over a $42,000 gross, and if 
there’s a void in the playing for 
adult consumption, it at least has 
its measure of adolescent compen- 
sation in this week of the Easter 
school holiday. 

For the kids Rooney can do al- 
most anything and get away with 
it. For adults he’s not contributing 
as mightily as he should. He’s in 
and out with the other acts, does a 
little offkey warbling, has some bits 


with a couple of the acts and 
generally indicates a casualness 


that goes with his long years in 
pictures. But at the kind of money 
he’s getting, Rooney should be do- 
ing more. To some extent his im- 
personations of showbiz notables are 
facesavers, especially his climactic 
takeoff on Vaughn Monroe. Other- 
wise, Rooney gets by on personali- 
ty; and fortunately for him in this 
week of school’s out, personality 
seems plenty good enough. 

The rest of the bill comprises 
Jane Harvey, singer; the Marvel- 
lettes, sextet of girl acrobats; Mas- 
tin Trio, colored hoofers; Canfield 
Smith, ventriloquist. Abigail and 
Buddy, hillbilly singers. It’s a spotty 
supporting setup that has a couple 
of entertainin acts early in the 
show, while the closing portion is 
distinctly weak. 

The Marvelettes open, and while 
their varied stuff is standard, they’re 
fast and have enough stunts with 
which to get over, astin Trio has 
the slightest of the threesome the 
pacer with some nifty taps and acro- 
batic dancing. Smith gets plenty of 
guffaws with the wooden dummy. 

Miss Harvey's vocaling is disap- 
pointing with poor phrasing and an 
exaggerated lyricizing that’s partic- 
ulerly evident in her handling of 
“Glocca Morra.” And that business 
of keeping her hands behind her 
back throughout doesn’t enhance her 
personality.: Miss Harvey is okay 
visually, but she’s here to sing. 

Abigail and Buddy's hillbilly-type 
instrumental-singing .ct has _ no 
business being so close to closing. 
They’re another disappointment. 

Kahn. 


Oriental, Chi 


Chicago, April 3. 
Vaughn Monroe: Orch (23) with 
Ziggy Talent, Moonmaids (5), Betty 
Norton, Frank Fontaine; John Mack, 
Craddocks (3); “Mr. District t- 
torney” (Col). 





Top budget shows continue to pre- 
vail at Oriental with Vaughn Mon- 
ree orch and package toplining cur- 
rent stanza. With exception of three 
Craddocks, acro tezm, presentation 
is all Monroe’s. 

Large band does prime job with 
instrumentation of 4 trumpets, 4 
trombones, 5 sax, 4 violins and 6 
rhythm. It does only one instru- 
mental with rest of time being spent 
as accomp to Monroe package. Do 
hopped-up version of “Margie” that 
has customers tapping rhythmic 
beat. Violins add mellowness thet 
upgrades outfit markedly. Trumpet 
section occupies top roost with mel- 
low touch that gives soft feel to 
bounce tunes. Standout orch mem- 
ber is drummer Eddie Julian, who 
does nifty on skins for slick returns. 

Five Moonmaids, férming decora- 
tive vocal frame about Monroe, tee- 
off with “It’s a Lazy Day” to warm 
ss. Gals return for “It’s 

reamtime.” 

Slim, blonde, Betty Norton cuts 
fancy figure with tempo twist to 
“Rainy Night in Rio” and encores 
with “Let’s Get Married.” Gal’s 
chirping is sharp and gets good re- 
sponse. 

Jonn Mack taps out trick routine 
to “18th Century Drawing Room” to 
audience satisfaction. 

The Craddocks roll on with leap 
frog gimmick and then go _ into 
shoulder-stand with topmost mem- 
ber doing a shimmy as audience re- 
sponds. Brezk off with a face slap- 
ping bit that’s really brutal but 
audience loves it. Threesome are 
right in groove here. 

Stepping up front from sax sec- 
tion Ziggy Talent chirps zany spe- 
cials “Why Did I Teach My Girl to 
Drive” and “Vitamins” that adds up 
to click comedy. 

Frank Fontaine, mimic, does first- 
rate takeoffs on Robinson, Czry 
Grant, Boyer and Monroe's vocaliz- 
ing that registers. 


Earle, Philly 
Philadelphia, April 5. 
Bob Crosby Orch with Town 
Criers. Ray Badue, Ward Erwin, 





Easy Go” (Par). 

This session marks first Philly 
| appearance of Bob Crosby since he 
| hung up his Marine uniform, and 
show, it is sad to state, lacks zip. 

Although Crosby is engzging in 
personality and manner, emceeing 
the acts as well as fronting band, 
the show stacks up as just another 
routine affair with nothing out- 
standing enough to excite the cus- 
tomers. 





This may be due in part to the 


Dunhills, Eddie Rio; “Easy Come. | 


fact Crosby is a little on the rusty 
side from his layoff during the 
service, and, if so, then cll he has 
to do is get into the groove again 
and really go bob, bob, bobbin’ 
along with the Bobcats, as of old. 

Using Gershwin’s “Summertime” 
as opening and closing theme, the 
Crosby group give out with “Sioux 
City Sue” and “Girl That I Marry,” 
with maestro assisting on the vocal 
end, Putting vigor into the bill are 
Ray Badue zt the drums and Ward 
Erwin at the bass, for a snappy ver- 
sion of “Big Noise From Winnetka.” 

The Dunhills offer a tap routine, 
and Eddie Rio, a personable chap 
with a good comedy delivery, con- 
tribs gags, comic impersonations, 
and a series of dance sztires on a 
buck private, a corporal, a top ser- 
geant, a second lieutenant, and a 
hungry-for-dames sailor. 
| The Town Criers, two guys and 
|}two good-looking gals, harmonize 
|with Crosby on “The Girl That I 
| Marry,” znd run through their own 
series of “By the Sea,” “Buttermilk 
Sky,” “South America, Take It 
Away,” and “Open the Door, Rich- 
ard.” 

Finale act has entire company do- 
ing takeoffs on radio’s singing com- 
mercials, funny in spots, but on the 
whole more tiresome than entertain- 
ing, as this sort of thing is getting 
kind of stale. Biz fair when caught 
jTainy Saturday (5) afternoon. 

Shal. 





RKO, Boston 
Boston, April 4. 
Carmen Cavallaro Orch, Whitson 
Bros., Jack & Marylyn Nagle, Ross 
Wyse with Peggy Womack; “Millie’s 
Daughter” (Col). 








Carmen Cavallaro band, never 
flashy, turns out some distinguished 
stuff nicely scored and finely done. 
The band clicks all the way and 
makes for a smart session. Cus- 
tomers like it fine, only there 
weren’t any too many of them at 
opener, day before Good Friday. 

Band begins with “Lullaby of 
Broadway,” a nice tune well dis- 
played with strings and muted 
brass. Does, among other things, 
“Oh But I Do” to warm up the 
customers a bit, and late in the show 
Cavallaro does a few piano special- 
ties like “Warsaw Concerto” and 
“Anitra’s Boogie.” Mike, well-placed 
in the instrument, gives it additional 
brilliance against the rich scoring 
for the band. 

Vocals are by Leslie Long, a 
looker, who warbles “Good Day,” 
“Glocca Morra” and “Italian Street 
Song.” the last named n.s.h. “Black 
Magic,” “Guilty” and “Anniversary 
Song” are neatly handled by Bob 
Allen. Specialties, nicely spotted, 
are Whitson brothers in acrobatics 
plus chatter, Jack and Marilyn 
Nagle in a nice tapperoo whose ef- 
fect is somewhat diminished by the 
none too big impression they make 
with a song for an opener, and Ross 


Wyse, still manhandling Peggy 
Womack to wow the audience. Had 
to beg off. Elie. 








British Pix Bally 


Continued from page 1 


production and distribution organi- 
zation, Towers of London, Ltd., he 
has completed transmission arrange- 
ments for a British drama series 
titled “London Playhouse.” This 
series of 52 half-hour transcribed 
programs features outstanding Brit- 
ish stars in half-hour adaptations of 
famous British films of the past and 
present. Such artists as Anna Nea- 
gle, Patricia Roc, James Mason, 
Margaret Lockwood, John 
have recorded shows, and many 
other top film stars will follow. 

Transmission arrangements in Can- 
ada have been made through Towers 
of London in Toronto and their Ca- 
nadian associate, John Adaskin. A 
well known Canadian advertiser is 
the sponsor, and the program opens 
transmission from 32 individual sta- 
tions this month. 

In Australia, the 2.U.E. Sydney 
net work will carry the program at 
a peak hour from all their principal 
stations and transmission is skedded 
to begin in two months’ time. Ar- 
rangements are also being com- 
pleted for the shows to be broadcast 
in various other territories. 

“London Playhouse” is an open 
|end transcription, and although at 
| the moment is not skedded for do- 
mestic transmission in Britain, 34 
| British Forces stations in various 
parts of the world, including Ger- 
many, Italy, the Middle East, Ceylon 
and Japan, will be receiving the 
program under a deal completed 
with the War Office. 

Towers has extensive plans for 
further program series and is cur- 
rently supplying programs not only 





} 


to Europe in French and other 
languages. 

Towers expects to be over in 
America some time this summer. on 
his way to Australia, where he is 
forming a marketing company simi- 
lar to those he has established in 
| Paris, Johannesburg and Toronto. 





- 


Mills | 


to the British Dominions, but also | 


GLORIA KING 
Songs 

7 Mins. 

Rio Cabana, N. Y. 


Gloria King, who has had small 
‘bits in films before her current east- 
ern trip, impresses as an okzy Singer 
sufficient to hold her own on a cafe 
floor. Voice is well groomed and 
personality frequently registers but 
not sufficiently to catapult her into 
top brackets. 

Looks and garb are good, but she 
needs a more sapient song selection 
|and further polish on the fine points 
|of the game. One major fault is the 
| building of her routine to point up 
|““Re Bop” which has long pzssed its 
|} popularity peak, but one that she 
| felt she must reprise inasmuch ag 
she did a bit of it in Goldwyn’s 
|*Best Years of Our Lives.” If made 
a minor part of her routine she 
would fare better, Jose. 





JOHNNY CONRAD & CO. (6) 
Dancer 

8 Mins. 

Kitty Davis’, Miami Beach 


One of the better tapologists to 
have hit town this season, Johnny 
Conrad impresses with his graceful 
approach to imaginative ballet-tap 
routinings. His tap terps are clearly 
defined and set the palm whacks 
} coming Some gasp-bringing leaps 
and spins go for bigtimey effect. 

Making first nitery appearance, 
the good looking lad is accompanied 
by a line of gals (5) and male singer, 
He shows aptitude for teaming with 
gal partner, if necessary, although 
the member of line used was not 
too light. It is in the solo end that 
Conrad really. socks. Looks ready 
for any class medium. Lary. 


ROMONA LANG 
Dance 
6 Mins. 
Rio Cabana, N. Y. 


Romona Lang, personzble tapsier, 
has a set of fetching tap turns that 
nets sizable applause. She shows a 
good choice of music and has appro- 
priate routines to match. 

However, she could tighten .her 
stint to highlight mid-routine mit- 
tings and point up her excellent 
spins. 

Can fill the dance spots in family 
vauders and the less plush cafes. 

Jose. 
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Selznick Scoffs 


Continued from page 3} =e 





deal has been indicated as in the 
making. Korda rep said yesterday, 
however, that another distribution 
arrangement was being set which 
did not involve Selznick. 


There are no negotiations with 
Hal Roach for release by SRO of his 
streamlined comedies, Selznick 
spokesman said on authorization of 
the producer. He stated that SRO 
was aiming only to handle six or 
eight outside films a year and it 
wasn't felt that the 50-55 minute 
feztures made by Roach would be 
suitable for Selznick type of dis- 
tribution. 

As fer negotiations on selling out 
Selznick’s indie interests, it is under- 
stood that entailed was an estimate 
of the residual income from “Since 
You Went Away,” “I'll Be Seeing 
You” and “Spellbound,” with esti- 
mates also to be made of what might 
be expected from “Duel in the Sun” 
and “The Paradine Case.” On the 
basis of these estimates, amount of 
payment to Selznick would have 
been determined. 

Selznick is currently in New York, 
since “Portrait of Jennie” is being 
shot there. Work is expected to be 
finished in several weeks, at which 
time he'll return to the Coast. 














Salzburg Festival 2 


Continued from page 2 =< 
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element's unalterably opposed to any 
; move which would lighten their 
\right to censor and control at all 
| Austrian borders. Other three pow- 
‘ers won't act unilaterally in such 
matters. sa 

List of conductors for this year’s 
|Festival concert is to include Sit 
| Thomas Beecham, Erich Kleiber, Sit 
| Adrian Boult, Josef Krips, and may- 
'be Stokowski or Bruno Walter, man- 
| agement's announced. Soloists not 
yet listed but hoped to be of higher 
| quality than previously. On the 
|dramatic side Salzburg in August 
|will present traditional revivals of 
|“Everyman” and “Servant of Two 
|Masters” under general direction of 
|Helene Thimig (Mrs. Max Rein- 
|hardt), and operatic productions of 
|Mozart’s “Cosi fan Tutie” and “Den 
Giovanni” with Vienna Opera and 
Vienna Philharmonic joining with 
| local Salzburg talent. 
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/ SHORT SUMMER LINEUP ON B’WAY 


usors Eligible As Equity Seniors FEW PREMIERES 








a 





Honor Toni Perry Posthumously At 
First Annual N. Y. Awards Dinner 





After 30 Weeks Work, Down From50 QW rH IIE 


Qualifications of juniors to be 





vv 





# First of what is to be annual din- 


eligible to senior membership in ‘Oklah i H ° | Two Broadway clicks that oe | H ] M k ’ 0 ner, show and cotations, in memory 
Equity will be modified, and instead oma: egira fessly would be able to play into | eien enkKen $ P ee righ 4 wen nee at the 

; ; ” é saa ame : next season, will definitely withdraw a ws Pt. : aldorf-Astoria, Sunday (6) eve- 
of them being required to appear Lineup of celebs heading for Lon- befees the start of the eumener Actress Helen Menken is at the |ning under the auspices of the 
professionally for 50 weeks, they | don in May for the preem of “Okla-| «jo, of Lorraine” closing in a{Manhatitan Eye and Ear hospital, American Theatre Wing, overall 
miy qualify after playing 30 weeks. | homa!” at the Drury Lane now im-/| month and “O Mistress Mine” ring-|N. Y resting after an operation to | Wartime theatrical organization, of 
That is the recommendation of a | cludes Howard Reinheimer, Rodgers ing down May 31. Before that date | relieve an ear infection. It’s the | Which she was the guiding spirit. 
committee which = ated a & Hammerstein s attorney, big there will be a number of closings, | third time the star has been hos-| Theme song fer the evening was 
a sine ene euhaentinad tek. raul - pone Egptcige nd mye panei with few replacements, according to j pitalized since last June. Surgery | Irving Berlin’s “I Lost My Heart at 


which adopted it 
However, it will 


to the council, 
without change. 
be necessary to amend Equity’s con- 


ship still applies. It is quite possible 
for juniors to have belonged to the 


indications. Not 


seem 


there 
spring 
premieres but showmen are hardly 
optimistic on the summer for the 


only does 


Whyte, Guild’s musicals supervisor. to be a paucity of 


Theresa Helburn, other Guild direc- 
tor, won't go over, nor will authors 








was expected to be a sure thing, 
and it may yet turn out to be a bell- 





association for & much longer period 
before attaining the 50-week mark, 


ringer after being greeted with dis- 
appointing notices after Boston went 


ANTA Approval 


was required last week to correct a 
nerve condition that accompanied 
the second operattfon. 


Puccini Music 


When it was announced last week 





the Stage Door Canteen.” The Can- 
teens were organized by the Wing in 
New York and other cities and were 





' | eS : wore hailed by men in uniform all ever 
stitution before the revised regula- | Richard Rodgers or Oscar Hammer-| nain stem. | RO ~geownieee 2 >. ~ the world. The song was.a standout 
_ tion for eligibility actually becomes | stein II. ICO NE EE 1A rte: in “This Is the Army.” 
effective. Before the amendment Latter, with Whyte, who will re-| joc ; ‘ ood Pe dion | convalescence. , 
goes onto the books a referendum | ;,.., pronto. are getting to work on ess inde anne. 4 gozen ere | ——— | On the stage was the backdrop 
may be necessary — © z “ 95 on the current list look reasonably | yvsed for Stage Door Canteen radio 
ay : , their next musical, “Allegro. | sure of playing through vacation | programs, which fetted the Wing 
Juniors who happen to land rs & time, with not more that eight more | Hea Protests considerable funds througheut the 
Jong-run show soon after jorming | figured to have a chance to stick. | VY iwar. Tickets for the affair were 
Equity will not be permitted to step : |Only a few of those expected to $7.50, and attendance was excellent 
up to senior classification, which xperimenta ; survive the summer are among the more than 1,000 occupying tables, 
has eg oe - psi 08 1946-47 product. On J S Use (f but the Wing was satisfied to break 
por Seihene pte tes of po er ° Outstanding are the musicals —T even. The Antoinette Perry awards 
be in good standing for at least two Theatre Wins “Finian’s Rainbow” and “Briga- were in the form: of sterling silver 
years after being elected to member- doon.” “Barefoot Boy With Cheek” compacts for the femme “winners” 


and solid gold meney clips for the 
men. They were named “Tonys” by 
Brock Pemberton, chairman of the 
,;committee, with whom Miss Perry 


for which reason it was deemed that é all out for the new tuner. “Annie | that Milton Shubest, nephew of Lee was associated in stage preduction. 

the lesser number of appearance- At a meeting of the American Get Your Gun” still is top grosser | and J. J. Shubert. had secured the There were no “firsts” or “bests” 

weeks to be more equitable. National Theatre and Academy Mon- ~— ges = span by cg ot Rags rights for operetta purposes to the | in the selections, choices being 
Jot all juniors want.to become ot mer. ahoma” should roll past dee __|for “outstanding contribution to the 
Not all juniors day (6) activity of Experimental grand opera musie of Giacomo Pue- 


seniors. Despite eriticism by fellow 
players, they figure that by not ap- 








its fifth summer and the chances for | 


Theatre was endorsed for next sea- | “Carousel,” 


which just completed its 


























| cini from the U. S. Alien Property 








theatre” during the season of 1946- 
47. Following the dinner 


the show 
. soar or Pe : “e%.7 } . 
plying for senior rating, they there- | 80M. ET completes iis five-play sched- gag eee Raga ae ag git Le ustodian, there was considerable was interrupted so that the citations 
by avoid being solicited to sign pe- | ule with “Virginia Reel” Sunday |. ‘ ’ as : > | furot in musical circles and on could be broadcast, that part of the 
ry . |its second year, should turn the| Broadway. Such a deal was pos-| program going the ; f 15 
titions and also can remain aloof | (1g) It is figured that the experi- ' ‘ : ae Roe | Bros ae S pos- | progré going on e air for I 
' trick easily and “Sweethearts” has a | cjble becaus } ac “eaty ‘ e starts 5} : 
from controversial issues, since they . - b “| sible because the peace treaty be-| minutes starting at midnight, over 
do net vote. Juniors are often mental showings will be around | good chance, too. Street Scene” | tween U. S. and Italy has not been) WMCA locally and the Mutual net- 
proselyted into signing petitions, but $6,000 in the red, which is supposed wrens make the summer grade but | ratified. Operas involved are “La | work. While Meyer Davis’ orches- 
such names are stricken out when |to be paid by the presenters. nee Soldier o doubtfull. Boheme,” “Mme. Butterfly,” “The tra backgrounded with the Canteen 
their classification is detected by | Theatre, Ine., which sponsored the worn ==Yesterday’ ~ heads the |Gii of the Golden West" and (Continued on page * 
checkup pearerty Wanh Building” straight-play group that looks cer- | “Tosca. eae: Rare 9s 
Beet play (“The Wanhope a ing”), tain to go past the ns with In some quarters, however, it was 
paid off about $1,200 of its .loss, thee - he marae 4 ay pointed out that the music of Ed- Up to 7 B’ way a 
D lla F P4 Gua t whereas the statement showed the | Y0nn Loves Mary, “Happy Birth-| yard Grieg was adapted for “The | 
alias Fair rantees try cost nearly $2,000 more than its | day” and “Years Ago” rated having | Song of Norway” (now touring and § P ibl f Da 
: $175,000 for ‘Annie’ share of the subscription money. von cr goa ears a in London) without any repercus- Cen 1 OSSIDIE or tes 
Theatre contends that some of the} W5Ue “Life With Father” will coast | sions. Also that the works of other ' L d ? 
’ : ; : . >w rur . 
e N 10 i be items charged against it should be nie June i "incl a | foreign composers were used in| n on ons West End 
Boo allocated among all presenters, as er possibilities inciude y | modified form, such as Bizet’s “Car- | > Sie el ed a 
. rae king cx cloner the same accessories were used for | $0ns,” “Burlesque,” “The Voice of | men,” adapted into “Carmen desea” a ee pe bamrssgr mete eo bes 
: Preliminary arrangements for the the four other shows. Loss attend- |The Turtle” and “Another Part of | ang Gilbert and Sullivan's score in | , atl gh Nigra Bg 
road edition of “Annie Get Your | ant to two other plays is said to have |The Forest.”| “Love For Love,”| “Hot Mikado,” plus other musicals} scvordey ween eg seer Is 
‘ : ti vs 0 do, s other musicals 
1 Gun,” which will be the stage fea-|peen $300 or less each. which will follow the capacity-|}..eq on their ‘ cminatena all with. | | | Sonetnes vo high optimism by 
mat pe : : vadway showmen concernec 
Matting Oct, 4 have been virtually | Vinton Freedley was re-elected | Fine» may be present, if not the | Cut,Protest. However, as dne music| ‘They state that Britishers have 
0 Se sj st « ; ’ criti . creat - : Ai 7 
t completed. Mary Martin, currently taco po cog bneanggerte latter play repeating after “Love.” | i.) Poste: Tag Ph tone potbene- a spe poy of money with little to spend 
) appearing in “Pacific 1860” (closing president Helen Hayes ‘is second A better outlook may develop this} own. No other composer has done | phe Rowse 0 on on gers -_, eae 
: this week) at the Drury Lane, Lon-|\ic¢ prez, while Gilbert Miller and | Side of Memorial Day but only one | what Puccini has done to this form,” | semana ote ae ee ee oe at- 
. don, where the British production Of | Ro.amond Gilder are again treasurer | "€W musical is slated by that date, | which indicates how the Italian’s| 1 oct Jepit “ - a oe 
e “Annie,” with two American leads, | 5,4 secretary respectively, G. Law- although the skating show, “Icetime,” | work is prized. ost legit shows are spotted. 
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Ballet Impresarios Find Big Dents — 
In Boxoffice Receipts for 1946-47 





With the ballet season in N. Y.? 


and on the road almost over (except 
for Ballet Theatre’s N. Y. booking 
late this month), impresarios are 
taking stock—and finding big dents 
in their boxoffice receipts. 


Two major companies have just 
completed spring seasons in N. Y. 
Where the Ballet Russe de Monte 
Carlo, in its six-week season last 
year at the City Center, averaged 
$24,000 receipts a week, this year it 
averaged $18,000. (Capacity is $31,- 
000 weekly, for eight performances 
at a $2.40 top.) 


The Original Ballet Russe, which 
last season did three weeks at the 
Met, this spring played only nine 
days, 12 performances. At a $4.80 
top ($6 opening night), company 
grossed about: $50,000, well under 
last season’s average. Company 
didn’t sell out on weekends, as it 
did last year. The Ballet Theatre, 
on the other hand, coming into the 
City Center April 28-May 18 at a 
$2.40 top for the first time, after 
years at the Met or the Broadway 
at $4.80 tops, may do business. 


Both Ballet Russe and Original 
Ballet Russe just about broke even 
in N. Y. They did the same this 
season on the road. Generally 
speaking, the two troupes did 25% 
less business on tour this season than 
last. The Ballet Theatre has lost 
heavily this year, in its fall N. Y. 
season and since on the road, it be- 
ing estimated that losses for the 
season will run to $250,000. 


Company had to cancel a booking 
in Galveston because of the very 
small advance — something unheard 
of in ballet circles. It also had an 
extra week’s layoff on the road— 
also unprecedented—for which it 
had to pay its troupe. Company met 
with good houses only in Los An- 
geles, San Francisco and Chicago. 


One of the three companies has 
already asked its soloists to take a 
20% cut in salaries for next season. 


Noticeable this year, in addition 
to biz slump, have been two other 
features — a definite tendency to 
smaller size companies, and a down- 
ward trend in new productions. 
Where the major troupes formerly 
contzined 50 dancers, this season 
they averaged 36. This was an obvi- 
ous move to cut expenses. It pared 
the troupes down to a minimum, 
however, causing embarrassment 
when illnesses, etc., meant hurried 
replacements. 


None of the three companies, un- 
like previous seasons, invested sub- 
stantial monies in productions this 
season. Ballet Russe put on two 
new ballets, “Madronos” and “Vir- 
ginia Sampler,” but these were small 
in expense, in cast, scenery or cos- 
‘tumes. Original Ballet Risse’ put 
on a three-character “Pas De Trois” 
and revived “Pictures at an Exhibi- 
tion.” Its “Camille” was paid for 
by ‘Ballet Associates of America. 
Ballet Theatre staged the three- 
character “Facsimile” and restaged 
“Giselle,” this last costing a bit. It 
also brought over “Les Patineurs” 
from its London stay. 9 

In other seasons, however, the 
companies put on large ballets cost- 
ing $45,000 each to produce. 

Despite disappointing biz, -how- 
ever, it looks like there will be three 
major companies touring again next 
seeson. 


MEMPHIS AL FRESCO 
LINES UP SEASON 


Memphis, April 8. 
Memphis Open Air Theatre has 





‘CONSPIRACY’ CHARGED 
IN SEGREGATION SUIT 


Washington, April 8. 

The trial to test the National the- 
atre’s right to bar Negro patrons is 
expected to wind up tomorrow (9). 
Case opened a week ago, and after 
an all-day session jumped to yester- 
day (7), when the theatre put on its 
defense case. Suit actually involves 
efforts by seven persons to get re- 
funds on tickets they purchased and 
turned over to Negroes who were 
refused admission. 


Counsel for the National argued 
that those seeking refunds sought to 
“force upon the theatre the admis- 
sion of Negroes.” He added that 
the purchasers entered into a “con- 
spiracy to restrain the trade of the 
National theatre,” and said that 
when the tickets were bought the 
purchasers knew that the Negroes 
would be turned away from the 
door. 


Jersey Summer Setup 
Waits on Park Ruling 


Philadelphia, April 8. 

Approval of a 10-week summer 
program of dramatic and musical 
productions at King’s Run Dell, in 
suburban Haddon Heights, N. J., is 
pending a ruling. by the solicitor of 
the Camden County Park Commis- 
sion on the legality of expending 
park funds for such entertainment 
and recreation. 


The commission’s decision, which 
delayed further action until the 
ruling is made, was taken after 
Frank §S. Helms, chairman of the 
project committee, noted the com- 
mission had funds earmarked for 
maintenance and construction, but 
none for this type of recreational 
functions. 








OK 24G for ‘Colony’ Site 
Raleigh, N. C., April 8. 

A $24,000 appropriation for the 
Roanoke Island Historical Assn., to 
be used to improve the site of the 
annual historical drama, “The Lost 
Colony,” found clear sailing before 
the House Appropriations Commit- 
tee of the North Carolina General 
Assembly. 





Pitt Gal in ‘Musketeers’ 
Pittsburgh, April 8. 

Civic Light Opera Co. will give a 
local gal a break for the first time 
this -season when Mary Martha 
Briney, Pittsburgh opera and radio- 
ite, sings the femme lead in al fres- 
co production of “The Three Mus- 
keteers” week of July 21. 

This show replaces “Rose Marie,” 
for which the rights couldn't be 
cleared. Season opens June 2 with 
“Desert Song.” sl 





E. J. Tait on First Leg 
Of Australian Return 


E. J. Tait, head of Williamson 
Theatres, Australian legit chain, is 
leaving N,. Y. by plane tonight 
(Wed.) for the Coast, accompanied 


“| by his N. Y. rep, Dorothy Stewart. 


Septuagenarian showman has been 
seriously ill since his arrival from 
London two weeks ago, and will 
take off for home from the Coast 
April 18. 


Miss Stewart's trip will also in- 
clude search for an actress to play 





lined up some 20-odd principals and 
@ revamped production staff for its 


eight-week 10th anniversay jubilee | preem in Melbourne end of June. 


season of summer operettas starting 
June 30 in Overton Park. 


Annie in Williamson's production of 
“Annie Get Your Gun,” due to 


| Webb Tilton, baritone who will play 


| 
| 


the male lead in the show, and Car! 


Victor Morley, returning as pro- | Randall, who will stage it, are leav- 
ducer and libretto director, will have ing N. Y. for Aussie today by -boat. 


John Kelly as stage director. 


Al | Tilton has sung leads in several 


Evans is to be musical director and | Shubert operettas out of town but 
conductor, with Richard Valenti as | hasn't appeared in N. Y. 


assistant musical director. Car] Ran- | 


dal! takes over as dance director. 


Talent roster includes Mack Har- | 


Tell,: Frances Greer, Marita Farrell ihe left 


and John-Gurney, all of the Metro- 
politan; Edward Roecker, Rosemarie 
Brancato, Charles Yearsley, Mar- 
garet Spencer, Frances Watkins. Lee 
Dixon, Violet: Carlson, Evelyn 
Wyckoff, Billy Sully, John Cherry, 
Kent Williams, Elizabeth Houston, 
Charles Hamilton, A, J. Herbert, 
Davis Cunningham, Romolo de 
Spirito, Ear] Covert, Eric Brother- 





gon, Helen Lemay, Pox<alind Nasel, | 


and Gene’ Roper. 


Robert Chisholm, originally slated 
to act and assist in directing on the 
Aussie “Annie.” has bowed out. But 
nevertheless for Australia 
Saturday (5) to visit his homefolks, 
planning to return in September. 


DALLAS ‘SHOW BOAT’ 
Dallas, April 8. 
Starlight operetta 10-week season 
this summer kicks off June 16 for 
two weeks with “Show Boat.” 
A $300,000 budget has been allo- 
cated for the 10 weeks. 











Toni Perry 


Continued from page 49 


tune, Pemberton, Bert Lytell and 
Jim Sauter introduced Tony re- 
cipients at the microphones. There 
were 20 awards, two more than 
originally announced. Alphabetical- 
ly they were: 

The Winnahs 


Lucinda Ballard, costume design- 
ing; Ingrid Bergman. for her per- 
formance in “Joan of Lorraine”; 
Dora Chamberlain, for “unfailing 
courtesy in the boxoffice of the Mar- 
tin Beck theatre: Agneg de Mille, 
dance direction of “Brigadoon” (she 
was out of town); Jose Ferrer, for 
his performance in “Cyrano De 
Bergerac”; David Ffolkes, designer 
of “Henry VIII” settings; Helen 
Hayes, her performance in “Happy 
Birthday”; Mr. and Mrs, Ira Katzen- 
berg, for being inveterate first 
nighters; Elia Kazan, direction of 
“All My Sons”; Michael Kidd, dance 
direction of “Finian’s Rainbow” (he 
walked with canes, feet being 
broken); Burns Mantle (former 
critic), for his annual “Ten Best 
Plays” publication; Jules J. Leven- 
thal, season’s “most prolific backer 
and producer” (his name never used 
in billing); Fredric March (who also 
recently won an “Oscar” for per- 
formance in the film, “Best Years of 
Ou® Lives”), his performance in 
“Years Ago”; P. A. McDonald, build- 
ing of production for “If the Shoe 
Fits” (which flopped); Arthur Miller, 
author of “All My Sons”; Patricia 
Neal, performance in “Another Part 
of the Forest” (her first time on 
Broadway); Vincent Sardi, Sr., for 
his restaurant, “a transient home 
and comfort station for 20 years”; 
David Wayne, performance in 
“Finian’s Rainbow” (one of Miss 
Perry’s finds); Kurt Weill, for his 
“Street Scene” score. 


Lytell emceed the show, starting 
by reading a poem by former Sgt. 
Kermit Schafer and dedicated to the 
“members of show business who 
gave their lives in World War II and 
those who are still carrying on their 
ceaseless effort to bring sunshine 
into the hearts and minds of thou- 
sands of veterans still in hospitals.” 
It read: 


CANTEEN IN HEAVEN 


We know there is a canteen up 
there— 

For gallant warriors who gave their 
share— 

Those veterans of greasepaint— 

Still going on with the shows— 

For the greatest audience of all— 

A gang of purple heart Joes. 

Greeted by the greatest Officer of 
the Day by far— 

The genial, smiling FDR! 

And the table to the left, eanteen 
angels galore— 

Wonderful guys like Kelly, Bong 
and dozens more. 

On hand always—many immortal 
names of stage and screen— 

Welcoming the lads to Heaven’s 
Canteen. 

Look! There’s Leslie Howard doing 
his bit and 

Carole Lombard, a hostess making 
a terrific hit. 

Yes, Music to satisfy each G. I. 
killer-diller— 

Who could ask for beiter—than good 
old Glenn Miller. P 

And coming in winging past heaven's 
big dipper, 

Is a gallant troupe on a Lisbon Clip- 
per. 

‘oe all about it in the press’ dead 

e 

With headlines bylined by Clapper 
and Pyle. 

= the boys are well taken care 
o — 

Of that we are certain, 

With a show that’s eternal— 

With no final curtain. 

Yes, festivities will 
merry 5 

Can’t you see who's running the 
show, 

It’s Antoinette Perry! 


‘Pvt. Lives,’ ‘Angel St.’ 
On Negro Group’s Sked 


American Negro Repertory Play- 
ers, new legit troupe set up by Na- 
tional Concert & Artists Corp. to 
tour its lecture circuit, has selected 
its first two plays, “Private Lives” 
and “Angel Street,” and will start 
its tour of the west and south in 
September. : 


Milton Wood will direct and play 
leads, supporting company to in- 
clude Jacqueline Levy, Geri Bryan, 
Richard Nolley and Sandra Jones. 
Troupe will tour all next- season, 
visiting schools, clubs, churches, ete., 
with the various sponsors selecting 
the play they want to see. Group is 
believed to be first all-Negro reper- 


be gay and 








tory troupe to do an all-season tour. 
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Clarence Derwent, Equity’s president, wrote an open letter, printeg 
the N. Y. Times Sunday (6), addressed to Marcus Heiman, operator of the 
National, Washington, D. C., asking him to eliminate audience segregation, 
He asserted that actors did not want to force the house out of legit: “Equity 
strives to keep the National theatre open, as it strives to keep every legiti. 
mate theatre from the hungry maw of the radio and movie industries, It 
endeavors to augment its audience by the inclusion of a group (Negro) 
that has a right to legitimate entertainment as undeniable as its right to 
breathe the same air of its white neighbor.” Derwent indicated that actors 
must make up their minds whether they will continue to appear there if 
the color line continues to be drawn. 

Recently Eugene O'Neill stated that hereafter none of his dramas wil} 
play Washington unless Negroes are admitted. That followed a petition 
among the players in his “The Iceman Cometh” in protest to the National 
date but the booking contracts for the house had been signed weeks before 
that time by the Theatre Guild, who produced the play. Publication of 
the protest did not affect the big business drawn by “Iceman.” 

Guild was non-committal on the National situation, although authors of 
some of its plays have thumbed down Washington because of segregation, 
At the capital the Guild has 15,000 subscribers, making the town a highly 
profitable stand for its attractions not hampered by authors’ avowals of 


boycott. Understood that the Guild had received only 60 letters objecting 
to segregation from D. C. subscribers. 





Eight out of the 10 regular candidates for Equity’s council named last 
week have never served on the control body. That is unusual. Up to now 
at least several retiring councillors have been chosen as candidates, but at 
least one among the outgoing group declined further office. Raymond 
Massey and Elliott Nugent are those renamed and are virtually certain of 
election. ; 

Recently Tom Ewell and Hugh Marlowe were appointed as replace. 
ments to the council though it was only six weeks before election. It was 
anticipated that both would be named by the nominating committee but 
neither received consideration. Neither attended the next council meet- 
ing after appointment. Ewell had a publicity assignment on meeting day 
(he’s in “John Loves Mary”), while Marlowe was rehearsing in “Laura,” 
and as that show is going out of town, he may never make it. 





“Heads or Tails,” announced last year and occasionally this season, is 
now rehearsing, dated to debut late this month on Broadway. Managerial 
setup indicates that there may be 3,000 backers, technically a record, In 
this case, however, everyone buying tickets in advance is supposed to get 
a share of the profits. “Heads” is said to be a farce, written by H. J, 
Longsfelder, former Viennese author, and Ervin Drake. 

Management asked Equity to exempt the show from guarantees be- 
cause of“‘former GIs in the cast; but no dice. Last week $3,500 was posted 
to protect salaries. Reported that the cost of “Heads” will be around 
$75,000, probably higher than the original budget, partly because of the 
long delay in getting the show on the boards. 





Investors in “Mary Had a Little,” which closed in Boston before Christ- 
mas, received checks last week which gave them a total return on their 
investment of 95%. Show is due to reopen and the backers have the 
privilege of putting up 50% of their original investment to get in on it 
again. It cost $30,000 to stage originally and is being capitalized at $15,000 
to relight. 

Al Rosen, who produced “Mary,” plans to reopen in Santa Barbara 
and tour east, but not before there’s a definite commitment on a Chicago 
theatre. Virtually the same cast, topped by Edmund Lowe and Mary 
Brian, is slated to reappear. 





“Three Indelicate Ladies” title had to be cleared, and a tentative sub- 
stitute was “Morgan’s Murders,” which has been dropped. Jessie Royce 
Landis, who is staging the melodrama for Hunt Stromberg, Jr., and Thomas 
Spengler, had suggested another title, and for its use she was to get 1% of 
the picture rights, if and when sold. Stromberg told Miss Landis that 
“Ladies” was definite but he promised her the same share of the film 
rights coin anyhow. Actress-director is keeping her suggested play title a 
secret, figuring she'll be able to use it another time. 





There is a limit of 34 standees allowed for “Joan of Lorraine,” the Ingrid 
Bergman starrer, but no matter the weather there are that number of 
hard” tickets sold for each performance. Standee admissions go on sale 
at 10 am. Last Wednesday (2), for instance, there was continuous rain, 
but there were no more “hards” for the matinee at 10:05, and by 10:30 all 
standee admissions had been gobbled up for the night performance. 





Notices and great public reception for touring “Call Me Mister” at 
Nixon, Pittsburgh, last week put a smile back on the faces of the players 
and management again. Company had gone to Smoky City a pretty glum 
bunch following Toronto engagement, where everything fell flat because 
Canadians didn’t get the typically American slant. 


Bit Players To Produce |‘THELOVE WAGON’ GETS 
Experimentally m Chi) PAPER MILL TRYOUT 








Chicago, April 8. 
Acting group composed of bit 
players, understudies and minor 
characters of three long-run legit 
shows are banding together to stage 
series of one-acters to give unknowns 
a chance at meatier roles and others 


opportunity to realize directorial 
ambitions. 


Participating at moment are three 
members each from casts of “Lute 
Song,” “Three to Make Ready” and 
“Born Yesterday.” Present setup 
includes temporary steering commit- 
tee, with two members from each 
cast participating, and Aaron Frank- 
e], assistant stage manager of “Born 
Yesterday,” serving as temporary 
chairman. 


Committee has chosen George Ber- 
nard Shaw's “Man of Destiny” for 
initial effort, and will select director 
who will cast play. Place for re- 
hearsals and play preems have not 
yet been determined. Tentative 
plans call for readings and tryout in 
theatre basements and players’ apart- 
ments. Costs will be kept at mini- 
mum, with no expenditures planned 
for sets, costuming or advertising. 
Admission to all performances will 
be free by invitation of participants 
to their companies, friends and those 
who appreciate experimental theatre. 





Starlight Theatre Opener 
Pawling, N. Y., April 8. 
Starlight theatre, owned and man- 
aged by Isobel Rose Jones, opens a 
12-week season June 24. 





First musical stock tryout this 
season is “The Love Wagon,” which 
opened at the Paper Mill Playhouse, 
Milburn, N. J., Monday (7) under 
direction of Frank Carrington, who 
has been operating the Jersey spot 
for years. Book writer was not 
credited in the billing, but the music 
is by Harriet Ware. Stock status of 
the house is maintained by Carring- 
ton, who has at least six players in 
the permanent company. 

Dorothy Sandlin, who has ap- 
peared in many stock musicals at 
Milburn, is given top billing for 
“Wagon.” House has been operating 
continuously this season but was 
dark during February. Second fea- 
ture billing in the new show is given 
Clarence Nordstrom and Davis Cun- 
ningham. 





Joe E. Brown Receives 
Son’s Posthumous Honor 
Chicago, April 8. 
Joe E. Brown, currently starring 
in Chi “Harvey,” received post- 
humous award of Defense Meda! ir 


behalf of son Capt. Don E. Brown 
on April 7 in ceremonies at City 
Hail marking Army Day Services. 

Brown's. son died 
plane crash in 1943. 


in California 
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Chi Weathers Holiday; ‘Lute Song’ Big 
$72500, ‘Make Ready’ Strong 22/46 


weetheret let MISTER? BUILDS TO 
$94,000, PITTSBURGH 


Pittsburgh, April 8. 





Legit houses here weathered last 
week with only a slight dip in biz 
despite the anticipated sloughoff for 
Holy Week. Some aid came in an 
unexpected rush at ticket windows 


during matinees by last-minute} “Call Me Mister” rang the Holy 
shoppers. “Lute Song” eame through | Week bell at the Nixon, grabbing ex- 
22.500 and for the solemn: cellent $24,000 for first half of en- 
with $ = vagement. Playing at $4.20 (includ- 
week the revue, “Three To Make ing tax) top, ‘musical got off to a 
Ready” was quite satisfactory, also | slow start but began to pick up just 
with $22,500. as soon as the unanimous ravé@ re- 


i views hit the street and was moving 
into capacity down the home stretch 
despite the proverbially worst stanza 
in show business. 

Should shoot several grand above 
that figure for the closing week since 
advance is big and word-of-mouth 


“Beggar's Holiday” opened Satur- 
day (5) at the Shubert, and “Fatal 
Weakness,” Monday (7) at the | 
Selwyn to bolster the present legit 
array to six productions. 


on 


Estimates for Last Week has been good. Furthermore, “Mis- 
“Born Yesterday,” Erlanger (6th ter” is the first musical the house 
wk) (1,334: $3.60)—No complaints has had since “Oklahoma!” nearly | 
registered with a fine $21.000. four months ago. Nixon gets Jose 
; Ferrer in “Cyrano de Bergerac” next 

“Harvey,” Harris (35th wk) week, and then “Up in Central Park” 


(1,000; $3.60)—Felt slight dip but 
still holding with healthy $15,500. 


“Lute Song,” Studebaker (11th | 
wk) (1,246; $4.20)—Making an ex- 
cellent showing with a big $22,500. | 


for a fortnight, 


Current Road Shows 





“Three To Make Ready,” Biack- (Period Covering Apr. 7-19) 
tone (8th wk) (1,358; $4.80)— “Accidentally Yours” — Curran, 
trong $22,500 in spite of serious | Frisco (7-19). 
week, | “Anna Lucasta” — Plymouth, Bost. 
| (7-19). 
| “Anna Lucasta” — Belasco, L. A. 
‘TROUBLE’ MEAGER 3G | :7:'» 
| “Barretts of Wimpole Street” — 
Aud. Des Moines (14); Omaha, 


IN TRYOUT. AT INDPLS. 


Indianapolis, April 8. 
“Trouble For Rent,” Frank Atha 
, “Blackouts of 1947” — El Capitan, 
production of comedy mystery by | Selieweed (7-19). . | Pp 
Monroe Manning, starring Estelle | Blackstone—Geary, Frisco (14-19). 
Taylor and Lyle Talbot, preemed at | PP ng A gg Roch, (8- 
i ar -i] 3- rj eager | ; ass, St. 4 - ), 
ia tae 20 a gs vave it | ,,Blessom Time”—Aud., St. Joseph 


Omaha (15). 


“Beggar's Holiday” — Shubert, Chi. 
(7-19). 


'(7); Mem. Hall, Salinas (8); Aud., 
the brush-off all around. Hutchinson (9); Arcadia, Wichita 
Plenty of advance interest re- | (10); Aud., Okla. City (11); Aud., 
ported at boxoffice in return of Little Rock (12); Coliseum, Evans- 


ville (13); Aud., Louisville (14); Cox, 
Cincy (15-19). 

“Born Yesterday”—Erlanger, Chi. 
(7-19). 
| “Call Me Mister”—Nixon, Pitt. (7- 
112); Hanna, Cleve. (14-19). 

“Cyrano de Bergerac”—Opera Hse., 
| Bost. (7-12);. Nixon, Pitt. (14-19). 
| “Dear Ruth”—American, St. Louis 
| (7-12); Nat’l., Wash. (14-19). 
——i “Hamlet” — Nat’l., Wash. (7-12); 
Playhouse, Wil. (14-15); Rajah, Read- 


“Veiee of Turtle,” April 14-16, and 
first engagement of “Bloomer Girl,” | 
week of April 21. 





Hot Musicals 


Continued from page 1 











by producers who are now eyeing 


this form of legit. The specialized, |ing (16); Lyric, Allentown (17); Me- 
low-budget tuner — that’s what is a cee (7-19) 
being sought these days, as against | “Lense” —Aud.. Hartford (15-16): 
the former type of extravaganza. Shubert. N. Haver (17-19). 
“Finian’s Rainbow” and “Briga- ean Song” — Studebaker, Chi. 
(7-19), 


doen,” the Broadway season’s out- | 
standing new musicals, will recap- 


re ; i -12); Bi re, L. A. (14-19), 
ture their investments in compara- Wiccan bis taaseeel” — Wilbur. 


tively brief periods. Latter show | Boston (7-12). 
should start registering actual profits; Met Opera Co. Opera Hse., 


after its 17th week, “Rainbow” being | Cleve. (7-12); Opera Hse., ag 4 


figured to be on the right side of the | — coe Opera Hse., 
ledger in a few more weeks. Neith- bap oh ” . 
er was costly, comparatively, to om’ — Coan, Ca, te 


produce and neither has_ special 


“Pygmalion” — Davidson, Mil. (7- | 
hame draws, their respective grosses 


12): American, St. Louis (14-19). 


“Magnificent Yankee” — Geary, | 


Monte Carlo Ballet 





| Toronto, April 8. 

| With Holy Week hurting busi- 
ness, Ballet Russe de Monte Carlo 
grossed just a fair $12,500 at the 
Royal Alexandra for seven perform- 

| ances, with baggage transportation 

| situation in the jump from the City 
Centre, New York, to Toronto occa- 

| sioning a Tuesday (1) opening in- 

| stead of a Monday night for the first 
week of the fortnight’s engagement. 
House (1,525) was scaled at a light 
$3 top. 

With exception of “Raymonda,” 
new ballets did not draw at the box- 
office and resulted in change of 
program for remainder of first we 
and the schedule for the second 
tanza; ‘but latter will be much big- 
ger and Monday night was sold 
out on standard ballets early in 
week, 


(7) 


L.A. Grosses Unhurt 
By Holy Week; Romberg 
| Draws 136 for 2 Nites 


Los Angeles, April 8. 
Holy Week ‘ailed to dent legit biz in 
town, with tills resounding 
to the clink of silver. Leading the 
| parade was Ken Murray's “Black- 
| outs of 1947.” which breezed through 


| its 250th stanza at El Capitan with 
its usual $17,000. 

Sigmund Romberg, opening on 
Good Friday for two-night stand at 


Philharmonic Auditorium, played to 
packed houses despite combination of 
Christian and Jewish holidays, draw- 


ing $13,200 for the two performances. | 


Romberg’s “Student Prince,” which 
checked into Biltmore for last three 
days, following Blackstone's stand. 
registered $7,500. Magician's stint 
earned him $6,500 for last four days 
of stay, winding up with $24,000 for 
two weeks. 

“Anna Lucasta,” which opened in- 
definite stay at Belasco Thursday, 
chalked up an even $7,000 by Satur- 
day night. Actors’ Lab, winding its 
stay at Las Palmas theatre, grossed 
$4,100 for full week of “Volpone.” 
Last four days of previous week drew 
$1,900 for $6,000 total. 


‘MARGARET’ BIG 146: 


‘MILL’ 326 IN BOSTON 


| Boston, April 8. 

| Quietest week so far in line of 
attractions but biz for both was im- 
mense considering it was Holy 
Week. The opener was “Message 
for Margaret” at the Wilbur, a show 
that caught mixed but on the whole 
favorable notices and immediately 
started to do biz on strength of 
| cast draw. “Red Mill.” of course. 
remained very big with only a slight 
drop over previous week. 

| Two came in last night (7) to put 
four shows back on the rialto. 
“Anna Lucasta” at the Plymouth 
and “Cyrano de Bergerac” at the 
Opera House, both with okay ad- 
| vances, Second named is in for one 
week only. Opening tonight (8) is 
“Everything’s On Ice,” ice musical 


Fair 12'4G in Toronto: 


| 
merrily | 


In Ist 4, 1846 





Week before Easter was not ac- 
|}companied by as much a drop in 
| Broadway attendance as the previ- 
} ous week, and there were some gross 
j} increases. Goed Friday (4) eve was 
dated the same as Passover, and 
takings dipped, while a very rainy 
Saturday didn’t help, nor did a moist 
Wednesday. 

“Barefoot Boy With Cheek” was 
not received with the cordiality ac- 
|}corded it in Boston. Notices were 
;mild. Show had a good advafce 


}and sold out the first four perform- | 


}ances. Despite upset reception, tak- 
;ings for first-half of the week ap- 
| proximated $18,500. ‘“Tenting To- 
;night” was socked by the critics. 
“Alice in Wonderland” opened Sat- 
urday (5). “The Eagle Has Two 
| Heads.” “Craig's Wife” and “Icetime” 


| finale this week. 
Estimates For Last Week 


Keys: C (Comedy), D ‘Drama), 
CD (‘(Comedy-Drama), R (Revue), 
M (Musical), O (Operetta). 

“All My Sons,” Coronet (10th 
week) (D-1,095; $4.80) Dipped to 
around $15,000, lowest figure to date: 
claimed to be on right side of ledger. 

“Annie Get Your Gun,” Imperial 
(47th week) (M-1.427: $6.60). There 
are always exceptions in slump 
periods, and Broadway's leader is 
one: over $45,000. 

“Another Part of the Forest,” Ful- 
ton (20th week) (D-968: $4.80). 
Slipped to around $12,000 and should 
be profitable at that level; 
into warm weather. 

“Barefoot Boy With Cheek,” Beck 
(Ist week) (M-1,214; $6). Out of 


town this musical was rated a sure | 


click but reviewers were anything 
but hot for it; however, $18,500 first 
four times was capacity. 
“Bathsheba,’ Barrymore (2d week) 
(CD-1,096; $4.80). Seems to be in 
doubt: but with little agency call, 
chances not so good; around $14,500, 
| however. 
| “Born Yesterday,” 
week) (C-993: $4.80) 
there are empties in gallery but 
there is little difference in gross, 
which approximates $21,000. 
“Brigadoon,” Ziegfeld (4th week) 
(M-1,626; $4.80). Sells out all per- 
formances and is slated to clean up; 


Lyceum (62d 
Sometimes 


parties most nights at full price; 
| $43,500. 

“Call Me Mister,” National (51st 
week) (R-1.104; $6). Has completed 


year’s stay and still way up in the 
money; last week was beite. $30,590. 


“Careusel,” Majestic (103d week) | 
(M-1,667; $6). Has completed two- | 
year run, and although business is 


off musical is sti operating to profit; 
went up, $26,000. 

“Eagle Has Two Heads,” Plymouth 
| (D-1,063; $4.80). 


mostly accounted for takings, which 
slipped to $13,000: “Message For 


Bway Spotty; ‘Barefoot Boy’ SRO 


slated | 


Final and fourth | 
| week (less three days): advance sale | 


with Maribel Vinson and Guy Owen. | Margaret” next attraction, 
Opens at the E. M. Loew Center, “Finian’s Rainbew,” 46th Street 


formerly the Globe _ burlesque. | (13th week) (M-1.319: $6). Has} 
| Ahead are “Three Indelicate | earned back more than half the pro- 
Ladies.” Wilbur, April 14; “Ham- | duction cost: sells out all times, with 


let.” Colenial, April 21, and Ballet | 
Russe de Monte Carlo, Opera, 
House, same night. 


standees: $42,000. 
“Happy Birthday,” Broadhurst (23d 
week) (CD-1.160; $4.80). Picked up 


Despite Wavering 


Notices; ‘Tenting’ NG 66 in Ist 5 


| to $7,500; playing Sundays now and 
| should perk during the spring. 


| “The Whole World Over,” Bilt- 
| more (2d week) (C-920: $4.20). First 
| ful week around $8.000 Claimed, 
| hardly enough, but may improve 
| this week, 

“Years Ago,” Mansfield (18th 
week) (C-1.001; $4.80)—-Holding to 
fairly good money and claimed to 
have approximated $17,000 last 
week, 

REVIVALS 

“Alice In Wonderland,” Interna- 
tional (CD-1,172: $4.80) Last at- 
traction under American Repertory 
Theatre auspices: opened Saturday 


(5) very favorable press 

“The Impertance o Being Ear- 
nest,” Royale (5th week) (C-1.025: 
$4.80)—Great business commanded 
for Oscar Wilde comedy with John 
Gielgud; up further over $26,500 
“The Chocolate Soldier,” Century 
(4th week) (M-1,712; $4.80)—Doing 
| fairly well with some aid from 
parties; dropped under $18,000. 

“Buriesque,” Belasco (15th week) 
(C-1,077; $4.80)—Still getting goodly 
business although somewhat affected 
by pre-Easter slump; claimed $18.,- 


000 approximately. 
“Lady Windermere’s Fan,” Cort 
(25th week) (C-1,064: $4.20)—Has 


announced closing after another two 
weeks; is out in front and manage- 
ment retains that advantage; $14,500. 
“Sweethearts,” Shubert (llth 
week) (M-1,382; $4.80)—Fine busi- 
| ness’ from start, and while some 
variance in business operating to 
goodly profit weekly; $27,000. 
“Craig’s Wife,” Playhouse (D-865; 
$4.80 )—Final and 9th week: around 
$7.000 and not enough: “Miracle in 
The Mountains” due late this month. 
ADDED 


Maurice Chevalier, Miller (4th 
week) ($4.80)—Good Friday saw of: 
fish business but the week's takings 
approximated $21,000. 

EXPERIMENTAL 


“Virginia Reel,” Princess—Final 
of the five experimental plays; 
written by Jehn and _ Harriet 


‘Central Park’ Paces 
Puilly With $23,500; 
‘Menagerie’ OK at 19,6 


Philadelphia, April 8. 

Philly’s two active legit heuses did 
| Weill during the traditionally adverse 
| Holy Week period although the held- 
over attractions at both geuses eased 
off somewhat from previous week's 
| figures, 
“Up in Central Park” was again 
| leager with, $23,500 fer the second 
| week of its third engagement here. 
This one is at the Shubert, where the 
musical played in Janvary, and 
the current week is the finale fer the 
'Romberg-Fields tuner. Shew has 
|shown most of its strength in last- 


4 | minute win sales. 
being close. “Brigadoon” approxi- San Carle Opera Co. — Pinney, | Estimates for Last Week | over previous week; approaching six- esl penal got okay $19.000 
mates $43,500, with “Rainbow” about | Boise (7); Aud., Pocatello (8); Aud..| “Message for Margaret,” Wilbur month mark; over $27,500. |in its second of three weeks at the 
$1,500 less, the difference arising | Ogden (9-10); Univ. Utah, Salt Lake (1,200; $3.60)—Powerful femme | “Harvey,” 48th St. (127th week) | Locust on ATS subscription. Pauline 
out of the h nae City (11-12); Aud. Denver (14-15);| draw on strength of marquee ap- | (C-920: $4.20). Laugh show will be | Lord, star, resumed in the leading 
e house capacities. | Aud., Omaha (17-19). _peal, but play proves satisfactory here when most attractions on list | role jast week after five days’ illness 
‘Brig’ Cost $154,500 | “State of the Union”—Forrest, <_< ge tocgaren plus ae — ‘have dropped out; making goodly Hecvest. canted that nl by 
—p,: ” .o. | Philly (7-19). . | erally strong notices makes iS |coin; around $16,000. | on atic a “Cw. 
4 Brigadoon” cost $154,500 bap — “State of the Union” — Erlanger, one secure here. First week did an “Ieetime,” Center (R-2,994; $2.40). ee dee by tae ee _ 
uee, has guarantee deposits of $21,- | Buff. (7-12); Royal Alex., Toronto | estimated $14,000, very big for Holy Final and 43d week: skating revue | lighted last ni ht (7th) witk “State t 
$00 for salaries and had road losses | (14-j9). Week. Final week current. | has scored another excellent record; | . £ oe wend 


of $14,000 for a total outlay of about 
$190,000, and it is supposedly netting | (7-12); 
$10,000 weekly. Disregarding the | Long Beach (15); 


guarantee money it should be in the | (19). th aaes: tieeiae 
Clear in about four months, The Fatal Weakness Selwyn, 


with : 
“pa: : | Chi. (7-19). 
Rainbow” figured to be similarly “a 


well off financially. 
“Brigadoon” grossed around $64,000 | 


Aud., Marysville 


illv (7-12). 
a 4 Glass Menagerie”—Babcock. 


: . , | Billi (7); Aud., Bismark (8);| 
when it played two weeks in Phila- | oy (9): Aud., St. Paul (10): 
delphia, but was only able to net| aud. La Crosse (11); Chateau, Eau 


That was accounted for by 


rehearsal expenses and transporta- | 15); Davidson, Mil. (16-19). 





tion Age cog operating | “The ot Cometh” — Walnut. 
red of $11,000 in Boston, where it | ie er Mill” — Shubert, Bost. 
Slowly, and lost $5,400 for a 719) 


Split week in New Haven. 

It was claim “ i en- | (14-19). 
are. aod int. “0 dhe Sere | “Three to mate Ready”—Black- 
either. “Rainbow” “Brigadoon,” | Stone, Cni. (t-'2’ ies” — - 
earned back its cae aa ae sven Wilbur Bost 
faster bert, N. Haven (10-12); , 

r than the latter duo. Current | (14-19) 

“Call Me Mister” is also said to have 
started earning actual profits very 
Quickly, too. ‘Mister’ cost about 
$170.000 to produce and about $90,- 
a" profits have been paid back 
plenty additionally in reserve. 
Yo Comparison there’s “Annie Get | 
le ur Gun,” which will take a year 
nding in May) ts get back its $330.- 


vette. Det. (7-19). 
a in Central Park” — Shubert, 
Philly (7-19); Ford's Balto. (14-19). 

“Voice of the Turtle” — Hanna, 
Cleve. (7-12); English, Indpls. (14- 
16): Mem. ‘Hall, Dayton (17-19). 

“Wizard of Oz”—Aud., Det. (7-13). 








“Student Prince”—Biltmore, L. A. | 


Aud., San Diego (14); Aud., | 


“The Glass Menagerie” — Locust, | 


Claire (12); Palace, Rockford (14- | 


“This Is the Life”—Locust, Philly | 


“Trouble for Rent”—Shubert, La-: 


“Red Mill,” Shubert (1,790; $4.20) 
—Holy Week failed to stop the biz 
, here last week, with estimated $32,- 

000. sock. 


‘Weakness’ Hit by St. L. 
| Holy Week, $15,000 


St. Louis, April 8. 

Holy Week in this highly popu- 
lated Catholic burg played havoc 
with the b.o. of one-week stand of 
| George Kelly's comedy. “The Fatal 
Weakness,” with Ina Claire, Kathryn 
| Givney and Howard St. John. Play, 
‘scaled to $3.66, wound up eight 
| performances at the American the- 
atre Saturday (5) with an estimated 





gross of $15,000. Crix praised the 
piece and the cast. f 
|" “Dear Ruth.” Norman Krasna’s 


| comedy. moved into the American 
| Sunday (6) for one week and is be- 
ing presented for the first time here 
at pop prices. The 1,700-seat house 
is scaled to $2.44 and advance has 
been heavy. 


| Shows in Rehearsal 


| «P euisiana Lady”—Hall Shelton. 
| “Heads or Tails”—-H. J. Langsfelder 


| 


| and Erwin Drake. 


Z i “ ”_Harry Clay Blaney, S.P. 
i : 2 Legiter Vacations | “Laura™- ) } J 
Boat rewagy em also — Toledo g Toledo, April 8. and Roy Steckler. ‘. ee 
’ ed a year : ; ated seuntains”— 
Ba in the red. Gees, chev it Town Hall. city’s only legit house. peng ~# es: seo 
played, made plenty however, dur- | has closed for the season. Arche i 


ng that ena 6 aad 
with-“B £ement and is repeating 


said rigadoon,” house end being 


gg be as profitable as for the 


Town Hall has been without a 
manager since mid-February. but a 
lnew manager will be named during 
j the summer. 


“The Barretts of Wimpole Street” 
Katharine Cornell. 

“4 Young Man's Fancy”—Henry 
| Adrian. 


will go up thjs week, with extra mat- 
inees, from $24,000 mark; will resume 
late in May. 

“Jean of Lorraine,” Alvin (20th 
| week) (D-1,331; $4.80). Top straight- 
| play grosser continues to limit of 
standees, and takings are actually 
over $32,700, rain or shine. 
| “Jehn Leves Mary,” Music Box 
| (9th week) (C-979: $4.80). Rather 
big for laugh show that moved from 
Booth: last week’s count approached 
| $20.000. 


ithe Union.” 


Lindsay-Crouse comedy 
| played twe sellout weeks when it 
| breemed at the Walnut last season. 
Present cast is the one headed by 
Conrad Nagel, and engagement is in- 
| definite, with five weeks indicated. 
Walnut, also dark Holy Week, re- 


|lighted jlast night with Theatre 
| Guild’s “The Iceman Cometh.” on 
ATS subscription for two weeks. 


| Both “Union” and “Iceman” started 
| with good advances, former having 
| nearly $30,000. 





_ “Life With Father,” Bijou (383d | ik 

week) (C-613: ws Getting by = 1 ¢ ’ 

around $7,000 and will probably Ic N Sellout 

perk this week, dated well into eman car 

summer. 28 500 e ° 

| “QO Mistress Mine,” Empire (48th | $. y in Washington 
week) (CD-1,082: $4.80). 


Announced 
to finale end of May: one of the fa- 
vorites that more than held their 
own: $22,000 quoted. 

“Oklahoma!” St. James (208th 
/week) (M-1,505: $4.80) Champ 
and although somewhat variable, last 
week takings improved to $23,500. 

“State of the Union,” Hudson (73d 
week) (CD-1.057: $4.80'—Also still 
| in the real money and despite some 
| variation early last week claimed 
| over $22.600. , 


“Street Scene,” Adelphi (13th 
week) (M-1.434: $6)!—Slightly ‘im- 


proved last week when takings ap- 


proximated $25,500. which should 
have netted some profit. 
“Fenting Tenight.” Booth (ist 


week) (C-712: $4.80)—First nighters 
didn't go for this new comedy and 


first five times $6,000 indicated: good | 


Sunday start this week. 


“The Voice of the Turtle,” Morosco | 


(156th week) ‘(C-939; $3.60). Dipped 


Washington. April 8. 

| In second and final week at the 
National here, Eugene O'Neill's 
“Iceman Cometh” batted near-ca- 
pacity over $28.500. 

_ Maurice Evans’ “Hamiet” moved 
in yesterday (7) for a one-week 
| Stand with advance sales practically 
a sellout. 


‘State’ 226, Balto 


Baltimore, Apri] 8. 

“State of the Union” played a sec- 
ond round at Ford's here last week 
and kept up the strong pace set in 
| first heat when subscribers to Amer- 

ican Theatre Society and Theatre 
Guild helped. 

Reached out for a_ surprising] 
| strong $22,000 in spite of Holy Week 
resistance. Currently dark, with “Up 
in Central Park” set for next week. 
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Plays on Broadway . 


Barefoot Boy With 


” 
Cheek 
George Abbott production of musical com- 
edy in two acts (six scenes) with book by 
Max Shulman, music by Sidney Lippman 
and lyrics by Sylvia Dea. Features Nancy 


Walker, Billy Redfield, Red Buttons, Ellen 
Hanley, Philip Coolidge, Billie Lou Watt, 


Shirley Van, Jack Williams, Jerry Austen, 
Tommy Farrell. Staged by producer ; set- 
tings, Jo Mielziner; dances, Richard Bars- 
tow: costumes, Alvin Holt; vocal arrange- 
ments, Hugh Martin; orchestrations, Philip 


Lang. Opened at Martin Beck, N. Y.," April 
S *@: $6 top. 








Roger Hailfellow. ....+se-ee++8 Jack Williams 
Shyster Fiscal.............----Red Buttons 
Van Varsity.......+sees ...Ben Murphy 
Charlie Convertible......--- -Loren W elch 
Freshman. ..cscccccccoccees Patrick Kingdon 
Asa Hearthrug....-..-+++e+: .Billy Redfield 
Fina Fflliikkiinnenn.....-. Benjamin Miller 
Noblesse Oblige......seee+- Billie Lou Watt 
Clothilde Pfefferkorn.....+..> Ellen Hanley 
Wetta Samovar.......cceee:: Nancy Walker 
Professor SchultzZ........+-- Philip Coolidge 
Peggy Hepp......-.seeeeee+++-- Shirley Van | 
ermit McDermott..-.-........Jerry Austen 
ee Fiveyearplan....+.+- ....Solen Burry | 
Plavwright...........++.+..- Marten Sameth 
MATtONEET 6.0 ccc cccceseccesscs se James Lane 
Muskie Pike.......--s+sessess Tommy Farrell 
First Band Member.......--- Harris Gondell 
Second Band Member.......- Nathaniel Frey 





George Abbott hasn't been ringing 
the bell for the past season or so but 
his latest collegiate musical, which 
seems to be his forte, should get 
across. 

“Barefoot Boy With Cheek” brings 
on new authors, some new, youthful 
faces, several click melodies, some 
exceptional ensemble and specialty | 
stepping. An adaptation by Max 
Shulman of his novel of the same 
title, “Barefoot Boy” is amusing, 
brizhtly costumed and plenty speedy. 

Whereas Abbott’s “Best Foot For- 
ward,” his collegiate musical clicker, 
had a mythical school, the new show’s 
locale is the University of Minnesota. 
“Forward” had the standout “Buckle 
Down, Winsocki” number, and “Boy” 
has a similar number in which nearly 
the whole company participates. It’s 





called “Star of the North Star State” 
but favorable comparison with the 
other number would be premature. 


The book satirizes campus com- 





mies, college tomatoes, the tricky 
manipulation of fraternities, football 
heroes and boogie-woogie. 


the frat. There are bits of question- 
able taste but, in general, “Boy” is 
ge” ana diverting. 

Standing out in the comedy depart- 
ment is Nancy Walker, who was in 
“Forward.” She hasn’t been funnier. 


As Yetta Samovar, she’s chief prose-} 


lyter for the college racidals. There’s 
a bit with Billy Redfield in which she 
changes a story he wrote to “party 
line” lingo that’s laughable. It leads 
into their number, “I'll Turn a Little 
Cog,” which cues into a Russian en- 
semble right in tune with the satiric 
motif, and it’s highly amusing. 

Redfield plays freshman Asa 
Hearthrug whom Yetta makes a hero. 
She’s one of three girls in the co-ed 
college*hankering to get his frat pin 
but the winner is Ellen Hanley, a 
sweet newcomer, the show’s prima 
donna. Her warbling of “I Knew I'd 
Know” tabs it the show’s hit song 
midway through act one. Miss Han- 
ley was one of hundreds auditioned 
by Abbott, and her only previous ex- 
peyience was in the chorus of “Annie 
Get Your Gun.” Her other vocal con- 
tributions are “Everything Leads 
Right Back to Love,” with Redfield, 
and “When You Are 18,” a solo. 


Redfield, who did so well in 
“Snafu,” the producer's straight pla 
hit a couple of seasons back is muc 
in evidence. He’s best in the male 
department and his “The Story of 
Carrot” lyric, is another amusing 
contribution. Red Buttons is active 
throughout, giving over strongly as a 
conniving senior snaring freshman 
suckers with coin intc the fraternity. 
He and Jerry Austen figure in “Who 
Do You Think You Are.” 

“Alice in Boogieland,” handled by 
Tommy Farrell (son of actress Glenda 
Farrell), who knows his trapdrums; 
Shirley Van, Buttons and Jack Wik 
liams, leads to a corking ensemble 
number, one of Richard Barstow’s 
best dance directions. Miss Van's 
whirling style of ee hailed 
by first nighters. After Loren Welch 
excellently baritones “After Gradua- 
tion Day,’ starting the second part, 
“There's Lots of Things You Can Do 
With Two” is warbled by Miss 
Walker, Buttons, pretty Billie Lou 
Watt, and others, cueing in a deliri- 
ous ensemble number, with the stu- 
dents garbed in eccentric collegiate 
manner, 

Specialty dances are sometimes 
worked into the ensemble numbers, 
a steppers being Leonard 

laret, June Graham, Ellen Martin 
and John Laverty. Miss Walker's 
funniest number is “Yetta’s Gonna 
Get a Man.” Philip Coolidge is a 

rofessor and is amusing at_.times. 
is monolog late in the show to the 
effect that he gets little salary doesn’t 
seem to fit, nor his sloppy makeup 
for the bit. Benjamin Miller as the 











FOR SALE 


Musical farce comedy titled “It Never 
Happened” book, lyrics and copyright 
by en Shields author of “In the 
Good Old Summer Time.” 


MRS. REN SHIELDS, c/o KIELY 
136 Third Avenue, Roselle, N. J. 











; rj it san for an 
Alpha | has teamed with Rita Hassa r 


Cholera, for instance, is the name Of | 


footballer was picked for his hulking 
physique. Solen Burry looks the part 
of the radical editor of a school sheet. 
Jimmie Lane, one of the Abbott 
alumni, is okay as a wise weet 

ee, 


Alice in Wonderland 
and 


THROUGH THE LOOKING GLASS 


Rita Hassan and American Repertory 





Theatre production of Lewis Carroll's 
stories, **Alice in Wonderland” and 
“Through the Looking Glass,’’ in two parts, 
adapted for the stage by Eva Le Gallienne 
and Florida Freibus, based on the Tenniel 
drawings Stars Miss Le Gallienne, Mar- 
garet Webster, Richard Waring, Philip 
Bourneuf and Bambi Linn; features Ray- 
mond Greenleaf, Jack Manning, Eugene 
Stuckmann; staged by Miss Le Gallienne; 
scenery designed by Robert Rowe Paddock; 
costumes, Noel Taylor; masks ¢and mari- 
onets, Remo Bufano; orchestra conducted 
by Tibor Kozma; choreography, Ruth Wile | 
ton. At International, opening April 5, ‘47; | 
$4.80 top. 
Bee. i. ob 0. 6s.s Hoe bseeededssesisy Bambi Linn 
White Rabbit.....ceeee++s William Windom 
(Julie Harris) 
MOUSE... cescqecrescccccrsessess Henry Jones 
DOGO. .ccrcsccccccccccvecceccsend John Straub 
iF . PPPTTT TEPER Angus Cairns 
Faglet epee eOeneccesseeectoced Arthur Keegan 
| Serer Terr rrr TTT rrr rrr Don Allen 
DUCK. .ccccccccccsccsceecesssees Eli Wallach 
COROPDTTIAS . 6. s cde ccotecnees Theodore Tenley 
Fish Footman......ccceeeceees Ed Woodhead 
Frog Footman. ..cccesecees Robert Rawlings 
Duchess.....sccsseccecs Raymond Greenleaf 
COUK .. 0... ccc cececesccccerseesess Don Allen 
Cheshire Cat...cecsccceeevess Donald Keyes 
March Hare...ccscoresseeesd Arthur Keegan 
Mad HAtter.......ccsescess Richard Waring 
DOrMOUsE...cccccccccccccsssseess Don Allen 
5 of Spades.....cssccvesrs Robert’ Rawlings 
JT of Spades... vcocccssesseses Donald Keyes 
Queen of Hearts. ..++.ee---eees John Becher 
King of Hearts.......+.- Eugene Stuckmann 
Knave of Hearts......s+++. Frederic Hunter 
Gryphon... ..ccccocceceseccces Jack Manning 
Mock Turtle....cccssvcccceess Angus Cairns 
B of Clubs... ccctcccccccccvcecees John Behney 
SB Of CDS. .ccccvcccccccccess Bart Henderson 
T Of CIUDB. . cee SFecccsccvsecers John Straub 
® of Clubs. .....ccccccecesess Thomas Grace 
Red Chess Queen........Margaret Webster 
Train Guard.....ccccscseccsses John Straub 
Tweedledum......-sseeeeees Robert Rawlings 
Tweedledee. ......--cecscesesed Jack Manning 
White Chess Queen.......Eva Le Gallienne 
BROOD. ccc cecccccccecseoees Theodore Tenley 
Humpty Dumpty.....-eseeeeee- Henry Jones 
White Knight........0+.--. Philip Bourneuf 





The American Repertory Theatre 


auspicious presentation of the last of 
its repertoire of 1946-47 plays in a 
production of Lewis Cerroll’s chil- 
dren’s stories, “Alice in Wonderland” 
and “Through the Looking Glass.’ 
And yet, while this is a magnificent 
production, it can hope for only a 
limited boxoffice interest because of 
the nature of its theme. It has a con- 
siderable adult interest, mainly be- 
cause of its adult type of presenta- 
tion; but, by and large, the Carroll 
stories are for the youngsters, and 
at $4.80 top it’s an unlikely lure for 
moppets. 

Everything about “Alice”—and that 
goes mainly for the titular lead, 
Bambi Linn—is ultra. And no less 
of the ultras is the staging by Eva 
Le Gallienne, who did the adaptation 
with Florida Freibus. It’s a repeat 
presentation by Miss Be Gallienne, 
who a decade and a half ago de- 
lighted her Civic Repertory audi- 
ences with this artistic novelty. 


All the characters that one must 
surely recall from his childhood read- 
ing of the Carroll stories are easily 
conjured in the unfolding of the fan- 
tasy. There are excellent perform- 
ances not only by Miss Linn, but 
also by Miss Le Gallienne as the 
White Chess Queen; Miss Webster, 
the Red Chess Queen; Bourneuf, the 
White Knight; Richard Waring, the 
Mad Hatter, and Raymond Greenleaf, 
the Duchess. 





were right. : 
over but couldn't make “Tenting To- 
night” any better than an_ in-be- 
‘tweener. 


over the phone. 








For Miss Linn it’s her most ambi- 
tious performance in her three-shov. 
Broadway career. Previously, she 
came to attention in “Oklahoma!” 
and “Carousel,” as a dancer; “Alice” 
is her first dramatic part. She has 
all the elfin qualities that one asso- 
ciates with Alice, and her wide-eyed 
charm captured the opening-night 
audience, 

There are tendencies for the show’ 
to sag in the first part, but the sec- 
ond has pace and movement. Con- 
spicuous are the masks by Bufano, 
and it was no small trick to conceive 
masks that at the same time would 
allow the performers to make them- 
selves comprehensible in a large-ca- 
pacity theatre such as this. Robert 
Rowe Paddock’s scenery and Noel 
Taylor’s costumes are likewise 
Grade A. Kahn, 





Tenting Tonight 


Saul Fischbein production of three-act 
farce (one scene) by Frank Gould. Features 
Dean Harens, Jean Muir, Jackie Kelk, 
Joshua Shelley, Michael Road, Henry Las- 
coe, Staged by Hudson Faussett; setting, 
John Root. Opened at Booth, N. Y., April 
2, "47; $4.80 top. 

















Me ee 8 PEP EEEETT ETL ETE Richard Clark 
Edna Roberts......... eeeeeees-dune Dayton 
Zamtar Primgie.. cccccoceces ..»-Michael Road 
Leonie Roberts...... oeteccce +..+-Jean Muir 
Phil Alexander....... e+eeees-.Dean Harens 
Stanley Fowler.....cscccccesss Ralph Brooke 
Sue Fowler....... TTTIT Tire Betty Caulfield 
Theda Henderson. .......0..... Ethel Remey 
Marvin Henderson........... William David 
Beene. CRGUIOINs « sv cccceceeseset Jackie Kelk 
Joe Wollinski.......... -+-.-Joshua Shelley 
VOOR JaROwGel. .ccccceccccece Henry Lascoe 
i. EPETERTTLEL LTE Michael Lewin 
| Harry Nash Forrest Taylor, Jr. 
Billy Heffernan........... Edward de Velde 
PON PORE o.o2 ccccesccccsees James Fallon 





| Two ambitious femmes (Judy Ab- ' 
|, bott and Mary Mason) produced th’ 


| very farcical comedy but didn’t thin.’ 


it was ready for Broadway. They 


Principal backer toqok 


Had the author worked on the 


script longer he might have landed 
his play in the money. Story is top- 
ical enough, dealing with the return- 
ing vets’ housing shortage and their 
right for free study in the universl- 
ties of their choice. At times the per- 
formance is comic, with plenty of 
laughs, through mostly in bunches. 
Yet, such a screwy play should be 
more hilarious. There are so many 
characters in “Tonight” that it fre- 
quently becomes muddled. 


» Scene is the living room of Peter 


RoWerts, a youngish professor in a 
smalltown college. Group of GIs en- 
rolled in the school invade the prof's 


place, and as he and his wife, Leonie, 


are soft-hearted, the boys are al- 


lowed to put up cots and take over. 
Phil, one of the lads, goes on the 


make for Edna, the Robertses niece, 
and not in the right way, either. Joe 


is a race handicapper and takes bets 

lliot is a sappy guy 

who is principal gummer-upper. 
Joe has a friend, one Janowski, a 


liquor dealer who, with a bunch of 
gambler hoods, takes over an aban- 
doned building with the idea of es- 
tablishing a nightclub plus a gaming 
joint. Those dice-shooters are among 
the unnecessary characters. The com- 
plications that evolve find ultimately 
the “nightclub” plans going ~—a 
and it becomes a dormitory for GIs 


who can’t find living quarters while 
absorbing higher education. It’s Joe’s 
idea, and he becomes a hero 

It’s the boys’ play, with the femmes 
on the short end, although Jean Muir 
is attractive as the professor’s wife. 
Richard Clark does well as the prof 
but Joshua Shelley, as the GI who 
handicaps the ponies, gets most of 
the laughs. William David plays well 
a straight part, that of the college 
head. Dean Harens, as the rapid 
wooer; Michael Road, as a former 
captain; Henry Lascoe, as Janowski; 
Jackie Kelk, as Elliot, and June Day- 
ton, as Edna, do as well as they can 
in the confused going. Hudson Faus- 
sett, the stager, evidently couldn’t 
do a thing about it. Ibee. 


Play Out of Town 


Trouble For. Rent 
Indianapolis, April 4. 


F. P. Atha’ Inc., production of comedy 
mystery in three acts by Monroe Manning, 














Stars Estelle Taylor and Lyle Talbot; fea- 
tures Carol Hughes and John Shay. Staged 
by Monroe Manning. At Enfglish theatre, 
Indianapolis, April 8, ’47; $3 top. 

SUN BRGOGOR s 6c cvvcsevecccvssectl John Shay 
Marion Woodcock.,......++.. Carol Hughes 
Officer Delahanty...........-....Dave Ward 
OGRE vis cccncesdoces Raymond Bond 
Helen Durkig. cccvececcceces Estelle Taylor 
Bi visnnsssewensndes 0008060005660. SEO 
Otto Morris... ccccccscccecesss Charles Jordan 
J. HI. TaSkKer. coccccccesecs George J. Spelvin 





This deserted-house number, re- 
plete with secret panel, preemed here 
Thursday (3), first unveiling at Eng- 
lish since Katharine Cornell and Lau- 
rence Olivier came out in “No Time 
for Comedy.” Any comparison, un- 


fertunately, is odious. “Trouble for | T, 


Rent” proved to be what might have 


happened if bunch of energetic ama- 
teurs got together and said “let’s put 
on a show.” It exploits almost every 
trick known to its type of laugh 
thriller with dud results. 


Performance needs sharper timing 
and faster pacing of talkie sequences, 
but stuff just isn’t there. Play brings 
situation up to date by making hero 
a war veteran in search of place to 
live. Visits battered old house, pre- 
sumably long abandoned,’ with 
charming real estate agent, well set 
up for romantic angle. They find 
place occupied by queer gink who 
claims to be caretaker, and his daugh- 
ter, whom he is obviously hiding 
from something. None too friendly 
group soon is joined by taxi driver 
wanting to know who called for a 
cab (there’s no telephone) and pr’- 
vate dick on the prowl for bank rob- 
bers known to be in the vicinity. 


Since the hero had just been fired 
by the burglared bank for a cash 
shortage, suspicion is spread all 
around. It goes on from there, amid 
shrieks and backouts, mysterious as- 
saults and disappearances and other 
synthetic effects until the hectic third 
act in which the villain finally over- 
plays his hand, Finish is wild but not 
exciting. 


Play, steering a safe course down 
the middle, misses as both comedy 
and mystery. Laughs are few, and 
not all of them planned that way. 
Husky-voiced Estelle Taylor strug- 
gles with caretaker’s daughter, i 
dently meant to be an emotional role. 
Talbot, as taxi driver who knows 
more than he wants to tell, bogs 
down under excess of foolish stage 
business. Carol Hughes and John Shay, 
as the girl and boy; Raymond Bond, 
the caretaker, and Dave Ward, the 
dick, give the work what little per- 
suasion they carry. 


_ George J. Spelvin makes a convinc- 
ing corpse. Corb. 





Maurice Zolotow’s three-part piece 
°n Tallulah Bankhead, “Alabama 
‘ornado,” in the Saturday Evening 
Post, starts today (Wed.). 





Ae, 


Plays Abroad 


Truant in Park Lane 
London, March 28. 


Henry Sherek production of new play in 
three acts by James Parish. Directed by 
Parish. At St, James’ theatre, London. 


Philip Conway,....cccsoes:: Julian D'Albie 
Countess of Lyndon...... Lilian Braithwaite 

SE Fe Pr bebeaeene es Felix Irwin 
Bes Of Lyndon..cosceseesreeees Peter Coke 
Louise Packard,..sesecesseees- Faith Brook 
iy TPR acd eoesecee Roland Young 
Ariadne Saycliffe...cccsssesees Cecily Byrne 
Simon Ricketts.....++eesee+++-+Brian Worth 
Mrs. Fishwick.......- eeeee+- Gladys Henson 





The blithe spirit of the late Earl of 
Lyndon, arriving in Park Lane in the 
body of a tobacconist, gives Roland 
Young an opportunity to take a trip 
in a Topper role. He is very welcome 
in London and his appearance with 
Lilian Braithwaite produces a power- 
ful team. But the play, though it 
has its amusing moments, can’t quite 
live up to its distinguished cast. _ 

In comedies of thi$ sort, one readily 
accepts the convention of freakish 
spirits occupying other bodies if the 
trick is amusing or convincing 
enough. What isn’t required is ex- 
planation, and all that business of the 
dream and mystery at Shepherd's 
Bush, serves rather to destroy the 
illusion than to build it up. Other 
explanations are either left with 
loose ends or do little to advance the 
story. An example is the little black- 
mailing incident in which awkward 
facts are hushed up for money. 

What is left is an entertaining por- 
trait of a countess by Lilian Braith- 
waite, and a number of characters 
who remind us of the Park Lane 
manners of Frederick Lonsdale with- 
out his wit or dramatic skill. 

A romantie sub-plot gives some 
sentimental opportunities to Peter 
Coke, as the new earl, and to Faith 
Brook (Clive Brook’s sever: as 
his American fiancee. ese oppor- 
tunities are nicely taken, Ebet. 


Hattie Stowe 
London, March 28. 


Envoy Productions presentation (in agsn. 
with Arts Council) of new play ip thr 
acts (eight gcenes) by Ian Hay, irecten 
by Anthony sane Ml At Embassy, London, 


Harriet Beecher Stowe......... Mary Ellis 
Lyman Beecher......ceseee0. Beckett Bould 
Cathering Beecher.....,.... Joan Sanderson 
Henry ard Beecher...., Anthony Nicholls 
Calvin Stowe.......00. eceees Mijton Rosmer 
Captain Sam Foote..... eee+- Patrick Cargill 
SOM TROBE, 33. 564 ooo 6 04h ecee ks Julian Dallas 
Lord Paimerston......... Kynaston Reeves 
Abraham Lincoln.............§ teph Jack 
Duchegs of Sutherland.,..... Isabel pew 
Mrs. Beecher........ eee egeeeers Beryl Ede 
Josiah Hengson........,... Augustus Newton 
a rr ante Rosita Cussins 





_This is a biographical play of the 
life of America’s heroiné-novelist 
dating (somewhat unnecessarily) 
from day of her birth and going 
through her career as schoolmarm, 
abolitionist zealot, wife and mother 
until her meeting with Abraham Lin- 
coln in the White House, when she 
gets him to agree_to the emancipa- 
tion bill, : 

_ As depicted by Mary Ellis, Hattie 
is a ences of charm and forth- 
right integrity. Her struggle to help 
support her young family by writ- 
ing, culminating in her decision to 
champion her cause through the me- 
dium of print, results in the world- 
wide interest aroused by “Uncle 
om’s Cabin.” She is lionized in Bng- 
land and nearly causes a political 
crisis, but glides gracefully Troudh 
all difficulties yntil her final meet- 
ing with the President when she 
wins him over to her side. 

Supporting roles are excellently 
done by Milton Rosmer, as her de- 
voted husband; Kynaston Reeves, as 
Lord Palmerston; Anthony Nicholls 
as the most famo of Harriet’s 
preacher brothers, giving just the 
right balance between fanaticism and 
egotism. Remainder of lengthy cast 
all win laurels in their respective 
characters, and production leaves 
nothing to be desired. But it is Mary 
Ellis’ evening. 

In spite of general all-round com- 
petence, there is the feeling that the 
story would be better unfolded on 
the screen, but this is no reflection 
on the workmanlike job turned in 
by popular novelist, Ian May, within 
the narrow confines of the stage. 

em, 


Now Barabbas 


London, March 28. 

Tom Arnold and Linnit & Dunfee, Ltd., 
production of Boltons Theatre's new play 
n three acts by flliam Doygl Home. 
irected by Colin Chandler, At Vaudeville 
theatre, ndon, 
Officer Kihg...........+..++-Stanley Beard 
Belta. ccocccccvccsccccccecccs Owen der 
Brown. csscvecescvssesss sence: Stamey ose 
aEeeneopesctesesescoseberesll jan Somers 
ANGOFSON.. cecccecsccoseses ee y Quashio 
DONCET. wcccccvesccesceseseces arry Phelps 
OHErts. ..scecessenees JOn0th M wood 








Medworth...cccccccsccscccssess asil Gordon 
Richards....... Coceeccvessere Peter Doughty 
NUNS 60-600 60004080868 .- Richard Longman 
GEST SONGS. Co ccccceceseseses Percy Walsh 
Officer Jackgon...........++.David Duncan 


Offic@r Gale....... C0ecccdoogss ichard Foat 


Govefnor........ seceeeeees-Triman Rawson 
Oo eee veceeseseess-Denis Webb 
Chief Officer Webb.............J088s Clewes 
S62 5665065 800h0800 eevesees Jill Bennett 
MONE. 0 eK eccccececeeses ».»- John Lawson 


cS ere eee ..-Elsa Palmer 





This remarkable play of prison life 
drew an enthusiastic press when first 
iven at the small Boltons theatre, 
ensington. It deserves a wider au- 
dience, for here is a well-observed 
study of life in the raw with a shrewd 
sense of theatre and of character. 
Author of the play, son of the Earl 
of Home, is an ex-Guards’ officer 


who spent a year in British 
disobeying an order during 
He has dramatized his 
with skill, and Judging by the result 
prison is an excellent 4 
— to start. spit es 
is central character is aq 
man awaiting reprieve from the 
death sentence in the condemned cel] 
He is a likeable kid and his jailerg 
and age companions all show a 
slightly self-conscious compassion 
for one they realize is due for the 
high jump. His reprieve fails, and he 
pers ve bg 4 
ut e interest for mo : 
ences is wider than the fate “tn 
single criminal, It exhibits the whole 
routine of prison fife, the bullyin 
tactics of the jailers, the petty gra 
for cigarettes and small Privileges 
re poerenes oO an ned men the 
onging for freedom and pir 
they left behind. the girls 
The types are well chosen—school. 
master, bigamist, shoplifter and 80 
on. Each has a good story to tell 
Mr. Home’s sympathies are obviously 
with the shiftless or lost souls he hag 
so closely observed though he does 
not sentimentalize over them. And 
that is the strength of the 
Though lacking the artistry of Tob 
Galsworthy’s “Justice,” it can stand 
comparison with that masterpiece, 
With the exception of Tristan 
Rawson and Julian Somers, there are 
few names in the cast, but the level 
of acting is high throughout, The di- 
rection of Colin Chandler is effec. 
tive. Film prospects are favorable. 
Ebet. 


jails for 
the war, 
€xperience 


lay, 


Location Shooting 


Continuec from page 3 


Hollywood is that the pictures that 
can be best made on eastern loca. 
tions are by their very nature pic. 
tures that cost comparatively, little 
to produce—whether on the lot or 
on location, They’re stories about 
everyday people in everyday sur- 
roundings. They require no expen- 
sive costumes or elaborate sets—at 
least no elaborate sets that can’t be 
better shot with the real thing. 

While pictures have been photo- 
graphed on locations since the day 
Edison cranked his first eamera, the 
way to the present-day trend was 
undoubtedly led by Louis de Roche- 
mont with the trio of pix he turned 
out for 20th. They were “House on 
92nd Street”, “13 Rue Madeleine” 
and “Boomerang’’—each a comparas 
tively low-budgeter and each a tre- 
mendous moneymaker for the com- 
pany. 








More Savings 


De Rochemont saved coin by 
many such tricks as using mostly 
unknown New York actors, but the 
big saving was more basic. It was 
in the simplicity of concept of the 
stories themselves. They were by. 
nature documentary in type and this 
not only gave them added punch, 
but diminished cost. 

Louis B. Mayer was so impressed 
with “Boomerang” he borrowed & 
print and made attendance at a 
screening a “must” for the entire 
Metro production staff. He used it 
to demonstrate a frequently redis- 
covered thesis: a film doesn’t have 
to be “sprinkled with platinum dust” 
to pile up tremendous profits at the 
b. o. 

“Boomerang” went down on the 
Fox books as costing $1,100,000. 
However, a substantial portion of 
that was “studio overhead.” That 
was in accordance with an old 
Hollywood custom, despite the fact 
not a foot of it was shot at the 
studio. “92nd Street” was ticketed 
in at around $900,000, with a portion 
of that, of course, also “studio over 
head.” “Boomerang” will undoubt- 
edly turn out to be one of the com 
pany’s top moneymakers of the year. 
Some erudite Hollywood observers 
view the present towering produc- 
tion costs as a blessing in disguise, 
since they are forcing this swing to 
more simply conceived pictures. 
They see it changing the whole art 
form of the film in a few years to 
put emphasis on realism and every- 
day life, rather than continual 
phantasy, Thus, with more variety 
in types of pix, they see & larger 
audience for them. 

Selznick’s current New York pro- 
duction is “Portrait of Jennie. 
Wald’s Boston venture wili be “UP 
Till Now”, presenting the problem 
of the average man squeezed be- 
tween political extremists. Wald’s 
also planning other films for easterm 
production. , 
Hellinger is coming up with 
“Homicide”, to be made largely in 
New York police headquarters, wit! 
Barry Fitzgerald starred. Lessers 
pic, “Harness Bull”, will also feature 
cops. Bracken will make 
Smith”, a baseball yarn to be shot 
in Brooklyn, Central Park, Green- 





wich Village and the 52nd street 
nitery belt 
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Louis Sobel’s Book 

Around Random House they call 
Louis Sobol “Horatio Nostalgia, Jr.,” 
since the publishers get the Hearst 
columnist’s book, “Some Days Were 
Happy,” into type. Pie 

It’s primed for August publication 
and is an autobiographical remin- 
iscense by the N. Y. Journal Ameri- 
ean scrivener who has been cover- 
ing the Broadway beat for over 20 
years. 





Taylor, Erskine Join RH 

Under a deal just set, Frank Tay- 
Jor will be a roving editor for Ran- 
dom House, digging new mss. in 
university towns and the like, and 
Albert Erskine will headquarter in 
the homeoffice, working with Saxe 
Commins, RH’s editor-in-chief. Both 
Taylor and Erskine recently left 
Reynal & Hitchcock, with Ted 
Amusson, ex-Rinehart & Co., shift- 
ing over to R&M. 

Random House prexy Bennett 
Cerf, on his recent cross-country 
junket, discovered there are a lot of 
writers in these United States and 
the moment it is publicized that a 
publisher’s representative is looking 
for scripts they'll flood in. That will 
be Taylor's job. 





Dance Mag’s Policy Switch 

Dance magazine has had a shake- 
up involving change of editor and 
policy. It looks forward to ex- 
panded publication, revitalized and 
supported by the dagce field itself. 
Its new editor is Helen Dzhermo- 
linska, replacing Ezra Goodman. 
Rudolf Orthwine is the publisher. 


Dance’s policy switches from a 
general amusement magazine, a 
policy which did not work out to 
the satisfaction of its principal sup- 
port, the dance profession at large, 
and will concern itself specificaliy 
with the dance field. 


—-— 


Dewey's McGowan Vete 

The McGowan bill, which brack- 
eted authors in New York state with 
publishers and distributors of ob- 
scene material as guilty of a mis- 
demeanor, punishable by fine or im- 
prisonment, was vetoed Monday (7) 
in Albany by Gov. Thomas E. Dewey 
as unnecessary and as a possible 
threat to “invasion of personal liber- 
ty.” 

The Governor’s long memorandum 
was taken by some Capitol Hill ob- 
servers as indicative of the stand 
he might have assumed were the 
Wilson film advertising censorship 
measure ever to have come across 
his desk officially. That bill, which 
the Motion Picture Assn., Civil 
Liberties Union, newspapers and 
others attacked as dangerous to the 
constitutional guarantee of freedom 
of the press, was killed by a last- 
minute amendment, after it had been 
held at the Assembly desk for a 
month. Gov. Dewey’s stand on both 
pieces of legislation was closely 
watched, in view of his presidential 
aspirations. 

Like the Wilson act, the McGowan 
bill sailed through the Legislature. 
its sponsor was Assemblyman Fran- 
cis McGowan, N. Y. City Democrat. 
Gov. Dewey said the danger in the 
bill was that it made “private writ- 
ings of all persons, great or small, 
whether obscure or not, subject to 


. the scrutiny and the opinion of some 


public official as to whether or not 
it is obscene. 


Gov. Dewey commented that the 
Present law “appears wholly ade- 
quate to punish anyone whe writes 
improper material for publication,” 
and that there had been “no show- 
ing that this law was ineffective” 
or that “its effectiveness would be 
increased to a degree commensurate 
with the grave risk of invasion of 
Personal liberty.” 





Zeoletew’s Jach Benny Biog 
_ Because of the tieup in the Radio 
Writers Guild, Maurice Zolotow may 
delay his trip to the Coast to collect 
material for a three-part piece on 
Jack Benny for Cosmopolitan mag. 


* Meanwhile Zolotow's biographical 
Fabulous Billy Rose”, which ran 
Serially in Collier's, is being readied 
for publication in the fall by Ran- 
dom House. Rose is currently add- 
ing to his other accomplishments by 
Making his stamp as an editor. Zolo- 
tow declared “Rose is a neat editor 
ond he’s not the kind of guy who 
takes things out because it doesn’t 
look good on him.” 





Ray Josephs’ Jackpot 
Ray 
Latin American trek, hit the jack- 
Pot this month with series of lead 
Bl€ces jin national. mags. 


f 
he 





rati 


of ’47 carries his “Continent at 
the Crossroads” as its feature 
length, 20,000-word report. Article 
is an expose of Peron’s activities in 
the other Americas where Josephs 
was for almost five years Vrtery 
correspondent. 

Cover feature of current This 
Week, national distributed Sunday 
supplement, was his “Siesta’s Over,” 
based on three-month jaunt to 
Mexico. Current Tomorrow carries 
a Mexican political report, and -At- 
lantic Monthly has a piece on 
beaches in Latin America with em- 
phasis on the roulette casinos. 
Current Pageant’s lead article, 
“Are You Properly Packaged,” while 


it has nothing to do with Latin 
America, resulted from an_ idea 
gained while lecture touring, 


Josephs’ top interest during the 
past season. He’s shoving off soon 
to do another book for Random 
House, “Latin American Diary,” 
based on click of his past “Argentine 
Diary,” which did extremely well 
here and in England. 





Walter Jacobs Turns Scribe 
Newest addition to writer ranks is 
Walter Jacobs, Lord Tarleton hotel 
(Miami Beach) boniface. Currently 
engaged in scrivening an article for 
the New York Times magazine titled 
“There’s No Business Like Hotel 
Business” in which he limns reac- 
tions of hotelkeepers to guests and 
problems encountered. Angled in 
the satirical vein, with foibles of the 
many show biz personalities who’ve 
stopped at his resort featured. 


Stern Appeals 8G Verdict 
Counsel for J. David Stern an- 
nounced Monday (7) that appeal 
would be made to the U. S. Supreme 
Court against the decision of the 
Pennsylvania supreme court sus- 
taining the libel verdict in Phila- 
delphia county courts by John 
O'Donnell, Washington correspond- 
ent for the N. Y. Daily News, 
against the Philadelphia Record Co., 
former publishers of the daily and 

Sunday Record in Philadelphia. 


The vote sustaining the lower 
court’s verdict was four to three. 
The suit was based on an editorial 
in the Record on May 18, 1941, de- 
nouncing O’Donnell as a “Naziphile” 
for a story in the N. Y. Daily News 
and the Washington Times-Herald, 
in which the correspondent report- 
edly alleged the U. S. was secretly 
convoying British munitions ships. 
By terms of the jury verdict Jan. 11, 
‘46, the Record was ordered to pay 
$25,000 to O'Donnell, but this was 
later reduced by the court to $15,- 
000, and subsequently to $8,000. 


In the dissenting opinion of the 
Pennsylvania supreme court, Chief 
Justice Maxey, who wrote the mi- 
nority opinion, stated: “The defend- 
ant (Record) rendered _praise- 
worthy public service in informing 
its readers as to what inhuman and 
uncivilized practices this man 
(O'Donnell) blatantly and shameless- 
ly sanctioned.” 





CHATTER 

Pete Martin in Hollywood to in- 
terview more film names for Sateve- 
post. 

Jersy Mason in Hollywood to 
round up a series of studio inter- 
views for This -Week mag. 

Ed Bodin, lit agent, has a new 
mag “Spirit World,’ for which he 
will write, as well as edit. 

Dudley Nichols and Fritz Lang are 
contributors to Cinema, a new mag 
devoted to the artistic side of mo- 
tion pictures. 

Sawasdi Nitibhon, Siamese tech- 
nical adviser on “Anna and the King 
of Siam,” has written a book about 
Hollywood in his native language. 

Virginia Vale is now writing her 
syndicated column, “Star Dust,” for 
the Western Newspaper Union un- 
der her real name, Inez Gerhard. 

Ben Ames Williams finished new 
novel, at present titled “House 
Divided,” about Civil War. Author 
spent some months down South for 
extensive study. 

Mrs. Claire Corbin, ex-Haire Pub- 





Josephs, off soon on another | 


i ications, Curtis Publishing, Macy's, 
Gimbel's. Bamberger and Namm, 
i/now merchandise editor of Today's 
Woman mag (Fawcett). 

Farrar, Straus cocktail-partying 
Carlo Levi, author of “Christ 
Stopped at Eboli’ next Thursday. 
| Book. originally published in Italy, 
lhas set a record for Italy of 57,000 
| copies. 


heir now, Ellery Queen, Jr. Under 


that byline will. be introduced Ju- | 
May issuevenile crime beoks. published by 


‘ 


Lippincott, ghosted by Harold Mon- 
tanye, of Rhinebeck, N. Y. 

Third book of Norman Corwin’s 
radio dramas, via Holt, is “Untitled 
and Other Radio Dramas” due April 
24. Same firm also brought out its 
second ballet. book, “Isadora Dun- 
can,” edited by Paul Magriel who 
dittoed on “Nijinsky” last fall. 

Bennett Cerf’s “Try and Stop Me,” 
“Anything for a Laugh” and “Laugh- 
ing Stock” being translated and 
edited by Victor Skaarup for Danish 
consumption, The Danish publishing 
house, Malling, to bring out the 
tomes as two books in the fall. 

Lewis H. Conarroe’s “Off My Sea 
Chest” (Holt) postponed until June 
13 because Collier’s is serializing 
part of the book late May or early 
June. Holt also deferring another of 





| Capa’s “Slightly Out of Focus.” 

| Horace McCoy whose “They Shoot 
| Horses, Don't They?” was his last 
published novel 10 years ago is re- 
verting to books at his Connecticut 
house this summer and will be pub- 
lished exclusively via 
House. McCoy has been in Holly- 


“Shadow of Fear” being mulled by 
Michael Curtiz for Warners. Script’s 
the work of Richard Hill Wilkinson, 
radio scripter (“Murder Is My 
Hobby,” “Danger Dr. Danfield,” 
etc.) and short story writer. Deal 
being handled by Mel Shauer. 





Club, Washington, D. C..) 
Sime Slanguage 
Is Discussed by 


Lowe, Morrow 





By Herman A. Lowe 
Philadelphia Inquirer 
and 
Hugh Morrow 
Saturday Evening Post 


Just when I thought that P. S. 
89, the East Misery High School 


guage, I have to run across VARIETY, 
the trade publication of show busi- 
ness. Folks, I have to confess right 
here that I have a lot to learn. This 
is something of a handicap in my 
work as a newspaper eorrespondent 
in Washington, but don’t think I’m 
not trying. 

Today, for example, I wrote an 
experimental story about-an imagin- 
ary visit to the movies by President 
Truman. 

“Truman viewed ‘Bascomb,’ new 
M-G oater, at a D. C. showcase,” 
I wrote, “and Prexy’s gander 
hypoed to b.o. for a boff 40G.” 

Mr. Curtis B. Shrdlu, a very nar- 
row-minded character who also hap- 
pens to be my managing editor, 
didn’t seem to appreciate my effort 
to save newsprint for the East 
Misery Daijy Bugle. In fact, he 
inquired in a most impolite tele- 
gram just what the ding-ding I was 
talking about. 

Any Vanrrery reader, of course, 
would know that I was writing that 
President Truman saw a motion pic- 
ture entitled “Bad Bascomb,” a new 
Wild West opus by the Metro-Gold- 
wyn-Mayer studios, at a mid-city 
Washington theatre owned by the 
producing company and that the 
President’s appearance encouraged 


which is, to put is briefly, simply 
boff. “Boff,” as any initiate is well 
aware, is one cut above “sock,” 
which in turn is somewhat superior 
to “click.” 

On the subject of taxes our story 
in the Bugle read: 


Random | 


U. had taught me the English lan- | 








SCULLY’S SCRAPBOOK | 


By Frank Scully ooeeeeeereeeeee 





vvuwwvwwvewe” 


Cross-section, Cal., April 5. 


If we are trying to sell the “American way of life,” to coin a much- 
needed phrase, to those countries which have lost their way completely, I 
can't imagine a better package deal than “The Farmer’s Daughter,” “The 
Great McGinty” and “Of Thee I Sing.” 
tain plenty of entertainimg propaganda. 


Sold as entertainment, they con- 
As “Of Thee I Sing” is still too 


| hot for pictures, maybe we'd better substitute “Louisiana Purchase” by 


'much the same people. 


Of the three, “The Farmer’s Daughter,” being the newest, will probably 
be the most familiar to Europeans, as it derives from a Finnish play by 


i Junni Tervataa. 


I think over there it was referred to as “Tervataa’s 


| Moustache,” which probably finally got around as “Your Father's Moustache” 


| 


| before the whole movement was forced underground. That Tervataa will 
| ever recognize his finnan-haddie by now I doubt. 
jits publications, Robert (Life mag) pat for RKO as “Katie For Congress, : 
his being upped to v.p. in charge of production. 


Dore Schary produced 
and it must have had a lot to do with 
It's a clean picture about 


| politics and, oddly, the politics do not seem so terribly dirty either. 





performance of Loretta Young. 


First Nominee 
If it were released along about next Thanksgiving I would bank on its 
| Winning an Academy award, if not for the picture itself at least for the 
She plays a Swedish servant girl, accent 
and all. and when I tell you that she makes it believable and holds her 
own among such seasoned troupers as Ethel Barrymore, Joe Cotten, Bill 


| Harrigan and Charlie Bickford, you begin to see her Oscarian possibilities. 


Democrat. 





wood since: a ar | The only thing which might confuse foreigners, tart couldn't confuse Cali- 
Unusual four-character, two-set/ ¢o:nians, was that you couldn't tell whether she was a Republican or a 
psychological thriller called F 


Here we have Loretta Young, acting as a waitress in the home of Con- 
| gressman Glen Morley, played by Joe Cotten. 


Some months iater, a 


fellow congressman drops dead, and in the special election which follows 


Katie doesn't like the party’s choice 


The opposition gets her to run against 


the party’s choice. She is doing marvelously until] the rats decide to hit her 


with some scandal, figuring that by the time she removes the mud the 


| election wiil be over. 


But our hero, J. Cotten, ferrets out the truth and forces his own candi- 





| ter.” 


to point to. 





(From ‘The Gold Fish Bowl, Official | date to withdraw. Katie wins hands down and she and her Joe go up 
Publication of the National Press | the Capitol steps together, as two congressmen. 
| threshold and lowers her into the lower house. 
going to get married, as if you didn’t know. 
Who’s Hooey For Congress 

The wiping of the mud off her before the election instead of afterward 
is the only part of the story that seemed like 100% hooey to me. I shouldn't 
like our friends, groping abroad for a better way to run their affairs, to 
believe democracy runs as smoothly as it does in “The Farmer's Daugh- 
Myself trapped several times into listening to the voice of the people, 
I can assure even Greeks that once they succumb even to being “drafted” 
they will be deserted like rats and forced to carry on practically alone. 
Their home life will be reduced to a shambles. 
and read the most unflattering tales about their once beloved parents. 

Dunking Old Dunkel 

Indeed the safest candidate is one who has never done anything in his 
life. The opposition certainly cannot twist what he didn’t do into some- 
thing only underworld characters do. 
blameless and not be committing perjury either, since he has no record 
I have even seen voluntary fingerprints, acquiesced to by the 


He carries her over the 
That means they are 


Their children will hear 


He can boast that his reeord is 


| candidate when taking his automobile driver's test, later tossed around the 


republic. 


| ment. 


ciated with Katie's party. 
If I only knew which party it was. 


ileged persons? 


and an abortive visit to old Trauma | streets, as proof of his criminal past, as “Dunkel’s Fingerprints!” 

It may be argued by some that our campaign issues are not as super- 
ficial as those advanced in “Of Thee I Sing” (“Let's put love in the White 
House”’), or as low as “The Great McGinty” (“Two men met in a banana 
One had been honest all his life, except for one dishonest mo- 
ment; the other had been dishonest all his life, except for one honest mo- 
They both had to heave the country’). 
was “Out of the gully with Scully or into the ditch—with the other guy.” 

For those touchy defenders of our broad land, I suggest “The Farmer's 
Daughter” as a compromise candidate. 
how America’s political economy operates, which so far has come off the 
entertainment line. Naturally the sets and all that sort of thing are on the 
lush side, indicating that Glen Morley, Sr., the old senator, must have 
clipped the peasants plenty, but in the main it is a reasonable character 
reference. And, in any case, it’s a good picture. 


The highest we ever got 


It is the fairest representation of 


I'd be proud to be asso- 





For Mother’s Day 
“Cary Grant is so interested,” writes Erskine Johnsen, “in Goldwyn 
Girl Karen X. Gaylord that he calls her mother once a week. . ..” 
And how does she like being called mother o.a.w.? 


Absent But Voting 
Producer too ill to attend preview sent stand-in to ge around slapping 
everybody's back, with his compliments. 





For the Record 
If it’s true that warmup shows, notably Fred Allen's, are so hot they 
practically reduce the subsequent wired performance to a deep freeze, 
why not transcribe these programs and sell the records to us underpriv- 





erators urged that the bite be cut to 
the old 10 per cent, while nitery 


the discaptains complaining that the 
platter biz was having its throat cut.” 


It seems to me that news from 
Washington is the victim of dull 
coverage by stodgy correspondents 
who insist upon writing muscle- 
bound English, not to mention fat- 








smooth an imaginary wrinkle from 
his impeccable frock coat and an- 


owners said they'd have to shutter if | nounce: “Boys, I've just pacted 
ee ee to ve og bam —_ the gouge wasn’t eased. Diskery | Molotov.” 
picture, thereby increasing box office | piggies also called for de . 
receipts to $40,000 for the week as or a new deal,/ Senator Taft would ne longer 


“complain” that OPA was ruining 
the country; he would “squawk.” 
The Secretary of Commerce, instead 
of reporting that ear-loading indices 
had risen sharply, weuld brag that 
the country was en “the economic 
upbeat,” and that things were dis- 


“Spokesmen for the amusement in- ‘head editors such as C. B. Shrdlu. |tinctly “perky” or “solid,” President 
dustry testified before the Senate | It would be so ez3y to unstuff a) Truman's program for merging some 
Finance Committee today in favor |few shirts in the Nation’s Capital | government agencies and liquidating 


The Ellery Queen combine has an | 


taxes. Representatives of the inde- 
pendent motion picture theatre own- 
ers nrotested against continuance of 
the 20 per cent admissions tax in the 
postwar period, while night club 
owners said their establishments 
were being particularly hard hit and 
might be-.forced to close in many 
instances. Officials of large phono- 











for a reduction of the tax on rec- 
| ords.” 
How much better it would have 
| been if Mr. Shrdlu had left it the 
way I wrote it in the first place, to 
wit: 

“Show biz reps beefed to the 
Senate Finance Committee today 


missions tax. Indie film house op- 


graph record companies also called | 


against the lingering 20 per cent ad- | 


| Broadway. 


For example, the Assistant Sec- | 


retary of State for Public and Cul- 
tural Relations would be “State’s 
| super-flack.” 
secretary would become “Prexy’s 
flack.” “Flack,” as you must have 
| gathered by now, means press agent. 

Instead of learning that “the Hon- 
orable James F. Byrnes, Secretary 
'of State, flew to Paris today to sign 
a momentous treaty with high Rus- 
sian officials,’ the nation’s news- 
paper readers could just as well] be 
told that “Jimmy Byrnes planed to 
Paree today to ink a pact with Russ 
toppers.” As far as Mr. Byrnes is 
concerned, at this stage of the game 
we suspect he would be deliriously 
happy to greet the correspondents, 


af 1 


} 
} 


The White House press | 


of reducing the high wartime excise | with some well-chosen gems from /|others would provide for “the big 


meld and folderoo.” 


People would still be able to at- 
tend session of Congress “cuffo,” 
meaning for free, but a major’ de- 
bate attracting large crowds would 
be referred to as a “heavy turnstile 
spinner.” If Senator Joe Ball should 
discuss the international situation on 
a radio program advertising coffee, 
he would be doing a “mocha stint.” 

Obviously, the Washington correse 
pondents, or “D. C. hacks,” * would 
have a great deal more freedom im 
humanizing their subjects if they 
could write this way. In -fact, they 
would have only one restriction: 
they couldn’t return favors from 
news sources with back-scratching 
articles. Variery, in some disgust 
calls that _ the payola.” 
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OBITUARIES 


RICHARD FOY 
Richard Foy, 42, son of the late 
die Foy, vaude and musicomedy 
ar and brother of Bryan Foy, of- 
Rios of Eagle-Lion Productions, 
died in Dallas, April 4, following a 
heart attack. He had recently been 
@ theatre manager in Dallas. He 
was also a brother of Charles Foy. 

Moliywood nitery operator. 
hen a youngster, he had toured | 
vaude in an act headed by his father 
and including his brothers and sis- | 
ters, billed as Eddie Foy and the 

Seven Little Foys. 

Two weeks ago on a N. Y. radio 
show, Richard, the bachelor of the 
family, joined his brothers and sis- 





ters in their first reunion in 20 
years. Appearing on this program 


jointly featuring his brothers, Eddie 
Foy, Jr., and Eddie Duchin, he re- 
called the days of the old vaude act. 





MEYER GORODETZER 
Meyer Gorodetzer, 62, for many | 
ears leader of the Walnut Street | 

Theaice orchestra, died April 5 in | 
hiladelphia and was followed in 
- four hours later by his wife, | 
ebecca, also 62. Mrs. Gorodetzer | 





GABRIEL 


April 14, 1940 


A veteran in the sales field, Kuttnauer 
had been with UA since last August. 
Prior to that he was an RKO sales- 
man in Des Moines, Ia.; St. Louis 
manager and salesman for Republic 
and St. Louis salesman for Para- 
mount. 

His widow and two children sur- 
vive. 





GERALD E. AKERS 
Gerald E. Akers, 55, general man- 
ager of radio station 
April 3 in San Francisco following a 
heart attack. 
Akers, who had been with KSAN 
for the past five years, was former 


KSAN, died 


all SAG members and will be dis- 
cussed tomorrow night (Wed.) at a 
special meeting in the Hollywood 
Legion Stadium. Other demands to 
be discussed are: 

Minimum of $100 a week for be- 
ginners signed to a term contract. 

Abolition of three-month and six- 
month options and substitution of 
one-year options. 

All time expended by an actor at 
the employer’s request to be con- 
sidered work time, including time 
spent for travel, makeup, publicity, 
still photography, promotional ac- | 
tivity, interviews, story conferences, | 
auditions and recordings. } 





Three-year limit on personal term 
contracts with studios for actors 
paid less than $1,500 a week in any | 
year of the contract. } 


No loanout to another studio with- 
out the actors’ consent. 








general advertising manager for 
Paramount west of the Mississippi 
for 18 years and for two years gen- 
eral manager of station KYUM, 
Phoenix, Ariz. Widow and two) 
children survive.. 
HARRIS GORDON 

Harris Gordon, 60, stage and 


screen actor, died April 2 in Bur- 
bank, Cal., following a heart attack. 

In his early days Risdon appeared 
in several legit plays on Broadway 
and worked in films with the old 


ORIAM 


L. HESS 





had been seriously ill at her home, 
and did not know of her husband's | 
death. 

Gorodetzer conducted the Civic | 
Symphony Orchestra at Robin Hood 
Dell in 1932, and was well-known | 
@s a music teacher. Survivors in- 
elude five sons, all musicians, Harry, 
a cellist with the Philadelphia Or- 
chestra; Bernard, Joseph, Samuel 
and Arnold. 





SIGURD WALLEN 
Sigurd Wallen, 63, Swedish stage 
and screen actor, died in Stock- 
holm March 20. 
Me started his career at the Royal 


Dramatical theatre in Stockholm 
some 40 years ago. Among his best 
roles was that of Armand in 
“Camille.” A character actor, he 


frequently appeared in pictures and 
won acclaim for his portrayal of the 
police chief in the 1945 Swedish film 


IN LOVING MEMORY 


LEONARD H. HOVER 


Mother, Sister, Brother 
DANNY, SHEILA and 
ELIZABETH 


version of Dostoievsky’s “Crime and 
Punishment.” 
Surviving are his widow, actress 
dit Wallen, and a son, Lennart, a 
im director. 
MINNIE WOODFORD 
Mrs. Nat LeRoy, 86. retired vaude 





Thanhauser and Famous 
companies. 


Surviving is his widow, 


Players 


Kathryn 





Clark Gordon, secretary of Walt 
Disney. 
LEO COOPER 

Leo Cooper, 47, former musician 
and more recently operator of a 
musical instrument repair shop in 
hicago, was found dead in the 
rear of his shop March 31. Death 


was believed to have resulted from 
natural causes. 

Surviving are his mother and four 
children. 





FRANK LANG 

Frank Lang, 91, one of the oldest 
members of the Chigago Federation 
of Musicians died in Chicago April 4. 
Me had been a clarinetist with John 
Philip Sousa and served under the 
late Theodore Thomag, onetime di- 
rector of the Chicago Symphony Or- 
chestra. 

Surviving are three sons. 





FRANKLIN LUNDQUIST 

Franklin Lundquist, 62, one of the 
founders of radio station WCFL, died 
in Chicago April 3. He had been 
with the station 21 years. He started 
as business manager and then be- 
eame head of musical programs. 

Survived by widow and daughter. 





FERDINAND ZECCA 
Ferdinand Zecca, 83, died in Paris 
March 26. 
He was former art director of 
French Pathe Bros. and a pioneer 
| pix director. 


tor 








Father, 87, of Theodore A. Vieh- 
man, former Broadway legit direc- 
and now head of Little Theatre 








=_— 





Tele-Pix Boon 


Continued from page 1! 








immediately to a projection machine 
for screening. 

In its technical aspect, process 
utilizes a combination of heated | 
chemicals and special heat resistant 
|film. Chemicals, heated by approxi- 
| mately 125 degrees, are made to flow 

continuously through the tank which 

















turns out eight feet of fila per 
minute. Advantage of this system 
|over the one currently in use is| 


| shown by fact that where it took 45 
| minutes to devélop a single frame of | 
'16m soundfilm, this process cuts 
time down to 45 seconds. 


Representatives of ABC empha- 
| sized that the system was still in an 
| experimental stage and said that the 

technique will probably complement 
| rather than replace present mefhods 
| of processing used in both the tele- 
vision and film industries. Paul 
Mowrey, director of ABC television 
operations, originated the idea to 
| apply the process to television for 
demonstration purposes. Films from 
the plane were shot by cameramen 
from the Emerson Yorke studio, a 
New York .commercial film outfit. 


| 
| 























Band Reviews | 


Continued from page 40 





anyway. Leading a combo of five 
brass, five sax, three rhythm. which 
indicates a businessman’s beat. How- 
ard does a job, musically and show- 
wisely, 

Not for the hepsters, outfit plays 
well together and has no trouble 
getting patrons on the floor. Its ar- 
rangements are all well done. from 
the straight music performance to 
novelties, chorus work, etc. And, 
what's just about as important these 
days, the crew looks clean-cut. 

Howard himself is excellent as a 
frontman. Good-looking. impec- 
cably attired, he tosses those tenor- 
like vocals as though he was at 
one time under the influence of 
Tommy Dorsey’s trombone, so silk- 
enly are they delivered. Too. he 
seems to know the value of good- 
pacing, bandstand lighting to fit the 
beat-pace. an art that seems lost to 
| too many maestros, etc. 

_ Howard's combo presents only one 
jarring note—he uses a boy singer 
tc complement his own work. That’s 
like Benny Goodman splitting solos 





ling 
| ing, 


| reported 








Continued f 





of resorting to shortwave in event 
long and transcontinental lines failed, 
for natural or other reasons, but it 
was pointed out that NBC and CBS 
shortwave facilities are under lease 
to Washington, and the State dept. 
would be unlikely to make them 
available lest it be accysed of strike- 
breaking. 

In Washington, FCC and NAB 
officials carefully watched develop- 
meats in the strike and their pos- | 
sible effects on network broadcast- | 
but declined comment for the 
time being. | 





er : ¢ 
Thus far there was no indication | 


that radio engineers affiliated with 


ithe National Association of Broad- 
| cast 


Engineers and Technicians 
would stage sympathy walkouts. Al- 
though the union's prexy, J. N. Paw- 
ley, has declared his engineers “will | 
not work with scabs.” it was pointed 
out that NBC and ABC as well as | 
WOR, key Mutual station in N. Y., 
have contracts with NABET carrying | 
no-strike clauses. 
Pawley In D. C. Huddles 

NABET headquarters in Brooklyn 
Pawley went to Washing- 
ton, Monday (7) to confer with the 
union’s attorneys but a spokesman 
declined to indicate the specific rea- 
sons for the trip. 

CBS engineers are affiliated with 
the International Brotherhood of 
Electrical Workers (AFL) which 
thus far Hasn’t threatened any move | 
in support of the phone walkout. 

The nets, of course, can not set up 
remotes requiring lines not already 


Telephone Strike 


es 





rom page lL 





were no help, since this av 
was jammed, too, due to the 


enue 
Strike, 





Suburban Extras’ Jammed 
Hollywood, April g 

In face of the phone strike, Cen. 
tral Casting has relaxed rule which 
prohibits calls for anyone except 
specific person phoning. Outfit js 
now okaying group calls since extras 
in suburban points are unable to 
get through. 

Same situation prompted Republie 
to arrange broadcast over KFI 6g 


‘ 


| weather-permitting location calls at 


5 a. m. Broadcast will inform extras 
to be either at Portuguese End or 
at the studio. 

NABET Rejects Escalator Offer 

Hollywood, April 8. 

Local chapter of the National 
Assn. of Broadcast Engineers and 
Technicians rejected a 3° escalator 
wage offer made by the NBC and 
ABC network affiliates. 

Notice of the rejection is enroute 
to the New York headquarters 
where, after other chapters report, 
a strike vote will probably be taken 
to back the 10% wage hike demand, 
James Brown, local chapter proxy, 
is due to return to N. Y. at end of 
this month. 





American B’s 
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went its pogwar revival in strength, 
British patrons’ tastes. now distinctly 


installed, but this fact up to last} ™ favor of United Kingdom prod- 
night had not forced the webs to uct, has Leen increasingly cool to 
cancel or alter any programming | the More modest U.S, pic. 


plans, they claimed, Main worry was 
that failure of long lines might force 
local outlets to run in programs of 
their own in place of net shows. 


Phone company execs reported 
they had enough supervisory em- 
ployees to keep network 


relays | 
operating but admitted the possi- 
bility of some remotes getting into | 
trouble. 

An NBC official pointed out that | 
standby equipment was available in | 
many cases in event of local line | 
breaks. WNBC, the net’s N. Y. flag- 
ship, for example, could use its ra- 
dio relay to transmit programs from 
the studios to the transmitter at | 
Port Washington, N. Y. 

A number of N. Y. and New Jersey 
stations yesterday were airing paid 
spots bought by the phone companies 
to urge subscribers to use phones 
only for emergencies. 

Only airer reported having under- 


} 


| 


(N.Y.) strip, “What Can I Do For 
You?” on which he normally spends 
time gabbing with phone callers. 
Stanza has reverted to a straight gab 
session for strike’s duration. 
Hooper's Chicago office was pre- 
paring to augment its staff in event 
the strike continued into the next 
reporting period, April 15-22. Dial 
phones aren't affected by the strike, 
but as there are no separate listings 
of dial subscribers, checkers would 
have to make many more calls in 
order to get an adequate sample. In 
the Chi area, phone operators be- 





performer who had been known pro- 
fessionally as Minnie Woodford, died 
at her home in Astoria, N. Y., April 


in Tulsa, Okla., died at his home in 
Pittsburgh last week. He leaves an- 
other son, two brothers and two sis- 











5. Her husband and vaude partner 
died in 1938. Both had retired from 
the stage some years ago. 

Mrs. LeRoy had been in vaude a 
number of years under her maiden 
name and later teamed with Leroy 
in act known as LeRoy & Wood- 
ford. After subsequent marriage Mother of Burman Bodel, legit di- 
couple billed themselves as the Le- | fector, died April 3 in Los Angeles 
Roys and toured for many years on | 
the Keith and Orpheum circuits. 

Survived by daughter. 

WILLIAM P. CARLETON 

William P. Carleton, 74. stage and 
screen actor, died in Hollywood ! 
April 6. succumbing to injuries re- 
ceived last week when struck by an 
auto near his home 


ters. 





Mother of David Berger, manager 
of the Adams theatre. Newark, died 
Sunday (6) at her home in New 
York, 

















SAG Seeks 


| os Continued from page 1 goa 
| players to be hiked from the current 
minimum of $35 to $106, when hired 








Carleton had been a legit actor | by the day, and from a minimum 
for many years before going to) of $115 to $350 when hired by the 
Hollywood. He had appeared in! week 
roductions with Mary Young, Proposed SAG contract also calls 


lanche Ring and others. Earlier in| for players’ right to work pending 
career he had been a member of appeal of court judgment on con- | 
Augustin Daly’s New York stock | tracts to prevent actors from being 
company and had also appeared in! kept off screen for long periods | 
several London productions, includ-| quring litigation. If old agreement | 


ing “Floradora.” 


years he was in films. | DeHavilland’s and Joan  Leslie’s 

——— fight against Warner Bros. would 

LOUIS V. KUTTNAUER not have prevented them from | 
Louis V. Kuttnauer, 49. salesman} working while waiting ruling. 

for United Artists, died after a heart Proposals, comtained in a _ 25,000- 


attack in Vandalia, Ill, last week. word document, have been mailed to 


é ; 





Mother, 69. of Sid Harris, Chicago 
agent. died in New York, March 21, 


During thé past 10| had included such a clause. Olivia | 


| with a sideman. A girl would be long to a local not on stwke and 
more advisable. Otherwise, How- only suburban calls and downstate 
ard’s a fine bet. Wood. operations have been hit. 
BIRTHS Larger Agencies Hit 
The strike is slowtng up opera- 
Mr. and Mrs. David Wald. son, | tions of talent agencies considerably. 


| Pittsburgh, April 3. 

| WB theatres in Pitt, 

| Mr. and Mrs. Paul Brinkman, son, | 

+ Hollywood. April 6. Mother 
Jeanne Crain, screen actress. 

| Mr. and Mrs, David Miller, daugh- 


Deals which can be consummated in 
a few minutes over long-distance 
phone now necessitate several 
rounds of wires, latter now being 
slower because of added burden 
placed upon the telegraphic system 


Father’s with 


is 


Bottleneck of Playing Time 

Chief factor, however, in the de- 
mise of Bs in England is the bottle- 
neck on playing time. The three ma- 
jor circuits in Britain—Gaumont, 
Odeon and ABC—can’t possibly han- 
die all the British product along with 
that of the U. S. Which means that 
the smaller Yank pic is getting the 
go-by. 

Under the present division of the 
majors’ product, ABC playing 
Warners, Metro and half of Colum- 
bia, Odeon and Gaumont are taking 


Is 


on RKO, Paramount, 20th-Fox, 
United Artists, half of Columbia, 
Universal, Eagle-Lion and Rank’s 


own product. All three circuits are 


| jammed to the ears and without them 


there’s only scattered playing time 
available to a distrib. 


| Republic, for instance, with a big 
| picture such as “The Angel and the 


| Badman,” has been hard put to 


lenate . , ; @ ‘adic 4 
gone a change of format as result of | snatch anything but sporadic eae 
the strike is Barry Gray’s WOR/| 


UA and Columbia are up against an 

exceedingly rough problem to keep 
| in the running. Unlike the Big Five, 
| they have no American houses s0 
there’s less inducement to play their 
pix. The circuits and their parent 
urgs are taking the attitude that one 
hand washes the other and_ neither 
UA .nor Columbia have counter-in- 
ducements, 

Even a number of A pix and some 
on the borderline have been relegated 
to second feature position because of 
the jam.. A switch from top to sec- 
ond feature automatically means @ 
minimum difference of 85,000 pounds 
in the film’s present earnings in Brit- 
ain, it’s said. The tail-enders only 
get flat rentals and a circuit booking 
on that basis will bring in from 8- 
000-12,000 pounds. 

Yank pix héading the dual bill are 
good for a minimum of 100,000 pounds 
and a maximum of 300,000. With the 
growing appetite for British films, a 
native pic does between 200,000 and 


| 350,000 pounds if it’s worth its salt 


at all. 


MARRIAGES 





| ter, Santa Monica, Cal.. March 29. 

Mother is the former Frances Rae- 

burn; father is a screen director, 
Mr. Mrs. Pat 


acted by phone. 
Offices mainly affected are the 


P rush of business usually trans- 
| larger outfits such as Music Corp. of 


and Duggan, 


Virginia Field to Howard Grode, 
'Carmel, Cal., April 5. Bride is 4 
screen actress; groom a composer. 


} son,| America, Williar ‘ris seney | Mary K. Hubbard to Steve Men- 
| Hollywood, April 1. Mother is Lib-| ahd General Arties” Coie tee | ger, San Antonio, March 27. Bride 
| bie Block, novelist: father is veepee | Morris agency is doubly haodi. is in charge of music library at 
of Samuel Goldwyn Productions. | capped because of reliance ubon the |/KYFM. : 

Mr. and Mrs. Frank Waldecker, | teletype system which isn’t working | Lois Schroth to George Kleeb, 
(son, New York, April 2. Mother is | during this crisis. | Pittsburgh, March 29. Grooms on 
Lillian Curtis, dancer; father js | However, local business is not af- | KQV staff. 


radio announcer. fected because of the fact that dial 


. ‘ . ‘ a 31 4 . is a 

Mr. and Mrs. Stuart Keate, daugh- )phones are working during the | Los Angeles, April 3. Groom 
ter, Montreal, April 3. Father is | Strike. ; screen actor. Las 
bureau chief for Time mag and | Band Booking Hit Lee Blair to Max Steiner. rn 
former Variety mugg is Vancouver. Majority of the booking of bands Vegas, April 3. Bride Is SinNet" 

; on one-nig ates ji far. >y : a music: irector. 

Mr. and Mrs. Johnny Coyle. night dates in far-flung ter- | 8room a musical dire oO custee 
laughter Yete , ‘ | ritories, controlled by branch of-| Dorothy Vernon to Capt. | 
daughter, Pittsburgh, March 31. fices of vari Ty iM. H » FF kfurt, Germany, re 
- .° 2 | "eS ) ario PeNnCcies . ~|M. se “e t, e any, , 
Father's with Herman Middleman | yee. Seen ") is done | oe ha se ; he Army 
orch by phone, and the strike’s continu- | cently. Bride is head of the # 3 

a ‘ oe ee | . : Years 0) ctres 

. ‘ : ance can just about cripple ac-| Special Services Civillal Actress 

Mr. and Mrs. Freddy Castle. son. | tivity | nese : § aeons ants 

y. . program in Germany. 


| Pittsburgh, March 
| Pitt bandleader. 


23 


Father's a 


but quite frequently there are many 


Mr. and Mrs. Ben Norman, daugh- | small details completed just before | 
jter, Hollywood, April 3. Mother,| dates are played, and this is where 


| Blossom Marks, and father are di- 
{rectors at Geller Theatre Workshop., 





bookers were hurt on the first day 
of the walkout, Monday (7). Wires 


Such dates are set far in advance. | 


| Gloria Jean Bailey to Jack Beutel, 


Allison Holman to Edgar A. Fittet, 
| Se. Greenwich, Conn. Apr! F 
| Bride is daughter of Russell Hol- 
man, eastern production manager 
|for Paramount; groom is with Pal 
in New Orleans. 


= 


— 
oa 











+ 


~ 


a a tein iphone mc oO ined 


»* > hk, 
eacdtre =>e>2 @eyOF 


=n wes ot 


nue 
ce, 


en- 
‘ich 
ept 

is 


to 


die 
ob 
at 
ras 
or 


nal 
and 
itor 
and 


ute 
ters 
ort, 
ken 
ind, 
XY, 
| of 


gth, 
ctly 
rod- 
- to 


de- 
ttle- 
Mae 
ont, 
lan- 
with 
that 

the 


the 
ying 
um- 
king 
Fox, 
ibia, 
ink’s 

are 
hem 
time 


| big 
| the 
t to 
ates. 
st an 
keep 
Five, 
$ sO 
their 
arent 
+ one 
ither 
r-in- 


some 
yated 
se of 
 sec- 
ns a 
yunds 
Brit- 
only 
oking 
m 8,- 


ll are 
yunds 
h the 
ms, a 
0 and 
s salt 


rode, 
is @ 
ser. 
Men- 
Bride 
ry at 


<1 eeb, 
} ‘s oO n 


seutel, 
1, is a 


Las 
singer, 


‘Linton 


vy, Ter, 


Army 
Wc tress 


Fitter, 


ri 


Hlol- 
anager 
‘h Par 





j Over 


Wednesday, April 9, 1947 


VARIETY 


CHATTER 55 








Broadway 


ro director Fred Wilcox in 
ae ‘the Coast for a short vacation. 

Van Heflin back to the Coast after 
several weeks’ vacation in the east. 

Ben Washer, Goldwyn flack, has 
acquired himself a new midget Cros- 
ley car. 

Mike Romanoff back to the Coast 
today (Wed.) following a quickie 
visit east. 

Russian Tea Room, 57th st. music- 
ballet hangout, celebrating its 15th 
anni this month. 

Mel Blanc, Hollywood comic, brings 
his young son, Noel, 8, here in August 
for a piano concert. 

Arthur Askey, British comedian, 
just arrived on holiday with his 
wife and manager. 

Jonie Taps back 
Picts studio after 
musico tieups east. 

Carl Randall will stage production 
numbers for open air operettas at 
Memphis this summer, 


to Columbia 
setting film- 


Louis Prima rounds out ene-nighter 


tour April 16, opening the next night 
at the Hotel Commodore here. 
Eddie Aaron, Metro assistant sales 
manager, back at his desk after sev- 
eral weeks’ vacation in Miami. 
John Wenger, stage designer, ex- 
hibiting his water colors at Grand 
Central Art Galleries, April 15-26. 
Katharine Cornell and Guthrie 


McClintic farewell-partyed British 
playwright Terence Ratigan last 
Sunday. 

Don Dickinson and Tony Jason, 


Long Island summer stock pro- 
ducers, Coastward to do a rewrite 
of the play “Life’s Greatest Gifts.” 

Carol Brandt, Metro eastern story 
head, arrived from the Coast Mon- 
day (7) after three weeks of studio 
huddles. 

Harry M. Warner due in town next 

week accompanied by Milton Sper- 
ling, his son-in-law, and head of U.S. 
Pictures. 
1,000 applications for John 
Golden’s annual auditions have been 
filed, S. Jay Kaufman again to be 
supervisor. ‘ 

Legit p.a. Nat Dorfman is prepping 
a tome on Hollywood humor, Pub- 
lication and distribution are already 
set for the fall. 

Oscar Levant due for another WB 
pic, “Romance in High C,” via Mi- 
chael Curtiz, reporting at Burbank 
in June. Gets 40G per pic. _ 

Practically half of the paid ads 
in the Paris edition of the N.Y. 
Herald Tribune are for American 
cigarettes and food packages. 

H. M. Richey, Metro exhibitor re- 
lations chief, returned Monday (7) 
from Auburn, Ind., where he attend- 
ed his mother-in-law’s funeral. 

Beatrice Kay partying Wally Ward 
and Mitzi, vaude duo, who are taking 
off with their own USO unit, featur- 
ing D’Artega’s gal band, for Tokyo. 

Shirley Strickler, who for 34% years 
handled national and fan mags for 
Goldwyn press department has re- 
signed. She’s going to become aide 
to her husband, a dentist. 

Peter Donald, the comic, « 
all future - appearances to 


»afining 
in and 


east—the reason: wife, Jo Janis, ex- 
radio emotress, expects the stork. 

Mose Gumble (Warner Bros. 
music interests) who “revived” the 
IKdies, “As Time Goes By,” “Paper 

oon” and “If I Had You,” now 
concentrating on “April Showers.’ 

The Joseph Bambergers returned 
aboard the America Friday (4) after 
a several months’ stay in London. 
He's a retired film director who once 
held an interest in Britain’s Elstree 
studio. 

Douglas Gibbons, realtor, named 
chairman of the publishing, enter- 
tainment and professions committee 
for the Greater New York Fund’s 
10th annual campaign for $32,300,000, 
the 1947 goal. 

Franklin P. Adams (F.P.A.), for- 
mer columnist, will bring book of 
George M. Cohan’s “45 Minutes From 
Broadway” up to date for revival 
Mickey Baron having secured pre- 
sentation rights. 

Russell Holman, Paramount's east- 
ern studio rep, escorted his daughter, 
Alison, at her wedding Saturday (5) 

Old Greenwich, Conn., to Edgar 
__ A. Fitter, Jr., associated with Par in 
: _ its New Orleans office. 


EN i Katcher, former eastern story 


ns 


for Disney, and Dee Lowrance, 
former Metro p.a., who were recently 
“married, are out in Arizona and both 
writing books. Claim they’re not 

s €ver coming back to N. Y. - 
+, Loew’s International cocktail- 
. .yp Partyed Barbara Stanwyck and Rob- 
a rt Taylor Monday (7) in the execu- 
€ tive dining room, now dubbed the 
MR Birdcage” by company officials, 

_.* atop Loew's State rege 
“Se < Station Radiodiffusion ancaise, 





--£aris, will shortwave a_ special 
Sophie Tucker broadcast to America 
May 4, the day the Jewish Theatri- 
cal Guild will honor Miss Tucker 
with a testimonial dinner at Hotel 
Astor, 

Beyouelia O. Parsons commuting to 
altimore where her husband, Dr. 


Harr, Martin, underwent pac gery 
Hae ursday (3) at Johns Hopkins. 
€s doing OK. Miss Parsons will 


originate at least one more broad- 
Cast from N. Y. 

arry Mines, former film crick on 

e L. A. News and Paramount unit 

Publicist, who came east about four 

$ ago to join J. Arthur Rank 

staff in New York, has quit. 


%e 


round Manhattan for a month at! 


Didn't like the big city and is re- 
turning to the Coast. 


shees’ luncheon on April 22 at 
the Waldorf-Astoria will honor news- 
popermen at the annual American 
ogg By convention. 
Sophie cker, thel Merman, 
Jimmy Durante, Olsen & Johnson 
and Bert Lahr to entertain. 
Richard M: Walker, Syracuse, 
Y., attorney, is attempting to 
learn proper name of Connie L. 
Allen, latter tag having been used 
in showbusiness. His widow believes 
that some persons who knew him 
could supply this information. 
Philip R. Benjamin and Donald S. 
Freeberg have written the official 
centennial song for the College of the 
City of New York, which is cur- 
rently celebrating its 100th anniver- 
sary. The tune, tagged “Beaver Fight 
Song,” is being published by Shapiro- 
Bernstein, : 


Dorothy Vernon, who helped or- 


|ganize the Civilian Actress Techni- 


cians (CATs) for the Army, married 
Capt. Clinton M. Hoose in Frankfurt, 
Germany, recently. He’s been over- 
seas with the Red Cross for three 
years. They plan extending their 
European stay another year. 





By Hank Goldenberg 

Mr. and Mrs. Ben Goetz at Villa 
Hermoza. 

Margaret O’Brien and mother at 
Ingelside Inn. 

Rudy Vallee and Carol Hertzfeld 
dining around town. j 

Olivia De Havilland and husband 
sun-basking at La Quinta. 

Sol Lesser has bought home here 
and is now a permanént weekender. 

Harold Lloyd and _ daughters, 
Gloria and Peggy, have redpened 
house here. ; 

Charlie Farrell, Spencer Tracy, 
David Niven and Hedda Hopper re- 
ported Bens an exclusivé yacht 
club at Catalina. 

San Francisco exhib, Joe Blumen- 
feld and family unable to crash his 
Wonder Date Gafdeh Guest Ranch, 
forced to lease house for April. 

Screen Guild producer, Sam 
Decker and family greeting friends 
on Main stem. Dijto Allan War- 
shauer, Warner Bros. advertising 
exec. 


Village decorated for Circus Week 


markir of season April 13. 
Parades, rodeos and “Village Vani- 
ties,” at aza eatre highlight 
program. 

Jack Benny family and Darryl 
Zanuck @ the Bombay, Ditto Tony 
Martin, Danny and ayivia aye, 
Johnny Meyer, Jimmy Ritz and the 
Al Epsteins. 

Easter mob at Racquet 


lub: 
Veronica Lake ang Andre de Foth. 
Harry James and Betty Grable, Ken 
Murray, Ann Sothérn, the Samuel 
Goldwyns, William Wyler, David 
Rose and wife, Mrs, Frank Sinatra, 
Sam Spiegel. 

John Garfield and Jack L. Warner 
dining at adjacent tables at the Doll 
House. Also WaShington’s Governor 
Wallgren and missus 
Mrs. Charles Skouras, Ditto Cornel 
Wilde and wife (Pat Knight) Dick 
Haymes, Mr. and Mrs. Freddie Mar- 
tin and youngster, Joan Caulfield 
and the Henry Gittlesons. 


Washington 


By Florence 8S. Lowe 


Martha Raye into Club Cairo, 
Monday (7). 

Revival of “Les Miserables” good 
for a third week at Lust’s Hippo- 
drome. 

Eric Johnston skedded to address 
D.C.’s Advertising Club, April 15, 
on films in advertising. 

Merle S. Jones, WOL-Mutual’s 
general manager, in N. Y. past week 
after days of negotiating with AFRA 
and IBEW. 

Oscar Blumenthal, office man- 
ager of Columbia's local exchange, 
resigned past week, with 0 succes- 
sor named as yet. 

Webb Heck, stage mauager at 
Warner’s Opera House in nearby 
Frederick, Md., holds company rec- 
ord of 57 years in same theatre. 

“Way of Peace,” religious pic 
which Lew Ayres narrates, pre- 
viewed here last week by press, 
with brasshat preem skedded for 
April 23. 

ony Wakeman, WWDC sports- 
caster, holding series of screenings 
of sports films for juves as part of 


dining with 





local anti-juvenile delinquency 
campaign. 
hme. Zinka Milanov, Met s0- 


prano, married here last week to 
Gen. Ljubomir Illac, Yugoslav rep 
in Latin America, in ceremony at 
Yugoslav Embassy. 
ep. Helen Gahagan Douglas 
(D., Bal) off to her California home 
| to spend Easter recess with husband 
Melvyn Douglas: and kiddies, who 
attend school there. 
5 Alexander Kirkland and Mrs. 
Anthony Bliss, the former Jo Ann 
Sayres (“My Sister Eileen”) here 
ast week to address a meeting of 
ocal chapter of National Society of 
‘Letters. 1 

Aer utual's “Man Behind the | 
Band,” Bob Knight, praised in local 
press for one-man show he gave for 
moppets of D.C.’s Deaf and Dumb | 
| Institute, with juves able to feel 
| vibrations of his steel guitar. 








London 


Johnny Firman to Paris for week 
to look over the music biz there. 

Gillie Potter has given up playing 
vaudeville and studying law as new 
career. 

The Music Hall program of the 
BBC comes off during summer 
months to give place to full-length 
plays. 

Abe Aronsohn expected here from 
California in May. Was due here 
month earlier, but staying over on 
orders of his doctor. 

Leslie Henson, absent from the 
West End since 1945, returns to the 
Saville theatre in revival of “1066 
And All That” end of April. 

Louis Dreyfus denies holdup in 
next London Coliseum show “Annie 
Get Your Gun.” Sez show will be 
ready to stage around middle June. 

Diana Ward has discovered new 
Yugoslavian singer, named Viera, 
whom she has booked for her nitery, 


the Cocoanut Grove, opening April | 


14. 


Suit between Jack Hylton and J. 
Arthur Rank over the ownership of 
the Winter Garden theatre comes up 
for hearing in the House of Lords 
soon. 

Ballerina Margot Fonteyn returns 
to the Covent Garden ballet April 
14 for three-week season, after 
which she takes a long rest on doc- 
tor’s orders. 

Wartime tap dancer, Enid Mary 
Hignston, aged 27, has become a 
Justice of the Peace and youngest 
Bnglish magistrate in England. She 
sits at Bath. 

Beatrice Lillie’s house in Henley, 
which she has let to Phillip Har- 
grave, Australian pianist, while she 
is in Hollywood, suffered extensively 
from recent London floods, 

Ninette De Valois, creator of 
Sadler’s Wells ballets, has prevailed 
upon Leonide Massine to teach at 
newly-found Sadler’s Wells ballet 
school which is being set up in West 
Kensington. 

Harry Parr-Davies and Harold 
Purcell, who collaborated on “The 
Lisbon Story,” are back again with 
new musical tentatively titled “Car- 
gline,” which has been acquired by 
Bernard Delfont. 

Zvi Friedland, head of Habima 
Theatre Group, Tel-Aviv, in London 
to arrange for the company to come 
over here sometime this year to ap- 

ear in series of plays in Yiddish, 
latedine “Hamlet.” 

Jock McKay is suing Lupino Lane 
for billing him if” “Sweetheart 
Mine” at the Victcria Palace, al- 
though he quit some time ago. Also 
for announcing him on the air when 
it was broadcast, although he was 
out. 

“Nobody Ordered Wolves,” play 
adapted by Jeffrey Dell from his 
novel, which was produced by the 
Repertory Players in West End for 
Sunday night show, has been bought 
by Jack Hylton for West End pro- 
duction. 

Norman Marshall has taken over 
the directorship at the Arts Theatre 
Club from Alec Clunes for a vear. 
His first production will be “Less 
Than Kind,” April 30, adapted 4 
Sir Basil Bartlett from the Frene 
of Francois Mauriac. 

Grand theatre, Fulham, which has 

een bought by actress Ernestine 

hirley and her brother for $65,000, 
is to become educational and arts 
center, with headquarters for thea- 
trical and ballet companies. Will 
open early next year as tryout spot 
for pre-West End productions. 

The Marchioness of Reading has 
booked “Romany Love,’ the Jack 
Hylton produgtion for June 26 as 
the charity show to aid the Jewish 
National Fund. Hylton’s other 
show, the “Crazy Gang,” opening at 
Victoria Palace in April, also has 
been booked for the same fund. 

Jack Hylton importing two acts 
from France for his new show, re- 
vival of the Crazy Gang, coming to 
Victoria Palace April 17. They are 
Janik and Christian Arnaut, who 
starred in the last Casino de Paris 
revue, and George Andre Martin, 
who played English vaudeville be- 
fore the war. : 

There’s a possibility of the revival 
of Montague Glass’s “Potash and 
Perlmutter,’ with Harry Green as 
Potash and Bud Flanagan as Perl- 
mutter. But it will not be done for 
some time as Flanagan is due to 
open in Jack Hylton’s “Crazy Gang 
in April at Victoria Palace and 
Harry Green is still doing biz_with 
his Firth Shephard’s “Fifty-Fifty 
show at the Strand theatre. 


re? Vegas 


By Brigham Townsend 
Mary Beth Hughes in town. 
Terry Twins into the Players. 
Dean Jaeger trying his Juck about 





town. : 
Ray Herbeck orch into the Last 
Frontier. 


Martha O'Driscoll ebout town with 
Bob Preston. 

Preston Foster resting at 
Rancho Vegas. 


Alex Montoya now greeting folks | Ww 


at Club Mondoray, 
Myrus: held over at Rancho Vegas 
with Bert Wheeler headlining. 
Carroll Nye _ replaces Johnny 
Moloney as Flamingo show director. 
Rubinoff doing a Las Vegas thea- 
tre concert under auspices of 
MCA. 
veenest Pagano, Mike Fesier and 
Howard Benedict sunning at the Last 
Frontier. 





thes 


| for inclusion in special 
Ray Salmon and Kell Houssels! for release to churches. 


building a nightclub in addition to 
their El Cortez hotel. 

Ken Murray pinchhit for Abbott 
and Costello zt the Flamingo while 
they did their air show. 

Reggie Dvorak, Eddie Troy and 
Jack Martin have shifted to Stork 
Club froom the Cortez. 

Sarah Lee Harris, Mrs, Richard 
Stadelman pacting actors to head 
theatre group designed to put on 
Broadway shows. 


Miami Beach 


By Larry Solloway 
Gene Tunney making the rounds. 





_ Quarter closed Saturday 
(5). 

Mikey Grasso new operator of 
Club 22. 

Vic Perry into Kitty Davis, to- 
night (9). 


Joe E. Ross heads new show at 
Club Bali. 

Lillian Hellman, 
Boca Raton Club. 

Bill Crouch shooting backgrounds 
for indie pic here. 

B. S. Pully and Gump 
show at Paddock Club. 

DeCastro Sisters, Lani Worth and 
Nana into Clover Club. 

Mal Malkin orch set for summer 
at new Martinique hotel. 

Chez Paree, shuttered all winter, 
being prepared for early opening. 

Five O'Clock club, sold recently, 
will be turned into straight eatery. 

Henny Youngman headed north 
for -engagement at Blue Mirror, 
Newark. 

Beatrice Lillie, Clifton Webb and 
Terence Rattigan vacationing 
Palm Beach. 

Copacabana ops offered $250,000 
for spot by New York interests not 
connected with nitery biz. 

Club Bali, with new money, 
changing name, policy and room. 
Continuous entertainment will be 
featured. 

“It Happened On Fifth Avenue” 
preemed at Mayfair. theatre here, 
with all proceeds to American Can- 
cer Fund. 

Jan Bart heads for Las Vegas and 
Galveston engagements after en- 
gagement at Grossinger Pancoast 
this week. 

Milton Wolf takes over as summer 
manager for Mickey Michael’s 
Cadillac hotel, with Jimmy Hitz 
going north to Lido (L. I.) Club. 

Hollywood Beach hotel weekend 
show policy a click, with Flamingo 
room featuring most of the top 
names in area through the season. 
Policy may. be extended to full week 
shows next season. 

Harry Morton, personal rep for 
Eddie Shaeffer, will file charges 
with Special Material Writers Guild 
against Lenny Kent, for use of song 
supposedly written by Rogers and 
Prince for Shaeffer. 

Lord Tarleton hotel show biz 
colony joined by the Arthur Les- 
sers (Chevalier’s personal manager); 
Leo Cohen, Loew booker; Phil Fos- 


playwright, at 


read new 


ter, Joey Adams, the Joseph 
Hymans, with Charlie (Loews) 
Moscowitz and Herman (“Call Me 


Mister” producer) Levin expected. 





. 
Chicago 

Burl Ives visiting friends here. 

Joe Frisco into Tic Toc, Mil- 
waukee, this week. 

Ruth Etting set for Copacabana 
show following Rudy Vallee. 

Mary Pickford looked in on local 
U.A. office on way to New York. 
Joe Glaser, Associated. Booking 
Corp. head, spent few days with 
local office chiefs. 

Morton Downey off to French Lick 
with touch of flu, had to bow out of 
Mayfair engagement. 

Irwin Corey being held over for 
new Rio Cabana show April 18 fea- 
turing George Tapps and _ singer 
Monice Lewis. 

Stage for Action tossingsparty for 
casts of “Born Yesterday” and 
“Beggar’s Holiday” April 12 at In- 
ternational Relations Center. 

Steve Hannegan in town last 
weekend to deliver Jack Benny’s 
signed contract to John Balaban 
guaranteeing Benny’s appearance at 
Chicago theatre Mey 9. 





° 

Minneapolis 
Mildred Bailey opens at Curly’s 
nitery April 18. 
“Glass Menagerie” into St. Paul 
auditorium April 10. 
North Star Drama Guild presents 
“The Jest” April 24. 
John Boles’ run at Radisson hotel's 
Flame Room extended. 
Sunny’ Skylar, songwriter, at 
Nicollet hotel’s Minnesota Terrace. 
Oscar Levant in concert at audi- 





torium April 14, Paul Whiteman 
orch April 24. 
Dyckman’s Robin Hood trying 


| local talent in floor shows with re- 
| ported success. 


Laura Wells, travelin 
Enterprise Productions, 
nering publicity. 

4 (Bud) Benjamin, former 
arners exploiteer here, handling 


rep of | 
ere gar- 


special exploitation for UA. 
Ray Niles, southern Minnesota 
district manager for Minnesota 





Amus. Co., in for conferences. | 
New Western Airlines route links | 
Twin Cities for first time directly | 
with LA, expected to spur coast- | 
ward travel. 
Religious Films, Inc., filmed Good | 
Friday services in several churches | 


production | 


near | 


Hollywood 


Bill Goodwin laid w 
chitis. 

Walt Disney to Palm Springs for 
a week. 

Jane Withers laid up with in- 
fluenza. 

Joan Davis on siesta at Palm 
Springs. 


with bron- 





Mike Todd to Chicago on legit 
business. 

James Roosevelt aired in from 
New York. 

Walter Mayo fractured his leit 


ankle in a fall. 

| Harry Brand clippered in from his 
| Honolulu siesta 

| Ruth Nordli recovering from emer- 
: gency appendectomy. 

| Lee J. Cobb building a home in 
wo Hollywood area. 


Joan Fontaine and William Dozier 
vacationing at Yosemite. 

Kay Kayman to Mexico City on 
business for Walt Disney. 

John J. Jones to San Francisco for 
Screen Guild sales huddles 

Michel Bernheim in from Pzris 
for huddles with Charles Einfeld. 

Leith Stevens bought the Edgar 
Rice Burroughs home in Tarzana. 

Hedy Limarr going to New York 
in June, her first visit in seven years, 

Bing Crosby to Chieago to cut 
several transcriptions for his air 
show. 

John 
York 
films. 
| Viveca Lindors reported for work 
at Warners after visiting the folks 
in Sweden. 

John Joseph walking on crutches 
after two weeks in the hospital with 
a heel injury. 

Samuel Rhéiner in from 
York for production huddles 
Boris Morros. 

Sid Rogell and Byron Haskins to 
Cuba to scout locations for ‘The 
White Swamp.” 

Vera ,West resigned after 20 years 
as head of the women’s wardrobe 
department at Universal. 

James Craig and Cameron Mitchell 
to San Diego for the opening of the 
yellowtail fishing season. 

James J. Campbell awarded the 
Army Bronze Star for rescue work 
in the Pacific Island sector. 

The Harry (Columbia) Cohns va- 
cationing in Phoenix. Henry (Par) 
Ginsberg just back from there. 

Countess Fortunata Delegouro, 
wife of the Chilean film producer, 
in town to buy studio equipment. 

Al Jolson to Guaymas, Mexico, to 
hook some big fish before he goes 
to on ype for the Kentucky 

rby. 

John Charles Thomas put on his 
annual Easter Sunday concert ‘for 





from New 
commercial 


Sutherland in 
after confabs on 


New 
with 


residents of the Motion Picture Coun- 
try House. 

Jeffrey Lynn and wife, Robin 
Chandler, back in town after a 


motor crash, bruised but not seri- 
ously hurt. 

Freddie Bartholomew to St. Louis. 

Charles Arndt moving his family 
to his farm near Puget Sound for 
the summer. 

Lamar Trotti in from Manhattan 
where he collected material for “The 
Circuit Rider’s Wife,” which he'll 
script for 20th-Fox. 

Dame May Whitty named sole heir 
to the estate of her late husband, Ben 
Webster, who left $60,000 in Califor- 
nia and more in England. 

Bob Karnes going into strawhat at 
Cragmoor, N. Y., when he washes up 
current film chore in “Scudda Hoo, 
Scudda Hay!” at 20th-Fox. 





Vienna 


State Opera’s Lorna Sidney going« 
to Australia for series of 38 con- 
certs. 


Paris Comedie Francaise Bnsem- 
ble recently appezred here in “The 
Barber of Seville” and “Un Caprice.” 


Vorarlberg Film Co, winding up 
production on ski film, “Girls in the 
Snow,” with Traud] Stark and Rudi 
Matt in leads. 


Opera diva Lotte Lehman, cur- 
rently in the U.S., slated to partici- 
pate in series of benefit concerts 
here in October. : 


Austrian State Opera trekking to 
London in October to present “Don 
Giovanni,” “Cosi Fan Tutte,” “Fi- 
delio” and “Salome.” 


Vienna's June music festival hzs 
pacted Paul Hindemith, Otto Klem- 
perer, Olivier Messaien, William 
Walton and Mascha Predit. 

Motion Picture Export Assn. in- 
tends to release older American 
films here, concurring with local 
opinion thet the oldies are the bet- 
ter pix. 

Robert Stolz writing the music and 
Eric von Stroheim starring in PEN’s 
“Miracle,” first production of new 
film company set up by writer Ernst 
Neubach. 

Kar! Koestler, opera singer and 
director, appointed secretary of the 
Film Artists Union and presiding 
officer of the denazification court of 
the union. 

Newly founded Sascha Producing 
Co. will make “Mandragolz” by 
Macchiavelli, with Alfred Stoeger 
handling direction and Alois Me- 
lichar writing the music. 

_ Austrian film industry will par- 
ticipate in the Italian film biennial 
to be held at Venice Aug. 23. Ama- 
teur pic producers will zttend” at 
“Unica” in Stockholm the same date 
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@ us HOW PHENOMENAL CAN A 
DANCE BAND BE IN ITS FIRST YEAR? |; 
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This % mark report 
is the answer! 






























CHOSEN BY ‘LOOK’ MAGAZINE 
AS THE BAND OF 1947! 
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HOTEL PENNSYLVANIA, New York... Booked for § weeks... 
held over for 10... returned by popular demand 2 months lator! 
FRANK DAILEY’'S MEADOWBROOK, Cedar Grove, N. J. 


PARAMOUNT THEATRE, New York. 


D449 49549-64444 444646444664 6F 6444406643604 644 604444 


RECORD BREAKING TOUR of sixty ballrooms all over the 
United States! 
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Vv “THE BAND MOST REQUESTED BY AMERICA'S GOLLEGES 
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AND UNIVERSITIES" .. . played 35 leading colleges of the nation 
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s 
in 18 weeks! » 
SHH FFFFF 04906 FFF9-66> 665+ 466-644 >+ 6964466644666 404464 
‘ 
2 RADIO GUEST SHOTS , .. "We the People" .. . “The Camel ; 
§ t 
"Treasury Bandstand" ... “Chesterfield Supper Club”! ; 

l 

BOOKED SOLID TILL SEPTEMBER! ... : 
April 29th . . . PRANK DAILEY'S MEADOWBROOK [return > 
engagement). : 
May loth. . . CARLE THEATRE, Philadelphia. ? 
STEEL PIER, Atlantic City . . . CONEY ISLAND PARK, Cin. 
cinnati . . . CONVENTION HALL, Asbury Park . . . CEDAR 
POINT, Sandusky. . , LAKESIDE PARK, Denver . . . EASTWOOD I 
GARDENS, Detroit. ; 
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